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ÖZ
[Farah, Abdinur Hassan]. [1991-2016 yılları arasındaki Somali’deki Barışı
inşa süreci], [Yüksek Lisans Tezi, Ankara, [2018].
Somali’deki Barışı inşa süreci hakkındaki bu tez, Somali'deki çatışmanın doğasını
ve ana itici güçlerini incelemektedir. Ayrıca, bu tez çatışma için kalıcı bir çözüm
bulmayı amaçlayan diplomatik girişimleri de taahhüt etmektedir. Somali, aynı etnik
köken, din, kültür ve dili paylaşan homojen bir nüfustan oluşan bir ülkedir. Bununla
birlikte, bu homojenlik, binlerce Somalilinin hayatına mal olan, dünyanın en
korkunç çatışmalarından birine girmelerini engellemedi. Bu durum, 1991’de Said
Barre’nin rejiminin çöküşünden sonra ortaya çıktı ve bugüne kadar gözle görülür
bir değişiklik gözlenmedi. Çatışmanın bu akut ve aşırı derecede karmaşıklığı sadece
Somali halkını etkilemekle kalmadı, genel olarak uluslararası topluma ve özellikle
de Afrika boynuzuna komşu ülkeler için de büyük bir tehdit haline geldi. Bundan
dolayı, tez son 20 yılda istikrarsızlıkla mücadele etmeyi ve Somali'ye kalıcı barışı
getirmek için çeşitli barışçıların üstlendiği bu yöntemleri analiz etmektedir. Bundan
dolayı, çalışma, son üç barış konferansı makul bir sonuç vermesine rağmen, barış
girişimlerinin çoğunun neden başarısız olduğunu ortaya koymaya çalışmıştır.
Çalışma aynı zamanda barış inşası konusunda yerel mülkiyetin önemini
göstermektedir. Barışı arttırma çabaları sadece yabancı bölgesel ve uluslararası
aktörler için rezerve edildikten sonra, daha fazla takdir sonucu ortaya çıkaran
nispeten düşük tahmin edilmiş bir yerli barış inşası sürecine ışık tutmakta ve onları
aydınlatmaktadır. Bu bağlamda, çalışma, sonuç bölümünde Somali için kalıcı barışı
sağlamanın en iyi yolu hakkında birkaç öneri sunmaktadır.
Anahtar Kelimeler: Afrika, Somali, Çatışma, Barış inşası, Alt Bölge, bölgesel,
uluslararası
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ABSTRACT

[Farah, Abdinur Hassan]. [The Process of Peace-building in Somalia from
1991-2016], [Master Thesis, Ankara, [2018].
This thesis of the Somali Peace-building process examines the nature and the main
drivers of the conflict in Somalia and diplomatic initiatives aimed at finding a
durable solution for this conflict. Although, Somalia is a country composed of a
homogeneous population sharing the same ethnicity, religion, culture, and
language. Nevertheless, this homogeneity did not stop them from immersing into
one of the most horrifying conflicts in the world which took the lives of thousands
of Somalis. The situation was triggered after the collapse of Said Barre’s regime in
1991, and until present no substantial changes have been seen. This acute and
exceedingly complexity of the conflict didn’t just affect the people of Somalia but
became a great threat to the international communities in general and particular
neighboring countries of the horn of Africa. therefore, this thesis analysis methods
undertaken by various peace-makers to tackle the instability and bring lasting peace
for Somalia for the last two decades; Furthermore, the study sought to outlines why
most of the peace initiatives failed even though for last three peace conferences
resulted in a genuine outcome. Also, this thesis shows the importance of local
ownership when it comes to peace-building. It captured and shed light on a
relatively underestimated indigenous peace-building process which showed
perfectly that peace-building effort was not reserved only for foreign regional and
international actors. In this regard, a number of recommendations and the best way
to achieve lasting peace are provided in the concluding section suggesting that the
process should be Somali led initiatives.
Key Words: Africa, Somalia, Conflict, Peace-building, Sub-regional, regional,
international.
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY

Peace-building is a concept which has evolved at the end of the 1980s and
beginning of 1990s with the objective of achieving a deeply rooted peace within
regions, neighboring countries, countries which became victims of civil wars,
border conflicts, etc. This concept became more popular during the Cold War
period with the birth of smaller fragmented states. Particularly after the end of the
Second World War and the start of decolonization many African, Latin American
and Asian states were immersed under a deep conflict either with the neighboring
nations or civil conflict within the state. Particularly during the bipolar world
political system in which Moscow and Washington became a rival power opposing
each other, they were using countries as a proxy war of their conflict which made
it difficult for the international community to intervene in an agreement to resolve
the recurring conflict.
However, after disintegrating of the bipolar world system with the rise of
one hegemonic power, the United Nations (UN) and other international community
started to intervene in war-ravaged countries by proposing and funding peace
accords negotiations between the conflicting parties. They did it by sending
humanitarian and peacekeeping troops in those areas while trying to install a
legitimate government who could pursue the war-torn countries national
development process in accordance with the rules of international communities.
As a result, to solve the recurring problem of conflict which threatened the
world once again with another world war, Johan Galtung proposed that the peacebuilding which could be undertaken by the UN would help countries to achieve
sustainable peace.1 According to him, there are three approaches to peace:
Peacekeeping, Peacemaking, and Peace-building. These concepts explain the
1

Johan Galtung, “Three Approaches to Peace: Peacekeeping, Peacemaking and Peacebuilding,” Peace, War and Defense: Essay in Peace Research, Ejlers Publishing, Copenhagen:
Denmark, Vol. 2, 1976, Pp. 282-304

2

methods to support and maintain a long-term solution and sustainable peace by
undertaking the causes of arguments, violence and core drivers of the conflicts.2
Furthermore, by using those approaches, it would help to address the fundamental
cause of the conflict which will help in solving the problem. Therefore, starting
from 1987 to 1994 the UN Security Council tripled the peacekeeping operations it
mandated, and the UN’s annual peacekeeping budget climbed from $230 million to
$3.6 billion in the same period.3
During the post-cold war, the UN took many initiatives of resolving conflict
and building peace in countries which have been affected due to severe conflicts,
countries such as Somalia, Mozambique, Cambodia, Bosnia, East-Timor, Iraq,
Afghanistan, and other countries.4 However, although the UN Security Council
tried to arbitrate by initiating peace accords which initially led to a ceasefire,
provide humanitarian aids and peacekeeping missions, they couldn’t achieve a
lasting peace in those countries. Furthermore, the Security Council has been
criticized numerous times by many countries in their failure to achieve peacebuilding.
Those countries, who had direct experience of UN interventions, criticized
the mission by saying in most of the states the failure of the peace-building and
peacekeeping mission lies on inexperienced personnel, insufficient logistics, lack
of well-armed and trained peacekeeping forces who can protect themselves,
humanitarian agencies and local people.5 Furthermore, those interventions led to
solutions in a western style which is very hard to adopt in those countries. Rather
than trying to support those countries to solve their own problems and follow
through a developmental process, which is in alignment to those countries, they

2

Ibid

3

Naazneen H. Barana, The Peace Building Puzzle: Political Order in Post-Conflict States,
Cambridge University Press, Cambridge: United Kingdom, 2017, Pp. 1-5

4

Ibid

5

United Nation Meeting Coverage and Press Release, “Challenges of United Nations Peace
Keeping Operations Reviewed by Countries with first hand exercise,” Press Release,
GA/SPD/201, 9 November 2000.
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decided to force those countries to be westernized that made it hard for locals to
accept imposed conditions.
Moreover, although the primary function of Peace-building in the
conflicting areas is disarming rival militias, demobilizing and rehabilitation of the
war-torn countries, the mission failed in achieving those main functions in all
affected countries. Instead, they engage in a non-ending battle.6This was the same
case with the Somali conflict as rather than protecting the civilians and
humanitarian Non-Governmental Organization’s (NGO’s) for years they were
immersed in a war against the rival warlords later on they withdraw without
achieving anything.
Somalia is one of the countries that have experienced a civil conflict since
the collapse of the government in 1991. What makes Somalia case peculiar is that
unlike other countries, who suffer a civil conflict, Somalia is a country composed
of a homogenous population that share same religion, ethnicity, language, and
culture. However, it is a country which has been popular for years due to their civil
unrest. Furthermore, since 1991 there hasn’t been a legitimate government which
can operate within Somalia.
Somalia is located in the East of Africa which is strategically and
geopolitically important for its location. As a result, for years it has been attracting
international actors. The main reason for these lays on its remarkable position which
connects the region with the Middle East, Indian and the Far East through the Red
Sea and the Bal el Mandeb which is the main route for transporting of goods from
the horn of Africa to the Middle East. Not only Somalia but the horn of Africa, in
general, is known as one of the most violent regions in the world. The horn of Africa
which is composed of Somalia, Djibouti, Eritrea, and Ethiopia have been victims
of international interventions and proxy wars even after the era of decolonization
by many superpowers.7

6

Ibid

7

Mohammed Ayoob, “The Horn of Africa: Regional Conflict and Super Power Involvement,”
Canberra Paper on Strategy and Defense, No. 18, 1978

4

Even after their independence, those countries were immersed once again
in a broader conflict against each other, which made their national development
goals slowly achieved. Although, the UN security forces tried to solve the problems
in the region which was not successful. As part of their peacekeeping and peacebuilding activities, the UN started their intervention by 1991. However, regardless
of all those interventions, funding and humanitarian activities, the conflict in
Somalia has still continued making the state as one of the failed states in the world.
Moreover, the interventions which were done by the international communities
didn’t lessen the conflict. Instead, it triggered the already recurring conflict with the
rise of different extremists, piracy, and terrorism placing the region as one of the
most petrifying regions in the world affecting everyone either regionally and
internationally.
Conflict can simply define as disagreement among different parties, which
arises as a result of different opinions. Furthermore, it can be defined in detail as an
argument or deliberate attempt among a number of actors over access to power,
limited resources, and other values. This definition is open for dispute that conflicts
at the international level, regional and societal level which is caused by
irreconcilability of values between various actors.8 Conflict can be categorized into
violent and non-violent. In some cases, conflict can be seen as a positive antidote,
which leads to a positive change. For this to happen, it ultimately needs to be desecuritized and, therefore, at least leads to peaceful change.9However, in many
cases, as it is seen from many countries, conflicts can escalate among parties leading
to very destructive results, in particular in the form of physical violence that is
increasingly seen as legitimate as the conflict intensifies.10

8

Samuel G.Amoo, “The OAU and African Conflicts: Past Successes, Present Paralysis and
Future Perspectives,” Institute of Conflict Analysis and Resolution, George Mason University,
1992, Pp. 1-39,http://citeseerx.ist.psu.edu/viewdoc/download;jsessionid

9

Emilia Pia & Thomas Diez, “Conflict and Human Right: A Theoretical Frame Work,” SHUR
WP 1/07, Sixth framework programme, 2007, Pp. 2-5

10

Ibid

5

In order to solve the conflict, various methods can be used such as
negotiations starting with the immediate parties, sub-regional and regional blocs.
However, if all these negotiations cannot solve the recurring conflict, international
intervention will start. If negotiations or third-party interventions fail to resolve the
dispute, there will be high chances that a military option is considered by either
party. According to some scholars, when interventions don’t work, military
interventions are necessary.11Conflict is a situation when one or/and both parties
consider military options, and it will be a valuable method to settle the disputes.12
However, according to others, military force can be used only when one of
the parties crossed the line by waging war against other parties.13 Furthermore,
negotiation for conflict resolution should start by searching for a solution from
courts, UN Security Council and other international agencies.14 Another argument
is that when there is a conflict, there is a greater chance of armed clash likely to
occur. Moreover, it induces that disagreement is stimulated by the resort to physical
coercion in resolving disputes by the parties. Therefore, the attempt over values
assumes a violent approach that we express as conflict.15
Africa is a continent composed of many countries which are known by their
conflict cases. The main root cause of the conflict is due to the greed of European
powers, which divided the continent randomly among themselves without regard to
the culture, ethnicity, language, and religion. That’s why even after the
independence of most of those countries in the 1960s, due to the legacy of the
colonization; they were immersed in a deep civil conflict either with a neighboring
state or within the state, which is still going on in some parts of the continent.

11

Charles (Chip) Hauss, "Military Intervention." Beyond Intractability. Eds. Guy Burgess and
Heidi Burgess., Conflict Information Consortium, University of Colorado, Boulder. Posted:
August 2003

12

Ibid, Emilia Pia and Thomas Diez

13

Lincoln P. Bloomfield and Amelia C. Leiss, Controlling Small Wars: A Strategy for the 1970’s,
Alten Lane The Penguin Press, New York: United State,1969, Pp. 23-25

14

Ibid

15

Samuel G Amoo, “The OAU and African conflicts: Past successes, present paralysis, and
future perspectives,” Working Paper, Institute for Conflict Analysis and Resolution, 1992,
http://hdl.handle.net/1920/10678
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Although, after independence, there was hope for countries to develop in their
socio-economic developments and advance forward to words future in reality, and
due to the un-ending conflict, the countries are much worse than before. However,
conflicts existed throughout the history of humankind, and the worst conflicts
particularly started in the 1990s when many African countries started to fight deadly
wars such as the war in Somalia or genocide in Rwanda.16
Such conflicts resulted in greater loss of many human lives as a consequence
of endless wars, poverty, diseases, and starvation which overwhelmed the Africans
when compared to the other periods leading to economic, social and political
degradation.17 That’s why the regional and international organizations contribution
became necessary to solve the situation in African conflicts. Theoretically, both
continental and regional organizations are necessary for handling the problems
arising by the conflicting parties by initiating peace conferences, ceasefires, and
future peace-building initiatives. However, in reality, those organizations are
confronted with many situations, which sometimes make them give up on the
conflict resolution projects. Challenges, for instance, they can be immersed in an
armed conflict against the conflicting parties or disagreement among themselves
and others.18
In general, to have a successful conflict resolution, both parties have to
come to a table to negotiate the issues, which have led them to conflict by avoiding
unnecessary disagreements and try to find a common ground, which would help
both parties. This is because conflict resolution is mainly towards the interest of
both parties than to other external advisors. Therefore, they should conduct a costbenefit analysis to weigh between engaging in military confrontations or peaceful
solutions by considering which serves their mutual interests. Conflict management,
i.e., the preparation of a conducive environment that allows for reducing tensions
or conflict resolution, may be facilitated with thinking about realizing an effective
16

Sylvie Kandé, “Africa 1980–2010: Tragedies, Triumphs, and Challenges,” SUNY Old
Westbury, African Age, http://exhibitions.nypl.org/africanaage/essay-africa-2010.html

17

Ibid, Samuel Amoo

18

Joseph S.Nye, Jr, Understanding International Conflict: An Introduction to Theory and
History, Sixth Edition, Pearson Longman, New York: US, 2007
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conflict resolution. This is the third party’s primary role. Therefore, the main
function of the third party should guide both parties to achieve durable peace and
encourage them to move towards their economic and social development while
ending the conflict.19
The regional and international organizations’ contribution to the negotiation
period to resolve conflicts can encourage the opening of compromising channels
between quarreling parties, which may accomplish the ending of the discussion
process. As a third party, the regional organization has clear sets of values, goals,
and interests in resolving a conflict including an idea of the kind of results that it
expects and foresees.20
The same argument is that since regional and international actors have the
power to influence the outcome of the negotiation, their input cannot be disregarded
while trying to solve the situation.21 Although the regional actors such as African
Union (AU), Intergovernmental Authority of Development (IGAD), Economic
Community of West African States (ECOWAS) and other regional powers are
powers who have the mandate to resolve a conflict in the continent they have failed
numerous times in addressing the issues in many African countries.22 Furthermore,
if the regional powers cooperate with the international powers as they have done in
many cases, they could achieve the desired goals of peace and development.i
Based on the declaration made in the 1990s, the Organizational African
Unity (OAU) assessed their failure in resolving the conflict which was widely
spread after the Cold War and concluded that the root cause of the failure was due
to the lack of a combined effort of the members and the conflicting parties
willingness to address their problem.23 As a result, in order to solve this problem,

19

Ibid, Samuel Amoo

20

Ibid

21

Abiodun Oluw Adare, “The African Union and the conflict in Mali: extra-regional influence
and the limitations of a regional actor.” African Journal of Governance and Development, Vol.
3, No. 1, 2014, Pp. 5-20

22

Ibid

23

Ibid

8

the organization members agreed to work in cooperation and tried to solve the
dispute peacefully. Following that in 1993 in the OAU summit held in Cairo, for
the purpose of marking the previous agreement, the leaders of the member states of
Egypt decided to abolish all kinds of conflicts and disputes which affected the
continent negatively and to work in cooperation to promote economic development
in the continent.24
OAU was established in 1963 with the start of the decolonization period
with the mandate of economic, social and political harmony in the continent and
fight against colonialism. However, unlike their mandate, the member states were
divided alongside the colonial experiences they had. For instance, the western parts
of Africa were recognized by “Francophone”, a title which has been held until the
present, and they work in the alignment of the France government, and
“Anglophone” which were British colonies working alongside them and Arabs.25
Therefore, even from the start, the member states tried to be in solidarity about the
continent’s issues with all the interference and penetration. For instance, if we took
the case with the peacekeeping mission in Mali which is a country located in Africa,
the main driver behind the negotiation would be France government mainly because
France had economic interest in the region, which made it impossible for the OAU
to try to resolve the conflict without interference or clashes among themselves.26
Moreover, the prime objective behind the establishment of African Mission
in Mali (AFISMA) was to have an organization which had a direct responsibility to
solve and initiate solutions for recurring problems. However, AFISMA was not able
to complete its mandate due to continues international interventions, lack of funds,
which made the mission dependent on international organizations and lack of
adequate and trained military personnel to fight against the rebel parties. It was,
therefore, referred as a “phantom force” that was dead from the beginning and

24

Ibid

25

Colin Legum, “The Organization of African Unity-Success or Failure?” Royal Institute of
International
Affairs,
Vol.
51,
No.
2,
1975,
Pp.
208-219,
https://www.jstor.org/stable/2617233, Accession date: 16-10-2018

26

Ibid, Oluwadare, 2014
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needed the UN forces to intervene which later they did as UN’s MINUSMA. A case
which not only failed but placed African peacekeepers as non-reliable actors.27
Although OAU took the mandate of peacekeeping in African countries, in
reality, they failed to attain the promised peace in the continent for many reasons.
Some of the reasons include the lack of an independent source of funds, limited
peacekeeping forces and growing disagreement among the member states and
others, which led to the failure of peace and security in the African continent.
Therefore, when the African unity failed to do their job, the UN took the mandate
of achieving peace and security in the continent.28 However, with the scope of the
UN covers, it is impossible for the UN to solve the conflict of all countries in the
world, so that’s why it is necessary for the availability of sub-regional and regional
organizations to solve the conflict within their region.29
Nonetheless, regardless of their difference when a problem had arisen in the
continent, the member states were ready to negotiate in order to solve the conflict
in a peaceful way. For this purpose, they outlined three objectives. The first
objective was to investigate and identify the root causes of conflicts and try to stop
the possibility of arising war in the area. The second was to apply mechanisms of
peace-making and peace-building in case a full-size war erupted in the area. The
last one was to implement initiatives of peace-building and peacemaking during the
post-conflict period.30 Although hypothetically, it seemed too good to be true in
reality, the OAU was disbanded without solving any disputes in the continent.31
To give credit where it is due, despite its deficiencies, the OAU had the
ability to promote coordination regarding developing early warning method in
various sub-regions within Africa. This has existed to upgrade by expanding the
27

Adeline Nnenna Idike and Sylvia Uchenna Agu, “African Union and Intra-State Conflict
Resolution: A Return to the Libyan Crises (2011),” International Journal of Public
Administration, Vol. 37, No. 8, 2014, Pp. 466-73

28

Ibid

29

Ibid
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Adeline Nnenna Idike and Sylvia Uchenna Agu, “African Union and Intra-State Conflict
Resolution: A Return to the Libyan Crises (2011),” International Journal of Public
Administration, Vol. 37, No. 8, 2014, Pp. 466-73

31
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probability of building inter-regional segments or another equal method that
performs as information banks where information concerning the activities of subregional institutions can be effortlessly arranged. However, regardless of AU’s
initiatives to resolve and prevent conflicts, violent conflicts still remain and
continue in Africa.32
In the same way as the case of Somalia, all the peace-building initiatives
arranged by the sub-regional, regional and international actors have failed so far
placing the country as one of the most dangerous countries in the world. Starting
from 1991, with the failure of Siad Barre government, the country has been in
constant conflict for more than two decades leading Somalia to economic
degradation, the genocide of local people as a result of civil war, poverty, mass
migration, terrorism, and piracy. As a result of this, Somalia is labeled as one of the
failed states and place of terrorism in the world. Initially, the UN forces and
humanitarian organizations entered Somalia with the intention of stopping the
conflict and build peace and stability in the country. However, with no result, the
special mission dispersed giving a mandate to the regional and sub-regional
organizations.
The same with the initiatives done by IGAD, OAU, AU, Arab League, UN,
neighboring countries and international powers individually interfered directly or
indirectly in resolving the conflict in the country and in the region. In the report
announced by the UN in 2016, hundreds of Somalia children are dying per day as
a result of poverty bringing back memories of the most recent Great Horn of Africa
drought in 2011-12, when the UN affirmed that 250,000, almost entirely children,
died from starvation.33 However, according to the article written by Thomas C.
Mountain, the main reason for the loss of those children is not only starvation but
also due to the fact that their country is penetrated and occupied by foreign
powers.34
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According to Mountain, Somalia is the way it is as a result of the foreign
interventions and invasion of neighboring countries.35 In 2006 when the UN forced
the Ethiopian forces to withdraw from a part of Somali and with the withdrawal of
the AU, UN and other peacekeeping missions, the country experienced peace after
years of conflicts. During that period, Somalia was peaceful and started to
reconstruct a war-torn state thanks to the Union of Islamic Courts (UIC), a coalition
of Somali Clan Elders and senior Islamic religious leaders or Sheiks.36 Furthermore,
the UIC forced the chieftains and rebels from Mogadishu while started peace
negotiations within the clan members achieving amity for the time in most part of
the states.37The Port of Mogadishu had been reopened and talks for reopening
Mogadishu Airport had begun.38 However, it all fall out with the intervention of
AU and UN, and invasion of Mogadishu by Ethiopia turning the situation to worst.
Other scholars also agree with Mountain’s idea of the negative side of
intervention in Somalia. For instance, according to Ryne, the Islamist Extremist
(i.e. Al-Shabab) can engage an important role in solving the conflict in Somalia and
help peace-building in the nation.39 Furthermore, Al-Shabab should be part of the
solution to solve the nation’s problem rather than intervention.40 Yet, this group is
declared as a terrorist organization with great support and connection with AlQaeda and other terrorist organizations. Although Ryne did not agree with what
they have done against humanity and their nation, he justified their action as it is a
fight against the US and international powers, who force the country to achieve
peace with the western alignment.41
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Nevertheless, unlike others, Douglas Ansel argues that rather than
negotiating with the local groups, sub-regional and regional powers, international
communities should take responsibility to work directly in the country to resolve
the conflict in Somalian case rather than transferring the mandate to the local, subregional and regional actors to handle the problem in their region.42 For the
international actors rather than pressuring the rebel groups, they have to focus their
energy and fund in trying to find a mechanism which could create a peaceful
environment for Somalia.43 He also recommended for the international actors to
work with the civil societies in the country in order to install a legitimate centralized
government in Somalia with the mandate of leading the country to peace,
development, and prosperity.44
Another scholar, Ashley Lynn Green also suggested that peace-building
patterns can be successful when the people of Somalia are taught to be having a
nationalistic identity rather than being affiliated to religious, ethnic, tribal and other
identities.45 According to her, the state can be formed in Somalia with the
collaboration of local stakeholders and different tribes who can have the same goal
of having a state identity. Furthermore, international communities should try to
address peace-building with the idea of nationalism rather than addressing the root
cause which forced them to have different opinions.46 The countries in the world
have gained their independence and achieved their economic development after
embracing the nationalism concept, Somalian people, chieftains and warlords
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should also learn from the experience of other countries if they wanted to resolve
the problem within their state and build peace in their country and region.47
Despite the difference in the scholars’ opinions on the theoretical structure
and the empirical objective, reconciliation should be settled among the antagonistic
parties. Moreover, it should be a gradual transformation of long-lasting resentment
to peaceful relations which aims to build solidarity, mutual respect, and cooperation
towards economic and political development. Throughout this process, former
rivals can establish new relations which benefit all the parties with the cornerstone
of trust, respect, and cooperation.48
Particularly if the disputing parties agreed to solve their problem in this way,
it would lead to remarkably positive relations. Considering the value of common
identity in fostering inter-group conflicts in antagonistic societies, the same identity
has the power to foster cooperation between societies in seeking fruitful
reconciliation process. This is a meaningful reconciliation and for a prolonged
identity-based conflict to be resolved. Identities must be changed and transformed,
so that, they develop peace and resolution instead of conflicts and antagonism.
It is worth noticing that the procedure of reconciliation cannot be handled
and ran by the government, decision-makers and the elites alone. For a productive
reconciliation process, especially in a deeply divided society, it is required to adopt
necessary changes that will help reach various segments of the society and have
them engage actively in the reconciliation and compromise method so as to
recognize a broader influence on the society.49 Moreover, conflict transformation
demands a decently systemic method to post-conflict reconciliation that typically
relates to instantly changing social and psychological connections at different levels
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of local society. successfully changing a conflict system characterized by
aggressively divided, antagonistic, and violent interactions toward peace-system
categorized by possible means of moral and cooperative relations with the
remarkable capacity to typically discover non-violent contrivances for accurately is
testifying and handling hostilities.50
For centuries, Africa has been categorized as one of the most volatile
continents in the world. This was mainly due to its availability of resources and its
strategic locations, which placed the continent under a constant intervention and
colonization. However, even after decolonization of the continent most of the
countries remained under conflict as a result of the artificially drawn borders which
were drawn by the European colonizers. Although the colonial powers are not
directly colonizing those countries, their penetration hasn’t stopped until present.
Somalia as part of the continent is located in the most penetrated and violent region
of the continent. For more than two decades and even after their independence, it
was positioned by the eastern and western bloc as a center of competition for the
two hegemony powers. As a result, even after the fall down of the Soviet Union the
legacy of those colonial powers remained in the region in general and in the state
in particular.
Especially after 1991, it was submerged under unending war with
neighboring countries and conflict among themselves. Furthermore, regardless of
the peace accords initiatives and negotiations made by sub-regional, regional and
international communities, there has been no positive result achieved yet. Instead,
the more the international actors interfere the country, the more the civil conflict
makes the region as one of the most restless and dangerous regions in the world.
Peace-building is a concept which came to picture after the breakdown of
the Soviet Union initiated by the UN and US in order to resolve the conflicts in
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many areas of the world. Particularly during the post-cold war period with the rise
of conflict in neighboring countries, the need to have a peace-building and conflict
resolution mechanisms had risen dramatically. However, although theoretically, the
concept of peace-building and conflict resolution were very easy in reality, the UN
has failed in many countries from achieving a durable peace. Although, it is
comment truth that peace-building is a long-term process, and it needs time and
effort to achieve peace in a region. However, in many cases of countries even with
a passing period of time attaining durable peace has become a moot point.
Somalia is one of those countries, which has suffered under a constant
conflict for more than two decades, affecting not only the region of horn Africa but
also in international communities. For years although sub-regional and regional
actors and the UN have proposed many initiatives and spent a lot of money to
resolve the conflict and install a legitimate government in Somalia, nothing has
been achieved. The main reason for this is while trying to solve the civil conflict in
Somalia, the regional and international actors have their own interests, which made
it impossible to reach an agreement.
Moreover, while trying to build a durable peace in the region, the external
actors disregard the immediate need of the locals and in various cases that they
didn’t involve them in discussions. Therefore, the main objective of this study will
focus on showing the impact of the international actors in the peace-building
process, why the peace-building proposal failed numerous times and the importance
of involving local members in the patterns of the peace-building of their country
rather than just discussing it without their involvement and trying to apply it in their
country.
Therefore, this thesis tries to respond to the following questions:
I)

What is the root cause of the Somalia conflict?

II)

What has been done by the regional and international actors to solve the
conflict?
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III)

What is the main reason that Somalia didn’t achieve a durable peace
regardless of the peace-building process initiated by the UN?

IV) How can the Somalia conflict be resolved?
In this thesis, we will be using qualitative study in assessing the different
events. Furthermore, primary and secondary data will be used in collecting
necessary data such as interviews and speeches of politicians, intellectuals and
others. This data may already have been collected by different Media and could be
used as primary data. Books, journals, articles, newspapers, and other sources will
be used as secondary data. The identified gaps will help us to navigate the previous
research mistakes in studies undertaken on similar problems. In addition, the
information obtained will help to determine new approaches and stimulate ideas in
along with alerting the researcher to investigate various researches potential that
have been missed before.
The main aim of this research is to make an analysis of the peace-building
patterns made in Somalia by the external and internal actors. Since the start of the
conflict in 1991, Somalia has been under a constant civil war. To make it worse the
conflict in Somalia not only affected the people of Somali but also the international
communities in general. This was due to the fact that after the failure of the
government, Somalia became a home for terrorist groups and pirates which
terrorized the region in particular and the world in general. Although the peacebuilding process started right after the start of the conflict which was in 1991 with
the failure of the government, no positive result has been achieved so far.
Therefore, the study made in this thesis demonstrates briefly why Somalia
is the way it is even after the regional, sub-regional and international organizations
and after spending millions of funds in initiating peace-building in the country. The
main reasons for the failure of those initiatives are described in the chapters below
in detail.
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As such: in the first chapter of the thesis the research questions needed to be
asked in order to come up with the hypothesis, why need to study this thesis, what
other scholars say about the topic and others are described in detail.
While in chapter two the root cause of the conflict is identified with the help
of the historical background. This chapter shows in detail although conflict was the
part of the life of the people living in the region in the pre-historic era, it was
colonization which triggered the already started conflict. When Europeans without
regard to the culture, tradition, and ethnicity of the inhabitants living in the area
divided Somalia into five parts among British, French and Italy. Those colonial
powers not only destroyed their culture but also installed their own different
ideologies to the people leaving in those areas. Furthermore, even the neighboring
countries used the opportunity of rivalry among the European powers to slice part
of their lands to joining their region. Thus, leaving a great legacy to the postcolonization era of Somalia. However, the people of Somalia are not exempted from
being the cause of the conflict. Despite the fact that Somalis are one of the most
homogenous societies in the world when it comes to culture, religion, ethnicity, and
language, it didn’t stop them from competing for power, land, and resources. This
rivalry became much worst with the failure of President Bare in 1991.
The third chapter, however, focuses mainly on the peace-keeping initiatives
made by external and internal actors. This chapter gives a detailed understanding
of what is done to solve the issue in Somali and secure a lasting peace in the area.
However, according to this chapter all the initiatives done by the sub-regional,
regional and international actors regardless of the missions, humanitarian activities
and funds achieved a very limited result. It is true that those external actors have
faced many challenges while working towards the achievement of durable peace in
Somalia. However, all those initiatives have one thing in common that is rather than
focusing on the people of Somalia they put their self-interest above anything else.
It doesn’t matter where the interference comes from the end result will be the same.
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As it is seen in the final chapter the international interventions only achieved
a temporary peace for a while by later, they fueled the already existing conflict. For
instance, the peace-building process by the AU and UN are still going with the
collaboration AMISOM which still exists in many parts of Somalia. However, until
the present, they have achieved very little, and instead, they are spending a lot of
funds that could have been used for the development of the country. However, at
present, even the external donors are exhausted and are withdrawing their support
from the peacekeeping mission. As a result, AMISOM is facing a lack of funds,
poor institutional structures and low levels of discipline. As they are dependent on
the donors for their funds, they couldn’t fulfill their goals to achieve the desired
stability or peace in the region. This situation in return opened doors for the radical
Islamic groups to expand their power in the region while reclaiming the areas which
they already lost at the initial state of AMISOM’s deployment.
Therefore, the thesis can easily assume that more than the external peacebuilding process in Somali the internal patterns has shown more success. This is
mainly because when the internal actors such as the conflicting parties came
together to discuss and solve the issues of their country, it is more beneficial than
when other third-party country coming trying to intervene in the issues. That is most
of the time when the sub-regional, regional and international community tried to
solve the conflict in Somalia, there is a very few or no participation of the clan
members and leaders of the opposition parties. How the issue can be solved if those
parties didn’t come into an agreement? Therefore, although the peace-building
process is a very complicated and time-consuming process when all direct
stakeholders are participating with the same goal, it can be easily achieved. Neither
peace-building nor state-building can be effective in the Somali region without the
broad and inclusive engagement of the Somali people.
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CHAPTER TWO
THE HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF SOMALIA
2.1 Pre-Colonial History of Somalia
In order to understand why countries are immersed in conflicts for years, it
is important to see it from a historical perspective. History gives a brief view of
what has happened in the past that led to the current circumstance or the future.
That is why learning the history of East Africa in general and Somalia, in particular,
will help us in identifying the main root cause of the conflict and what has been
done to resolve the conflict.
For centuries, European imperialists threatened Africa as a continent with
no civilizations, however, their archaeological evidence showed that the continent
and its population has long histories and civilization way before the 15th century of
the discovery of Africa.51 Nevertheless, due to their perceptions, most of the
histories recorded traced back to years after the discovery of the continent. What is
more, no value was given to the pre-European history of the continent. Although
there are no records on the earlier periods written from the African historian
perspectives, many chronological records show that European emperors didn’t
bring a new political system in the continent, instead they fitted with the already
existing centralized political system in the region.52 The African Civil Service has
its roots in a pre-colonial institution on which European powers relied to make the
colonial nations and consolidate the administration.53 That’s why it was easy for the
colonizers to install their ways in the countries and added to the civilization by
brought their know-how and technologies.
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Prior to the arrival of Europeans, there was great civilization and state
formations in many parts of the regions of Africa. For instance, one of the first
greatest examples of the state formation in the history traced to the 4th millennium
BCE in the area of the Nile River.54 This is the river which connects the east African
countries to Egypt and other Arab states. The river Nile rises in the region and flows
through to Egypt linking all the countries in a mortal association for survival.55
Along with its eastern coast, it gives on to the Red Sea, the Gulf of Aden, and the
Indian Ocean, its people engaged in trade for millennia, linking themselves to the
Gulf and beyond. As a result, for centuries starting with traders, empires and
religious affiliations pierced the region.
Somalia is one of the nations located in this part of Africa, a region which
is penetrated by external powers. According to Alexander Rondos, the European
Union Representative for the Horn of Africa described the region of the Horn Africa
that is one of the most penetrated regions in the world; it is because the region is
placed in the crossroad which connects from south to north and east to west.56
Though, before colonization there were no delimited borders in the region of the
horn of Africa, there were kingdoms and chieftains ruling over those countries for
centuries.
From 700CE-1200CE Somalian people started organizing into groups of
tribes which arrived from some Arab countries such as Oman, Yemen and Saudi
Arabia known as the Samaal started expanding in the area concurring the first
habitants of those areas known as the Bantu tribes.57 Those Arabs were mainly
Yemeni Ancestors.
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Particularly due to the proximity of Somalia to the red sea region, many
Arabs which escaped from prosecution migrated and settled in those areas. Those
people intermarried with the locals which were mostly nomads expending the
Somali states and sultanates.58 Throughout the time until the end 17th centuries, the
sultanates fought with the many wars with the neighboring empires such as
Abyssinian Empire (Present Ethiopia) and others to expand and subjugated their
territories. As a result, they controlled most parts of the horn of Africa until their
kingdom collapsed into fragmented tribes fighting against each other for power and
resources.

The Kingdoms and sultanate include Sultanate of Adal, Obbia,

Mijerteyn Oman and Ajuran.59 From the 17th century onward until the colonization
Somalia was controlled by the last Sultanate of Oman.
The peculiarity of the region is that there has never been a time without
conflicts throughout the history of humanity. Starting with the earlier times when
the local nomads started fighting for the rights of water and areas following with
the conquest foreign powers such as- Arabs, Egyptians, France, British, and Italy
until the present times, the conflict is continuing. Therefore, although colonization
has played a significant role in triggering the conflict in Somalia, placing all the
blames on it will be misleading. Long before Europeans set their feet on the region
of East Africa, locals and new external powers had started the conflict for power,
trading rights and resources in the region.
The Somalia clans are divided into six categories, in which four of them are
the main and biggest clans leading the country; Those are the Hawiye, Darad, Dir,
and Isaaq.60 Those four large tribes are composed of 80% of the Somalian
population, and they share the same semantic and cultural origin.61 Furthermore,
those people were nomads depending on their herds for their living hood. The two
smaller clans are the Rahan-weyn and the Digil were composed of 20% of the
population. According to him for centuries in Somalia, the clan structure performs
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and plays a critical position in Somalia politics. Although Somalia has been
available in genealogy-based clan’s framework, frequently the structure of the
Somalia clan is changeable and flexible which shape according to shifting
conditions. However, in modern Somalia inter-conflicts break out after some clan
leaders seeking to gain access to resource and power. Clan system has influences
on the traditional conflicts in Somalia, and its influence can be crucial and
harmful.62
The unrestrained and crisis-ridden history that Somalia has faced as a result
of the economy and social problems has also fueled the conflict in Somalia. What
is more, Somali state’s political history overall and the South-Central Somali
Region (Jubbaland) in specific will be highlighted below. According to some
scholars, the bottom line of the struggle and dispute in lower-Juba is an argument
of the ownership and control over resources of the territory.63 The first clan in the
territory are the Ogaden, Harti, Marehan, and Hawiye. However, other clans all
argue over the claims of Kismayu with controlling of its neighborhood. The
argument, as it has developed, is mainly between the Darood; Ogaden, Marehan,
and the Harti, leaving all others external of the contest for political leadership.64
Other authors disagree that the initial settlers in the area of the Kismayu
were Banjuni people between the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries.65 In 1865,
Ogaden Somalis from the east to the west part of the Juba-River had effect forcing
out the Oromo, who have been living for a long time. The Ogaden then received the
ruling of the pastoral lands in large amount like the Tana and Juba rivers. The first
Ogaden inhabitants of Kismayu city were Muqaabul sub-clan of Ogaden, and
currently, they are very strong in Badade District in the south of Kismayu.66
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In the 1880s, Harti merchants resided in the Kismayu and started to gain a
position in the town.67 Majeerteen businessmen were the key Harti division which
sited in the town. The social struggle between Osman Mahmoud and Ali Suleiban
Majeerteen in north-east Somalia also accelerated a huge number of Ali Suleiban
to immigrate into Kismayu, which tremendously increased the great number of
leading Harti tribes in that zone. In the start of the 20th century, Issa Mohmoud and
the Dolbahunte immigrated to Kismayu during the hostile rivalries of the Sayid
Abdulla Hassan.68
As discussed above, although conflict was a bigger part of the people who
lived in the region, colonization also played the biggest part in fueling the conflict
in those areas. The area of East Africa in general and Somalia, in particular, were
characterized as one of the areas in the world which are very prone to conflict.
That’s why even after independence the conditions get from bad to worse. The map
shows the region of Africa in general prior to colonization. Although, the areas were
divided by kingdoms rather than borders. The part of east Africa unlike the present,
the smaller kingdoms and sultanates used to rule those areas for centuries.
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Map.1 Pre-Colonial Africa69

2.2 The Colonization of Somalia
As explained in the pre-colonial period, the conflict for the part of Somalia
started centuries ago before the arrival of European powers. Unlike what
colonializes justification for their actions, as modernizing the uncivilized people of
the world, the region of East Africa the same as other parts in the continent was one
of the earliest civilizations in the history of the world. According to history in the
10th century, Somalian were already trading with Chinese, Middle Eastern and other
traders from Far East merchants.70 Moreover, the region was the most integrated
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region with the outside world with the neighbors, across the region, and outside the
continent trade was common.71 Societies interacted with one another through
commerce, marriage, migration, diplomacy, and warfare.72
This integration had opened doors for the people to learn from other societies
and develop accordingly. However, there was no sovereign state formation or a
state building concept. Until the start of colonization, many kingdoms ruled the area
in a centralized way.73 This made the transition of the colonial powers easier in
those countries very easy. In addition, almost all the cultures unemployment,
poverty and homelessness were new concepts which arrived after colonization. For
centuries, wealthy clans look after the poor relatives by giving them part of their
lands or livestock as rent in return for a percentage of what they earned.74
Colonialism in Africa initially started as a result of the greed of Europeans
for power, raw materials, and markets for their products. Power was the main
driving force for Europeans because having colonies used to be perceived as one of
the pillars of gaining upper hand in the world politics. That’s why almost all
colonizers fought for colonies without knowing those areas in detail or their
importance. For instance, Germany was one of the last countries in Europe which
entered in the competition for colonies. Because until that time they didn’t have any
interest in acquiring colonies. That’s why when Bismarck of Germany was asked
about his changing attitude, his reply was, “fear of his enemy’s having supremacy
in economy and politics have driven them to participate in the race for acquiring
colonies.”75 It was the main reason which triggered those powers to participate in
sketching and disseminating artificial boundaries among those powers.
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Though, Europeans gained an opportunity for trading and later exploitation
from those countries after discoveries made by Vasco DA Gama in the15th century.
In the start of the fifteenth century with the arrival of European traders followed by
the colonial powers, a competition over the region increased dramatically. Leading
to the scramble of the whole of Africa. This was a period during which many
European powers gained an awareness that the continent has plenty of availability
of resources for their growing industries, working man-powers, and the market for
their products.76 Their greed grew dramatically with the arrival of new European
powers in world politics. Prior to colonization the competition for a territory
represents pre-eminence over others. Therefore, France, Germany, Belgium, Italy,
Portugal, and Spain compete aggressively for territories in Britain.77
As a result, Europeans decided to divide the continent among themselves
rather than repeating the same disaster which they encountered during the thirty
years of religious war. To save themselves from the possibility of devastation
economically and politically. Therefore, the “Scramble for Africa” became one of
the best examples of international relations diplomacy in world history. Somalia as
part of Africa was colonized by three powers in the 19th century. The same as the
other parts of the continent, Somalia has faced a fierce competition between France,
Italy, and Britain. However, unlike the others, it was also a victim of regional
powers (Ethiopia and Egypt) and international powers. As a result, it was divided
among those three European powers while the Ogaden part was annexed by
Ethiopia. During the colonial period, Ethiopia was the only empire which has never
been colonized by other powers. Therefore, they used the opportunity to expand to
the neighboring countries. Even after their independence in 1977 Somalia fought
many wars and are still fighting with Ethiopia in order to recover those parts taken
during the colonial era.
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Colonization has left a big legacy in all former colonies, however, in the
horn of Africa and particularly in Somalia the legacy was much worse when
compared to other countries. The region became violent even after the
independence of those countries. The main reason for the penetration and violence
in the region can be explained briefly as a resource and location curse. Many authors
described a resource curse to the countries regardless of their richness, and their
population suffers in poverty and conflict while outsiders exploit their resources.
Almost all the conflicts recorded in the world have as strong connections with the
exploitation of raw materials, whether the exploitation is legal or illegal it elicits an
intense conflict.78
Regarding the availability of resources and geographical location, the region
of horn Africa should have been one of the most developed and wealthy regions in
the world. Because it is a region which has an absolute advantage over others when
it comes to the availability of raw materials and its location, and also it is
characterized as the most suitable area for international trade and attraction of
tourism. Nevertheless, the competition to dominate the region turned the area as a
center of violence and poverty.
The largest conflicts in Africa were caused by a consequence of the artificial
borders made by Europeans. As part of the continent, Somalia was not exempted
from this division. What is more, it is one of the biggest examples in the world
history how rivalry among colonizers can devastate a country and how far the
legacy goes. Colonization started with the competition between Portugal and Spain.
For a resource the latter grew to territories in the 15th century, followed with the
arrival of other European powers until lastly, they decided to divide the territories
in the start of 18th to the 19th century. As it is seen in East Africa, during that time
Somalia was divided among three big powers.
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Map. 2 Africa After Colonization79
Somalia was occupied by British, France and Italy empires which were the
greatest and strongest powers of the world. They divided not only Somalia but the
horn of Africa with the exception of Ethiopia among themselves. The British
conquered the northern regions of modern Somalia and renamed it as Somaliland.
Furthermore, the British craved and occupied the Ogaden region of Somalia to
relinquish it later to Ethiopia when they decided to withdraw from East Africa in
addition to the Northern Frontier District (NFD) which was used to be part of the
Jubaland region of Somalia which got annexed later by Kenya during the colonial
period with the supervisor of British, while French conquered the northwestern part
of Somalia and renamed it as French Somaliland. The southern-central sections of
Somalia containing Mogadishu the country’s capital city was seized by Italy and
gave a new name which was Italian Somaliland.80Britain and France gained the
control of the longest coastline in Somalia which stretches from the Red Sea to the
Suez Canal which was the most strategic and trading area in the region, while
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Ethiopia and Italy were also competing over the remaining part of Somalia.81
However, in 1884 Italy also acquired the southern area of Somalia and renamed it
as Italian Somaliland. Following that Italy, British and Ethiopia fought long for
Italian and British Somaliland until in 1949 the new UN placed is as a protectorate
of Italy.82
The invasion and proxy wars which resulted in nationalist movements that
used both armed and non-armed means of conflict against colorizations upraised.
Sayed Mohamed Abdalla Hassan was considered one of the main armed resistance
of the Dervish Movement in Somalia, particularly northern regions of the country
where British forces occupied.83 The Dervis movements were nationalists that were
against European invaders including Britain and Italy; As well as Ethiopia that was
part of a scramble of East Africa and was interested to take its lions in the region.
So, to restrain the Dervish movement, the British and allied forces launched the first
aerial bombardments in Africa against small nationalist movement in 1920. During
these periods, Somali resistant took the shape of national political parties that
advocated against colonization of Africa and spearheaded African freedom
movement organizations as well as took the flag-ship of all great Somalia those who
were under Ethiopia, Britain, and France.84
The most well-organized resistant entities were Somali Youth League
(SYL) around the south while the north was Somalia National League (SNL). The
Somali struggling for freedom became widely spread and resulted withdrawal of
British administration from the Northern part of Somalia on the 26th June 1960. It
was also terminated administration of the Italian in the southern part on 1st July
1960. Without delay, the two liberated administrations (south/north) joined together

81

By Wolfgang Achtner, “The Italian Connection: How Rome Helped Ruin Somalia,”
Washington, January 24, 1993,
https://www.washingtonpost.com/archive/opinions/1993/01/24/the-italian-connection-howrome-helped-ruin-somalia/cd843c56-6443-42e4-98b60f0a9147cee3/?noredirect=on&utm_term=.43e94552d6d2

82

Ibid

83

Ioan Myrddin Lewis

84

Abdullah A. Mohamoud, "State Collapse and Post-Conflict Development in Africa: The Case
of Somalia (1960-2001),” Purdue University Press, 2006

30

under the name of Somalia Republic. When the two regions united they applied
multi-party system that they took from the western style of governance and held
successful parliamentary and presidential elections for two terms.
Nevertheless, while the European empires take turns occupying the Somalia
land in general, Somalia clans were also busily engaged in conflict with each other
rather than fighting against colonialism in unity. In the 20th century, Somalian clans
were at war with each other over territories. The Majeerteen and Ogadenis which
were clans of Somalia were in a conflict which resulted in the greatest number
causalities. For instance, during the conflict, almost 80 Harti were killed. The
Ogadenis call the battle area as “Lafa-Harti” ‘which means the Bones of the Harti’,
while the Hartis also call that area as “Lafa-Rag” which expresses ‘the Bones of
Men’.85
Initially, Jubbaland hosted numerous fights between Marehan and Awlihan
sub-clan of Ogaden. However, from the time British Empire took over kismayu
from Italians, and British administration typically forced the two clans Harti and
Ogadenis who were fighting for the productive and fertile region to sign a treaty.
Ogaden stated that the agreement provided superiority for the Ogadenis, which
offered to be Sultan, Ahmed Magan, which gives overall authority in Jubbaland.
On the contrary, the Harti, the treaty identified that the Ogaden generally Mohamed
Zubeir should stay in Liboi-Kismayo in the north section of Kismayu, while to the
south, the region stayed under the rule of the Harti.86
Another key factor behind the prolonged source of the antagonistic fighting
in Lower-Juba was caused by the shape of the society and clan composition of the
locale. In addition to that, the illiteracy rate of the locals made the situation worse.
The people who lived in the southern area lack homogeneity which is different from
the northern regions. The difference among the societies in the region had a huge
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difference in their language, cultures, various complication of social structure and
is characterized by their lack uniformity or homogeneous of shepherds in the north
of the districts. The region is an important area, in which pastorals, rural and coastal
societies accommodated and met in that land. Within the lower-Juba region, there
are precisely several big clans confederated, traditionally exercising distinctive
economic activities. The Ogadeni (Awlihan, Muqaabul, Bartire, and MohamedZubeir), Marehan, Hawiye (Gal-jaal) Biya-mal (Dir) are typically pastoralist. The
Hawiye sub-clans of Sheikhal, Xawadlle. In notable the Bantuu have been local
farmers; while the Banjunii, Tuuni, Harti (Majerteen, Warsengelii, Dolbahunte) are
coastal people and mainly used practice business and fishing.87 The Bantu societies
are found along the course of the river Juba. 88
Bantu society is split into two major groups; the Mushunguli and Shanbara.
The Mushunguli also named Wazuguas which were considered to be a possible
successor of former slaves from Tanzania, they came in 1836 after a long drought.89
They withhold their social identity in East-African and also, they speak different
languages like Swahili and Afmaymay, typically found in an equitably neighboring
territory between Kamsuma beside the Juba and Zunguri.90Another clan was the
Shanbaras. This clan was composed of five sub-clans which are Myao, Mkuwa,
Mgindu, Mlima, and Nyasa. They are thought to be successors of the former slaves
from Mozambique, Tanzania, and Malawi. These clans were placed in the Jilib city
but later they got mixed with the Somalian societies. Furthermore, they replaced
their names with new Somalian names.91
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Although, Colonizers promised civilization for the uncivilized community
when they arrived. The level of literacy in Somalia was very low. This lack of
education might be a cause for the unending conflict while their country was being
exploited by others. The educational department had been undermined throughout
the colonial period; this has resulted in the low-level education among the locals.
According to Paul Collier, an expert on conflict has analyzed the relations between
the dispute and poor education. According to him, illiteracy has a direct co-relation
with conflict and also decreases growth and development. According to his study,
he took the examples of countries in the conflicts and their level of education with
little education or no education at all. This was the same case with Somalia, a
country which was under conflict for the past decades.92
In short, although several sultans ruled Somalia there were regular conflicts
in the region prior to the colonization period. However, it was relatively more stable
compared to the time of colonization. During the period not only the clans but also
colonial powers fought for a slice of Somalia triggering the already existed conflict
for a remaining part of Somalia which was not colonized. What is peculiar about
the case of Somalia was not only the European empires but also the regional powers
such as Kenya, Ethiopia and Egypt played another part in craving lands from
Somalia during the scramble for Africa. Following the decolonization period, it was
those lands which led to the regional conflict between those countries, new state of
Somalia and other fragmented states, which were created as a result of the scramble.

2.3 Post-Colonial History of the Protracted Conflict in Somalia
The fight among the colonial powers continued until the end of the WW II.
Particularly the proxy war between Italy and Britain over the territories of Somalia
was intense. During that period the Italian army forced the British forces to cede
the territories of Somali. As a result, British withdrew from those areas occupying
only the coastal region of Somalia. However, with the end of the Second World
92

Johan Galtung, “Peace by Peaceful Means: Peace and Conflict, Development and Civilization”
London: UK, 1996, doi:10.4135/9781446221631.

33

War Italy was defeated, thus the newly established UN took control of those lands,
however, relinquish its administration to Italy. Following 1948 Italy administered
Italy for ten years until their independence in the 1960s.93
After the Second World War Italy was defeated and ceased to become a
world power in the world politics, and they were forced to cede their territories in
the horn of Africa to British under the peace treaty in 1947.94 Nevertheless, the UN
reinstated them to be patrons of Somalia and Eritrea without regard to the people's
wishes.95To make issues worse, the actual demarcation of the boundaries of
Somalia was doomed to make Italy collide with Ethiopia, above all because of the
Ogaden.96 During the period Italy has already ceded their territories from all the
parts of East Africa such as Eritrea and Libya. Therefore, giving up the Somalia
area to Ethiopia was unthinkable. As a result, they have to fight against Ethiopia
over the remaining territories of the region.
Therefore, during the period of ten years, Italy succeeded in replacing the
British culture in by working with local chieftains and providing them with
necessary aids. Nevertheless, Italy can’t develop Somali mainly due to the lack of
financial sources the used to have before their defeat.97 Furthermore, they couldn’t
lead the Somali people to have a stable government mainly due to their less
knowledge of the political system of the Somalian people and the complexity of
their tribal system.98 Therefore, though out their time until the independence of
Somalia in 1960 Italian armed forces, which took the administration of Somali, had
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little idea what to do. As a result, they tried to install the same centralized political
system, which later after the independence led to the fall of the government.
Throughout the colonization, decolonization and present times the
international and regional powers ploy did not cease in Somalia. However, it is after
Somalia became a mandate, they started fighting revolutionary fights against all and
lastly achieved their independence in 1960.

2.4 Decolonization and Cold War in Somalia
After years of fighting between British and Italy in 1960, Somalia gained
their independence after the former British-Somaliland and Italian-Somaliland
came together and developed one state. However, following their independence the
Somalia Republic under President Barre, decided to reclaim the territories, which
were occupied by Kenya, Ethiopia and Djibouti ruled by the French Administration
at that time.99 This inspired the rise of “Pan-Somali nationalism” which later gave
an alarm to its neighboring countries. The rise of nationalism in Somali didn’t sit
well with the Ethiopian and Kenyan governments, however, Djibouti was under the
rule of France.
The Cold War brought a hot and violent war in Somalia and the neighboring
states starting with 1945. Although it was an ideological war in Africa, it was a
proxy war which led to a lot of conflicts in the region. The Cold War started which
gained its importance at the end of the Second World War when the Axis Powers
were driven from the world power and politics. Furthermore, it was the period when
Washington and Moscow entered the world politics as dominant powers dividing
the world into two blocs. The Cold War also shaped the foreign policy and domestic
politics of most other nations around the globe.100 Somalia was not an exception
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from this hegemony by the powers. As a result, the little independence and freedom
they achieved lasted for a little while before they were mandated to Italy. However,
even though they were mandated they were also forced to follow the western
ideology which was opposite to the communism.
At foreign affairs point of view, Somalia pursued a policy of advocating for
the decolonization of the other African nations that were the under the colony. The
effort of the need of freedom of all African colonized nations from external or
internal occupation was the first priority to be focused while Somalis were
struggling to get two main regions that the colony handed over to the neighboring
countries, namely Kenya and Ethiopia.101 The two Somali united regions
campaigned diplomatic approach in the international arena for the freedom of
French colonized region in Somalia, supporting peaceful civil demonstration and
public disobedience that forced French administration to give Djibouti their
independence, the only condition was that they should not be part of the greater
Somalia.102 On the other hand, the issue of the other two regions that Ethiopia and
Kenya occupied with Somali population was approached differently and engaged
direct military war in 1964 and 1977, which was the national obligation of
reclamation of the lost regions of the country that the colonial countries gave to
other neighboring countries.
The Somali democracy might be termed as a short-lived since it was
suspended by the military after a mysterious assassination incident of the
democratically president Sharmake in October 1969. A military coup took to the
power with a non-violent. In 21st October 1969, thus claiming Major General Barre
as the president of Somalia. While the way of running democracy was frustrated,
the country transformed quickly locally and internationally. There was a
tremendous advancement in many key areas of the life, the foreign affairs and the
army is the most transformed. By 1974, the soured African relationship of the OAU
was reformed with the new affiliation with the Arab league.
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Nevertheless, in 1970 the President of Somalia General Barre shifted their
ideology to communism under the guidance of Moscow. The following years
Somalia received aids and military support from the Soviet as a satellite of soviet
in the region. While Ethiopia the neighboring country was a western satellite.
However, things started changing in 1974 when Ethiopia shifted to communism.
Moscow withdraws their support from Somalia to support Ethiopia. In 1977, seven
years after Somalia announced a communist state, they started a war to reclaim their
boundaries against Ethiopia with the hope of receiving support from Soviet.
However, long before that Moscow had shifted their support to Ethiopia. Attacking
Somalian troops with the support of Cuba which led to the huge defeat of Somali
in the Ogaden War.103
During the cold war, although the west kept supporting Ethiopia and Kenya,
this didn’t discourage Somali representatives from asking support from the west.
However, Washington didn’t support Somali in their fight to regain their territories
against Kenyan and Ethiopian armies. The new military leadership which was well
known with the ill-equipped situation of the Somali military forces instantly seeks
support to the Union of Soviet Socialist Republic (USSR). The USSR was
following on the Horn of Africa situation to counterbalance the western
involvement in the region. The USSR responded quickly to Somali requests within
a limited timeframe and the Somali military received advanced equipment so
became one of the strongest militaries in the continent. Later on in 1977 to 78 the
Ogaden war erupted between Somalia and Ethiopia using the equipment and the
training that they get from the UUSR and captured 90 percent of the disputed
Somali region and inflicted a severe blow to the reliability of the Ethiopian army
that was ones contributed one of Africa’s best armies.
During Somalia the conflict, the USSR changed their support to Ethiopian
side when Somalia declined to withdraw its troops from the land they captured from
Ethiopia. When the USSR switched to Ethiopia side and left Somalia without an
alliance, Somalia suffered and lost the battle in the Ogaden Region of the occupied
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land against the Warsaw alliance. The USSR and its partners, including Arab
Countries which affiliated Communism, such as Libya, Southern Yemen, and Cuba
supported in favor of Ethiopia. The aftermath of the conflict, Somalia faced selfdestruction of the country instead of liberating the Ogaden region.104
After the end of the Cold War the Soviet and Western armies, this withdrew
from the areas, left huge armament in the Somali land without a legal government.
This huge amount of armaments in hands of the local people led Somalia to a camp
of war and conflict. Therefore, even the although an independent state in theory in
practice Somalia like other most Africa countries were not free of neo-colonization
under the pretext of mandate and political ideology. What is more, the legacy of the
Cold War in the region was much worse that of the colonization period.

2.5 The Collapse of the Somali State and the Post-1991 Conflict State
In 1991 unorganized tribal forces disbanded Somalia military forces and
ousted President Barre from the country, which was the era of ending the Military
government that governed Somalia from 21st October 1969. The opposition had a
shared one view which was overthrowing from the power of the regime, but they
didn’t have any other replacement plan and common agenda. The clan-based
conflict of interest created new competition of the leadership of the country and led
the country waves of conflict and economic destruction. This conflict was
beginning of an extended civil war that ruined all administration institutions and
livelihood mechanism of the Somali people that disrupted law and order and caused
widespread killings and detached clan-based regions that ruled by different
warlords. The Somali people were known their homogeneous and co-existence in
the world and they are united against foreigners was destroyed to rabbles and
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became socially to disgruntled clans turning on each other. Somalia is on the point
of divergence and fighting for its existence.105
After the deadly and unsuccessful war fought with Ethiopia over the Ogaden
region, President Barre’s popularity in Somalia diminished instantly. Of course,
throughout his governance, he was not accepted by local clans as he was a dictator;
however, the failure of war triggered anti-government sentiments. According to the
Amnesty international since Barre came to power his government had suppressed
the people using mass arrest, torture and massive execution leading to the death of
more than 10,000 people over the one-month time.106 This combined with the failed
war fought triggered the people of Somalia to fight against his regime. June 1990,
a well-known business and political elites signed a petition called the Mogadishu
Manifesto, asking for his resignation and the appointment of a transitional
government until free and fair elections are reached.107
As a result, he was forced to resign in 1991 and left Somalia without a legal
government. The desolation of the central government of Somalia gave rise to
divide the country into several little self-declared states like Somaliland, who
abandoned their independence from the former central government. However, they
were not recognized by the regional or international powers.
The Puntland autonomous State of Somalia, but the Central-South of
Somalia were preferring to reestablish a central government. The rivalry based on
economic, political and misuse of the Somalia national assets through various clans
were knowingly affected by the lengthy fighting in Somalia. These are the main
resources which triggered the conflicts were fertile lands, which produces a large
quality of the crop, pastoral land, water sources and the utilize of country’s
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infrastructure like water system canals, bridges, streets, and the main town that has
seaports or airport or both. Etc.
Additionally, In the Lower-Jabba’s useful resources formed coalitions
amongst local clans to profit from the resource and fighting bitterly of the
possession of the area. The alliances of the two clans were changing because the
alliance depends on their own gains, which led parts into the armed conflict, which
is more common inter-clan conflicts in Somalia. For a remarkable instance, every
folk, those who lived in Kismayu city, ordinarily involved the civil conflict erupted
in Kismayu by eagerly seeking for a territory right and clan recognition, while
powerful clans were looking for absolute control to the region and gain the limited
resources.108
Several variables have partly responsible for the repeated conflicts
especially in the Kismayu town and/or Middel-Juba, Lower-Juba regions. The main
reasons backed the conflict were: Kismayu is a big and commercial city and also
has harbor which benefits from a wonderful coastline, the merchants import goods
and pay taxes, for that reason the administration collects a huge amount of income
and also has huge potential resources including fertile land, well-off and affluent
grazing land.
Arguably, the most ruined country in Africa was Somalia, the state has
lasted for below fifty terrible years, but the country has been in war all most all of
the time of its existence by making each effort to handle the political instability of
the nation. When defeated the authoritarian military regime, the country entered a
two critical situation, the first situation is dangerous situations which were ruthless
warlords and then Islamic fighters, which brought foreign fighters. So that, the East
African countries faced an unknown and suspicious of future by feeling security
dilemma. Although Somalia has endeavored hopelessly with political stability for
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years. The state has remained affliction and also inherent instability since the
overcome of the Said Barre since 1991.109
After president Bare escaped from Somalia country which led to the
collapse of the central government, the country hosted a long time of chaos, which
warlords were the foundation and motivators of the inter-conflicts or civil war,
followed by natural disasters; Hard drought and terrible famine which brought the
loss of both human, which estimated 500,000 lives and countless livestock which
the people of Somalia depend on were dead. In 2012 the country installed a
permanent government which fully backed by the IC began to merely enjoy a
degree of stability once again.110
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CHAPTER THREE
EXTERNAL AND INTERNAL PEACE-BUILDING EFFORTS IN
SOMALIA AFTER 1991
This chapter reviews and analyses the main attempts made to build peace
and stability in Somalia. The review involves both external and internal mediation
efforts which aimed at the ending Somalia’s extended civil conflicts and
reestablishment of the central government of Somalia. It also shows the obstacles
and constraints these mediation efforts faced that resulted in an unsuccessful
negotiation. Mediation of the Somali conflict ensued for more than two decades. It
also recognizes the lessons learned from the attempts and also missed opportunities.
This chapter also categorizes the role of external and internal efforts to the
Somalia peace efforts by dividing it into three parts. The first part focuses on the
role of international actors which were involved in Somalia. These actors will
include International Organizations like the United Nations. The second part puts
emphasis on the role of regional actors to the Somalia peace initiatives starting in
1991 after the fall of the Siad Barre regime. The final part analyses the role of
internal actors and their efforts to the Somalia peace-building such as elders,
religious leaders, and women.
After the fall of the Siad Barre regime, Somalia entered into a state of
lawlessness and devastation. Civil conflicts started under the leadership of the
warlords as well as tribal leaders leading to a serious humanitarian crisis. This
prompted action from international powers such as the US and international
organizations, in this case, the United Nations.
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3.1 The International Peace-building Initiatives in Somalia
3.1.1 United Nations Peace Operations in Somalia
The Scholar Christiane E. Phillips poses the question “How did the UN get
involved in Somalia?” She states that the serious armed conflict within Somalia was
firstly a threat to the Horn of Africa in general and second to the neighboring
countries such as Ethiopia and Kenya in particular.111The United Nations SecretaryGeneral Javier Pérez de Cuéllar of that time was at the end of his term however, he
informed the president of the Security Council his desire to bring an end to the
conflict in Somalia and bring sustainable peace in the region. Those in favor of this
idea were OAU, Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) and the League of Arab
States. This is because they had tried to negotiate with the different parties of
Somalia, but they had failed in their attempt.
This was followed by the visit of the UN Under-secretary General for
Special Political Affairs of the Boutros Boutros-Ghali - an Egyptian national. This
was early January 1992 and he went to Somalia with other UN special envoys. The
goal was to speed up political reconciliation and open up access for International
aid organizations. Even though a ceasefire was not achieved, the UN’s involvement
in the national reconciliation was welcomed. As a result, 23rd January 1992, the UN
put Somalian conflict at the top of their agendas. In February 1992, UN, OIC,
League of Arab Nations, OAU and representatives from the warring groups in
Somalia conducted a meeting in New York. The aim of this meeting was to broker
a ceasefire deal. An immediate ceasefire in Mogadishu was agreed and the two main
warring leaders Aideed and Mahdi signed a deal on the ceasefire. This was followed
by visits of all the representatives in this meeting to Somalia. Later on, ceasefire
observers from the UN were deployed to Somalia and they were followed by lightly
armed forces under UN to escort and provide security for the humanitarian agencies
and their equipment’s.112
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Glenn M. Harned a retired US army colonel in his book “Stability
Operations in Somalia 1992-1993” clearly pictures the first efforts of the UN in
brokering peace in Somalia. As per the ceasefire agreement in New York signed by
the main warlords Aideed and Mahdi, the UN adopted resolution 751, which
brought about the creation of UN Operations in Somalia (UNOSOM I) on 24th of
April 1992. UNOSOM was adopted as a chapter VI mission whose main goals were
to monitor the ceasefire as well as to promote the aid and the humanitarian
programs. Mohamed Sahnoun, an Algerian, was chosen to be the UN representative
in Somalia on 28th of April 1992. Nearly after 4 months of the agreement between
the main warring leaders Aideed and Mahdi on July 23rd, 1992, the UN was
informed that these two leaders had accepted the deployment of 500 UN security
personnel as part of UNOSOM. This personnel was contributed by Pakistan and
they arrived in Somalia after 6 months when the conflicting leaders agreed on their
deployment.113

3.1.2

The Establishment of UNOSOM I and Its Effort
On July 22nd, 1992, the UN Secretary-General reported to the Security

Council on the complexity of the Somali conflict and the dire humanitarian situation
and the need to speed up the efforts of relief delivery, national reconciliation and
most importantly a countrywide ceasefire.114 The report was adopted by the United
Nations’ Security Council on 27th July. The subsequent resolution 767 called on
all factions and groups to facilitate the UN attempts to supply much needed
Humanitarian assistance to the population all over Somalia. Through the support of
the Security Council, another technical group from the UN under the commands of
the Secretary-General was sent to Somalia from August 2 to August 15th.The report
emphasized on speeding up humanitarian relief to the majority of the Somalis under
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the threat of starvation. Even though the UN was capable of achieving this, it was
greatly hampered by widespread looting of aid. This led to a recommendation by
the Secretary-General to increase security personnel to protect the aid and
distribution centers all over Somalia. Additionally, the Secretary general
recommended the creation of 4 more UNOSOM zones to be headed by a local who
will help the UN special representative in all areas. This report was adopted on
August 28th by the Security Council under resolution 775. This led to the increase
of 3000 troops for UNOSOM. On September 8th the Secretary Generals’ plan was
also approved and adopted and three-logistics units were created. This meant that
the total number of UNOSOM troops rose to 4,219.115

3.1.3

US Relief Efforts in Somalia during Humanitarian Crisis
Following the interference of UNOSOM in the Somalia conflict the US

intervention started. The US’s interest in Somalia in particular and in the Horn of
Africa as a whole dated back to the cold war era. This was a time when both the
Soviets and the Americans were competing for areas to convert them as their allies
in exchange for their protection. The civil war in Somalia was taking its total on the
people and widespread suffering was the order of the day. Warlords and tribes
fought over all the available resources and raided each other. This suffering was
seen in American televisions and was pictured all over magazines. America at that
time came back from its victory in ‘Operation Desert Storm’ and it felt it could not
ignore the sufferings in Somalia.116
The US started with relief efforts as the suffering in Somalia was worsened
by famine. They started airlifting relief from neighboring Kenya into Somalia’s
interior thus, avoiding the sending out of convoys which could be easily looted by
militias. This airlifting of relief into Somalia was named as ‘Operation Provide
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Relief’. It was named on 15th of August 1992.The US’s expertise in logistics easily
delivered aid into Somalia and this aid was distributed by the relief organizations
which were already established and were working under UNOSOM. This was
advantageous for the US as they did not have to send down troops in the conflicting
areas.117
However, the problems on the ground worsened due to many reasons.
Firstly, the raiding of the aid sent to the people continued. Rather than by the people,
food and medical supplies were used by militias and warlords to buy loyalty from
the local population. In addition to that, warring parties used the looted relief as
bargaining chips to show their power against the other parties. Also, the
international organization personnel were terrorized and were forced to pay money
for their protection, if they failed to do so they could have been killed. Due to these
shortcomings, the US resorted to conducting a reconnaissance through its special
forces who were from Fort Campbell, Kentucky.
Apart from conducting reconnaissance these Special Forces also
accompanied the relief flights. These made the US gain useful information in the
case of future involvement whereby they could send troops. However, its
involvement was not long and the ‘only superpower’ in the new world order felt
obliged to get involved deeply. President George W Bush Senior authorized the
deployment of US troops. Its main mission was to ensure that the much-needed
relief reached thousands of people, who were suffering from both the war and the
famine, thus, bring an end to the cycle of starvation.118

3.1.4

The Effort of UNITAF
The involvement of the US led to the creation of what is known as the

Unified Task Force (UNITAF). Its creation was after the adoption of resolution 794
by the Security Council. It was a resolution that was adopted unanimously mainly
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because the human suffering in Somalia was becoming extremely bad. The
resolution stated that all necessary means to be used to open up a humanitarian
corridor to deliver aid and most importantly speed up the peace-building process
thus, bringing about law and order. Here, the clause ‘all means necessary’ meant
that the use of force was given the green light.

Here it’s very important to note that even though the UN created UNITAF
it did not take part in its organization nor in its commanding. It was the US that had
the largest troops under the UNITAF and it also had the monopoly of UNITAF’s
operational command. The UNITAF troops first arrived in the Somali capital on
December 1992. They consisted of 24,000 American troops and 17,000 troops
allied to the mission. The funding of the troops consisting of UNITAF was
primarily contributed by the countries who were providing troops. The UN was not
responsible for its funding even though UNITAF was created by it.119 Normally
when UN creates a peacekeeping force it is responsible for its funding but here it
was different in that it created the force and did not take part in its funding.
The main goal of UNITAF was to provide security and a secure path through
which aid could reach all the people in need all over Somalia. In addition to that, it
also aimed at restoring law and order. Later on, UNITAF was to hand over the
responsibility to UNOSOM after achieving these goals. However, a letter from the
secretary general of UN to President Bush indicated that a hand over to UNOSOM
could only happen under two conditions: A) After UNITAF ensured that the heavy
weaponry of the warring factions was brought under international control as well
as the militias and gangs were disarmed; B) UNITAF’s authority to reach and be
implemented beyond Mogadishu and its surroundings. For these goals to be realized
some differences rose between UNITAF and the UN. They could not agree
especially on how to disarm the militias.
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The disarmament project was a point of contention between the UN and
UNITAF. The UN favored complete disarmament while the UNITAF under the
Americans was only aiming at creating a favorable environment under which the
UN and other organizations could deliver aids, thus they let the warlords keep their
heavy weaponry as long as they moved out of Mogadishu. This move by UNITAF
would, later on, prove to be tragic. Furthermore, there was no clear separation
between the UNOSOM that was in Somalia as a peacekeeping force and UNITAF,
which was acting as an enforcement force. In March 1993, a big force of 37,000
was deployed in the south and central Somalia. Other parts of Somalia were
somehow ignored.120

3.1.5

The Transition Period of UNITAF to UNOSOM II
The transition from UNITAF to UNOSOM II had reached a time when

President Bill Clinton as newly elected president came to office on January 20th,
1993. At that time UNITAF had 24,500 American troops and roughly 13,000 nonAmerican troops. For UNOSOM II there was roughly seven thousand personnel
and US was willing to contribute some few thousand personnel to UNOSOM II.
Lieutenant General Johnson of UNITAF on January 28th stated that most of the
warring groups were disarmed, the relief was flowing, business was slowly coming
back to and the goals of UNITAF were ‘achieved’. This meant that the Lieutenant
General considered it was the right moment for a hand over of responsibility to
UNOSOM II, especially in Southern Somalia. Nevertheless, the US wanted a quick
transition mainly due to the fact that the costs of the operation were a big burden
because it was stated that in 3 months it was costing the US 560 million dollars.
Throughout the operation (Operation Restore Hope) the costs were increasing, and
the UN was not compensating it.121
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Before the withdrawal of the US personnel under UNITAF it realized that the
UNOSOM II could not do without its logistics thus, a sizeable US logistics
personnel were placed under it but the overall command of all US personnel was
under the United States Central Command (USCENTCOM) and they had the
decision-making monopoly on when US troops will get involved. What ensued
were important dates of the US military plan in the peace-building process in
Somalia:
a) March-April 1993- UNITAF does the handing over to UNOSOM II.
b) May 1993- American personnel reduce down to six thousand.
c) Autumn 1992- America quick reactionary troops withdraw but its
responsibilities are assumed by a marine amphibious force.
d) December 1993- American support to UNOSOM II totals roughly around 3
thousand.
e) December 1994- UNOSOM II withdraws after the creation of a National
Unity Government.122

3.1.6

The UNOSOM II Political Reconciliation in Addis Ababa
What followed was peace and reconciliation conferences and accords. The

UN Secretary General initiated a meeting for political reconciliation and
resettlement in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia in January 1993. The idea behind this
conference is that the Secretary-general wanted the Somali people to share ideas
and decide their own fate and create a framework to form a government that was in
line with their values and interests.123
The Addis Ababa agreement was hailed as a very significant turning point
for Somalia that was on the road to reconciliation and state building. If this
agreement could flourish, it would have saved the Somali nation lots of suffering
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and deaths. If it would have succeeded the idea of world support for multilateral
peace would have been supported. Every nation would have taken the obligation in
peace-building regionally and internationally. Unfortunately, the failure of this
agreement had a backlash to the UN and it was somehow the reason why the
International community gave a blind eye to the Rwandan genocide of 1994 before
taking time to solve it.124
The Addis Ababa agreement under the UN watch was attended by fifteen
different warring factions from Somalia. The main goal of this peace agreement
was to pledge to the warring factions to: administer a ceasefire, disarmament,
support of UN operations in aid deliverance, settlement of disagreement peacefully
and a formation of a Transnational government as well as regional
authorities.125The intended plan was basically to create and improve the structures
and institutions of the transnational government and after that a transnational
charter would be established thus, paving a way for elections on March 1995. If this
was to be achieved the transnational period would have ended and the UN peace
operations would also come to an end.126
The outcome of the agreement was three things that were agreed upon: an
instantaneous ceasefire in the whole of Somalia, a further agreement on applying
the ceasefire and one on modalities of the vital issue on disarmament.127
Unfortunately, the Addis Ababa agreement was not fully put into effect. In fact,
weapons came in heavily into Mogadishu and the idea of disarmament was not
going to be realized. This was just after few months when the agreement was agreed
upon. In addition to that, the Transnational National Government (TNG) was not
created. One of the main warlords General Mohamed Aidid, who was one of the
attendees of the agreement, denounced the agreement and he claimed that he was
forced to sign the agreement by the UN. This made Aidid order his forces on 5th of
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June 1993 to ambush the UNOSOM forces. This attack turned out to be very costly.
This ambush and siege between the Somali National Alliance (SNA)forces of
General Aidid and UNOSOM lasted 4 months. This assault came to be known as
‘Black Hawk Down’ and led to both the UN and US withdrawal. This was more
like the end of the Addis Ababa agreement/accord.128

3.2 Regional Peace-building Efforts in Somalia
3.2.1

First Peace Efforts in Djibouti in 1991
When the civil war reached its peak, local politicians, opposition faction

leaders and intellectuals came together in Djibouti looking for a political solution
in July 1991. This was the first regional mediation effort of Somalia peace talks by
the neighboring sister country of Djibouti within short period of unsuccessful
negotiations, which was established interim government headed by Ali Mahdi
Mohamed. The appointment of Ali Mahdi Mohamed was angered by the military
wing of the Hawiye clan-based on USC opposition under the auspicious of Gen.
Mohamed Farah Aideed.129The most reason for the USC anger was that they didn’t
get their share from the politically motivated allied manifesto politicians who
mostly formed the government. The USC military wing of General Mohamed Farah
Aideed attacked Ali Mahdi Government, which was weak financially and militarily
that cannot even defend itself in Mogadishu, the capital city of Somalia.
The military attack of Mr. Mahdi government led USC to be separated into
two main warring factions supported from the two major clans of Hawiye sub-tribe
of Abgal of Ali Mahdi Mohamed and Habar-gidir of General Mohamed Farah
Aidid. Mogadishu, the capital city become under heavy artillery attack by the two
warring functions and their allies and destroyed almost the entire public and private
infrastructure through looting and bombardment of heavy artillery and machine
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guns, which also caused displacement and the heavy loss of human lives. Due to
disruptions of Somali people’s living mechanism and loss of human and personal
belongings it caused man-made famine that engulfed lives of thousands of innocent
civilians and other thousands of Refugees in the neighboring countries as well IDPs
in the main cities of the country, this chaotic and large scale conflict resulted in
first-ever humanitarian intervention from the UN as well as landing US marines in
Mogadishu seashore.130

3.2.2

IGAD’s Initiatives in the Somalia Conflict
The Inter-Governmental Authority on Development (IGAD) is composed of

8 states in the Horn of Africa. IGAD was established in 1996 replacing the regional
bloc of the Inter-Governmental Authority on Drought and Diversification (IGADD)
which was established ten years before with the main aim of reducing poverty and
economic dependency through integration in the Horn of Africa, a region which
was hit by drought and disaster. However, in 1996 they changed their name to
IGAD with the coming of another new state such as Eritrea and inclusion of new
mandates.131 As a result, IGAD took the mandate of securing peace and stability in
the horn of Africa. Particularly after the failure of the UN and African Union in
peace-building in Somalia they mandated the security of Somalia to IGAD.The
primary objective of IGAD is to support the member states to realize their economic
development through joint collaboration and integration to reduce poverty,
environmental protection, peace and security in the region.132
IGAD which is composed of Ethiopia, Kenya, Somalia, Djibouti, Eritrea,
Uganda, South Sudan, and Sudan is located in the eastern region of Africa which is
a strategic location which connects the Indian Ocean, Gulf of Aden, Gulf of
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Toujours and the Red Sea.133 However, as a result of its location which is a
crossroad to the far east, middle east, and Europe the region has been a center of
attraction and rivalry by international governments placing the region as one of the
most violent regions in the world. Although colonization is over the rivalry for the
region still exists, that’s why for centuries the region has been under conflict with
international as well as neighboring countries. Furthermore, the member states of
IGAD are well known for their rivalry and fight. For instance, Ethiopia-Eritrean,
Ethiopia-Somalia, Somalia-Kenya, Eritrea-Djibouti, Sudan and South-Sudan and
Somalia civil war have been under constant conflict and war over the borders for
years.134Therefore, whenever they take a peace-building initiative discussion of
Somali is bound to fail as the member states use the opportunity for their proxy war.
That’s why so far there was no positive result achieved by the peace accords
initiated by the member states. Particularly after their establishment, IGAD initiated
many peace accords with the collaboration of the African Union and UN and they
have succeeded in achieving initial ceasefire though not for long.
The main challenges IGAD faced in solving the conflict in Somalia can be
divided under the economical and political factors. Economic challenge is one of
the challenges faced among IGAD member states this is mainly because the
member's states could not afford to fund the accords as a result, they became
dependent on the UN, AU, EU, and the US for funding of the meetings to be
organized. Nevertheless, this economic dependency on the member states helped
the international donors to have an upper hand in the discussion as a result rather
than what is best for their region and the people of Somalia, the solutions were more
likely shifted towards the interest of the donor countries and international
communities. To make matters worse, IGAD member states are constantly
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challenged by drought, desertification, and poverty. Therefore, it led to the lack of
harmony among the member states.
The second and biggest challenge IGAD faced was the political situation
among the member states. East Africa is known as the most volatile region of the
world due to the constant wars and conflicts going among the neighboring
countries. The root cause of the conflict traced to the colonization era when the
European colonizers divided the region into many fragmented states without care
for the population, culture, religion and ethnical background. Thus, after their
independence those countries rather than focusing on their economic and political
development, they were forced to fight against each other over those artificially
drawn borders. Even years later, their fight didn’t halt. Therefore, while discussing
the issue of Somalia they use the situation as a ground to achieve their own interest
rather than Somalia. The instability in the region has created a huge challenge in
solving the problems of Somalia.135

3.2.3

Sodere National Reconciliation Conferences in 1997
In 1992 IGADD set Horn of Africa Standing Committee on Somalia and

elected Prime Minister Meles Zenawi of Ethiopia as the first chairman, this made
the Ethiopian leadership to utilize political broker ship in Somalia. Soon after the
election of Mr. Zenawi as the first chairman of the AU, the Addis Ababa peace
process came into effect. It had failed several times and after years of continued
civil war in Somalia one of the most significant national reconciliation conferences
for Somalia was established by the Ethiopian government, which was known as
‘Sodere’, the name Sodere is given to this conference because it was held in Sodere
town of Ethiopia.
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Due to the continuing anarchy in some places of Africa, mainly Somalia,
Conflict Prevention Management and Resolution (CPMR) roadmap were rolled out
by the Organization of African Unity (OAU), which was renamed as the African
Union in Cairo Conference 1997. Yet, it has also been stated that Ethiopia was
encouraged to undertake the crucial role in facilitating the Somali disagreement by
the United States, to endorse its policy of ‘African solutions to African
difficulties.136
The Ethiopian-led Sodere process for Somalia went on for more than a year
after the withdrawal of the UN peace-keeping forces in Somalia. Subsequent to the
extraction of the US and other UNOSOM troops in early 1994 was mainly caused
by costly clan fights and numerous fatalities with no result as well as enduring
disruption of the humanitarian mission. The international community lost its
interest in reconciling Somalia. According to Abraham’s observation (2002), “none
of the combats from nations that were involved to Restore Hope Operation were
willing to sacrifice any more fingers”, even so, African states continued concern
about the situation went on as they believed that they needed to help Somalis,
because the agenda of the AU was to make Africa solve African problems and take
out interference into Africa’s problems from outsiders. And Somalia’s immediate
neighbors in the Horn region felt the same.137
In October 1996, twenty-six Somali clan organizations signed a
reconciliation agreement thereafter named the ‘Joint Declaration on 3 January 1997.
The Ethiopian government had placed diplomatic pressure on these Somali clan
organizations as it was mandated to establish the Sodere conference by AU and
IGAD. The Ethiopian government brought together representatives of twenty-six
Somali clan organizations at Sodere, a resort town in Ethiopia. After six weeks of
restless talks and discussions on hot agendas, which highlighted an exclusive
agreement the foundation of a National Salvation Council was produced (NSC). It
composed of forty-one members selected from the twenty-six clans engaging at the
136
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conference. The NSC was given a ground paving responsibility to a Provisional
National Government (PNG) of Somalia.138
Based on the analysis of Apuuli Phillip and several other articles Sodere was
a turning point in a number of ways in the history of negotiations towards the
Somali peace process. First, it created the first productive discourse among the
dominant Somali political players after the UN peacekeeping forces in Somalia
pulled out. Secondly, it brought together effectively all the clan faction leaders.
Thirdly, it was the first process that produced the concept of power-sharing and
inclusiveness.139
Although Sodere received an endorsement from countries and
organizations within and outside the region, it also ended in disappointment, for
quite a lot of reasons. First, and most significantly, the Somali National Alliance,
the faction led by Hussein Aideed (the son of General Aideed) did not attend the
Sodere conference. So, while there was a wide range of representation from twentysix clans, one of the most important players in Somalia politics refused to attend.140
Secondly, when the National Salvation Council was installed, it only
operated in Addis Ababa. This caused many Somalis to believe that the NSC to be
an Ethiopian puppet. In reality, the Somalis alleged the Ethiopian government about
its constant involvement in Somali politics and promoting instability as well
persistence of the conflict. Also, it is further believed that Ethiopia had undermined
two of the most important previous peace agreements, Cairo and the 2000 Arta
Agreement.141
Thirdly, when the agreement was reached at Sodere and the process was
going to be implemented, Egypt started its influence in Somalia politics by
undermining Ethiopia’s peace initiatives, because Egypt and Ethiopia were two
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rivals in the Somali politics. So, from there Egypt convened another meeting of the
warring Somali groups in Cairo in 1997, in order to dismiss and undermine the
Sodere Conference.142
The agreement reached in Egypt was signed by only three warlords, namely
Ali Mahdi, Osman Ali ‘Atto’ and Hussein Mohammed ‘Aideed’. Cairo attempt to
bring back peace into Somalia failed for number of reasons: it was not inclusive, it
was perceived as strengthening the position of the Hawiye clan-family while
weakening the representation and political aspirations of the Darod clan, and some
of the main faction leaders such as General Gebyo and Colonel Abdullahi Yusuf
decided to stay out from the conference and accused the Egyptian government
overruling the Sodere process. Finally, the Cairo conference failed again. After
dismissing of the Sodere process and Cairo Peace process, a new initiative was
launched by Djibouti, which was more meaningful as compared to the previous
peace-building conferences.143

3.2.4

Arta Peace Initiative Conference in 2000
Next in line was the Djibouti peace initiative of 2000. This peace initiative

was known as the ‘Arta Peace Process’. Those in favor of these talks were Egypt
and the UN, however, they only provided a fair mediation. This peace process of
Djibouti produced the TNG of August 2000. One thing stood out in this peace
process is that it did not involve the warlords from the different warring militias. It
involved clan leaders and civil society leaders. The process established what is
known today as the 4.5 plan to be used in Somalia’s politics. This plan dictated a
certainly fixed representation for every clan in Politics of Somalia. The idea here is
that the four main clan-families of Somalia namely: Darood, Dir, Hawiye, and Digil
and Mirifle were to get an equal number of seats in representation. As for the
‘Minority clans,’ the Bantu, Benadir and Lower caste groups were to get half of
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what the main clans were getting. In reality, this idea did not anyway solve the
conflict involving representation in politics.144
Nevertheless, the Arta process somehow brought back the notion of a
unitary system of government in Somalia. It somehow favored it as compared to
the federal system. Some of the shortcomings of this peace deal were that it did not
really produce a government that was championing for national unity. This is one
of the main reasons why clans and groups who felt they did not have enough
representation sought to form resistance groups and made it hard for the TNG to
reach some parts of the country. Such a group was the Somalia Reconciliation and
Restoration Council (SRRC), which was an armed group directed by Ethiopia and
it made hard for the TNG to expand its authority in the country. Other opposition
to the TNG came from the Mogadishu based warlords. Over time the TNG became
weak and irrelevant.145
With all its shortcomings the Arta process was hailed if it was looked from
the angle of achievements. Firstly, it locked out the idea of only accommodating
and bringing to the table warlords and militias. It made the Somali population
realize that they were part and parcel of the peace process and it somehow
empowered them, through this idea. It is also believed that the Arta process was one
of the main peace processes to accommodate the Somali women in resolving
conflicts. 146
Additionally, this peace process proved that a highly significant political
engagement and peace process could be held outside Somalia and could influence
a lot. With the effective use of media, the process was publicized widely and on
daily basis and it reached as far as the diaspora and the grass root level within
Somalia. This made the Somali people pressure their leaders towards the goal of
reconciliation. In conclusion, the Arta peace process is credited to have been the
first to have achieved the following towards the Somali peace-building:
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Transitional National Charter for the government, the establishment of a
Parliament, which was able to choose a President, nomination of a Prime Minister
and lastly formation of a Cabinet.147

3.2.5

From Djibouti to Mbagathi peace process
From Djibouti came the Mbagathi peace process from December 2001 and

were being directed by the IGAD. On the onset, these talks were going on at two
different places simultaneously. These talks were between the TNG and SRRC. The
talks between these two were held in Nakuru, Kenya as well as in Gode, Ethiopia.
The talks failed at the start to achieve their goal of resolving the concealed causes
of the Somali conflict and the severe animosity of clan conflicts. With much effort
from all the diplomats involved, the talks ensued for three stages and years, but it
eventually achieved the creation of a Transitional Federal Government (TFG). The
two groups met in Eldoret, Kenya on October 2002 and they concurred on the
formation and structures of a federal government and termination of aggression.148
The second phase of the talks started. Once again IGAD took over the peacebuilding process of Somalia. It facilitated a two years peace process that was held
in Mbagathi Nairobi, Kenya. The process was arbitrated by Kenyan diplomats who
had the support of the UN and the European Union. In Kenya, the goal was to create
a new government to succeed the TNG. Like in the case of Djibouti the Kenyan one
was also based on the 4.5 fixed formula of representation. Apart from the civil
society and clan leaders, military and political leaders, as well as traditional leaders,
were in attendance. The vision and goal of this meeting were based on three things:
a declaration based on a ceasefire, a peaceful reconciliation of conflicts and power
sharing.149
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The previous two phases had some sort of breakdown and setbacks. This
moved the Mbagathi process to a third stage that was on May 2004. The essential
parts that would form the TFG somehow regained their shape. A transitional
parliament with a single chamber was created and it had 275 members. However,
most of the members of parliament consisted of leaders of groups who were in
conflict and warlords. Most of these leaders and warlords were suspects of war
crimes and atrocities during the civil war. Surprisingly, most Somalis considered
the TFG government one that was in Somalia to champion foreign interests. This is
why the TFG was referred to as ‘Daba-dhilif’ which almost means ‘a government
set up for a foreign interest’.150
The Transitional Federal Parliament (TFP) took oath on 22nd of August
2004. Of the 275 members, 206 members took the oath. The oath-taking ceremony
took place in the UN, Nairobi. Due to clan disputes on who was to take the
parliamentary 61 seats were not allocated. Another 8 members did not turn up.
Although the women had their share of seats, they did not get it and protests from
International observers and the civil societies were ignored. The TFP held its first
session on 2nd September 2004 and almost two weeks later on 15th of September
Shariff Hassan Sheikh Aden was elected as the speaker.
The TFP went on and elected Abdullahi Yusuf Ahmed as the president of
the TFG. The election of the president was on the 10th of October 2004. The first
mission of the president was that he appealed for 20,000 peace-keeping forces from
the African Union to support his government at that stage. It is noteworthy to
mention that neither the parliament nor the cabinet was supporting the president in
this move. Furthermore, the president went on and nominated Ali Muhammed Gedi
as the Prime Minister. He was more of a civilian figure than a politician. There were
oppositions to this nomination but after heavy bargaining, he was accepted. The PM
chooses a cabinet consisting of 82 members. It was seen to be such a large cabinet.
This move was approved by the parliament on 2nd of January 2005.151
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Despite the parliament being large it somehow brought together the leaders
of the warring factions. Something that last happened 14 years before. It was
believed that Ethiopia had a heavy influence on the selections of the cabinet and
most Somalis were not pleased with this. Just into two months, the TFG had a large
dispute which later progressed to a breakup. The dispute was about peacekeeping
forces deployment and selection of an interim capital. This dispute transpired to a
bigger one between the President and his PM. They both had their own set of
ministers who supported them. Despite this, the government went on and chose an
interim capital in Jowhar city and later moved on to Baidoa city because there was
strong opposition in the capital Mogadishu. 152
As the government was having its own internal wrangles a strong and wellequipped force of Islamists were building up. They were known as the Islamic
Courts Union (ICU). They came into action when Ethiopia supported the TFG in
supplying arms and training. While the US supported and funded a counterterrorism group Alliance for the Restoration of Peace and Counter-Terrorism
(ARPCT). This strengthened the narrative that TFG was a government that was
championing foreign interests. Thus, ICU had significant and an easy recruitment
process. The ICU took over the capital Mogadishu on 2006. Its control went further
into the south and central Somalia.153
The ICU established itself as the ‘government’ through what is known as
the ‘victors’ peace’.154It was not a ‘government’ that came through negotiation. It
had radical policies and kept on calling for Jihad against Ethiopia. These calls for
Jihad against Ethiopia hastened a confrontation, which made Ethiopia intervene in
Somalia militarily.155The Islamist movement ICU was gaining strength as well as
an influx of foreign jihadists who were answering the call to wage jihad against
Ethiopia. The Ethiopians entered Somalia towards the end of 2006. However, they
were already based in Baidoa city a southwestern city in Somalia. The ICU attacked
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the Ethiopian forces on December 2006 in Baidoa but they suffered heavily.
Ethiopia entered Mogadishu and quickly broke up the ICU. They were backed by
American air force.
The Ethiopians had the goal of reinstating the TFG and breaking up the ICU
forces. This was their ‘Peace-building’ goal but the human suffering of the
Ethiopian intervention was tremendously great. The intervention went on up to
2008 and it produced 700,000 internally displaced persons. In 2008 alone, it is
believed there was a death toll of over 15,000 civilians. This intervention created
an anti-Ethiopian movement whose main goal was to drive out the invaders. This
anti-Ethiopian was part and parcel why the terror group Al-Shabaab gained
strength. Al-Shabaab was mostly the military wing of ICU.156
In November 2007 the TFG was going through a political crisis especially
between the president and the prime minister. This made the prime minister resign
and on November 2007 a new prime minister was nominated Nur Adde. The new
prime minister openly called for negotiations and this idea was welcomed by the
EU, US and the UN. They jointly created an International Assistance framework
whose goal was in between stabilization and counter insurgency. The emphasis of
the framework was the rule of law.
This framework was somehow put aside and it was only revived when the
UN once again brought together TFG and the new opposition Alliance for the Reliberation of Somalia (ARS). ARS was comprised of former members of ICU who
changed camps, ministers of the first cabinet who were in support of PM Ali Geedi
and others from the diaspora. Their meeting took place in Djibouti in 2008. They
agreed and signed a treaty towards security, stabilization and peace-building.
President Yusuf was put under lots of international pressure and he gave and
resigned. At the same time, Ethiopian troops withdrew from Mogadishu and the
Somali IDPs returned. A doubled parliament was brought about and this was
because ARS elected some more parliamentarians and they were absorbed into this
parliament. On 31st of January 2009, the parliament elected Sheikh Sharif Ahmed
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Sheikh as the new president of Somalia. With Shariff’s election and exit of the
Ethiopian forces there seemed to be hope.157

3.2.6

The Establishment of AMISOM and Its Role to the Peace in Somalia
The African Union Mission in Somalia (AMISOM) is an African

peacekeeping mission which was established in 2007 under the guidance of the UN
with a mandate of six months originally.158 This peacekeeping mission was
recognized after replacing the IGAD’s peacekeeping mission of the IGASOM.
IGASOM has operated in the region with the support of the UN until December
2006. In 2005, the AU and security council of the UN has mandated the IGASOM
to deploy their army in the Somalia region in order to support the Transitional
government to install their government in Somalia by providing military support
and protection to the government.159 Nevertheless, their deployment was welcomed
by violent aggression from the Islamic parties and other Somalian groups.
Not only the Islamic groups but the clan leaders as well resisted to the
deployment of the peacekeeping mission in Somalia. Mainly due to the fact a huge
number of those armies were deployed from Ethiopia and Kenya both countries
which share borders and ethnic groups with Somalia. Furthermore, the growing
Islamic parties in Somalia had created a threat in both countries, therefore; their
interest lies in disarming and driving those groups from their boarders. As a result,
the Islamic court which controlled the area and other clan leaders resisted their
deployment. Because these groups were engaged with the potential presence of
troops from the front-line countries due to the thought that those nations would
proceed and motivates their own national interests in Somalia.
This situation created a big disagreement among IGAD member states about
the deployment of the peacekeeping mission. Moreover, IGASOM was seen as a
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Western media backed by the United States to curb the development of the Islamic
movement in the region.160 Furthermore, the different parties of Somalia called to
the security council for the removal of Ethiopian armies from their boarders and
removal of the elected president Yusof of the transitional government, as he was
pro-Ethiopian and Pro-Kenyan leader. However, without installing a legal
government in Mogadishu he was forced to be removed from the office.
This resistance led to the failure of IGASOM’s mission in Somalia as a
result in the following year under the guidance of the AU and UN the mission was
replaced to be the AU peacekeeping mission AMISOM. The deployment of the
AMISOM troops in Somalia brought AU decision which specifically guided the
need to address the upcoming security gap, which would follow the final departure
of the Ethiopian troops from Somalia because the states in the region have always
been wary of the spillover effects of the chronic instability in Somalia.161
As a result, with the start of the 2007 AMISOM forces were deployed in the
region of Somalia replacing the Ethiopian forces and IGASOM in the East Africa
region. With the mandate of protecting the peace and stability in the region, initiated
peace accord among the conflicting parties played an important part in the first
democratic election of Somalia in 2012 which forced the government to be removed
and the election led the transitional government to be replaced by the permanent
government. Finally, they implemented a range of military support projects
including the delivery of medical services and water to the local population,
supporting dialogue and reconciliation, working with key stakeholders.162
Therefore, AMISOM has played an important role in retrieving the areas which
were previously held by the terrorist groups of Al-Shabab. The AMISOM was
mandated to help and protect important political figures in Somalia, give support to
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national security forces in the country, and also, support various electoral processes,
and make possible humanitarian assistance to reach the target areas.
However, AMISOM has also faced many challenged in their operation in
Somalia. Some of them are working in a country without any law or government is
very hard. This is many because of the lack of the proper government which led to
the increasing number of terrorists in the region the lives of the people as well as
the peacekeeping mission was exposed to various terrorist acts. No matter how
successful they are AMISOM can't force the political elites to settle and implement
a viable national security architecture that focuses on destroying Al-Shabaab.163
Secondly, the cost of keeping AMISOM in Somalia became too high not only to
the AU but also to the UN and US as well. AU by itself cannot fund the operation
of AMISOM. The main challenges facing are in general lack of funds, poor
institutional structures and low levels of discipline. Additionally, it is highly
dependent on assistance from outside.164 Regardless of all the efforts, they didn’t
also achieve the desired result.

3.3 Internal Peace-building Processes in Somalia
3.3.1

A light of hope from the North and Northeastern Regions of Somalia
Apart from regional and International efforts to promote peace-building and

reconciliation, there are some internal mechanisms that have tried as well to reach
this goal. Some of the most notable internal mechanisms in peace-building have
been utilized by two de facto states Somaliland and Puntland.
After the collapse of the Siad Bare regime and consequent turmoil in
Somalia in 1991 two de facto states Somaliland in the Northwest and Puntland in
Northeast emerged. The two states were however on different agendas. Somaliland
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was and is still seeking international recognition to become a nation on its own
while Puntland is seeking to become a state within a federated Somalia. Both states
have used their own internal peace-building measures through clan elders and the
bottom-up process. Also, their peace-building has relied on donations from
international as well as local business communities. It is noteworthy that these two
states do not get enough support from the international community in terms of aid
and support.165

3.3.2

Somaliland House of Guurti peacemaking and peace-building process
Starting with Somaliland in the northeast scholars such as Bradbury,

Abokor, Yusuf (2003) and Kaplan (2008) have generally accepted the relative
functioning institutions, peace and stability that exist in this part of Somalia. Even
though security issues were and still are present. From terror threats of Al Qaeda
affiliate Al-Shabaab, pirates as well as skirmishes with neighbouring Puntland for
control of areas between the two regions: Sool and Sanaag. Nevertheless, five
things are attributed to the success of Somaliland’s peace-building process. These
are a shared identity, leadership, inclusiveness, local ownership and innovation that
is entrenched in tradition.166
The Somaliland peace-building process is one that has a strong identity that
is shared across all its inhabitants. This shared identity has been propagated by
historical backgrounds. Furthermore, this shared identity brought all relevant
stakeholders together in different conferences that were aimed at building the state
thus, promoting a sense of belonging and consensus. This shared identity can also
be traced to its tribal roots. Something noteworthy is that Somaliland is populated
majorly by one tribe- the Issaq. It comprises 70% of Somaliland’s population.
Additionally, the Somaliland population share the same language, same Islamic
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sect-Sunni Islam and same culture. During the Siad Barre regime, the north
(Somaliland) was marginalized. Both economically and politically. This
marginalization brought about a feeling of shared plight thus, promoting a
collective identity. Also, the 1988-1991 civil war was another case that boosted this
identity. In this war, the Somaliland population suffered a lot. This created two
things: a feeling of victimization and identification of a common enemy. This, in
turn, boosted the shared identity of Somaliland.167
Able leadership is key to any peace-building process. It can be said Clan
elders in Somaliland have taken up the position of leadership. They have
exceptional traits when it comes to politics. Especially traits such as persuasion and
compromise. These are vital traits in politics as well as peace-building. These clan
elders have influence and unfathomable power of Somalis in general. It was derived
from the responsibility that they have been given by the clan itself to run its day to
day affairs on its behalf, settle disputes and make peace or war. The highest council
of a clan of elders is the Guurti that is rooted in Somali tradition. It is a traditional
system of governance which Somaliland has made use of in its peace-building
process. It is responsible for solving disputes, promoting relations among
communities within Somaliland and working in reinstating harmonious
relationships and trust. All these were key for creating a stable environment that led
to the formation of a government and improvement of the peace-building
process.168
Majority of the peace-building process within Somaliland is credited to its
inclusiveness. Across all literature on peace-building inclusivity is very vital. The
inclusion of every group in solving grievances and restoring peace is key and that
is what the state of Somaliland just did. Most of the major peace conferences held
in Somaliland (Berbera Feb 1991, Sheekh Oct-Nov 1992) had brought together all
clan families, the clans as well as the sub-clans. Each group presented its key
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problems, the injustices that were present and the probable solutions to these. The
peace-building conferences went on for quite some time as each and every group
was airing its grievances. These made the local communities feel a sense of
belonging. It also made them have that opinion that they have been heard and
listened to. Furthermore, their grievances were considered and the government that
was birthed by these peace conferences was viewed as legitimate in the eyes of the
local communities.169
Fourthly, there is innovation rooted in tradition or what some scholars call
the ‘hybrid government’. Instead of a democratic system of government that is fully
westernized or fully having institutions based on western style Somaliland has used
an amalgam of a traditional system with institutions taken from democracy. This
hybrid government has a president, a Vice president and cabinet ministers. They
formed the executive. The legislature which is bicameral has an upper house of
elders and parliamentarians. Then there is the judiciary which is independent and
incorporates the Guurti (highest clan of elders). This system is known as the Beel
system. It basically brought together all clan families in the government. This
system even incorporates the minorities. This is why the Somaliland government is
seen as a power-sharing coalition among all the clans within it. This essentially
promotes peace and the peace-building progress.170
Lastly, in the case of Somaliland’s peace-building process, there is the idea
of Local ownership. It is related to inclusiveness in the sense that when everyone is
included in the peace-building process as well as in the government (representation)
a sense of ownership is developed. Also, during the civil war, Somali National
Movement (SNM) that was fighting for the liberation of Somaliland was enjoying
this local ownership as they had support deep down the grassroots level. This
movement was like the forefather of Somaliland in its attainment of peace. They
got support from both the major clan (Issaq) as well as the minorities. Everyone felt
they were part and parcel of the peace attainment. Additionally, before the
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formation of the coalition government local disputes even the small ones were
resolved. This, in turn, boosted the locals to own up the peace-building process.
Unlike in greater Somalia wherein the event of achieving peace the stakeholders
hurriedly called for conferences ignoring the underlying grievances and that’s why
most scholars state that the process has to achieve its goal again and again.171

3.3.3

Process of Peace-building in Puntland
Coming to Puntland it is interesting to note that it shares similarities with

Somaliland. Relative peace, institutions working to deliver services and a
government with a division of powers. These similarities are hard to come in the
rest of the country. They are visible in these two defacto states. However, unlike
Somaliland Puntland is not calling for secession but for a federated Somalia in
which it will be seen as a federated part of Somalia. Additionally, the state-building
process in Puntland is different from that of Somaliland as it aimed at serving two
main goals: local security and promotion of the interests of certain clans in a
federated Somalia. It is noted in the literature that the fear of the status of clans such
as Majerten and its cousins from the Harti clan family, in this case, Dhulbahante
and Warsangelis is what majorly prompted the formation of Puntland. Later on, the
declaration of Puntland as a federal state of Somalia was done in 1998.172
Firstly, the actors involved in the peace-building process were key in both
in bringing peace and the creation of the Puntland state. In the independence wars,
Puntland had the wing Somali Salvation Democratic Front (SSDF) which towards
the establishment of Puntland as a federal state of Somalia had power wrangles and
disagreements among its leaders. The leaders in question were General Mohamed
Abshir and Colonel Abdullahi Yussuf. The latter was elected as the president of
Somalia in 2004. These two leaders were leading the peace process in Puntland and
among them was the vital role of the (Isimo) the clan elders. The two leaders from
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SSDF had a conference in Sodere in Ethiopia to settle their disputes. At first, their
dispute was eased but as it continued the clan elders Isimo intervened. The role of
the clan elders was very vital as they solved the disputes and held mediations in
many cases most significantly intervening between the two leaders. The clan elders
used the traditional system of solving conflicts “Xeer”.
This system was later on passed to the democratic system of Puntland. Also,
other actors involved in the process were professionals and intellectuals whose
dedication and commitment in the peace-building process was key to success.173
The peace-building process of Puntland can be looked at from three
important points: Actors involved, quality of mediation and management and
community ownership incorporated with funding and legitimacy. Secondly, there
is the quality of mediation and management of the process in Puntland. Once again,
the role of the ‘Isimo’ comes in mostly in the way they settled the dispute between
the Puntland leaders. Their management of the whole process brought about
confidence within the local populace. Additionally, the ‘Isimo’ managed the
process at a critical juncture when there was a dispute about the allocation of
parliamentary seats and choosing of capital in Puntland. They managed and
mediated this crisis which later on led to the creation of Puntland. Also, some of the
most important dialogues have been significantly managed and made to have very
significant and valuable results by the ’15 wise men’. These were men chosen from
all regions to represent them in dialogues and conferences and promote the interests
and grievances of all clans instead of one.174
Lastly for the Puntland state is community ownership blended with funding
and legitimacy. The communities in the Northeast of Somalia are known to be
somehow isolated and inaccessible. This is referred to the Somali language as
‘gariwaa’. Isolation plus inaccessibility added to historical neglect by successive
Somali management drove the communities within Puntland region into a sense of
common identity. This common identity was further cemented by hostilities from
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clans in the south and northwest. Furthermore, the communities in the northwest
take pride in their sense of ‘political maturity’ thus all these bringing about common
ownership to promote and speed up their peace-building processes.
The SSDF and all other stakeholders got their support from all the relevant
communities in establishing peace within Puntland; this made them the legitimate
authority within the state. Even though International funding was absent in creation
of Puntland the SSDF raised the funds through its business community who did
much of the contributions and the clans at large. Also, the host community in the
regions where the peace conferences were taking place took the costs and provisions
needed, for example, the Isse Mahamoud clan of the Nugaal region provided
security, accommodation and livestock for the delegates who took part in the peacebuilding conferences.

3.3.4

The Role of Women in the Somali peace-building process
The focus shifts from the two de-facto states to the role of women in the

Somali peace-building process. Normally women in the Somali community have
limited or less visible roles. However, there are some instances and noteworthy to
mentions on how women influenced the peace-building process in Somalia.
With the start of the civil war, women realized that a calamity had befallen
the community and they had a role in making peace. One name that stands out is
Mariam Hussein Awreeyea wife to a prominent Somali human rights lawyer. She
created a human rights organization in Mogadishu- the Ismail Jimcale Rights
Group, which had the sole goal of promoting rights of Somalis and documenting
human rights abuses. This documentation will, later on, be used to bring the
perpetrators to justice. Other women who were in the peace-building process were
Drs. Hawa Abdi (nominated for Nobel peace prize in 2012) a gynecologist educated
in Russia, late Starlin Abdi Arush, late Mana Abdirahman Suldan and late Verena
Karrer (a Swiss national). Karrer and Starlin were gunned down. Mana passed on
from a cardiac arrest. All the three were running shelters for orphans and education
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centres aimed at promoting peace in Southern Somalia in the city of Merka. They
put their lives on the line in one of the most dangerous cities during the civil war.175
In the Northwest of Somalia, Somaliland to be specific women also took
part in the peace-building process. During the peace conferences in the 1990s,
women attended as peace advocates. A significant example of the role of the women
in Somaliland’s peace process when the then president Mohamed Abdi Egal had
serious tensions with some traditional elders. Businesswomen under the ‘Hargesia
Business Community’ sent an open letter to magazines advising both warring
parties to avoid jeopardizing the peace in Somaliland.176
Nevertheless, a powerful tool woman has used is the Somali poetry known
as ‘Burambur. This poetry is considered a double-edged sword that can be used to
make peace as well as incite war. However, during the civil war, it was used in
promoting peace and enhancing cohesion among Somali communities. In addition
to these poetries was the use of NGOs to promote peace and protection. One of the
first NGOs to be created in the midst of the civil was Save Somali Women and
Children (SSWC). It was founded by women rights’ activist Asha Xaji Elmi. In
Merka city in the South-west Women Development Organization was founded in
the 1990s and one of its main goals was disarmament of militias.
Most notably in Mogadishu in the 1996 was an NGO by the name Coalition
for Grassroots Women Organization (CGWO). It acted as an umbrella for women’s
voices that were directed at peace-building. In the northwest in Somaliland other
NGOs that were founded by women and aimed at peace-building were NAGAAD.
Generally, these were some of the early instance’s women engaged in the peacebuilding process. Since the creation of the TFG women have actively joined politics
to start peace-building from there.177
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3.3.5

The Vital Role of Media to the Peace
In any peace-building process media’s significance is unfathomable.

Scholars have identified four important roles of media in any peace-building
process. Firstly, media elaborates the political environment in which the peace
process takes place, secondly it has an active impact on the relevant stakeholders of
the process, thirdly, media impacts significantly on the state of the debate of a peace
process and finally it can either promote or disregard the legitimacy of the
stakeholders involved in a peace process. In Somalia, the role media has played in
peace-building is mostly not visible mainly due to lack of strong and well-organized
media structures. This is why literature on media’s role in peace-building in
Somalia is scarce. However, we shall focus on a specific case study.178
One of the case studies that is a stand out in Somalia’s media is HornAfrik.A
private media enterprise that is based in the capital Mogadishu. Historically, since
the regime of Siad Barre that ended in 1991 Somalia has had a weak or a nonexistent
media within the country. In the case of HornAfrika, it was founded in 1999. It was
started by Somalis who were returning from Canada. It began as a mere radio station
and later on expanded to include its own television station and website. It airs from
the news, entertainment to education-based programs. The popularity and
effectiveness of this media have reached a point where kin/clan-based radio stations
became irrelevant thus, closing down. This was very vital for the peace-building
process mainly due to the fact that these stations were being used to spread
propaganda.179
Furthermore, HornAfrika has collaborated with some Somalia based NGOs
as well as small local radio broadcasters in peace-building. One of this local radio
stations is Radio Shabelle. It was recognized as championing press freedom and
peace when two of their founders and two other journalists were killed. This was
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between 2007 and 2009. Horn Afrika was at the forefront of reporting human rights
transgression and this is why it faced pressure from different TFG as well as militias
in Somalia. Also, it has given NGOs free air time to broadcast their messages to the
Somali people at large. These NGOs aired health and peace-related information to
the general public. Horn of Afrika has been identified as one of the most established
media houses in Somalia with a wide range of network in the outside world. This
has earned it support from giants like BBC which even used it to do retransmission
of Somali programs in its local frequencies. Most importantly the station has been
noted in promoting dialogue between different parties that were in conflict.180
In conclusion, it is vital to briefly shed light on why the regional and
international peace-building efforts in Somalia had little or no effect. Some scholars
have put the following reasons: domestic ‘spoilers’ and restraints that emanated
from the different warlords, external ‘spoilers’ and hindrances whereby some
external mediators had interest in Somalia and wanted the war to go on. One of
these actors considered to be doing so is Ethiopia. This is however considered a
conspiracy theory by most scholars. Also, missed opportunities are seen as one of
the reasons. The international mediators failed to address vital issues at the time of
mediation plus they lacked political interests. For example, in the case of UN and
UN which are criticized for inattention, lack of political interest and missing the
vital opportunities to solve the Somali crisis.
Finally, is the issue of misdiagnosis. The international and regional
mediation efforts did not take the route of first diagnosing the Somali crisis and
later on providing the prescription for it. This was partly why wrong mediation
tactics were adopted and additionally, representation of the warring groups was not
done well in conferences. External mediators were generally unaware of the
realities of clannism thus, their failure in achieving success.181
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As for the internal efforts they have achieved a sense of stability in areas
where they have been utilized. For example, in Somaliland and Puntland. These two
de facto states in Somalia have been experiencing relative peace and active
institutions since their formation. Scholars, as well as the Somali people, argue that
the internal efforts have succeeded more mainly because ‘a homegrown problem is
best suited by a homegrown solution’.
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CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

This thesis sought to outline the background of the Somali conﬂict and the
approaches undertaken by various peace-makers to tackle the instability and bring
lasting peace for Somalia. Despite the fact that Somalis are one of the most
homogenous societies in the world when it comes to culture, religion, ethnicity and
language, it didn’t stop them from falling into a vicious cycle of prolonged violence
competing for power, land and resources. The situation became worse with the fall
of President Siad Barre’s regime in 1991. Since then Somalia has been under a
constant civil war which took the lives of thousands of Somalis. The conflict in
Somalia not only affected the people of Somali but also the international
communities in general. This was due to the fact that Somalia after state collapse
became a home for terrorist groups and pirates which terrorized the region in
particular and the world in general.
Although the conflict was the part of the life of the people living in the
region in the pre-historic era; the paper shows that the colonial legacy, cold war
legacy, state repression and competition for power and resources were the primary
drivers of the Somali conﬂict. A well-established fact is that the major conflicts in
Africa were as a consequence of the artificial borders made by Europeans. Somalia,
as part of the continent which also is located geographically on a geo-strategical
location, was not exempted from this partition. It was divided among three
European powers namely Britain, France and Italy in the late 19th century and early
20th century. The French conquered the north-western part of Somalia and renamed
it as French Somaliland. The southern-central parts of Somalia containing
Mogadishu the country’s capital city were seized by Italy and named Italian
Somaliland. The British conquered the northern regions of modern Somalia
renamed it British Somaliland, the Ogaden region of Western Somalia, later
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relinquish to Ethiopia and the Northern Frontier District (NFD) also later
relinquished to Kenya. This colonial legacy created Pan-Somalis among the
Somalia people which letter sparked irredentism policy followed by successive
post-colonial governments of Somalia in pursuit of reuniting all Somalia territories
under one flag. This colonial legacy triggered the constant hostilities and horrific
wars between Somalia and its neighbors namely Ethiopia and Kenya. This also led
to souring relations with the former colonial powers as they sided with their cultural
allies of Kenya and Ethiopia which are considered part of the Christian club.
The geographical proximity led to fierce competition between the two raged
blocs of the cold war. Somalia with traditionally considered a friend to former
colonial powers of Britain and Italy but later on the switch to the USSR. She gained
financial aid, military equipment, and political back up until the Ogaden war in
1977 when the Soviet Union and Warsaw Pact sided with Ethiopia fighting side by
side with them against Somalia this led to the severe defeat of Somalia in 1978, an
issue that could be linked to the recent Somali crisis.
After short-lived of relatively democratic period, General Mohamed Siad
Barre seized power in a bloodless military coup in October 21st, 1969. All
democratic institutions were suspended during his reign and his obsession with
power led to the unprecedented state repression that affected all the segments of the
society including the murder of his revolutionary comrades and religious leaders.
His methods of repression reached its highest levels with an attempt of a failed
military coup in 1978 by high-level military personnel of Majeerteen Clan. This led
to the turbulent years of the late 1970-1991 which saw the military strongman,
President Mohammed Siad Barre in a classic example of regime insecurity dilemma
resort to the use of this factor in order to help him cling to power. Barre adopted a
divide-and-rule model of politics where clans were pitted against each other in a
zero-sum game of politics. The attempts to oust him muted in the 1980s were also
coalescing around clan-based militias which turned against each other soon after
the common enemy, Barre, was finally ousted.
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Politicized Clan rivalry was fueled in Somalia by the competition for
resources, power control and the large numbers of unemployed youth. These could
be considered predominant factors that have bred the protracted conflict that has
bedeviled Somalia in the last two decades. The most important factor that has
created and sustained the clan-based militias that have put the Horn of Africa
country under siege is the competition for power which inevitably leads to the
control of the vast resources in Somalia.
The thesis also showed the regional and international efforts to solve the
Somalian conflict and their challenges. A peace-building process which started
right after the commenced of the conflict in 1991 with the meltdown of the
government, did not achieve any positive result in the first decade. After the relative
decreased of the violence in early 1993, the international community launched a
peacekeeping mission, United Nations Mission to Somalia II (UNOSOM II) which
later became part of various peace-building attempts. However, the mission failed
to achieve the objectives of peace-building because of a disarmament initiative
which was a point of contention between the UN and some powerful armed Somali
groups under the leadership of General Mohamed Farah Aideed.
There have been around fifteen Peace Conferences which were organized
by different actors such as regional and international organizations. Some of the
major conferences supported by the regional states and the international community
include: the Djibouti Conference in 1991; the Addis Ababa Conference in 1993; the
Cairo Conference in 1997; all these conferences were not productive and did not
yield the required outcome for the Somali people. After many disappointments,
there were three noteworthy peace conferences which paved the way for a solution
of the conflict in Somalia.
Firstly, the Arta Peace Process was one of the most significant national
reconciliation conferences for Somalia. It was organized by neighboring sister
country; Djibouti and it became a turning point in the Somali peace process. This
conference was considered by many observers an outstanding step towards state-
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building in \Somalia. Two factors were credited as success determiners behind this
conference; for the first time, the warlords from the different warring militias were
exempted. It involved instead of a widely diverse range of clan leaders and civil
society groups who have deep roots in different segments of the Somali society. On
the other hand, the Somali people all over the world and the international
community kept the pressure on the delegates selected for the conference to achieve
the well-appreciated goal of reconciliation.
In conclusion, the process introduced and established what is known today
as the 4.5 Formula to be used in Somali politics. The formula was used to address
the elusive question of power-sharing and representation in the country. With the
absence of all government institutions and political institution such as political
parties for nearly a decade, at the same time, all major clans claiming a dominant
or absolute majority, thinking outside the box was inevitable. The formula dictated
a certainly fixed representation for every clan in the Politics of Somalia. The idea
here is that the four main clans of Somalia namely: Darood, Dir, Hawiye, and DigilMirifle were to get an equal number of seats in representation. As for the ‘Minority
clans,’ the Bantu, Benadir and other smaller clans were to get half of what the main
clans were getting. In reality, this idea was not meant to bring the ultimate solution
for the Somali conflict but to solve the immediate needs of representation in politics,
although this formula is working in Somalia to date.
The Arta peace process is credited to have brought back the notion of a
unitary system of government in Somalia. This process produced a draft of
provisional Transitional National Charter, Transitional National Government
(TFG) and Transitional National Assembly which consisted of 245 members of
parliaments and they elected Abdikasim Salad Hassan as a new interim president
of Somalia. After the inauguration of the new president in Djibouti, the new
government of Somalia moved to Mogadishu, the capital city of Somalia. It faced
many internal and external challenges that led to it's ineffectiveness, slow
disintegration and eventually collapsed in 2002.
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The insecurity of the region continued with the warlords who were sidelined
at Arta peace conference getting their feet on the ground and nearly strangling the
weak Transitional National Government. the role of Ethiopia which was unsatisfied
with the outcome of Arta in Somalia also becoming more apparent, a new peace
initiative was launched in October 2002 at the city of Eldoret in neighboring Kenya.
The delegates including the Transitional National Government agreed on pursuing
the process of Arta peace accord but adopted a new federal system for the country.
A Transitional Federal Government (TFG) was born. The delegates also selected a
Transitional National Assembly of 275 members and elected colonel Abdullahi
Yusuf Ahmed as a new interim president in 2004.
Once again there was a total breakdown of the peace process in 2005 and a
new wave of violence but more complex broke out in the capital city Mogadishu.
President Abdullahi Yusuf was forced to be stationed at the city of Baidoa near the
southwestern border with Ethiopia under the protection of Ethiopian troops. This
had a bad test in mouths of the Somali population worldwide. From 2005 to 2008,
Mogadishu witnessed several battles between different factions of different
ideologies. The traditional warlords, newly recruited anti-terror elements loyal to
the USA known as the Alliance for the Restoration of Peace and Counter-Terrorism
(ARPCT) and an Islamic militant movement known as the Union of Islamic Courts
(UIC) were all involved at the level of non-governmental actors. The Somali
Transitional Federal Government supported regionally by Ethiopia which had the
endorsement of the international community and the UIC supported by Eretria were
fighting intensively in the south and central of Somalia. This culminated with direct
military intervention from Ethiopia in December 2006 and Somalia in general and
Mogadishu, in particular, have seen one of its worst atrocities in modern history.
Finally, the Djibouti peace deal of 2008 was another peace process which
brought together the unity of two warring parties of Somalia, the Transitional
Federal Government and the Union of Islamic Courts. This happened only after the
Ethiopia military assault could not yield any positive result other than complicating
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the situation for the Somali transitional federal government. With this intervention,
the internationally recognized Somali government was facing credibility problem
as it was discredited by large segments of the Somali population. Moreover, the war
became a recruitment base for more Islamic militant hardliners with assumed Al
Qaeda affiliation. The international community had no choice but to launch a new
peace initiative. This Djibouti conference of 2008 was the last peace conference
that took place for the peace-building process of Somalia. The outcome was the
peace deal that paved the way for the presidency of Sheikh Sharif Sheikh Ahmed
2009, the expansion of the national assembly to 500 members and the withdrawal
of Ethiopian troops from Somalia in 2009. At the end of President Sheikh Sharif ‘s
mandate period, a grand assembly of 1000 selected clan elders précised over and
selected 275 members of the Somali Federal Assembly members. They, in turn,
elected President Hassan Sheikh Mohamud on 12 August 2012. With that Somalia
was out of the era of traditional governments and interim presidents.
The study illustrated the importance of local ownership when it comes to
peace-building. It captured and shed light on a relatively undervalued indigenous
peace-building process that showed perfectly that peace-building effort was not
reserved only for foreign regional and international interveners. The peace-building
processes conducted in the Northern and Northeastern Regions of Somalia have
shown that the Somali people in these regions had their say and had put tremendous
effort to bring a lasting peace at least to their regions. These regions share in a
common unmistakable feature that made them different from the rest of the country,
namely a strong culture of clan elder’s leadership. This enabled the two regions to
pursue another path of peace-building while the rest of the country was witnessing
the horrors of the civil war.
The Northern region which was a British colony before independence
declared unilateral secession from the rest of Somalia and claimed selfindependence with the name of the Republic of Somaliland in 18 may 1991 hinting
the atrocities committed and the heavy destruction that was inflicted on the region
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while the Issak clan-based Somali National Movement (SNM) faction was fighting
against the military regime in the years 1982 – 1991. Shortly after the declaration
of independence, a dispute on power-sharing between the clans and leadership
contention between the elite politicians led to a short-term civil war in the region.
This short-lived experience of violence was quickly intervened and contained by
clan elders and settled. The outcome was a genuine peace-building model that led
not only to a lasting peace but also to an appreciated developing democratic process.
This region dwells up to date in peace and tranquility within its social components
though not recognized internationally as a sovereign country as they would like.
The North-eastern region also experienced a similar process to that of
Somaliland. The region suffered under president General Mohamed Siad Barre’s
regime from grave human rights abuses and atrocities committed against
communities that were punished collectively during the struggle of the Somali
Salvation Democratic Front of the Majerten clan against Barre’s regime from 1978
to 1991. The suffering continued after the state collapse of 1991 when malatia loyal
to general Mohamed Farah Aideed and a radical islamist fighter named Al-Itahad
al-Islami attacked the region, caused deaths of innocent people and inflicted severe
damage on many civilians. After participation in many fruitless international peace
conferences, the elite politicians, the clan elders, religious leaders and other
components of the civil society including women, youth and civil society groups
launched what they named grassroots peace-building. After two years of
consultations, the product was a semi-autonomous region doped Puntland on 12
August 1998.
The efforts of the Northern regions of Somaliland and the Northeastern
region of Puntland have contributed to conceal a lasting peace that enabled the
emergence of semi-autonomous government setups the helped to contain the
lawlessness with a very high degree of success. The reason behind this success was
credited to the local ownership, the application of the culturaly well reckoned
custom law (xeer) and given the upper hand to the clan elders, religious leaders and
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civil society groups which ultimately produced a genuine outcome. The
international community recognizes the peace-building process in these two Somali
regions as solid, fruitful and admirable within its context.
The study also established that a convergence of multiple factors contributed to
unsuccessful peace talks in over a decade of turmoil in Somalia. A deep-rooted
sense of loyalty to clans that has worsened over the years of the protracted conflict,
the participation of groups that have benefited conflict such as the warlords, the
proliferation of small arms and light weapons, external intervention in terms of
sponsoring competing or parallel peace conferences and providing military and
financial support to various warring groups aggravated hostilities, exacerbated the
conflict and undermined the success of peace process.
Other major obstacles that were much exhibited by foreign interveners and
hampered nearly all peace-building efforts are lack of neutrality, disrespect to
Somali norms of culture and focus on the wrong target. Many marathon attempts
that were made for Somalia in multiple conferences ended up with disappointments
and disastrous outcome due to lack of donor impartiality in terms of the organizers
and funding. Various countries with vested interested in the peace or intervention
process manipulated the outcome as they tried to enhance their interest. The US-led
intervention under the UN of 1992 -1994, the Sodere conference of 1996, the Cairo
conference 1997 and the Embagathi conference of Nairobi in 2004 are good
examples. Most of the interventions carried out in Somalia by the US has sent a
signal of disrespect to the Somalis antagonizing a large segment of the Somali
society against the US administrations. The US-led of targeted arrestments of
suspected radical Islamist elements in Mogadishu in 2005 was counterproductive
and resulted in creating the Union of Islamic Courts.
The study also reveals that most of the conferences initiated and sponsored
by either regional or international communities have been focusing on a fruitless
target of state-building. The right process would have been to target peace-making
between the disputants that suffered deep mistrust sustained from the prolonged
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civil war. It is obvious that any state-building process should be preceded by peace–
building resolution. Failure to that is putting the cart in front of the horse.
As we have aptly seen, Somalia has been in a perpetual state of anarchy
since the civil war began there. This has created an environment that facilitates the
creation of issues such as piracy and terrorism, problems that extend the violence
and disruption beyond the confines of Somalia’s borders. in order to understand the
conflict and the attempts made at resolving it, one must understand the source of
the conflict as well as the rationale behind the failure in the multifaceted peacebuilding initiatives both internally and externally. This study seeks therefore to
propose a number of recommendations.
Firstly, security must be restored in Somalia especially in the south and
central regions of Somalia if any meaningful steps are to be taken to address other
issues affecting the state. Security and territorial control is the most urgent priority.
The government army and the Amisom peacekeeping force must realize that their
no peace to be kept as long as the all Somali territories are not under the government
control. This cannot be achieved by the Federal Government alone. Efforts must be
made to incorporate other players such as friendly regional states. The international
community should institute measures to support the Somali Federal Government to
secure these areas, enhance state-building measures, put on track the central
government’s economic and social recovery measures, and manage the regional
dimension. This will be important in not only ending the conflict in Somalia but
will also aid in promoting regional stability in the Horn of Africa as well as
addressing transnational threats emanating from Somalia
Secondly, it is critical to establish a functioning state that should enhance
Somalia’s social fabric in order to put Somalia back on the path to recovery. This
will involve the re-establishment of the rule of law, the re-building of viable
institutions, providing the foundations for socio-economic recovery, delivering
basic service and promoting justice, human rights and reconciliation process among
the communities. In addition, parallel efforts should be instituted especially in areas
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that are gaining stability especially from the upsurge in peacekeeping operations
from the African mission in Somalia. These efforts will be geared towards the
recovery of these areas while sustaining the political, developmental and rule of law
gains aping the models of government instituted in the northern regions of Puntland
and Somaliland.
Finally, in order to eliminate the threats against any genuine peace-building
process or minimize the obstacles, a meaningful indigenous and locally owned
peace-building process should be launched by the Somali people. The initiative, the
funding, and facilitation should all be indigenous. The process should focus only
on peace-building, reconciliation and should not be diverted to state- building. The
target should be addressing the important issues that face the Somalis as a nation
such as irredentism, terrorism, state-building and economic development, a multidimensional and a holistic approach in terms of inclusiveness is needed. The
narrowly focus on counterterrorism adopted by the US, the UN and counter
irredentism adopted by neighboring countries of Ethiopia and Kenya is seen by
many Somalis as provocative and is eventually counterproductive. A bottom-up
peace-building process that is will not exempt any credible individual or entity,
similar to those adopted by the regions of Somaliland and Puntland would be very
essential for solving the Somali peace-building dilemma.

85

BIBLIOGRAPHY

“The Puntland Experience: A Bottom-up Approach to Peace and State Building
Peace Initiatives in Puntland 1991-2007.” PDRC, 7 Nov. 2018,
pdrcsomalia.org/2200-2/.
Abdullah A. Mohamoud, "State Collapse and Post-Conflict Development in
Africa: The Case of Somalia (1960-2001),” Purdue University Press,
2006
Abiodun OluwAdare, “The African Union and the conflict in Mali: extra-regional
influence and the limitations of a regional actor.” African Journal of
Governance and Development, Vol. 3, No. 1, 2014, Pp. 5-20
Adeline Nnenna Idike and Sylvia Uchenna Agu, “African Union and Intra-State
Conflict Resolution: A Return to the Libyan Crises (2011),” International
Journal of Public Administration, Vol. 37, No. 8, 2014, Pp. 466-73
Alan D. Falconer. (2009). Building peace: experience in collaborative peace
building in Somalia. The Ecumenical Review. African Journal. Retrieved
April 11, 2009 from African Journal.
Alexander Rondos, “The Horn of Africa- its strategic importance for Europe, the
Gulf States and Beyond,” Centre for international relations and
sustainable development (cirsd), Issue No. 6, 2016,
https://www.cirsd.org/en/horizons/horizons-winter-2016--issue-no-6/thehorn-of-africa---its-strategic-importance-for-europe-the-gulf-states-andbeyond
AMISOM, “Charting a New Course for African Union Peace Missions.” Taylor
and Francis Online,
www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/10246029.2017.1297583.

86

Amoo Samuel G., “The OAU and African Conflicts: Past Successes, Present
Paralysis and Future Perspectives,” Institute of Conflict Analysis and
Resolution, George Mason University, 1992,
http://citeseerx.ist.psu.edu/viewdoc/download;jsessionid
Ansel Douglas, “Civilian Support and the Foundation of Al-Shabaab Expansion,”
Somalia: Creating Space-For Fresh Approached to Peace-building, Life
and Peace Institution (LPI), Kalmar: Sweden, 2011
Apuuli Phillip Kasaija “The UN-Led Djibouti Peace Process for Somalia 20082009: Results and Problems.” Journal of Contemporary African Studies,
vol. 28, no. 3, 2010. doi:10.1080/02589001.2010.497357
Asley Lyn Green, “Rethinking Somalia Nationalism, State Formation and Peace
Building in Somalia,” Somalia: Creating Space-For Fresh Approached to
Peace-building, Life and Peace Institution (LPI), Kalmar: Sweden, 2011,
Pp. 30-38
Ayoob Mohammed, “The Horn of Africa: Regional Conflict and Super Power
Involvement,” Canberra Paper on Strategy and Defense, No. 18, 1978
Bannon Ian & Collies Paul, Natural Resource and Conflict: What Can We do? In
the book of Natural Resources and Violent Conflict: Option and Action,
edited by Ian Bannon and Paul Collies, The World Bank, Library of
Congress Cataloguing, Washington D.C.: USA, 2003
Barana. H Naazneen, The Peace-building Puzzle: Political Order in Post-Conflict
States, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge: United Kingdom, 2017
BBC, “Q&A: Somalia’s Conflict - BBC News,” accessed June 5, 2018,
https://www.bbc.com/news/10524929.
Bill and Melinda, “Somalia: a history of events from 1950 to the present - in
pictures,” The Guardian Weekly, 23 February 2012,
https://www.theguardian.com/globaldevelopment/gallery/2012/feb/23/somalia-history-events-in-pictures

87

Blogger for Strength Through Peace, Guest. "Lessons Learned in Somalia:
AMISOM and Contemporary Peace Enforcement." Council on Foreign
Relations, 19 July 2018. Web. 1 Dec. 2018.
Blok Jan TijmenNinck, “State Failure in Somalia: Causes of Instability and
Insecurity,”
https://www.atlcom.nl/ap_archive/pdf/AP%202010%20nr.%202/Ninck%
20Blok.pdf
Bloomfield Lincoln P. and Leiss Amelia C., Controlling Small Wars: A Strategy
for the 1970’s, Alten Lane The Penguin Press, New York: United State,
1969
Brecke Peter andLong William J., War and Reconciliation: Reason and Emotion
in Conflict Resolution, The Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT)
Press, Massachusetts: UK, 2003,
Brian J Hesse, “Introduction: The Myth of ‘Somalia,’” Journal of Contemporary
African Studies, Routledge, Vol. 28, No. 3, 2010, Pp. 249-259,
doi:10.1080/02589001.2010.499232.
Brooke-Smith Robin, The Scramble for Africa, Documents and Debates, London:
United Kingdom, 1987
Bruce Vander vort, Wars of Imperial Conquest in Africa, 1830-1914, Warfare &
History, London: United Kingdom, Tylor and Francis, P.26
Byiers Bruce, “The Political Economy of Regional Integration in Africa
Intergovernmental Authority of Development (IGAD),” IGAD Study,
January 2016, https://ecdpm.org/wp-content/uploads/ECDPM-2016Political-Economy-Regional-Integration-Africa-IGAD-Report.pdf
Calchi Novati Giampaolo, “Italy and Africa: how to forget colonialism,” Journal
of Modern Italian Studies, Vol. 13, No. 1, 2008

88

Charles (Chip) Hauss, "Military Intervention." Beyond Intractability. Eds. Guy
Burgess and Heidi Burgess., Conflict Information Consortium,
University of Colorado, Boulder. Posted: August 2003
Chester A. Crocker and A Chester, “The Lessons of Somalia Not Everything
Went Wrong,” Foreign Affairs, Vol. 74, No. 3, May 1, 2013, Pp. 2–8,
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/somalia/1995-05-01/lessonssomalia-not-everything-went-wrong.
Christiane Philipp, “Somalia - A Very Special Case.” Max Planck Yearbook of
United Nations Law Online, vol. 9, no. 1, Jan. 2005, pp. 517–554.,
doi:10.1163/138946305775160438.
Clos Ryne, “Al-Shabaab Part of the Solution to the problems faced by Somalia?”
Somalia: Creating Space-For Fresh Approached to Peace-building, Life
and Peace Institution (LPI), Kalmar: Sweden, 2011
Colin Legum, “The Organization of African Unity-Success or Failure?” Royal
Institute of International Affairs, Vol. 51, No. 2, 1975, Pp. 208-219,
https://www.jstor.org/stable/2617233, Accession date: 16-10-2018
Crocker Chester A. and Chester A, “The Lessons of Somalia Not Everything
Went Wrong,” Foreign Affairs, Vol. 74, No. 3, May 1, 2013,
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/somalia/1995-05-01/lessonssomalia-not-everything-went-wrong.
David S. Painter and Melvyn P. Leffler, The international system and the origins
of the Cold War, in the book of Origins of the Cold War: An
International History, Editores Melvyn P. Leffler and David S. Painter,
second edition, Routledge Taylor and Francis, New York: USA, 2004,
Pp. 1-10
Digvijay sinh Thakore, “Conflict and Conflict Management,” IOSR Journal of
Business and Management, Vol. 8, No. 6, 2013, Pp. 7–16.

89

Douglas Ansel, “Civilian Support and the Foundation of Al-Shabaab Expansion,”
Somalia: Creating Space-For Fresh Approached to Peace-building, Life
and Peace Institution (LPI), Kalmar: Sweden, 2011, Pp. 28-32
Ehiedu E. G. Iweriebor, “The Colonization of Africa,” African & African
Diasporan Transformations in 20th century, Africana Age,
http://exhibitions.nypl.org/africanaage/essay-colonization-of-africa.html
Emilia Pia & Thomas Diez, “Conflict and Human Right: A Theoretical Frame
Work,” SHUR WP 1/07, Sixth framework programme, 2007, Pp. 2-5
Emizet F. Kisangani, “Development of African Administration: Pre-colonial times
and since,” Public Administration and Public Policy – Vol. I Development of African Administration, 2011
Falconer Alan D.. (2009). Building peace: experience in collaborative peacebuilding in Somalia. The Ecumenical Review. African Journal. Retrieved
April 11, 2009 from African Journal.
Falola Toyin and Fleming Tyler, World Civilizations and History of Human
Development: African Civilizations: From The Pre-Colonial to the
Modern Day, UNESCO, Encyclopaedia of Life Support Systems
(EOLSS), https://www.eolss.net/Sample-Chapters/C04/E6-97-09.pdf
Galtung Johan, “Peace by Peaceful Means: Peace and Conflict, Development and
Civilization” London: UK, 1996, doi:10.4135/9781446221631.
Galtung Johan, “Three Approaches to Peace: Peacekeeping, Peace-making and
Peace-building,” Peace, War and Defense: Essay in Peace Research,
Ejlers Publishing, Copenhagen: Denmark, Vol. 2, 1976
Gelot Linnéa , “Civilian protection in Africa: How the protection of civilians is
being militarized by African policymakers and diplomats,”
Contemporary Security Policy Journal, Vol. 38, Issue. 1, 2017

90

GEORGE JAMESJAN, “Somalia's Overthrown Dictator, Mohammed Siad Barre,
Is Dead,” The New York Times, January 3, 1995,
https://www.nytimes.com/1995/01/03/obituaries/somalia-s-overthrowndictator-mohammed-siad-barre-is-dead.html
Giampaolo Calchi Novati, “Italy and Africa: how to forget colonialism,” Journal
of Modern Italian Studies, Vol. 13, No. 1, 2008, Pp. 41-57
Green Asley Lyn, “Rethinking Somalia Nationalism, State Formation and Peacebuilding in Somalia,” Somalia: Creating Space-For Fresh Approached to
Peace-building, Life and Peace Institution (LPI), Kalmar: Sweden, 2011
Harned Glenn M. “Stability Operations in Somalia 1992-1993: A Case Study.”
Jan. 2016, doi:10.21236/ad1014175.
Hauss Charles (Chip), "Military Intervention." Beyond Intractability. Eds. Guy
Burgess and Heidi Burgess., Conflict Information Consortium,
University of Colorado, Boulder. Posted: August 2003
Healy Sally & Bradbury Mark, “Endless war: a brief history of the Somali
conflict,” Conflict Trends 21., 2010, http://www.c-r.org/accordarticle/endless-war-brief-history-somali-conflict, Date of access,
31/08/2018
Henry Miller, “Mapped Africa Before and After Colonialism, November 25,
2017, https://matadornetwork.com/read/mapped-africa-scramble-africa/
Herber Kelman, The Role of Natioal Identity in the Conflict Resolution, in Social
Identity, Inter Group Conflict and Conflict Reduction, Edited by Richard
D. Ashmore, Lee Jussim and David Wilder, Oxford University Press,
Oxford: United Kingdom, 2001, Pp. 194
Ian Bannon & Paul Collies, Natural Resource and Conflict: What Can We do? In
the book of Natural Resources and Violent Conflict: Option and Action,
edited by Ian Bannon and Paul Collies, The World Bank, Library of
Congress Cataloguing, Washington D.C.: USA, 2003, p. 9

91

IGAD, “The IGAD Region” IGAD Peace, Prosperity and Regional Integration,
Dec 4, 2018, https://igad.int/index.php/about-us/the-igad-region
Ingiriis Mohamed H., and Markus V. Hoehne. “The Impact of Civil War and State
Collapse on the Roles of Somali Women: A Blessing in Disguise.”
Journal of Eastern African Studies, vol. 7, no. 2, 2013,
doi:10.1080/17531055.2013.776281.
International Crisis Group, “Somalia: Countering Terrorism in a Failed State,”
2002, https://d2071andvip0wj.cloudfront.net/45-somalia-counteringterrorism-in-a-failed-state.pdf.
Ioan Myrddin Lewis, A Modern History of the Somali: Nation and State in the
Horn of Africa, Revised, Updated and Expanded, Easter African Studies,
Ohio University Press, Ohio: USA, 2002, Pp. 20-25
Iweriebor Ehiedu E. G., “The Colonization of Africa,” African & African
Diasporan Transformations in 20th century, Africana Age,
http://exhibitions.nypl.org/africanaage/essay-colonization-of-africa.html
James Mukhwana, “Political History of Somalia,” African Union Mission in
Somalia (UGABAG, AMISOM),
http://www.academia.edu/8393556/POLITICAL_HISTORY_OF_SOM
ALIA
James jan George, “Somalia's Overthrown Dictator, Mohammed Siad Barre, Is
Dead,” The New York Times, January 3, 1995,
https://www.nytimes.com/1995/01/03/obituaries/somalia-s-overthrowndictator-mohammed-siad-barre-is-dead.html
Johan Galtung, “Peace by Peaceful Means: Peace and Conflict, Development and
Civilization” London: UK, 1996, doi:10.4135/9781446221631.
Johan Galtung, “Three Approaches to Peace: Peacekeeping, Peacemaking and
Peace-building,” Peace, War and Defense: Essay in Peace Research,
Ejlers Publishing, Copenhagen: Denmark, Vol. 2, 1976, Pp. 282-304

92

John McGarry and Brendan O’Leary, “The Political Regulation of National and
Ethnic Conflict,” Parliamentary Affairs, Volume 47, Issue 1, 1 January
1994, Pp. 94–115, https://doi.org/10.1093/oxfordjournals.pa.a052463
John Paul Lederach, “Building Peace: Sustainable Reconciliation in Divided
Societies,” United States Institute of Peace Press, Washington D.C.:
United States, 1997, Pp. 87
Johnson, and Smaker. “State Building in De Facto States: Somaliland and
Puntland Compared.” Africa Today, vol. 60, no. 4, 2014, p. 3.,
doi:10.2979/africatoday.60.4.3.
Joseph S.Nye, Jr, Understanding International Conflict: An Introduction to Theory
and History, Sixth Edition, Pearson Longman, New York: US, 2007
Kamur Rupesinghe, “Conflict Transformation,” Palgrave Macmillan, UK, 1995,
https://books.google.com.tr/books?id=cT5jQgAACAAJ.
Kandé Sylvie, “Africa 1980–2010: Tragedies, Triumphs, and Challenges,” SUNY
Old Westbury, African Age,
http://exhibitions.nypl.org/africanaage/essay-africa-2010.html
Kelman Herber, The Role of Natioal Identity in the Conflict Resolution, in Social
Identity, Inter Group Conflict and Conflict Reduction, Edited by Richard
D. Ashmore, Lee Jussim and David Wilder, Oxford University Press,
Oxford: United Kingdom, 2001
Kidist Mulugeta, “The Role of Regional and International Organizations in
Resolving the Somali Conflict: The Case of IGAD,” 2009.
Kidisti Mulugeta, “The Role of Regional and International Organizations in
Resolving the Somali Conflict: The Case of IGAD,” Friedrich EbertStiftung, Addis Ababa: Ethiopia, 2009, Pp. 9-12.
Kisangani Emizet F., “Development of African Administration: Pre-colonial times
and since,” Public Administration and Public Policy – Vol. I Development of African Administration, 2011

93

Kyle C Beardsley et al., “Mediation Style and Crisis Outcomes,” Journal of
Conflict Resolution. Vol. 50, No. 1 February 1, 2006,
doi:10.1177/0022002705282862.
Lake, David A. “The State builder’s Dilemma.” VitalSource, Little Brown Bks
Young Readers, www.vitalsource.com/products/the-statebuilder-39-sdilemma-david-a-lake-v9781501703836.
Legum Colin, “The Organization of African Unity-Success or Failure?” Royal
Institute of International Affairs, Vol. 51, No. 2, 1975,
https://www.jstor.org/stable/2617233, Accession date: 16-10-2018
Lincoln P. Bloomfield and Amelia C. Leiss, Controlling Small Wars: A Strategy
for the 1970’s, Alten Lane The Penguin Press, New York: United
State,1969, Pp. 23-25
McGarry John and O’Leary Brendan, “The Political Regulation of National and
Ethnic Conflict,” Parliamentary Affairs, Volume 47, Issue 1, 1 January
1994, https://doi.org/10.1093/oxfordjournals.pa.a052463
Menkhaus Ken, “Mediation Efforts in Somalia,” Davidson College,
www.hdcentre.org/wpcontent/uploads/2016/08/109MediationeffortsinSomalia-April-2007.pdf.
Miller Henry , “Mapped Africa Before and After Colonialism, November 25,
2017,
Mohammed Ayoob, “The Horn of Africa: Regional Conflict and Super Power
Involvement,” Canberra Paper on Strategy and Defense, No. 18, 1978
Mohamoud Abdullah A., "State Collapse and Post-Conflict Development in
Africa: The Case of Somalia (1960-2001),” Purdue University Press,
2006https://matadornetwork.com/read/mapped-africa-scramble-africa/

94

Mountain Thomas C., “The UN’s Next Genocide in Somalia: The Somali people
didn't create Al Shabab - the U.N. did by starting a war that is still raging
today,” 26 September 2016,
https://www.telesurtv.net/english/opinion/The-UNs-Next-Genocide-inSomalia-20160926-0007.html
Mukhwana James, “Political History of Somalia,” African Union Mission in
Somalia (UGABAG, AMISOM),
http://www.academia.edu/8393556/POLITICAL_HISTORY_OF_SOM
ALIA
Mulugeta Kidisti, “The Role of Regional and International Organizations in
Resolving the Somali Conflict : The Case of IGAD,” Friedrich EbertStiftung, Addis Ababa: Ethiopia, 2009,
Myrddin Lewis Ioan, A Modern History of the Somali: Nation and State in the
Horn of Africa, Revised, Updated and Expanded, Easter African Studies,
Ohio University Press, Ohio: USA, 2002
Naazneen H. Barana, The Peace Building Puzzle: Political Order in Post-Conflict
States, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge: United Kingdom, 2017,
Pp. 1-5
Nnenna Idike Adeline and Uchenna Agu Sylvia, “African Union and Intra-State
Conflict Resolution: A Return to the Libyan Crises (2011),” International
Journal of Public Administration, Vol. 37, No. 8, 2014
Ofcansky T. (2000) Somalia: ‘Recent History’ in Africa South of the Sahara.
London: Europa Publications.
Ofcansky, T. (2000) Somalia: ‘Recent History’ in Africa South of the Sahara.
London: Europa Publications.
Oluw Adare Abiodun, “The African Union and the conflict in Mali: extra-regional
influence and the limitations of a regional actor.” African Journal of
Governance and Development, Vol. 3, No. 1, 2014

95

Painter David S. and Melvyn Leffler P., The international system and the origins
of the Cold War, in the book of Origins of the Cold War: An
International History, Editores Melvyn P. Leffler and David S. Painter,
second edition, Routledge Taylor and Francis, New York: USA, 2004
Paolo Tripodi, The Colonial Legacy in Somalia, Italy and the Administration of
Somalia: a Difficult Mandate, The Nottingham Trent University,
Palgrave Macmillan, London: UK, 1999, pp. 49-74
Paul Lederach John, “Building Peace: Sustainable Reconciliation in Divided
Societies,” United States Institute of Peace Press, Washington D.C.:
United States, 1997
Peter Brecke and William J. Long, War and Reconciliation: Reason and Emotion
in Conflict Resolution, The Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT)
Press, Massachusetts: UK, 2003, Pp. 75
Philipp, Christiane. “Somalia - A Very Special Case.” Max Planck Yearbook of
United Nations Law Online, vol. 9, no. 1, Jan. 2005, pp. 517–554.
Pia Emilia & Diez Thomas, “Conflict and Human Right: A Theoretical Frame
Work,” SHUR WP 1/07, Sixth framework programme, 2007
Reinhart Robert, Somalia a country study, Area hard book series, edited by Harold
D. Nelson. Foreign Area Studies, The American University, Washington
D.C: USA, 1982
REPORT from UN Political Office for Somalia, “Somalia: Latest Acts of Piracy
Are Renewed Provocations - Somalia | ReliefWeb,” PRESS RELEASE
012/2009, 2009, https://reliefweb.int/report/somalia/somalia-latest-actspiracy-are-renewed-provocations.
Ridout Timothy A. “Building Peace and the State in Somaliland: The Factors of
Success.” The Journal of the Middle East and Africa, vol. 3, no. 2, 2012,
doi:10.1080/21520844.2012.741040.

96

Robert Reinhart, Somalia a country study, Area hard book series, edited by Harold
D. Nelson. Foreign Area Studies, The American University, Washington
D.C: USA, 1982, Pp. 2-6
Robin Brooke-Smith, The Scramble for Africa, Documents and Debates, London:
United Kingdom, 1987, p. 1,2
Rondos Alexander, “The Horn of Africa- its strategic importance for Europe, the
Gulf States and Beyond,” Centre for international relations and
sustainable development (cirsd), Issue No. 6, 2016,
https://www.cirsd.org/en/horizons/horizons-winter-2016--issue-no-6/thehorn-of-africa---its-strategic-importance-for-europe-the-gulf-states-andbeyond
Rupesinghe Kamur, “Conflict Transformation,” Palgrave Macmillan, UK, 1995,
https://books.google.com.tr/books?id=cT5jQgAACAAJ.
Ryne Clos, “Al-Shabaab Part of the Solution to the problems faced by Somalia?”
Somalia: Creating Space-For Fresh Approached to Peace-building, Life
and Peace Institution (LPI), Kalmar: Sweden, 2011, Pp. 20-28
S.Nye Jr, Joseph, Understanding International Conflict: An Introduction to Theory
and History, Sixth Edition, Pearson Longman, New York: US, 2007
Sally Healy & Mark Bradbury, “Endless war: a brief history of the Somali
conflict,” Conflict Trends 21., 2010, http://www.c-r.org/accordarticle/endless-war-brief-history-somali-conflict, Date of access,
31/08/2018
Samuel G. Amoo, “The OAU and African Conflicts: Past Successes, Present
Paralysis and Future Perspectives,” Institute of Conflict Analysis and
Resolution, George Mason University, 1992, Pp. 39,
http://citeseerx.ist.psu.edu/view doc/download; jsessionid
Scramble for Africa, “How the African continent became divided,” November 18,
2012, http://originalpeople.org/scramble-for-africa-par/

97

Shumway Rebecca, “Pre-colonial Political System,” African Studies, 2013,
DOI: https://dx.doi.org/10.1093/obo/9780199846733-0100
Skjerdal Terje, “The Somali Media and Their Peace-Building
Potential.” Academia.edu - Share Research,
www.academia.edu/1419286/The_Somali_media_and_their_peacebuilding_potential.
Stewart Richard Winship. United States Army in Somalia, 1992-1994.
Government Printing Office, 2003.
Sylvie Kandé, “Africa 1980–2010: Tragedies, Triumphs, and Challenges,” SUNY
Old Westbury, African Age,
http://exhibitions.nypl.org/africanaage/essay-africa-2010.html
Thakore Digvijaysinh, “Conflict and Conflict Management,” IOSR Journal of
Business and Management, Vol. 8, No. 6, 2013
The Bantu people are also referred to as Somali-jereer which denotes “hard hair”
or tima-adag denoting the “tough-haired” - or by the European term
Gosha “forest”
Thomas C. Mountain, “The UN’s Next Genocide in Somalia: The Somali people
didn't create Al Shabab - the U.N. did by starting a war that is still raging
today,”26 September 2016,
https://www.telesurtv.net/english/opinion/The-UNs-Next-Genocide-inSomalia-20160926-0007.html
Toyin Falola and Tyler Fleming, World Civilizations and History of Human
Development: African Civilizations: From The Pre-Colonial to the
Modern Day, UNESCO, Encyclopaedia of Life Support Systems
(EOLSS), https://www.eolss.net/Sample-Chapters/C04/E6-97-09.pdf
Tripodi Paolo, The Colonial Legacy in Somalia, Italy and the Administration of
Somalia: a Difficult Mandate, The Nottingham Trent University,
Palgrave Macmillan, London: UK, 1999,

98

United Nation Meeting Coverage and Press Release, “Challenges of United
Nations Peace Keeping Operations Reviewed by Countries with first
hand exercise,” Press Release, GA/SPD/201, 9 November 2000.
United Nation operation in Somalia, “Chapter VIII Considerations of questions
under the responsibility of the security council for the maintenance of
international peace and security,” http://www.un.org/en/sc/repertoire/9395/Chapter%208/AFRICA/93-95_8-6-SOMALIA.pdf
United Nation operation in Somalia, “Chapter VIII Considerations of questions
under the responsibility of the security council for the maintenance of
international peace and security,” http://www.un.org/en/sc/repertoire/9395/Chapter%208/AFRICA/93-95_8-6-SOMALIA.pdf
Vandervort Bruce, Wars of Imperial Conquest in Africa, 1830-1914, Warfare &
History, London: United Kingdom, Tylor and Francis
Walls Michael, “Becoming Somaliland.” Review of African Political Economy,
vol. 36, no. 120, 2009, pp. 308–310., doi:10.1080/03056240903086410
Walter S Poole, “The Effort to Save Somalia, August 1992-March 1994.” Jan.
2005, doi:10.21236/ada449836.
William Zartman, “The SAGE Handbook of Conflict Resolution” (London:
SAGE Publications Ltd, 2009), doi:10.4135/9780857024701.
Williams Paul D., “Fighting for Peace in Somalia.” Oxford Scholarship Online,
2018, doi:10.1093/oso/9780198724544.001.0001.
Wolfgang Achtner, “The Italian Connection: How Rome Helped Ruin Somalia,”
Washington, January 24, 1993,
https://www.washingtonpost.com/archive/opinions/1993/01/24/theitalian-connection-how-rome-helped-ruin-somalia/cd843c56-6443-42e498b6-0f0a9147cee3/?noredirect=on&utm_term=.43e94552d6d2
Zartman William, “The SAGE Handbook of Conflict Resolution” (London:
SAGE Publications

99

CURRICULUM VITAE

Name and Surname

:

Abdinur Hassan Farah

Place and Date of Birth :

Beledwyn, Somalia, 27, March 1984

Education:
Degree

Field

University

Year

Undergraduate

Business
Administration
International
Relations

SIMAD
University
Atilim University

2011

Graduate

2018

Work experience:
Work place

Position

Year

Ministry of Foreign
Affairs

Head section of Nongovernmental
Organizations

From 2011

Foreign languages: Somali, English, Arabic and Turkish.
E-mail: nuurayre70@gmail.com
Phone: TR, +905313319540
Date: 21/12/2018

100

