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ÖZ

[KUCUKDEGIRMENCI, Oktay]. [Çin ve Batı: 19. Yüzyıl Boyunca Güç
İlişkileri],[Yüksek Lisans Tezi, Ankara, [2018].
Batılılar pek çok yeni silah, yeni tür fikirler ve onlar için neyin iyi olduğunu
söylemeye ilgili misyonerlerle agresif bir güçle Çin’e ilk kez geldiklerinde,
Çinliler daha önce böyle insanlarla karşılaşmadıkları için nasıl cevap
vereceklerini bilmiyorlardı. Çok uzun zamandır başarılı oldukları için
hazırlanmış değillerdi. Kendi başarıları konusunda halinden memnun olmuşlardı
ve batılılar tarafından çok agresif bir şekilde meydan okunduklarında cevap
vermede yeteri kadar başarılı olamadılar ve dolayısıyla her şeyi kaybettiler.
Batı’nın bakış açısından bu Çin’den ne istedikleri anlamına gelir, ancak Çin’in
onlardan ne beklediğini asla merak etmediler. Aslında Çinliler tarihlerinin
çoğunda olduğu gibi sadece yalnız kalmak istediler. Fakat şimdi bu değişmek
üzeredir ve bu değişim gelecek yüzyıllar için dünyayı dönüştürecektir.
Bu tezin amacı 19. Yüzyıl da Çin ve Batı arasındaki güç ilişkilerinin nasıl
olduğunu analiz etmek ve açıklamaktır. Bu kapsamda Batı ile karşılaşmadan
önce Çin’de ki tarihsel ve siyasal koşullar ve bu ilişkilerin güç ilişkilerin
temelinde nasıl devam ettiği incelenmiştir.
Anahtar Kelimeler; Çin, Misyonerlik, Güç İlişkileri, Batı
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ABSTRACT

[KUCUKDEGIRMENCI, Oktay]. [China and West:Power Relations During
Nineteenth Century],[Master Thesis, Ankara, [2018].

When the westerners came for the first time, to China in an aggressive force with a
lot of new armaments, new kind of ideas and with missionary intersting to tell the
world what is good for them, the Chinese did not know how to respond because they
had not been met people like that before. They were not prepared and since they had
been successful for so long. They had become complacent about their own success
and when they were challenged in this very aggressive way by the westerners they
failed to response adequately and therefore they lost everything.

In the perspective of west, this means what they wanted from China, but never
wondered what China wanted from them. In fact, just as being most of their history,
they just wanted to be left alone. Yet, now, for the first time, it is about to change and
this change will transform the world for the centuries to come.

The purpose of this thesis is related to analysis and explain how power relations
between China and West were in the nineteenth century ? In this framework, it has
been examined historical and political conditions in China before meeting to west
and how this relations went on the basis of power relations.

Keywords;China, Missionary, Power Relations, West,
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INTRODUCTION
Over the course of her few thousands of years of history, China did not have to
struggle with any other power just as big and civilized as she is. India was known by
the Chinese, but India divided into different kingdoms for large part of her history.
Both civilizations traded by the silk road, and influenced each other with distinct
aproaches related to Confucianism and Buddhism. However, due to the Tibetan
plateau and the Himalayas they did not come into contact with each other daily.
Furthermore, large deserts and arid land of Central Asia prevented China from
coming into contact with Iran, Babylon, and so middle east culture, and far beyond
with the Roman Empire. Even though China and Japan shared many similar cultural
and political institutions, both did not accept the other’s supremacy, and thus they
limited their relations for thousands years.
In China, many small, semi-independent countries, which appeared in the early
years of the Zhou dynasty, maintained their existence until they merged into a
number of regional kingdoms that were relatively larger. All these kingdoms were,
for the first time, united under only kingdom in B.C 221. This state was the Qin state,
and a large part of her population were Qin Chinese. After this unification, the idea
of a centralized imperial administration for the first time arose among the Chinese.
Today, ethnic and cultural homogenity of China is a result of thousands of years of
political unification.1 However, it is important to note that there are more or less
eighty dynasties in Chinese history, and many of which are non-Chinese. On the
other hand, China experienced seperation periods many times. Even, in spite of these
periods, Chinese made many invetions like the compass, paper, gunpowder and so
on. Moreover, they advanced in many fields.
In the period of the Song dynasty (960-1279), China was the leader of world
with respect to maritime technology. Fleets that China had have gone from China to
an age of inventions and conquests. However, China did not obtain overseas colonies
and was not interested in overseas countries. The principles of Confucianism and
Buddhism did not provide any reason for Chinese to transform Barbarians.
1
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However, in the period of the Ming dynasty, China made one of the most
interesting and mysterious maritime attempts of the world, between 1405-1433.
Admiral Zheng He departed in the largest ships of the time towards Java, the Horn of
Africa, India, and the strait of Hormuz. At this time, Europe’s age of inventions had
not begun yet. The Chinese fleet had many technological advantages. In terms of
size, number and advance, it was bigger than the Spanish fleet of 150 years later.
These expeditions were stopped by a decision of the emperor because of threats in
the northern borders of China, and this was followed by destroying the fleet.2
This isolation paved the way for the Chinese to think that China was unique
and a big civilization by itself. According to this thought, China was center of the
earth and the Chinese emperor hadthe mandate of a celestial kingdom. On the other
hand, all other countries and regions were at the periphery of this center. For
example, China knew some countries such as Korea, Vietnam, Thailand, Burma and
so on where they were near to China, but China was the middle kingdom and other
countries were part of this kingdom.3 China determined her relations with countries
surrounding herself on the basis of cultural differences rather than political or
regional subjects.
In the framework of relations with westerners, the first contact between China
and westerners was established by Marco polo, who made an expedition to China in
the 13th century. Yet, this contact did not go on constantly. Until 1757 contact with
foreigners was banned by the Chinese emperor, but contact went on in Canton and
Macau. After Marco Polo, the first state that came into contact with China was
Portugal, and this was followed by Spain, the Netherlands, Britain, the United states
and so on. Russia tried to spread in Siberia and made an agreement with China for
the first time in history as a western country in 1689. This was so important that
Russia established a legation in Beijingfor the first time, and other states would want
to benefit from this privilige in the following centuries for themselves as well. All
these countries traded with China, but the balance of trade was significantly in favor
of China.
2
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After these trade relations, Christian missionaries started to arrive in China,
and the Manchu dynasty who ruled China since 1644 forbade all Chinese cities and
regions from trade and relations with foreigners via a mandate except from Canton.
The most important reason why China avoided international relations is related to
how China perceived the world and international relations. According to Chinese,
any European states were not equal to the middle kingdom. The Chinese emperor
always looked down on western states. Furthermore, China did not need to trade with
westerners because her resources were so rich, and so only barbarians could benefit
from trade with China.
When compared to European states, China was much bigger than European
states in terms of size of population and land. She was also far richer than them until
the industrial revolution. China, with a big system including canals that linked her
large rivers and population centers to each other, became the most crowded and
productive trade region of the world over the course of centuries. However, other
countries had limited information with regard to opportunities and the richness of the
Chinese, for she was a self-sufficent country. To give an example, at the begining of
the 19th century China produced, by itself, more than 30% of total world GDP (gross
domestic product).
China entered to the modern age as a uniqe empire with her characteristic and
thought of supremacy. While China claimed that her culture and institutions were
universal and valid everywhere, she tried to spread these in a limited number of
attempts. Even though she was the most prosperous country of the world, she was
not interested in foreign trade and technological innovations. At this time, China was
a country that did not know the age of inventions of Europe and did not realize
technological and historical movements that would threaten the existence of China in
a short time.4
Trade with Europe was carried out by means of a system called “merchant of
emperor” set up in 1702. These sold goods of Chinese merchants to European
merchants, and then this system transformed into Co-hong. The intermediary in trade

4
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with Europeans was this organization, not individuals anymore. This system
continued until the Treaty of Nanking signed between China and Westerners in 1842.
The rise of Europe, beginning with the Reformation and Renaissance
movements, gained movement with the industrial revolution, and this led them to
spread all around the world with trade and colony activities. It was in these years that
China started to fall behind the west in terms of technological, culture, politics, and
military.5 When foreign questions combined with domestic problems, like
degeneration of the mandarin class, spread of bribery, sometimes drought, popular
and peasants movements, China began to fall behind. The most important figure of
this is for certain the first opium war (1839-1842) and the Treaty of Nanking (1842)
inasmuch as they led the unequal treaties period to start. Therefore, when any
western states gained any concessions, other state benefited from the same
concessions via the most favored nation clause, and signed new agreements with
China. The Treaties of Wanghia and Whampoa, signed after the Treaty of Nanking,
were the best-known examples. After the second Opium War, the same kind of
treaties would be signed. All of these sort of treaties started to change the foreign
trade balance in favor of westerners, since new ports were opened to western trade.
The period between 1839-1911 is a story of the fall of China, a big and
civilized country.. Both external pressures by western countries and domestic
uprisings gave reason for Chinese gentry to reject changes and support doctrines
existing for 2000 years. The self-enclosed state of China kept in existence until the
19th century, and traditional institutions did not bear foreign pressures. The 19th
century was a dramatic and suffering century for China. The weakness of reaction
that China made against the west destroyed both the dynastic and communal and
intellectual tradition of Confucianism. The first conflict between China and the west
was the Opium war.6 The main subject of the war is trade. According to traditional
Chinese thought, merchants were lower class and foreigners were barbarian. That’s
why she closed trade with west for a long time. China opened only the Canton port to
trade and slept behind this open door. However, it did not take a long time for China
to wake up. Britain was importing a large part of its tea from China. In order to
5
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balance tea, British merchants were biringing opium to China secretly. When use of
opium spread around country, the government took measures to ban it. Thus, conflict
came out between the two sides in 1839 when Britain opposiedthe ban by driving
forwards the principle of free trade. This was first of the defeats that would last in
this century.7
There is an interesting point in Chinese history; before westerners came in,
China had had a regular administrative structure. China had a powerful emperor,
carefully chosen mandarin class and effectual administration system. Accordingly,
this system was not destroyed by the influence of the west immediately. The laborintensive system of the country did not need mechanization, and China did not have
to keep pace with the new technology of the west. The result of this was falling down
at the begining slowly, but lately rapidly.
In the nineteenth century, unequal treaties both created new discontents and
provoked existing discontents among the Chinese. After the Second Opium War
though some restoration works were carried out, which this restoration was called
“Tongzi restoration”, China did not catch the western rivals. The policy of using one
barbarian against another barbarian became crucial for the Chinese. In short, this
policy means that China was not to allow any western power to gain a dominant
position by balancing with other powers. Yet, the most favored nation clause
prevented this policy from being successful. Just as the Ottoman Empire in the 19th
century, China became a semi-colony as a result of a number of wars and treaties
made with westerners. As from the mid-19th century to the beginning of the 20th
century, European states made a number of treaties with China and obtained
important economic and political concessions and divided China into spheres of
interets among themselves.
Consequently, by 1911 the external and domestic situation of China was so
bad. The European states, the U.S and Japan were seeing China as a game board for
their own games and disregarding her. If it had not been for rivalry among the great

7
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powers, China would have been annexed. All these conditions paved the way for
domestic uprisings in China and a Republic was declared on February 12, 1912.8
The focus point of this thesis is mainly power relations between China and
western countries in the 19th century, in which fields China was superior to the west
before setting up relations with western powers, and how China became a semicolonized country via these relations. Why didn't China maintain her supremacy?
How did the perception of the middle kingdom come to an end? What were the
superiorities of westerners against China? How did the unequal treaties peroid start
and go on? Why and How did the trade balance change between the sides? What
kind of political, economic, cultural and religous activities did westerners operate in
China espacially after the opium wars? What kind of reaction did Chinese give to
foreigners?
In order to reach real answers to these questions we need to analysehistorical,
political and geo-strategic conditions. For that reason we look at the past by
analysing historical conditions profoundly in order to explain these questions. The
analysis of the past is history, and the without interpretation of these historical
conditions it is not possible to understand what and how the real situation of the past
is, or what do political concepts consist of and how do these apply? Furthermore, the
analysis of history is one of the most important steps to examine concepts and ideas.
That’s why it is a moral compulsion to study historical conditions.
In the first chapter of this thesis it is explained what reaslim, classical realism,
neorealism and balance of power are. And it has been benefited from these theories
in order to bring into the open this subject of work. In the second chapter of this
thesis, firstly it is briefly discussed what Chinese civilization is, and then the work
goes on to the internal situation and the first contacts of Ming China and the Manchu
Dynasty to the West. In the last chapter of this thesis, it refers to wars and treaties
between China and Westerners on the basis of power relations.
In this thesis work, a methodology concerning many disciplines has been used
in order to analyse power relations between China and the West. This methodology
8
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with many disciplines contributed to us being able to explain the main arguments,
both logical and theoretical, consistently. Furthermore, throughout this thesis, in
order to examine power relations it has made use of realism and balance of power.
Neorealism did not contribute to our work to explain these relations, since it is a new
developed model and did not help us analysepower relations in the 19th century.
Unlike neorealism, realism and the balance of power enabled us to see these
relations.

8

CHAPTER ONE
1. THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK
1.1. Realism
Realism genereally sees international politics and international relations as a
process of strife of power relations among states, by accepting the fact that the state
is a basic actor of international relations. Realists who acknowledge the state as an
integrated and monolithic entity disregard dynamics within the state. For realist
theories which give priority to military and security subjects by taking in
consideration hierarchy among other topics, power is a basic concept in
understanding international relations. Providing international stabilization and
solving international disputes are associated with how this power is used.9
Realists think that humans are of a negative nature, such as evil-doer, selfinterested and aggressive types that give priority to power and interest in their
relations. In particular, classic realism explains international politics with human
nature. According to classical realism that depends on Hans Morgenthau and
Niebuhr who explain international politics conformably with approach of human
nature, states, power and interest in foreign politics, just as individuals give priority
to power and adopt a relation that on the basis of power and their interests. States
which move always with a motive of increasing their power try to gain other states
influence at the expense of other factors. Accordingly, war and conflict become usual
in a situation like that.
According to realism, factors that motivate the statesmen are fear, suspicion,
insecurity, security dilemma, prestige, interest and gaining fame. Especially, fear,
and security dilemma are the basic causes why states enter wars. Realists seeas
legitimate entering a war rather than watching if another state is a potential enemy.
Realists also, say that moral standards can not determine political actions, since
according to them, statesmen being in a position of decision maker, operate in
international stage, differentiating from the national stage, in that there is no law
enforcement that state needs to implement, or there are no principles accepted by all
9
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states. Furthermore, standards which are valid on the international stage are quite
different from standards that prevailon the national stage actions of an individual.
Especially, according to classical realism that was formed by Morgenthau’s
perspectives, statesmen cannot apply standards that they apply in individual relations
because statesmen need to give priority to the interest of their states. Statesmen
firstly have to look after national interests and protect their state from foreign threats,
for in a stage where there is no central authority, what determines the consequences
is always the power of the state. For that reason, in international system in which
revolutionist, expansionist and revisionist actions very offen take place, the fact that
statesmen have to protect their state from enemies forces can lead statesmen to adopt
some attitudes that are against the moral values in relations among groups and
individuals in a civilized society.10
As pointed out above, states are the basic actors of international politics for
realists, and states are rational and unitary structures. Bureaucracy, political leaders
and public opinion that constituted the state cannot be thought of as separate from
each other, since even though there is rarely a difference of opinion among them,
ultimately the state implements only policy aimed at other states.11
Another view of realists is that the basic agenda of international relations is
national security subjects. According to realists who see military and political
matters as the most significant topics, states try to maximize national interests.
Realists describe national security topics as high politics, while they describe topics
relating to commercial, financial and sanitary matters as law politics. States resort to
force in order to reach the aims of the state and fulfill their interests. That’s why for
realists, power strife constitutes the basis of international relations.
Another assumption of realism is that the international structure is anarchy,
because there is no central structure to provide security for every state. Neorealists
point this out, by supposing every state has to provide its own security within this
structure, and other states could react in a similar way and accordingly every state
10
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moves with its own interests. According to Neorealists, instabilitiy in the
international structure constitutes a threat to the security of states, and accordingly
states can sign alliances in order to find support against possible threats. However,
states do not rely upon these and try to gain power to provide their own security by
themselves.12 Realists claim that all states moving with stimulus to reach maximum
power try to prevent these kinds of aims of each other, and consequently, the balance
of power that appears is an important factor to stabilize in international system.
According to realism, if a state becomes unsuccessful with a view to looking
after its own vital interests, it is punished by international actors because for realists
states have to take into account the factor of cost in foreign policy. Especially in
terms of neorealists inasmuch as international anarchy is a fundamental factor that
determines the reactions of states even if common interests are the topic, anarchy
obstructs states from cooperating with each other if there are no net gains.
The last important subject that needs to be addressed for realists is that realists
separate internal and external politics from each other. Yet, while classical realists
explain international politics with strife of power or balance of power that exist in the
nature of states, neorealists explain international politics with anarchy. In other
words, anarchy causes insecurity and uncertainty and because this converts relations
among sides to security dilemma it interdicts possible cooperation attempts.
1.1.1 Classical Realism
Classic realism examines foreign policies and relations of states by accepting
the most important factors determining international relations are intentions,
decisions, attitudes, nature and structure of human. The most notable people of
classic realism are Thucydides (B.C 460-395), Nicolo Machiavelli (1496-1527),
Thomas Hobbes (1588-1679), Carl von Clausewitz (1780-1831), Edward Hallet Carr
(1892-1982), and Hans J. Morgenthau (1904-1980). According to these authors it is
necessary to decide by depending on real events and relations with regard to politics,
not by basing policies on morals and justice. The best known and the most famous
thinker of classic realism is for certain, Hans J. Morgenthau.
12
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Morgenthau claims that international politics is a part of politics, politics is
also a part of life, and politics and basic dynamics of politics are universal.
Furthermore, he explained a realist theory of international relations in his book
“Politics Among Nations: Struggle for Peace and Power”. He stated as six principles
of realism such important concepts as political power, struggle of power, national
power, balance of power, international morals, international law, sovereignty,
disarmament, international organizations and diplomacyin his book. 13 Morgenthau’s
principles are;
• “Political realism believes that politics is governed by objective laws with
roots in human nature.
• The main signpost of political realism is the concept of interest defined in
terms of power, which infuses rational order into the subject matter of
politics, and thus makes the theoretical understanding of politics possible.
• Realism assumes that interest defined as power is an objective category
which is universally valid but not with a meaning that is fixed once and for
all. Power is the control of man over man.
• Political realism is aware of the moral significance of political action. It is
also aware of the tension between the moral command and the requirements
of successful political action. Realism maintains that universal moral
principles cannot be applied to the actions of states in their abstract universal
formulation, but that they must be filtered through the concrete
circumstances of time and place.
• Political realism refuses to identify the moral aspirations of a particular
nation with the moral laws that govern the universe. It is the concept of
interest defined in terms of power that saves us from moral excess and
political folly.
• The political realist maintains the autonomy of the political sphere; he asks
"How does this policy affect the power of the nation?" Political realism is
based on a pluralistic conception of human nature. A man who was nothing
but "political man" would be a beast, for he would be completely lacking in
moral restraints. But, in order to develop an autonomous theory of political
13
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behavior, "political man" must be abstracted from other aspects of human
nature.”14
The last principle that Moergenthau pointed out is that international politics
should appear as a separate discipline. The basic factor of theory that Moergenthau
developed is power, and so according to him states are in a power struggle. For that
reason, all politicians want to either gain power or conserve it, or increase power and
gained power and reveal these.15
1.1.2 Neorealism
Neorealism examines foreign policies and relations of states by accepting that
the most important factor determining international relations is the structure of the
international system. Neorealism is a total of versatile versions of neorealism and
also, a theory developed by Kenneth Waltz. Waltz tried to explain why states having
different ideologies make similar attitudes and adopt similar policies. According to
Waltz the response to this is related to structure. International structure, constitutes
cause and the source of why statesadopt similar policies in the same conditions in
spite of essential distinct characteristics of states.
According to Waltz the international system is differentiated from the national
sytem in terms of factors such asthe basic principles of the system, the quality of
units that constitute the system and the capacity distribution among units. While the
basic rule of the internal political system is hierarchy, the main rule of the
international system is anarchy. In the national system that hierarchical structure is a
valid relationship between order and obedience that plays a key role. Unlike the
national system, in the international system there is no superior-subordinate
relationship. Fucnctions of units are similar. While in a hierarchical national system,
functions of unitsthat are of different capacities are separate, in an anarchical
international system, functions of state that are of different capacities are
significantly similar.16
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Kenneth Waltz and the neorealist school obviously see and describe the world
differently from what former realist thinkers thought. Realists saw international
politics as aninteraction process between states. However, in examining inter-state
interaction neorealists analyse separately structural causes and unit-level causes that
result from states. Thus, structure becomes crucial in neorealist thought and
becomesa special examination and object at issue. Moreover, because traditional
realists thinkers only look at consequences they see these as a natural result of
interactions of states. As neorealists evaluate causes and results, and especially goals
and means, separately.
Accordingly, according to Kenneth Waltz who tried to develop a realist
international politics theory, classical realists pay attention more to foreign politics
than international politics. To give an example, according to Morgenthau, states
desire power. Unlike Morgenthau, Waltz claims that the actual reason why states
want to maximize their security is to survive. Some important differences between
realism and neorealism;
• While realism drives forward conflict, neorealism drives forward
cooperation among states.
• Power is a factor that has to be increased constantly in realism. In neorealism
power should be certain so that states can survive and protect their interests.
Surplus or weakness of power can cause conflicts.
• The main point of neorealism is distribution of power in the international
system, not a power resource of a certain state. For that reason a change can
take place in balance of power, but this situation does not change the
anarchical structure of the system17
• Methodologically realism uses the induction method, whereas neorealism
uses the deduction method.
• While realists focus on military power, neorealism claims that states center
on more topics relating to the economy due to the deterrence that nuclear
weapons cause.
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Just as other realists do, Waltz describesthe international structure as
anarchical, since there is no a central authority and constitution in the international
order that individuals and institutions adopt. Accordingly, superior-subordinate
relationship in international structure is certainly not valid, which states are uncertain
of sovereignty rights. Consequently, the international structure has not a central
characteristic, and so it is anarchical.
Waltz developed his thoughts related to the international structure after 1990 in
international conjuncture. Robert Gilpin, who took inspiration from the theory of
Waltz, developed the theory of hegemonic stability. This theory includes long cycle
theory, structural realism and historicity thoughts. The main thesis of Waltz and R.
Gilpin;
• Power is distributed in an unequal way in the system.
• Mutual interaction of powerful states which want to maximize their national
interests determine the characteristic and structure of international relations
in a specific time.18
• When power distribution changesthe system also changes.
According to this approach the most significant historical power in
international relations is that the most powerful state desires to establish, maintain
and conserve it’s own political hegemony over all of the system. This is hegemony.
This approach gave rise to the development of neorealism.
In the framework of realist and neo-realist theories mentioned above, in
particular the realist paradigm contributes to us understanding this work. To give an
example, realism is one of a few key concepts such as interest, power, national
interest, national capacity, strife of power, balance of power and so on. As from the
first Opium War and the following years until the declaration of the Republic of
China, these basic concepts became influential both in China’s relations with
westerners and in the struggle of westerners with China. The door that Britain
opened with the Treaty of Nanking in 1842 was followed by other western nations.
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The relations between China and western nations in the 19th century are a
harmony of high politics and low politics. While westerners’s basic interest was to
trade, China’s basic interest was to secure its regional integrity. Thereby, westerners
transformed their relations with China to a strife of power and balance of power via
national interest. When any country obtained any privilege or domain, other powers
were intervening and gaining new privileges in order to balance the power that had
gained concessions. As to China, she prefered to use a barbarian against another
barbarian so as to conserve her territorial integrity and not to allow any power to
establish a domain in the Chinese economy and China. Thus, in spite of all of the
problems faced in the 19th century, she could avoid a total collapse.
This kind of politics was so rational in terms of China because defeats in the
Opium Wars and domestic uprisings appeared as a weakness of China. By itself, the
national capacity and power of China was not adequate to provide for the security of
the country. Accordingly, within a power game, following a balance of power policy
was the most logical approach for the Chinese, and China tried to do this. It will be
mentioned about balance of power in detail under the title of balance of power.
Meanwhile, realist thought sees international affairs as an interaction process
among states and says in this direction, that states use their military, political and
economical resources. The structure of the international system is anarchical as there
is no common authority or central government. For that reason, due to the lack of a
permanent order in the international system and different interests of states, war is an
inevitable situation.19 To give an example, in the foreign wars that China fought in
the 19th century, all sides were of quite seperate interests from those of other sides.
In the first Opium war, while Britain was trying to get China to open trade, China
was wanting to prevent the selling of opium. In the second opium war, whereas
westerners were wanting to open new ports to trade and gain new concessions, China
was wanting supremacy and territorial integrity. In other examples, the Sino-French
War in 1884-1885 and the Sino-Japanese War in 1894-95, China had only one aim;
preserve her prestige and periphery countries of the middle kingdom, such as
19
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Vietnam and Korea, while France and Japan were looking for new resources.
Consequently, all sides used their military resources in order to fulfill their interests.
When it comes to neo-realist theory, it does not contribute adequately to our
understanding of power relations in the 19th century between China and the West,
since there was no neo-realist theory in the 19th century. The Neo-realist paradigm is
a relatively new developed model, and it focuses on the international structure and
system. For that reason, it is insufficient in the analysis of this work.
1.2. Balance of Power
Balance of power fundamentally was developed by depending on classical
balance of power that took place in Europe in the 18th and 19th centuries, and it is
acceptedas one of the oldest and most fundamental concepts in international relations
theory. Balance of power means that the posture and policy of a nation or group of
nations try to protect itself against another nation or group of nations by matching its
power against the power of the other side. A power can carry out a policy of balance
of power in two different ways. One of them is to increase their own power or
capacity by engaging in an armaments race or in the competitive acquisition of
territory. The other way is to make an alliance with another power or powers.20
It is not allowed by other powers that any state or coalition gain a dominant
position within a system because this causes destruction of balance in the system.
Every state moves via motives to increase it’s own capacity and become a dominant
power in the system, and so they try to prevent this kind of aims of other powers.
Accordingly, any state cannot establish constantly a dominant position on others. The
most important factor of this is for certain approximate equality of powers to each
other. Even if a state sometimes comes to the forefront, this situation is temporary.
On the other hand alliances are short term because they are made for temporary aims.
For that reason in balance of power, states can not constitute stable blocs seeing that
interests can always change. Also this sort of system alliances does not exclusively

20

Arı, Tayyar, Uluslararası İlişkiler Teorileri;Çatışma, Hegemonya, İşbirliği, (MKM, Bursa, 2013),
p.402-403

17

depend on ideologies.21 Just as states having separate ideologies can make an
alliance, states having the same ideologies cannot make an alliance.
In balance of power there can be a balancer state that prevents destruction of
the system and wants to maintain the system by supporting a weak power, in the
event that the status quo changes, but this is not compulsory. The only worry of the
balancer state is the break up or change of balance. Otherwise which state changes
the balance is not important for the balancer state. That’s why the balancer state does
not make an alliance for constant aims. Just as the balancer state has not constant
enemies nor has the balancer constant friends. It is of constant interest; it is
maintenance of balance. In terms of the balancer power the best example is the role
of Great Britain in the 20th century in Eurropean politics. Within the European
balance of power, Great Britainplayed the role of the “balancer,” or “holder of the
balance.” It was not permanently identified with the policies of any European nation,
and it would throw its weight at one time on one side, at another time on another
side, guided largely by consideration for the maintenance of the balance itself. Naval
supremacy and its virtual immunity from foreign invasion enabled Great Britain to
perform this function, which made the European balance of power both flexible and
stable.22
As a matter of fact Great Britain had maintained it’s position successively until
the beginning of the 20th century, which was a side of the system in this century. The
reasons of this are that Britain lost it’s old power, abolishingthe advantage that
geography provided to Britain, and the Soviet Union increased it’s power. Kaplan
determined the basic rules of balance of power like that;
• While moving by motive to increase capacity, prefering negotiations rather
than war
• Preferring to enter the war rather than missing an opportunity to increase
capacity
• Ending war if one of the basic actors extinguishes
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• Opposing against state or coalitions trying to be the dominant power in the
system
• Trying to limitstates which move by supra-natural principles
• Attempting for a defeated or destroyed basic actor to return to the system
again or a state that is not a basic actor before joins to the category of basic
actor. Moving as an acceptable actor for all actors
1.2.1.Balance and Bandwagoning
According to realist theory, if states have inadequate power they can apply
different methods. In this method, the deterministic factor is power, but this power is
related to other states’s power, not it’s own power. When states meet an important
threat they opt to establish a balance or approach to the power from which that threat
comes. Balancing means making an alliance with other powers for threat, whereas
bandwagoning means approaching the power constituting a threat. A state can follow
two distinct policies for balancing. One is external balancing by making alliance with
another state. The other is internal balancing, which it is made by increasing
capacity. The aim of balancing is to prevent a rising power to set up a hegemony in
system. If this attempt becomes successful, a balance among powers is expected to
be established.23
According to the bandwagoning the state that was threatened approaches the
threatening state due to fear and force the threatening states creates over the
threatened state. On the other hand, states can approach the threatening power
through a benefit motive. According to Schweller, there are three different
approachwa for benefit; jackal bandwagoning, pile on bandwagoning, and wave of
the future bandwagoning.
Jackal Bandwagoning: A state approachesa rising power in order to take a
share of the game.
Pile on Bandwagoning: It takes place generally if a victor is sure of itself after
war.
Wave of the Future Bandwagoning: States join a more powerful side because
the rising power represents the rising wave of the future.
23
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If balancing, according to bandwagoning, is more common, states are more
secure inasmuch as they merge aimed at aggressive powers. States being supporters
of the status quo have not to provoke other coalitions and avoid threatening domestic
and foreign policies. If bandwagoning is a common tendency then security is not
provided for exactly, for aggression is rewarded.24
According to some academicians and military officers bandwagoning is
prefered more because it causes a thought about the victor to be leader of all the
world. This kind of thought paves the way for states to go towards more general
topics related to power. If a state is powerful, others make an alliance with it on the
basis of it’s power. Decrease of power gradually leads allies to opt for at least
neutrality, where the worst possiblity is that their ally make an alliance with the other
side. In order to understand bandwagoning logic we can refer to two reasons. One is
that bandwagoning is accepted as a method of reconciliation. Bandwagoners can
obstruct possible attack aimed at itself by adding to the state or coalition that
threatens it. The other is that reason why states join to an alliance during war is to
gain territory or share gains. Therefore, balance of power and bandwagoning
represent different explanations with regard to preference of states for alliances.
However, both are formed by power. Consequently, bandwagoning means adding to
the powerful side while balancing means moving together with the weak side against
the powerful side.
1.2.2 Kinds of Balancing
States use indirect and allusive medhods as well as military power and
alliances in order to balance any state or group of states that threaten. Balancing
exclusively should not be limited with the military dimension and should expand it’s
dimension for it’s effectiveness. Balancing takes place by means of states using a
variety of methods in order to restrict the power of a hegomonic actor, both in the
global level and regional level. Besides non-state actors, states supporting these
actors, thebalancing posture of threatened states also, should be understood. In order
to respond to possible or virtual threats, states apply two different kinds of balancing.

24

Stephan M.Walt, “Alliance Formation and the Balance of World Power”, International Security,
(Vol:9,No:4, 1985), p.4-5

20

Hard Balancing: It is a common strategy that is used by states in heavy
competition. States constitute opposite alliances and try to conserve these alliances in
order to make a balance according to the qualities of theır main rivals. Alliances are
set up in order to balance a powerful state or prevent the rise of a rising power.
Armament or rearmament is also a significant method to balance.25
Soft Balancing: It includes allusive methods of balancing rather than formal
alliances. In this model, in order to make ineffective the rising power, an allusive
and non-aggression coalition is established. This kind of balancing in general appears
by means of states developing disagreements or limited security deals. The main
reason why this sort of balancing is used is to constitute a balance against a possible
threatening power or rising power. A rising power may not threaten, yet it can be a
potential threat for other states. Soft balancing in general appears in the formation of
limited military power, temporary cooperation methods, or cooperation attempts with
regional or international institutions. These policies can tranfrom into hard balancing
strategies. To happen like this, competition for security should intensify and
powerful states should convert their menacing position.26
In addition to realism, balance of power contributes a different dimension to
our understanding. After the first Opium War, the case of China for balance of power
is a good example. To make it clear, the most important auxilliaries of China trying
to survive, between superior technologies and dangerous assaults of Europeans and
new ambition of Russia and Japan, is for certain, her cultural dependency and ability
of diplomats. In the 19th century, only a few Chinese gentry understood that China
did not live in a system determined by herself and she had to learn the instruments of
the competitive blocs system.
According to some Chinese, China had to use a barbarian against another
barbarian. This is a sort of balance of power policy because no state can permanently
become superior by itself. Thus, China could succeed in maintaining her survival
during the 19th century. While implementing this policy, the basic argument of
China was the most favored nation clause.
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In fact, in the case of China there is an interesting point; namely, when China
met a balance of power, she followed both internal balancing and external balancing.
In internal balancing, Tongtzi Restoration, modernization and self-strengthening
policies played a key role from 1860 onwards. As to external, after the first Opium
War, China invited both France and the United States in order to balance Britain.
However, external balancing was to provoke strife of power among barbarians by
giving them some concessions rather than making an alliance. Accordingly, China
opted for a soft balancing method rather than hard balancing. China did not make an
alliance with any power in the classic sense against one power or a group of powers.
This policy lasted in the course of all of the ninteenth century.
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CHAPTER TWO
2. HISTORICAL BACKGROUND
2.1 Chinese Civilization
China started to gain it’s modern structure before the birth of Christ. About
2,000 years ago, before Christ and at the height of the Roman Empire, the man who
was to become the first Chinese emperor Qin Shi Huang conquered and united the
seven warring states by founding an empire bound to last for over 2,000 years. He
founded the Qin dynasty in BC 221-206. By BC 206, China covered more or less
much of today’s Chinese lands. The first emperor Qin introduced comman coinage, a
unified system of weights and measures, and even standardized the axles of carts
traveling on over 6,000 kilometers of roads.27 After the Qin dynasty collapsed, the
country also continued to expand in the period of the Han dynasty (BC 206- AD
220). China reached its largest frentiers in BC 141-87 when the Chinese army
infiltrated southern Manchuria and the Korean peninsula in the north east and north
Vietnam in south. In the next 1,000 years, China went on expanding towards the
north, North-east, North-west, south and south-west. Furthermore, in the period of
Qin, a centralized state that wasbased on Confucius’s doctrines was established.
During the first thousand years AD, altough China consisted of many different
peoples, it would gain an extraordinary sense of cultural uniformity. One of the most
interesting characteristics of Chinese history is that all occupants attempted to gain
Chinese traditions and customs and they ruled with these principles, when they
cemented their powers in China despite beingoccupied many times by means of raids
coming from the North in particular, in 13th century by Mongols and in 17th century
by Manchus.28
Chinese civilization is both old and extraordinarily rich. The philosophy of
Confucius is roughly contemporary with Buddha in India and Socrates in Greece and
was taken on along with other thinkers of that time. Enormous questions of how to
order society? what are the roles of members of that society? what is the
27
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responsibility of governments? and many of the questions that they were addressing
seemed very contemporary to humanity.
While Christianity, Islam and Judaism explored the relationship between man
and the divine, Confucionism focuses simply on how to order society. According to
doctrine of Confucious, “to put the world right in order one first must put the nation
in order, to put the nation in order we must first put the family in order, to put the
family in order we must first cultivate our personal life, we must first set our hearts
right”.
Having lived at a time when small faiths were constantly battling for territory,
Confucius envisioned a future where a centralized government run by scholars and
adminisration would strictly control the military. This line of thought gave rise to an
imperial army designed mainly for defensive purposes and usually deployed not
around the imperial court, but in Garrison’s along the Great Wall.
The Chinese are the people who invented paper, the compass and paper money.
As the use of paper money spread both in North China and in south China in the 12th
century, The Chinese economy increasingly became commercialized. A great interregional trade grew on the basis of some products such as rice, luxury crops and so
on. In the period of the Song dynasty, coastal commerce surged, grew and spread to
Japan and south-eastern Asia, and consequently, urbanization grew enormously. To
give an example, Hangzhou was of virtully a seven million population at this time.
This situation made China by far the most urbanized society in the world.
Approximately, 10 % of the total population of China lived in cities.29
In the age of the Song dynasty, scientific research supported by the government
gave rise to improvements and inventions in particular, in the last 150 years of the
North Song dynasty (960-1126). This epoch is known as the “Chinese renaissance”.
This period witnessed the development of the classical examination system, the birth
of neo-Confucianism, the invention of gunpowder, woodcut, the spread of books and
significant improvement in such fields as astronomy, geography and mathematics.
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Chinese inventions are impressive and very early enormous inventions, but not
so much innovation of a technologically useful kind. Merchants were always
regarded as a threat because they could accumulate money without being under the
power of the existing feudal establishment and without an entrepereneurial
merchants class. The idea of developing wealth and innovations ways of converting
inventions into useful technology for production never really happened. So, for
instance, gunpowder was used for fireworks. It was not used for explosive
projectiles.
In terms of selecting officials the Chinese were far ahead of the west in trying
to create a system of Meritocracy. Ameritocratic system where they selected the
bureaucrats based on what they knew rather than who they knew. By the sixth
century, the ranks of administration became open to all Chinese citizens, provided
they could pass a comprehensive examination and pass the five essential Confucian
virtues; benevolence, righteousness, propriety, wisdom and trustworthiness. By this
time, Europe was evolving in the opposite directon. The Roman empire was
disintegrated giving birth to numerous small kingdoms, duchies and principalities,
which were each run by its own monarch in control of his own army. Their
administrations were run by the titled arictocracy, a system based on clan heredity
and not at all on merit. If European monarchs ruled by divine right with
unconditional power over their subject, a Chinese emperor needed the mandate of
heaven which was conditional and dependent on him maintaining economic harmony
and even more importantly social harmony.30
Unlike China, after 200 years the North Song dynasty had collapsed, the
European renaissance would start. With the help of woodcut, encyclopedias was
printed, the number of candidates for the role of civil servant rose significantly,
important advances in mathematics occurred, and a gentry scholar class emerged. All
of these made Chinese the most educated society in the earth. European society could
not compare with the Chinese.31 In the middle ages, Europe mainly, borrowed
Chinese inventions. China was not only the most advanced country but was also of
30
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great influence on its neighbours. Many of these neighbours accepted the superiority
of Chinese culture.
To put it simply, any comparison between Chiristianity and Confucianism sees
the fact that one believes in god and the other does not. So from this starting point,
how each person deals with the rest of the world is influenced by those ideas. For
instance, in Christianity the individual is thought to have a sense of fulfilment and of
being responsible for themselves to god as an individual, whereas in the Chinese
context, he has primarily responsibility to his family.32
Confucius believes that any member of society, not just the aristocracy and
clergy, could attain great virtues, while Christianity employed faith and prayer for
the moral betterment of mankind. Confucionism also believed in education and this
education was to take place within the family. Five social relationships defined the
status and role of each member; friend to friend, elder brother to younger brother,
husband to wife, and father to son, and were designed to prepare family members for
the most important relationship in society, the relationship between subject and ruler.
Chinese rulers understood early there is a lot of politics that are about brutality.
If rulers are brutal enough, a ruler can rule forever. The people knew that they could
not revolt and the rulers would use any means to keep their rule. That’s how they
developed a very stable structure, the emperor system. Only a natural disaster would
prompt the revolt that would change the dynasty, but then the same system
continued.
If the imperial government was tolerant towards religion, it maintained a rigid
social structure. At the top was the emperor followed by the imperial scholars, then
bureaucrats, then came the landed gentry and small tied farmers, artisans and finally
manufacturers also appreciated. Yet any innovative products had to meet government
approval. Finally at the lowest rank of society were the merchants who were banned
from government to Office, banned from riding horses and at time seven banned
from wearing expensive clothes.

32

Fairbank and Goldman, China: A New History, p.88

26

Many inventions and improvements in China began to collapse from the early
years of the 1300’s. Thereby, the economic revolution of China thanks to inventions,
left itself in a recessionary period that went on until the beginning of the 1500’s. 33
Meanwile, the Mongol invasion not only led China to participate in the Mongol
empire, but also led to the foundation of the Yuan dynasty (1179-1368) by the fall of
the Song dynasty. These epochs were devastating years for the Chinese, since the
Chinese were a second class society under the rule of the Mongols. Furthermore,
scientific research came to an end. However, it can not be said that there were no
important advances. For instance, the great channel was opened in 1411. This led to
improvement of coastal shipping, so the Chinese did not need a navy anymore.
Meanwhile, in an obscure corner of Europe, 25 English noble men at odds with
a despotic monarch forced King John of England to sign a document that would bind
him by the some laws that applied to them; the Magna Charta Libertatum is a 13th
century document that introduced the west to the idea of government by consent, a
governement that would respect and protect individual rights, freedoms and property.
No freeman shall be taken or imprisoned or already seized of his freehold or
liberties or free customs or be outlawed or exiled or in any other way destroyed. Nor
will we not pass upon him nor condemn him but by lawful judgment of his peers or
by the law of the land. We will deny nor defer to any man either justice or right. 34
The whole problem of individualism is very complicated in the history of
China. China is not on a track to that without encountering the outside world. There
are ways in which the state is checked, but they are not through claims of individual
rights, for the most part, there are certainly indigenous humanist traditions that allow
people to make a case against extreme violations of the person. So it’s not as if China
has no tradition of individual rights, but it does not have that same notion that
nothing legitimately stands between individual and state rights. 35 Understanding in
China was like that; “I am a citizen. I am in dialogue in a sense with my government.
I have a claim as an individual in China. You are much more likely to have a claim
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as a member of a community and that does set you on a different path of political
development.”
Chinese do not even have a word for what we could consider individualism or
liberty. They were highly centralized politically. People had a very strong imperial
court at the center and then people had a very widely distibuted agrarian society at
the base and the two were only loosely connected to the imperial magistrate who was
basically an autocrat within his own domain. So no sense of participation in a very
hierarchical society. Everyone knew exactly what their status was with respect to
everyone else and how high.
Like most traditional societies, the Chinse government focused really on just
two questions to maintain order and to live off of the productivity of the world’s
largest empire. In the period of roughly the 15th century, China was sending
expeditions of hundreds of ships into the Indian ocean. They were visiting places in
Southeast Asia, India and even the coast of Africa. This is more than a century before
the discovery of America by Christopher Colombus.
Despite its political and economic stagnation by the 15th century, China was
still the largest, richest nation in the world. Quite opposite to its predecessors who
maintained a strictly defensive military emperor, who ruled over a hundred and ten
million Chinese had built the largest ocean-going navy at that time.36
2.2 The Ming Epoch (1368-1644)
2.2.1 National Feeling and Social Legislation
Chinese do not have any good or positive word to refer to the Mongol epoch
and generally, they avoid saying something in so far as they can. It is afact that
Mongol rulers hoped that union of national Mongol culture with Chinese culture
would become beneficial for themselves. However, it did not happen and last for a
long time, as they envisaged. Yet, in spite of all of the negative sides, the Mongol
epoch has many and indelible traces in Chinese history.
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In China, the many popular uprisings taken place during the late period of
Mongol rule happened due only to poor economic and social order. At the begining,
they were not directly aimed at Mongol rulers though they were an alien people.
Under the leadership of Chu Yüan-Chang, the rising was a only social movement.
Not until the Mongols had answered Chu’s rising with a tightening of the
nationlity laws did the revolutionary movement become a national movement,
directed against the foreigners as such.37 Within time, when the people of gentry
started to attend Chu, some voluntarily and some compulsorily, this movement
transfered into a struggle of substitution of the current dynasty for another dynasty
without changing the current economic and social order.
They drove out the Mongols quickly without facing any great challange in
China. After which, Chinese people gave special attention to a sense of nationalism
and superiority. The sense of nationalism comes from the Southern Sung epoch in
that it grew up over the course of contacts with both Mongols and Juchen. But, this
sense improved among Chinese thanks to discrimination, which was mainly caused
by the laws of the Mongols. So they thought that serving as official, even as a ruler
of China, was a shame.
Having conguered Peking in 1368, Chu Yüan-Chang’s first laws were mainly
aimed at rich people. These laws made those people migrate to the capital. Emperor,
Chu redistibuted land among especially poor peasants. Land registration became
compulsory so the rich could not evade taxation. The number of monks and assets of
temples were significantly reduced. The most succeesful side of these laws was that
they resulted in social harmony within the empire and took away the common
poverty of the Mongol period.38
On the other hand, laws aimed at merchants and some limitations on the
conditions under which craftsmen worked remained the same without alteration just
as they had been in the Sung Period. The scope of these laws involved foreign
merchants of the Mongul era as well. For that reason, they lost their influence in
trade very rapidly. At that time, nearly all of craftsman had to serve the government
37
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by coming to the capital three months in every three years. Others also had to serve
ten days per month. Of course, if they lived near to the capital. There was a powerful
hereditary cast system and none could change their occupation apart from by special
permission of the emperor. Whenever a soldier or craftsman in a family died, another
member of this family could substitute him as a soldier or craftsman. Yet, this system
did not work successfully in that, due to the very large empire, travelling was taking
a very long time. That’s why compulsory working for the government was removed
in 1505 and from now on, craftsmen would purely pay a special tax to the
government.
2.2.2Agricultural, Commercial and Industrial Developments
Though Chinese agricultural activities started with the Sung period, an
agricultural revolution took place in the Ming period. In the Sung Period, many
attemtps were made by means of deep-lying fields, cultivation and so on in order to
increase the amount of production. Instead of by distributing water over the terraces,
a new machine, the Persian Wheel, was, for the first time, used in the Ming era in
China. At that time, an important innovation, rice was introduced by Indo-China’s
Kingdom Champo to the Chinese. It had some advantages over Chinese rice since it
was of great productivity, could be planted in poor fields and without an irrigation
system, and also was drought-resistant.39On the other hand, it had a disadvantage,
because it requires a vegetation period of a hundred days. Yet, the Chinese improved
a quick-growing method and thanks to this way, they were able to harvest their rice
more than once and surged remarkably the amount of rice production.
The Chinese understood that alternating crops was so important and so they
abandoned the system of fallow cultivation, which they had used in the past. The
new system was continuous cultivation, which based on more than one harvest each
area for each year. With the help of the new system, the increase in production was
tremendous. This agricultural revolution gave rise to a population explosion in China
since the middle of the 1500s.40
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Another plant that played a key role in Chinese agriculture was for certain,
cotton, which came from Central Asia to China. It was a very high-priced product.
The peasants and the farmers sold raw cotton to merchants, and merchants
transported it to the Yangtze valley, which became an industrial centre of the time,
too. Raw cotton could be used for garments in the North.
Rapid population growth caused by the latest developments and modernization
in agriculture was especially noticeable in the Yangtze Valley. That’s why commerce
and industry advanced most rapidly here in comparison to other regions. Where
urbanization took place most significantly was for certain, the capital Nanking,
which developed enormously thanks to being the court and administrative centre. In
later periods, even though the capital moved to Peking from Nanking, the importance
of Nanking nearly remained the same without declining, and it was thought of as a
cultural capital of China. Also, Shanghai, forthe first time, became an important
production centre for cotton cloth.
In terms of salt, a significant commercial product, and salt merchants, Hsin-an
became main centre. In Hsin-an, grain transportation was very common in the past.
Yet, when it ended at the begining of Ming era, many merchants started to deal in
silver and within a very short time they specialized. They were a monopoly in many
businesses such as teas, salt, silver, rice, cotton and so on.
Porcelain was one of the most significant industrial products that China
exported to both overseas countries, in particular, European and Middle East
countries, and urban centers. The production centre of the porcelain was Kiangsi city.
Continous demand increase gave rise to state factories that could not supply the
demand due to lack of labour. State attempts to solve this question weres by inviting
capable artisans to Kiangsi from all over China. A private sector in porcelain
industry emerged for the first time, in accordance with fashion changing so fast.41
Another key industry was, of course, the paper industry, as a result of the
development of printing. In the Ming epoch, important leaps were made in the paper
industry. The state used some special kinds of paper, in particular, for paper money.
41
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Besides the paper currency, in the Ming government they used copper and went on
use silver money that was also used in previous periods.42
2.2.3The Age of Chinese Superiority
Throughout a few thousand years the civilization of China never had to
struggle with any other country or civilization geographically as big as China, or a
country that had a culture as high as China. Though many regionswere known by
China, deserts and mountains such as the Himalayas surrounded China and prevented
it from coming into contact with other civilizations.
China already became the leader of the world in navigation technology in the
period of the Song dynasty (AD 960-1279). Using the technology that China had
could have carried the empire to the age of conquests and discoveries. Yet, China did
not want to have overseas colonies, and was not interested in countries located at
great distances from itself. For that reason, China did not have a pretext to embark on
external adventures.43
However, China did seven significant expeditions with regard to navigation
between 1405 and 1433. One of the most remarkable and mysterious navigation
experiences in the early years of the Ming Dynasty was the seventh expedition made
in 1431. In all these expeditions, Admiral Zheng He commanded the Chinese fleet,
which consisted of treasure ships, towards Java, India, the Horn of Africa and the
Straits of Hormuz. Every expedition comprised about 27,000 crews and between 100
and 300 ships.44 These ships were so big that there was no ship in the same size
anywhere on the earth at that time. Maps and a compass were also used in these
ships. China was by far the most important and advanced navigator nation in the
world since the beginning of the Song dynasty. Meanwhile, the age of discovery of
Europe had not been taken up yet. The Chinese fleet had a great deal of technological
advantages compared to European ships. Chinese ships were so different and
irresistible in terms of size, advanced and the number of fleets that Chinese fleet
possessedhad overtaken the Spanish fleet of 150 years later. Admiral Zheng He’s
ships were so big that they were the most advanced ships in history for that time.
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Before 70 years, Vasco da Gama arrived at the Cape of Good Hope, but Admiral
Zheng He had already seen his superiority all around the Indian ocean. However, in
those discoveries of Zheng He, the superiortiy of China was only declared to other
countries, and there was noland demanded by the
Table-1 Sea expeditions of China in 15th century
Number of naval

Time

Number

military&other

of ships

personel

Places visited in western Oceans

Places visited in Eastern Oceans

62 large
1405-7

vessels

27.000

Calcutta

Champa,Java,Sumatra

1407-9

n.a

n.a

Calcutta&Cochin

Siam,Sumatra,Java

1409-11

48

30.000

Malacca,Quilon

Sumatra

1413-15

63

29.000

Hormuz,Red Sea,Maldives,Bengal

Champa,Java,Sumatra

1417-19

n.a

n.a

Hormuz,Aden,Mogadishu,Malindi

Java,the Ryuku islands,Brunei

1421-2

41

n.a

Aden,East Africa

Sumatra

1431-33

100

27.500

Ceylon,Calcutta,Hormuz,Aden,Jedda

Vietnam,Sumatra,Java,Malaca

Source:Needham (1971) and Levathes (1994). The detailed official records of these trips were
destroyed later by the bureaucracy who were opposed to renewal of such expeditions. The evidence is
based on the writtings of participants and later imperial histories.


China seemed like it was ready to monopolise the sea trade and dominate the
seas. Nevertheless, the voyages of Admiral Zheng He suddenly ended by means of a
command of the Chinese emperor in 1433, because of new threats that emerged in
the Northern border of China. Another reason is that the imperial capital carried from
Nanking to Beijing led to increased sensibilities aimed at the Northern borders in
1421, and decreased priorities of oceans and shores.45 Furthermore, social order and
control were always the real thought of Chinese rulers and emperors. Because of
connections of centres in shore with other lands, Chinese rulers considered that they
could behave as an alternative power centre. The Chinese King, Yongle, also
disregarded the overseas expedition idea. The following emperor commanded the
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destruction of the fleet and extinguishment of records related to Zheng He’s voyage.
Shipbuilding was banned by the emperor for big ships that could move long
distances on the seas in 1436. Discovery expeditions were not done anymore.
Nevertheless, Chinese traders made regular voyages on the route that Zheng He
opened, the skills of the Chinese relating to navigation were lost as time passed.46The
Chinese eschewed all outward communication with the world and simply moved
within their own borders. Big ships deteriorated as they waited in ports without being
used. The Chinese did only shore expeditionsfor approximately more than a century.
Thus, European states started to control the sea trade within a century without a
Chinese fleet, and by way of this trade, they would establish their empire.
The isolation of China in the field of navigation led to a new sense related to
themselves among Chinese people,in particular, Chinese elites who mainly consisted
of the mandarin class. Chinese elites thought that China was not only a big
civilization among others, but also a unique civilization by itself. According to the
Chinese, they were the Central Kingdom in the universe. They were center of the
universe so, they welcome all other aliens to kowtow in front of the emperor in the
forbidden city. China has been ruled by this notion for centuries. For that reason,
China refused to go abroad in search of raw material and they failed.
On the other hand, China knew about communities in its near environment like
Vietnam, Korea, Thailand and Burma, but according to its thought, China was the
centre of the world. In other words, it was the Middle Kingdom, and other
communities were considered by China as stages of the Middle Kingdom. Borders
between China and societies that surrounded China were determined by cultural
differences rather than political or regional geography.47
During that time, China was not only superior on the basis of population and
land compared with European countries, but also was much more affluent until the
industrial revolution. A unified China that included a big channel system that
connected big rivers and population centres with each other became one of the most
productive and crowded population centres of the world for centuries. However,
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since it was a self-sufficient and self-enclosed country, other countries had little
information with regard to opportunities and resources that it had. But, in fact, China
constituted by itself, the biggest part of Asia in most of the history of humanity, and
was the foremost country among the most developed economies of the world in
eighteen of the last twenty centuries. Especially, after the West Roman Empire had
disintegrated, as from the year 500, China was probably the richest country of the
world for a thousand years, not only regarding per person income, but also in total
world production. Until in the middle of the 1800s, though the industrial revulotion
which started in Great Britain, China had a greater percentage (33.3%) than
European countries, including Russia (28.1%) in total world production.48
2.2.4First Contact With Western World and Onwards
The fact China that is the longest lived world power of Asia limited its contact
with Europe for a time, and it did not deliberatively create any communication
opportunities by closing its borders to European states. As China did not send any
diplomatic representatives out of the country for centuries, it did not accept European
Diplomats. Fundamentally, although the first contact of China to Europe started with
Marco Polo who did a journey to China in the 13th century, regular relations were
not established. Mutual interaction between China and Europe began in the 16th
century. At that time, the Ming Dynasty was ruling China, and in a short while, the
downfall cues started to seem by ending the old good days. In the period of the Ming
Dynasty, central authority deterriorated in distant regionsfrom the centre. When the
Ming dynasty ruled China, China was a self-enclosed country, and only the Canton
Port of China was open for European trade, and relations with China where Chinese
and outsiders could come into contact were very limited.
China, for the first time, came into contact with a Western state directly in the
16th century. This state was Portugal, that sent a ship to China for thefirsttime in
1516. Sino-Portuguese relations took up from the first Portuguese explorer who was
Jorge Álvares,when he arrived in the southern Chinese city of Guangzhou (Canton)
in 1516. The Portuguese ship anchored in the Guangzhou Port by running through
the Pearl River. Trade conditions were really distinct from what Portugal had faced
48
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in Mallacca before, because setting up trade relations with China was a very difficult
proposition, compared to those with countries in the Indian Ocean. All requests for
access to China were refused by the Chinese King in the course of the years 15161522. However, the Chinese for the first time saw rifles brought by Europeans. In
1519 when portugese came into the presence of the Chinese emperor, they told him
about rifles and so, having taken information about how to produce them, the
Chinese succeeded in copyingthem. By 1557, Portugal established trading activities
in southern China, and gradually expanded into Macau, and so paid rent to the Ming
Empire.49 Thus, Portugal became a monopoly in trade relations with China. The
following year, the first Portuguese ambassador came to China.
Jesuit missionaries followed the Portuguese ambassador, and the official
tolerance of the Confucian tradition gave them opportunities that they successfully
utilized. They became very influential at the Ming court. Matteo Ricci, who was the
first person to access the Chinese court, set up himself there with the help of a
eunuch in 1602. He was a successful astronomer and might have taught everything
that he knew. Yet, whreas he and other Jesuits were admired for their learning by
some Chinese officials, others began to feel alarmed. By then, although, besides the
mechanical toys and clocks that the missionaries had added to the imperial
collections, the Jesuits scientific and cosmographical learning had begun to make
Chinese intellectuals become interested. The correction of the Chinese calender that
one Jesuit carried out, was of great importance, for the authenticity of the emperor’s
sacrifices based on accurate dating. From the Jesuits the Chinese learnt also how to
cast heavy cannon, another useful art.”50
Missionary activity was partly effective. Missionaries would use old trade
routes in order to come Kiangsi and Nanking. They made these two cities the centre
of missionary activity. They firstly attempted to convert the lower classes of the
society, but soon after, when they understood that this was not a successful attempt,
they went towards the upper classes and in particular, the emperor. Thus, they
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thought that they could convert all chinese to Christianity. Yet, missionaries knew
very little about Chinese religon, and their information was often either wrong or
limited. Even if any Chinese emperor adopted Christianity, it would not have been
spread all around China. In Chinese history, there were many emperors who had
been interested in other religions like Taoism or Buddhism, despite the common
religion, Confucianism. But, this did not constitute them to rule the state because
religious belief was a private affair. In the early years of Manchu, many
missionarieswere given the right to enter the Chinese court. However, at the
beginning of the eighteenth century, all missionary activities were banned by the
emperor due to both political and religous reasons.51
After Portugal, other European countries’s ships started to come Chinese
shores. Respectively, in 1575 Spain, in 1604 Netherlands, in 1637 Britain, and in
1787 the United States of America (USA) arrived to Chinese ports. By contrast,
Russia was in a more advantageous position than other European countries and
Russia tried to expand in Siberia and became a neighbour in the land with China.
When a border problem emerged between China and Russia with the Treaty of
Nerchinsk signed in 1689, both border arrangements and border trade arrangements
were made. The Treaty of Nerchinsk was the first western-style agreement signed by
China. Also, in 1575, in the sense that first Christian missionaries came to
Guangzhou added a new dimension on China- Europe relations. At the end of the
century, missionaries wereallowed to come to Beijing, and Jesuits significantly
increased their influence on the Palace of Ming.
The following of this kind of trade relations, as Christian missionaries started
to come to China, when the Ming dynasty ruled China and declared to foreigners
Canton city as the only contact and trade centre, with a command, and except for
Canton city, foreigners that lived in all China’ cities were dismissed. China avoided
contact with European states due to China’s perspective on international relations,
for Chinese emperors see other European countries as an equal power for themselves
neither in terms of military and political nor economic power, and always looked
down on them. Furthermore, according to Chinese emperors, China did not need to
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set up any trade relations, neither with any European countries nor any other
countries, in that China was a very rich country in terms of economic resources.
Altough Canton city was the only door opened to the west, Europeans came
into contact with neither Chinese traders nor Chinese officials directly. In 1702, an
individual system, so-called ‘the emperor’s Merchant’, was appointed as the only
agent with whom the foreigners might deal. This system was demonstrated to be
unsatisfactory and was replaced fifty years later by means of ‘security merchants’
organized into what came to be known as the Co-hong, the guild of Chinese
merchants engaged in foreign trade. Formerly abolished in 1771, Co-hong was
revived in 1782, and continued to remain in force until 1842.52 As this organization
was a monopoly of trade made with foreigners in Canton, sale prices of tea sold to
foreigners and other Chinese goods like silk were determined by this organization.
2.3 The Manchu Dynasty (1644-1911)
2.3.1 Installation of Manchus and Internal Situation
In the beginning of the seventeenth century, China was conquered by the Qing
dynasty. Thus a new state, the so-called Qinq state, emerged in China.
Fundamentally, this new state consisted of an alliance of different ethnic groups
especially, living in the Northeast of the country. The leading families of the new
state were Manchu, descendants of the Jurchen tribes, which had played a significant
role in the course of the twelfth century. Nevertheless, the new state included other
important tribes like Mongols, Koreans and Chinese. They regarded the Ming state
as degenerate and believed that they had been chosen to receive the mandate of
Heaven and revive China.53 Although their ideology was Confucian principles, the
Qing state created a new ideology that consisted of conquest and domination.
The most important reason for the success of the Qing Project was failures and
weaknesses of Ming dynasty in many fields. By the early seventeenth century, public
thought about Ming was that it was inefficient due to common bribery, venal and
other social and economic problems. In particular, in agriculture, changes occured in
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climate that made China both colder and drier than ever before. There is no Ming
dynasty givinghelp to its citizens.54
In the middle of the seventeenth century, because of increasing domestic
problems and dissension within the state, a military official rebelled against Ming in
the North, and came to Beijing. Thus, he took the city, and the last emperor of Ming
hanged himself. Insurrectionist troops declared a new dynasty, the so-called Qinq
dynasty, in 1636. At the same time, troops of Manchus were in the North of the
country. However, under the leadership of Prince Dragon, Qing troops rapidly took
the capital in 1644. Qing Shunzi was declared as emperor of the new state.
There were two important reasons why Manchus gained dominance over the
whole of China. One was China’s internal situation, and the other was their military
superiority. Manchus set up their dominance over China as an outsider, at a time
when national senses had just started to awaken. Manchus made it necessary for
Chinese to wear Manchurian clothingby means of a law in 1645 as a vestige of
subjugetaion of the Chinese. What’s more they banned marriages between Chinese
and Manchus, and they established an administrative organization of both Chinese
and Manchus working together as officals. However, Manchus, for certain were in a
superior position. According to Manchus, they did not need to work since they were
a more superior race than the Chinese. For that reason, Manchus never entered state
examinations, which Chinese had to enter in order to gain an office in state.
Manchus firstly went towards the south regions of China and seized Nanking in
1645, which a Ming prince still ran. This region and its neighboorhood was the
economic centre of China. When Manchus succeeded in capturing all of the southern
provinces, they had all of the territories belonging to the gentry. At the time when the
Thirty Years Wars was about to end, Manchus established their predominance all
over China.55
Without old eunuchs and cliques, a new government was set up in Peking. This
government gave special importance to Chinese scholars especially, with regard to
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administrative tasks. Many people, members of academies came to Peking for those
tasks. The Manchu emperor, Sheng Tsu (1663-1722), provided individual privileges
to some scholars, especially those who came forward and became successful in
administrative tasks. A rapid recovery occured in virtually every field in this period.
The Emperor removed rival cliques and individuals struggling continuously for
power with each other. The gentry was to become more prudent against the
peasantantry. Bribery and corruption was significantly removed and the empire
expanded dramatically. Thus, the Manchus stabilized their regime by taking
advantage of all these things.
Though the Qing dynasty promised to conserve Chinese culture and traditions,
the state was a modern invention and quite different from anything ever before. The
rulers of the state wanted absolute political loyalty to both the centre and its
institutions from civil servants and the public. Thus, China became a centralized state
for the first time in its history. In essence, the state was significantly militarized. Its
army consisted of professional infantries, and it was organized into eight basic elite
units, called ‘banners’ by the Qing, supplemented by general infantry troops.56
While the Ming Dynasty was ruling the country since 1644, the political
doctrine of China was a Confucian doctrine based on the idea that power should be
only at the centre. However, despite this doctrine, by the nineteenth century, the
authority of the Ming dynasty began to weaken in the country. There were a range of
reasonsfor this. Firstly, the administration system of the country weakened the
central authority for centuries because of the some effects. Rather, traditional central
administration had never exactly had an effect on the country. The country was
virtually ruled by regional governers for centuries. The country accounted for
eighteen states, and every state had a governer who had a lot of authority. Within
time, as governers increased their powers by breaking from central government, the
authority of the central government began to weaken on the states. Moreover,
inadequacy of the communication systems and poor transport conditions posed a
serious problem.

56

John King Fairbank and Denis Twitchett, The Cambridge ofChina, (Cambridge), p.56

40

This inadequacy in communication between states and central government
forced governers to take some precautions by themselves without asking the central
government, on the basis of local security and defence. In additon to the army of
central government, governers set up their armies. This led to an increase in the
authority of governers over their states, while it caused a decrease in the authority of
central government.57
On the other hand, the social structure of the country was a serious problem for
central government, since four-fifths of the people were peasants. Those people
provided for themselves by cultivating land that they had. When agricultural
conditions did not do well, starvation was usual. Moreover, among Chinese peasants,
there was no national consciousness. They were interested in neither political issues
nor national issues. Already, as peasants did not say ‘I am a Chinese’, there was no
Chinese concept in their minds. Every peasant introduced himself/herself to others
with the name of his or her village or state. None said ‘I am Chinese’. Being Chinese
was consciously started among Chinese people after Europeans had come to China.58
Merchants and craftsman accounted for the other classes of society, as well as
peasants. In essence, traders were interested in domestic trade rather than foreign
trade, since there was no industry in China. Everything depended on handicrafts. At
that time, craftsmen set up their guilds for the first time.
What’s more,the upper class of the community consisted of noblesses. Those
divided into two separate parts. One of them was princes, members of the Ming
Dynasty, whereas the other was people who were given by emperor a noble position.
Those second class people had less privileges than princes.
The most important class of the upper class of the Chinese society, as mandarin
was used a name by Europeans for any high civil servant. This mandarin class
accounted for the cultured parts of Chinese society. Mandarins were taken for the
position of civil servant by means of an exam that was implemented after the first
imperial unification of Chinese civilisation. The topics of exam were generally
related to Chinese culture. But, this led to mandarins having a classic, stable and
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norrow-minded perspective on many topics. In addition, due to the economic
problems of the central government, the exam system gradually deteriorated over
time, and so, in order to pass the exam, among people a gift and bribe system quickly
spread. That’s why the mandarin class degenerated as time passed.59
Chinese society was the most advanced in the world in terms of wealth and
living standards by the late seventeenth and early eighteenth century. The most
important evidence of wealth was, of course, increase in total population. The
number of inhabitants in the empire doubled more than during the early Qinq era,
with the total population by 1800 standing at around 380 million.60 The most
important reason for the population growth was that of a result of migrant and new
settlements in west and central states, and the amount of land cultivated rapidly
surged productivity.
The Chinese community changed in many fields in this century. Markets,
handicrafts started to extend and private merchants played an important role in
urbanization. While Beijing became the largest city of the world, other cities,
especially port cities, which were located in the South, went on growing, and they
played a vital role in trade with other countries. London became the largest city of
the world by passing Beijing in 1850. Tea and silk were the most important export
goods of China. By contrast, in particular from America, mainly silver flowed in
China as a payment form. Moreover, until the nineteenth century, the biggest
industry plant of the world was in China. This was a porcelain factory,from which
China exported to Europe more than one hundred million materials of goods in the
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries.61 China was the largest economy of the world.
While India followed it, Europe was a second class actor. During the eighteenth
century, the Chinese empire was at the peak of its power as a magnificent empire.
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Table-2, 11 Countries’s population between 1000 – 1913

Year

1000

1500

1600

1700

1820

1870

1913

France

6.500

15.000

18.500

21.471

31.246

38.440

41,463

Germany

3.500

12.000

16.000

15.000

24.905

39.231

65.058

İtaly

5.000

10.500

13.100

13.300

20.176

27.888

37.248

Netherlands

300

950

1.500

1.900

2.355

3.615

6.164

United Kingdom 2.000

3.942

6.170

8.565

21.226

31.393

45.649

Portugal

600

1.000

1.100

2.000

3.297

4.353

60.004

Spain

4.000

6.800

8.240

8.770

12.203

16.201

20.263

United States

1.300

2.000

1.500

1.000

9.981

40.241

97.606

Japan

7.500

15.400

18.500

27.000

31.000

31.437

51.672

China

59.000 103.000

160.000

138.000

381.000

358.000

437.140

India

75.000 110.000

135.000

165.000

209.000

253.000

303.700

Source: Germany, Netherlands 1500-1700 from Madison (1991) pp226-7. France 1500-1700 from
Bardet and Dupaquier (1997), pp.446 and 449; 1700-1820 from Henry and Blayo (1975), pp.97-99.
Portugal 1500-1700 and Spain 1500 from de Vries (1984), p. 36. Spain 1600 and 1700 from Espana:
Anuario Estadistico 1977, INE, Madrid, p.49:1000 is from Mcevedy and Jones. China, India, Japan as
described in text. all 1820 figures are from Appendix A.
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Table-3, Shares of World GDP,11 Countries between 1500 - 1913

Year

1500

1600

1700

1820

1870

1913

France

4,4

4,7

5,7

5,5

6,5

5,3

Germany

3,3

3,8

3,6

3,8

6,5

8,8

İtaly

4,7

4,4

3,9

3,2

3,8

3,5

Netherlands

0,3

0,6

1,1

0,6

0,9

0,9

United Kingdom

1,1

1,8

2,9

5,2

9,1

8,3

Portugal

0,3

0,3

0,5

0,5

0,4

0,3

Spain

1,9

2,1

2,2

1,9

2

1,7

United States

0,3

0,2

0,1

1,8

8,9

19,1

Japan

3,1

2,9

4,1

3

2,3

2,6

China

25

29,2

22,3

32,9

17,2

8,9

İndia

24,5

22,6

24,4

16

12,2

7,6

Source: Madison Angus, ‘The world Economy: A Millennial Perspective’, OECD, Development
Centre Seminars, 2001


Moreover, China experienced more dramatic internal change in the years
following 1600. Changes that occurred in China stayed in the local region, while
they spread in Europe. In economy, social life and many areas, growth and
improvements were stable. China did not allocate its returns on technological areas,
since it disregarded advances in science and technology, and faced many problems
such as natural disasters, internal uprisings, external pressure and interventions

44

fragmented the economic and social structure of China within time. Whereas Europe
was improving gradually in these areas.62
Table-4, Urbanisation Rations;China and Western Europe,10001890

1000

1500

1820

1890

China

3

3,8

3,8

4,4

Western Europe

0

6,1

12,3

31

Source: Perkins (1969) and Ishii (1937)


2.3.2 The Beginning of Chinese Decline In The Late Eighteenth Century
Having gone on improving till the middle of the eighteenth century, China
entered into decline continuously. At the begining, this process was quite slow, but
then, it gained momentum. There were many reasons for this fall such as foreign
wars, the emperor’s desire for building, and Europeans entrance to Chinese trade.
The Chinese court found itself in great glory in the eighteenth century. A lot of new
palaces and luxury buildings were built. China was of sufficient economic power to
finance all of these. On the other hand, wars led to an economic burden on te empire,
especially those which took place along the Russian border due to transport cost of
reinforcement and supply.
Decline of the Manchus started at a time when European trade did not play a
key role. Decline could be seen on the improverishment of the Chinese, but not in
state treasure. The number of rich people dramatically diminished. The educated
middle class was of either little money and possession or none, and their numbers
increased within time as well. However, the key factor of the decline of the Manchus
was for certain, rapid population growth.63
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About since the 1700’s, a long internal peace period played a significant role in
population increase. Population did not affect so much the wars which China did at
this time, because all wars were so distant to the middle third of China. In the
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, Manchus gave special importance to
maintainance of channels and river banks, and thus foods that lead to many casualties
did not cause so much.
Just as in the Ming era, domestic colonization went on in the Manchu epoch.
Many people migrated to Kwangsi, Kweichow and Yunan. On the other hand,
Chinese started to settle in southeast Asia. When it comes to settlements in
Manchuria, Manchus allowed people only in the last years by removing the ban.
More or less at the same time, rapid population growth took place both in
Europe and Japan as well. Yet, prior to that population increase reached a critical
level, and population pressure on these countries was less compared to China, since
industry improved. Their industrial improvements led the agrarian population to
diminish. However, the agrarian population was still very high in China.
Table-5 Chinese’s population increases
Year

Population

1578

60,692,856

1662

100,000,000

1710

116,000,000

1741

143,411,559

1754

184,504,493

1778

242,965,618

1796

275,662,414

1814

374,601,132

1850

414,493,899

Source: Eberhard, Wolfram “ A History of China” (2004)


Since the begining years of the Manchus, commercial activities kept on
increasing continuously. Kwangtang and Kwangsi were ideal business centres for
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Chinese merchants because they could sell their products to both native tribes and
new settlers. While some of these merchants introduced some new techniques in
southern towns, certain of them established dye or textile factories. Yet, the most
important aim of these commercial activities was of course, trade with Europe.
During the sixteenth century, American silver flowed to Europe, but it began to flow
to China since the early years of the seventeenth century. 64 This flow was only
prohibited by government between 1661 and 1684 when government stopped coastal
shipping and coastal settlements so as to interdict both independence movements in
Formasa and bandit activities in the coast of Fukien. In this interim period,
production halted since the value of silver was too low. When China began to export
tea and silk in the eighteenth century, silver started to flow to China again. Yet, in the
late eighteenth century when opium was starting to be imported, it was left from
silver once more. Whereas merchants made important profit from opium, farmers
who sell their products with copper had difficulty, since the silver price increased
and they had to pay their taxes with silver. The high profit that commercial activities
brought about prevented industrial investment in China, for trade was more
profitable than industry. This is a key factor that prevented China’s improvement.
Chinese gentry always had an anti-industryattitude. In general, they operated in
distinct areas like mining, melting or porcelain. However, many of the institutions in
those fields belonged to the state and so, they did not improve adequately.
Businessmen had adequate capital to invest in industrial areas, but they opted to buy
land, since they did not think industrial investment was secure. That’s why China did
not revolutionize a modern nation from an agrarian nation.65
In the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, just as China changed, so did
European countries. Even though changes in Europe were more remarkable, and
European countries had some advantages in some fields like shipbuilding, military
technology and navigation, compared to China. All of them were crucial in order to
discover the world. Furthermore, some European countries had a different world
view that suggested accumulation of capital, advance of science and technology. This
world view led to the industrial revolution starting in Europe. During the 18th
64
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century a number of English inventors developed the first steam engines for the first
time in history. These engines were stronger and more reliable than the animals man
had used until then. The financial system allowed entrepreneurs to develop these
inventions on a large scale in accordance with the purpose of benefiting the members
of society with affordable transportation. Trade flourished and new territories were
found and exploited. Feudalism was on the way out, capitalism had arrived.
However, the effects of the industrial revolution would be seen in the other parts of
the world at the end of nineteenth century as well.66
2.3.3 Relations With West In The Manchu Epoch and Cultural Interaction
There was some unrest in western Mongolia in 1715. The khan of the region,
Tsewang, prompted a revolt against the Chinese. The war that broke out in
consequence of that revolt led China to conquer all of Mongolia and eastern
Turkestan. When Tsewang Rabdan wanted to expand his power towards Tibet, the
Chinese occupied Lhasa by organizing a military campaign to Tibet. That’s why
Tibet transformed into a kind of protectorate and a new Dalai Lama was assigned by
the Chinese as a supreme ruler. Thus, in the early years of the Qing dynasty, Tibet
and Mongolia were mainly controlled. Furthermore, while Korea and Vietnam
acknowledged the domination of the Qing state, Taiwan was taken over. Also, in the
south, some countries and islands such as Burma and Ryukyu accepted paying tribute
to Qing. The Qing state followed an expansionist policy towards Central Eurasia as
well. Moreover, it controlled nearly all of the Asia Pacific region including the
Sakhalin islands.67
However, the expansionist aim of the Qing state led it to contact the Russian
empire that had expansionist ambitions in Central Eurasia. This was a new problem
for the Manchus. In 1685, the Chinese demolished a fort that was built by the
Russians near the Amur river in 1650, for the Chinese considered this region a part
of their territories. On the other hand, China needed an impartial Russia in order to
achieve their other aims in the west. For that reason, China and Russia made a
number of negotiations between themselves in order to divide Central Eurasia. In
consequence of negotiations between two countries, both sides signed the Treaty of
66
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Nerchinsk in 1689. This treaty was the first treaty in history that China signed with a
European country. Since then, China struggled with Mongolic and Turkic tribes in
Central Eurasia, in particular around Lake Balkhash and the Tarim Basin. China
ended these wars by implementing genocide against tribes lived in this region, and it
emerged as an important power in Central Eurasia.68
By 1727, the Russians wanted new negotiations and a revision of the Treaty of
Nerchinsk, because the translation of the treaty in 1689 in Chinese, Russian and
Manchurian had caused some problems. After the Chinese emperor had
acknowledged this request, a new agreement was signed between the sides.
According to the new agreeement, Russia won some rights like opening a legation
and commercial agency as well as maintainance of a church in Peking. 69 Foreign
capitulations for the first time started like this. Yet, according to the Chinese there
was no special privilege in this agreement. Whereas Europeans thought guite
differently than the Chinese with regard to both opening a legation and permission to
trade. Europeans interpreted these steps as opening diplomatic relations between
Europeans and the Chinese. However, both sides misunderstood each other and so
they experienced important political conflict in the nineteenth century. While
Europeans blamed the Chinese as not meeting obligations of the agreements, the
Chinese thought vice versa.
At the beginning of the 1700’s, extreme population pressure in China triggered
migration. The most suitable place for migration was the south western region of
China. A growing number of Chinese families and tribes migrated to the south west.
This led to protracted wars with native tribes.
The war in Turkestan started once more in the period of Ch’ien-lun (17361796). Having been defeated by the Chinese, the Kalmuks migrated to the Ili region.
They gained supremacy over Turkish tribes both in Ili and in western Turkestan.
Kalmuks fought with the Chinese without ceasing during three years, but in
consequence, they had to cede half of their territory to China with an agreement
signed in 1739, except for the Ili region. In the next years, Chinese worried about the
68
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likelihood that various Kazaks tribes might reunite against them in order to occupy
and capture the Ili region. Some disturbances took place among the Mohammedans
in the 1750’s, and China captured some cities like Uch, Kashgar and Yarkand.70
These wars led China to conflict with European colonial powers. The Hi region
was a buffer zone between China and Russia at the beginning. However, this region
went to Russia bit by bit within time between 1847-1881. At that time, both Kalmuks
and Kazaks had a key role in Russo-Chinese relations. Chinese wanted the Kalmuks
to be sent to the far west by means of the Volga river. Yet, as Russian pressure
increased, the Kalmuks decided to come back to China (1771) Approximately,
85,000 people were settled by the Chinese to the territory of east Kalmuks.
China also came into contact with European powers in the south regions as
well. In 1757 and in 1766, Great Britain (GB) both invaded Calcutta and Bengal. The
Chinese made Burma dependent to China once more again in 1769. In the following
two years, China succeeded in conquering both Nepal and southern Tibet. This gave
reason for Chinese and British political interests to contact in here.71
In the eighteenth century, Chinese emperors continued the policy of isolation
and any merchant who engaged in foreign trade was executed as a pirate. That’s why
all chinese living on the southern coast were moved inland, including those living on
all southern islands. The only foreign trade allowed was restricted to the Canton port,
where an official market was organized and all the foreign merchants had to transact
business through offical intermediaries. On the other hand, European states started to
seek new colonies in order to find new raw materials and markets for their
economies, which developed following the industrial revolution. After the United
States of America won its independence from Great Britain in 1776, European states
went towards their interests in Africa and they divided the continent into colonies
among themselves within a short time. Especially, whereas Britain and France
followed imperialist policies in the early years of the nineteenth century in Africa,
they had large colony areas in Asia where they had entered since the eighteenth
century. However, following the sharing of Africa among European states, the
70
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interest of European states went towards China, seen as an important market and was
the biggest empire of the far east Asia at that time.
British industry and navigation that advanced rapidly in the eighteenth century
led to Britain setting up trade relations with distant places of the world, and so it
became the most interested country with China. Britain had approximately more than
the half of all trade ships entering the Canton port. As to the US, it had only one
fourth of all ships in the port following Britain.
Britain traded with China by means of Canton port that was the only opened
port in the eighteenth century. However, the East India Company was a monopoly in
this trade. This company was in China since 1715, and British traders had to ask for
permission from the company in order to trade with China. Furthermore, this
company was so powerful and effective that the Chinese officials accepted the
company’s representative as a representative of all foreigners. Thus, all foreign
traders needed to ask permission from this company to trade in the Canton port of
China, but inspite of this kind of permission, the British colony was the biggest
colony in China at that time.72
The British merchants, frustrated with such restrictions, petitioned to the
British king George III to open China to trade. With the command of king George,
the first trade committee of Britain, which went to China, left from London by taking
many gifts in order to deliver them to the Chinese emperor in 1792. This committee
moved to China with the help of a warship. The committee consisted of more than
700 people, most of whom were businesspeople, diplomats, military officials and
scientists. The leader of the committee was Lord George McCartney. McCartney also
brought some gifts, including quality British products such as, wool, clocks, blades,
guns and rifles, certain astronomy and musical instruments and some portraitures to
present to the emperor.73 Before McCartney arrived, Chinese emperor Zhangzong
declared “the celestial empire possesses all things in great abundance and lacks no
products within its borders, there is therefore no need to import the manufuctures of
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outside barbarians in Exchange for our own products”.74 Their purposes were to
persuade the Chinese emperor to open China for foreign trade. The British committee
firstly arrived to Macau, which was a mandate of Portugal. As negotiation attempts
made with representatives of the Chinese king failed, they reached the North
approximately within four months, and ultimately, they came to Beijing in order to
negotiate with emperor Qianlong.
In the first negotiation, in 1790, McCartney wanted the emperor allow Britain
to open an embassy in Beijing. Within this framework, McCartney suggested ending
the system letting foreigners into Canton port used as the only trade port, opening
new ports for trade and equitable and righteous custom tarrifs. However, the Chinese
emperor Qianlong did not answer positively under any circumstances. In fact, Lord
McCartney’s mission was a remarkable movement at this time, since China was abe
to dictate the terms because China was large and powerful as well as self-confidetent
and self-assertive.
Chinese king Qianlong subsequently wrote a message to British king George
III by saying “thank you for sending these gifts, thank you for maintaining control
over your territory. It is not necessary for you to send future gifts for we have all that
we need, all that we require in great abundance”.75Emperor Qianlong died soon
after meeting with Lord McCartney. His successor, the Xiaojing, eased the
restrictions on trade. This would raise the taxes collected on imports. Banning them
would earn nothing, thus, a new revenue stream was created to the Beijing court.
Thereby, McCartney had to leave from China without taking any privilege.
However, according to McCartney, China should not have resisted against Britain
because this would be an unnecessary attempt. On the other hand, before McCartney
negotiated with the Chinese emperor, many negotiations had taken place between
committees and Chinese rulers with regard to whether McCartney should kowtow in
front of the Chinese emperor. Although Chinese offcials pressured McCartney, he
74
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refused kowtowing without Chinese rulers kowtowing in a similar way in front of
British king George’s portraiture, and he suggested kissing the hand of the emperor
and kneeling in front of him. But, this suggestion was unacceptable for the Chinese
since according to the Chinese, the emperor was master of everything under heaven
and was not equal to any king or emperor in the world. Also, goods brought by
British people was a problematic issue in that according to Chinese tradition,
foreigners could visit China as second class people bringing tribute. For this reason,
McCartney was an ordinary person bringing tribute to China in the eye of the
Chinese. Though McCartney insisted that these goods were gifts of someone who
was equal to the emperor in diplomaticterms, reconciliation did not occur between
the sides.
At that time, although western states significantly paid attention to relations
with China, China did not think in a similar way. According to Chinese officials,
Europeans were in need of Chinese goods and trade relations with China. But, China
was not. For that reason, China both underestimated and looked down on Europeans.
Despite Chinese thoughts, Britain proved that it thought different from the
Chinese by implementing a new policy. This was to gain trade monopoly from the
East Indian Company (EIC). Britain’s government gained it in 1833, since it wanted
to set up official relations with China, not indirectly. Trade that was made by the East
Indian Company did not meet the needs of Britain, as it led to trade in a narrowed
area. According to the British government, China was a huge market for itself in
particular, in terms of the textile industry. That’s why, establishing and improving
official relations with China was too crucial for Britain. However, all attempts of
Britain to send an embassy to China failed at this time. Even, China never negotiated
with representatives who Britain sent to China for official relations. This attitude of
China against Britain forced Britain to look for other ways. Also, when the first time
McCartney went to Beijing as a representative, the EIC had started to export opium
from India to China and this was quite profitable. When China forbade opium
import, this would lead to Britain being angered.76 Thereby, Britain would go
towards implementing an interventionist policy aimed at China. The opium question
76
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that took place in 1839 between the two countries would become the most important
pretext for Britain with regard to intervention aimed at China.
In the cultural area, European influence firstly seems in painting. The best
well-known symbol of this was, of course, Giuseppe Castiglione, who was an Italian
missionary (1688-1766). While he was working in China in the 1700’s, he learnt lots
of things related to the Chinese method of painting. On the other hand, he also,
introduced European techniques in this field to the Chinese. Especially these
techniques were adapted by court painters and their entourage. Also, Dutch painting
was of some influence in Chinese painting at this time, as well.77
Thanks to tolerant and generous Manchu emperors, many missionaries played
a key role at the Chinese court. Manchu emperors were interested in European
science and technology that missionaries introduced. But they did not give up special
importance to missionaries’s religious messages and creeds. 78 Some missionaries
who came back to Europe referred to Chinese conditions to Europeans and this led to
a profound on effect both European enlightment and enlightment thinkers. For that
reason, certain people thought of Confucius as the linchpin of the enlightment
movement.
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CHAPTER THREE
3.CHINA AND WEST: POWER RELATIONS

DURING NINTEENTH

CENTURY
3.1 The Rise of New Powers After Industrial Revolution and Influence of
Nineteenth Century on China
The Nineteenth century is literally a European century, because European
states were dominant both on world politics and world economy. In fact, Europe
became the dominant power prior to the 1800’s, but this supremacy was not on every
field. Even though European powers started colonial activities and set up their
colonies, but world was not a uniform entity that Europeans ruled either directly or
indirectly yet. The Nineteenth century contributed to establishment of this supremacy
and

this

contribution

was

industrialization

and

imperialism

caused

by

indusrialization.
The Industrial Revolution, for the first time, began in Great Britain.
Improvements that appeared in the industrial field in the late eighteenth century
transformed into a rapid industrialization with the help of technical advances in
1801-1870.79 The establishment of new factories, use of steam power increasingly in
machines and development of the production system led to the birth of industrial
cities in a short time. Furthermore, population growth surged significantly in
conjuction with use of steam machines in railroads and sea roads.
The world changed enormously in the nineteenth century thanks to not only
industrial improvements, but also scientific revolutions and emergence of new
powers. Many factors such as, telegraph, railroad, modern transportation, steamship,
communication technologies and so on linked the world to each other more than it
hadever been before. The use of these inventions on production processes led the
economic wealth of European nations to rise noticeably. Economic wealth supported
European nations to establish their supremacy on other nations by causing new
developments in the armaments industry.80 The implementation of new inventions
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and steam machines had a big effect on manufacture of advanced mechanization in
the industrial field. That’s why European nations surged in their capital
accumulation. Moreover, the strength and wealth of industrialized nations made them
model nations in the eyes of the rest of the world. However, except for industrialized
nations, many societies did not understand what modernism means. Even, some of
them opposed it for a long time.81
In the nineteenth century also, an important event was the Napoleonic wars,
which led the British navy to become the dominant sea power. As a leader of
industrialization, and thanks to triumphs brought by indusrialization, Britain emerged
as the only global power of this century, as well as the largest empire in history. The
rise and success of Britain triggered other powers to rise such as the United States of
America, France, Russia, Germany and Japan. All of these became late indusrialized
compared to Britain. Onlythe United States and Germany could challenge the
industrial leadership of Britain. All of these events caused two important results;
emergence of new powers and colonization of one-fourth of the world by these
powers. As to China and the Ottoman empire, they lost their powers significantly in
world affairs and Europeans see them as “two sick men of Asia and Europe”.
When it comes to China, it was of living standards similar to western Europe
throughout the eighteenth century. Even, according to some estimations, land, labour
and production markets of European nations were quite behind those of China and
they could not compare to China. When we look at the economics indicators, as a
whole, China was the richest nation of the world until the 1800’s, and in accordance
with this reality, it produced by itself nearly one-third of total world production
(33.3%). 82
However, events that took place in the nineteenth century, that Chinese defined
as a humuliation century, led the share of China in world production to decrease to
only 6 % in 1900. The most important reason for this decrease was that newly
appeared industrial economies expanded inordinately while China became
impoverished in this period. Furthermore, China surrendered to new empires that
81
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spread all around the world. Countries that paid taxes to China in former times began
to become colonies of the new powers. To give an example, Nepal became a British
colony in 1815, Burma was given to Britain in 1886. France extablished its
supremacy on Laos, Vietnam and Cambodia between 1862-1895. What’s more Japan
captured the Ryukyu islands and Korea was under the control of the Japanese empire
after 1895. In fact, apart from Taiwan, China has never become a colony exactly.
However, it was always seen a semi-colony due to terms of the port system treaty.
This treaty would come to an end with the Opium war between China and Britain in
1842.
3.2 Balance of Power In East Asia and China In Early Years of 19’th Century
At the beginning of the nineteenth century, China was such a tremendous
empire that its territory significantly exceeded what it is today. It was the largest
country of the time in terms of both land and population. It had more than 9 million
square metres including the whole of Mongolia and Turkestan as well. It’s
population was more than 400 million.83
However, despite these indicators, China had essential problems that it must
resolve immediately. The period of Tao-Kuang (1821-1850) started a new period that
would last more or less ninety years in Chinese history. European attempts to
tranform China to a colony surged bit by bit in this process. Furthermore, western
nations infiltrated China in terms of culture as well. Accordingly, whereas the empire
was breaking down, the Qing dynasty was collapsing. Probably, the most important
question was population growth, since population doubled between 1790-1840.
There were many reasonsfor population growth; development of the transportation
system within the empire, achievement in struggle with diseases, increase in foreign
trade by means of the Canton port, as well as domestic peace, and so on.
Furthermore, significant advances in agriculture took place at that time, but, in spite
of this success, pressure that rapid population growth caused prevented industrial
development in China. In fact, due to its large population, cheap labour could have
affected industrial development on the positive side, but it did not because it played
an important role in preventing mechanization in industry. As to trade, it was
83

S.Gülboy, Burak, 19. Yüzyılda Uzak Doğu Asya’daki Güç Dengesinin Evrimi, p.1

57

remarkably under the control of government, and the state allowed some families
totrade with foreign powers. This policy was, for certain, the most prominent reason
for smuggling.84
In the question of the doubling of the population, and many natural events that
occured in particular, between 1830-1839, imperial bureaucracy did not become
successful with regard to resolution. That gave rise to unrests within the empire.
That’s why internal migration surged noticeably. So, many internal uprisings came
out against the government, but mainly due to bureaucratic failures.
The domestic structure of Chinese society was complicated because of no
comman language, identity, national sense and so on. Some groups did not feel any
allegiance to the Chinese empire, especially, groups living in Turkestan or some
cliques remaining from the epoch of the Ming dynasty or some secret organizations
set up by such groups who were opposed to Manchus because of certain reasons.
These secret organizations would be backed up by more people when Manchus failed
in the first Opium war against Britain.85 Chinese currency lost value in those years,
and this gave rise to farmers participatingin these secret organizations as well. They
would prompt a revolt many times in the nineteenth century, such as the White-Lotus
(WL) uprising between 1796-1804, the Taiping uprising between 1851-1864, which
also transformed into a civil war, the Nian uprising between 1853-1868 and the
Muslims uprisings between 1855-1873. The Taiping uprising was the largest of
them. The defeat of China by Britain in the Opium war and natural phenomenas
occured between 1848-1850 such as, floods, drought and famine triggered reasons
for the Taiping uprising. This uprising spread to almost all of China by firstly
beginning in Southern China. According to some estimates, between 20-40 million
people died. The Qing dynasty ultimately suppressed this, but by setting up a new
army, and with the help of the British and French armies. Even though the Manchus
were able to suppress it, they lost their moral supremacy. All of these led to only one
consequence; the Manchus lost their authority within the empire.
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All of these uprisings were suppressed by use of force, but weakness of the
Chinese army was accepted by Chinese officials. The Army was able to suppress
uprisings, but not by itself, with the help of both civil servants and foreign states, and
this army did not hinder foreign powers interveningin China. Many reform programs
were put into regulation, but they failed. Thereby, China lost its power, supremacy
and territories as a consequence of defeats, uprisings, and foreign interventions over
the rest of the century. However, notwithstanding these questions, China did not
come to an end asa whole, for the class of elite bureaucracy, Mandarins, rescued it
from totally collapsing.86
The failure in resistance of the Manchus to Britain, which wanted China to
allow the Opium trade ultimately, was ended by the Opium wars and the Treaty of
Nanking. This was the first of unequal treaties. The terms of the treaty included some
heavy terms like, ceding of HongKong, war indemnity, opening of four new ports to
British trade.87 However, this heavy defeat did not change the view of how the
Chinese see and consider other foreign states. According to them, they were still
superior. The Second Opium war between 1857-1860 led this conception to change.
This War ended up with the pillage of the Bejing court, the Treaty of Tianjin and the
Bejing Convention. Thereby, these agreements gave diplomatic immunity for
citizens of western countries, allowed western countries to establish military bases,
and recognized the right to move freely for citizens of foreign countries. As a
consequence of this, China started to lose its supremacy on important issues within
the empire. Furthermore, a new defeat was near. France wanted to make Vietnam a
colony,even though it was a Chinese mandate for a long time, and they destroyed the
Chinese navy in order to gain control of Vietnam in 1884. Within one hour, France
gained a success, and it provided control of Indo-China. The war between navies
proved that there was a tremendous power inequality between the power of an
industrailized European country and the power of an agricultural country, China.
Why was China so weak to foreign intervention? The answer is hidden in
Chinese philosophy. According to this philosophy, China must implement a self86
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enclosed policy. China is the centre of the universe and it does not need to set up
relations with foreignstates, for they are barbarians. For that reason, China did not
establish any diplomatic relations even with Great Britain and France, which
established their colonies in the south of China. That’s why the Chinese had not
adequete information about western nations.88 Apart from Canton city, China was
closed to the outer world, and it was implementing an isolationalist policy. Just as it
had no any legation in the external world, neither had any legation of other powers a
presence in China, except for Russia in Beijing since the beginning of the eighteenth
century89.
Some unequal treaties accepted by China in the nineteenth century;
• Nanjing Treaty with Great Britain 1842
• Bogue Treaty with Great Britain 1843
• Wanghia Treaty with United States 1844
• Whampoa Treaty with France 1844
• Aigun Treaty with Russia 1858
• Tianjin Treaty with Great Britain, France, Russia, United States 1858
• Bejing Convention with Great Britain, France, Russia 1860
• Tientsin Treaty with Prussia 1861
• Chefoo Convention with Great Britain 1876
• Portugal-China Agreement 1887
• Shimoneseki Treaty with Japan 1895
• Li-Labanov Agreement with Russia 1896
• Hong Kong convention with Great Britain 1898
Boxer Protocol with Great Britain, France, United States, Japan, Italy,
Prussia, Belgium
When it comes to Russia, it expanded towards the pacific region since it’s
establishment, and by the end of the seventeenth century it had already conquered
East Siberia and it went towards Manchuria and the Turkestan regions. However,
both powers came to terms due to two reasons. One is that China had supremacy in
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this area. The other is that Russia played a more efficient role in European politics.
Russian foreign policy was of a basic characteristic. Whenever Russia had a question
with European powers, it went towards Asia. This policy is still valid for today. In
the nineteenth century, after the Crimean war, Russia moved in accordance with this
policy and it went towards Asia, so China-Sino relations deteriorated.90
As to Great Britain, it was through commercial relations with China by means
of India that Britain ruled as a colony since 1763 under the Treaty of Paris signed
between Britain and France. Also, the Indo-China region was under the control of
France, and it’s rivalry with Britain in Europe moved to Asia. The United States
played a critical role in relations with China in particular, commercial and
missionaries activities. Actually, all of these countries made similar activities;
commercial and missionary.
3.3 Humiliation Century Begins
3.3.1 Anglo-China Relations and Opium War
Thesea trade of western powers was restricted by the Qing dynasty only with
Canton Port in China since 1760. However, this policy was not implemented against
Russians or Chinese. Guangzhou (Canton) was restricted only to westerners. Some
firms made a monopoly in trade called Co-Hong. Western merchants were able to
contact with the Chinese thanks to Co-Hong.91
The most prominent and important merchants among western merchants were,
for certain, Britain’s. Britons loved tea so much. The import of tea that was very
limited at the begining, reached a peak of 15,000 tons by rising enormously in the
1830’s. When the opium war broke out, European nations had made a trade with
China for four centuries. Macao, that Portugal had, was like a dwelling for
foreigners. Trade volume constantly increased. The only port, Canton, that allowed
for trade, became an important finance and culture centre. Foreigners were able to
enter the city only without their wives and could stay in Shamian island.92
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As to the empire, it was busy with exploiting the labour of workers by taxing
and bringing under control a society that was ready to prompt a revolt. Overseas
import was more economical in terms of silver, mineral ore, cotton, spice and so on.
Trade was an important income resource for government and also, the emperor was
getting richer thanks to agreement commissions that merchants sentdirectly to
Beijing. For that reason, this trade was so profitable for both Chinese and foreigners.
Dissension issues were generally unpaid debt or drinking alcohol too much.93
Having got fired from the Spice islands Indonesia by the Dutch, the East India
Company deployed along the Indian coasts. It set up new factories there. The
company was a monopoly in the business of renting ships. The Company was
bringing cotton products to England from India that were produced in India. The
Company for the first time, came into Canton in 1691. They were of perfect relations
with the Portugese because they were near to Macao. The East India Company began
sailing to Canton port regularly from 1699. Within a short time, the EIC was a
monopoly in trade with China, not only for Britain, but also for other foreign
merchants. Nevertheless, British merchants had some privileges, sometimes, they
faced some questions that the Co-Hong system caused, seeing that Co-Hong firms
determined prices of products whenever they wanted.
China gave to the company an additional business in 1700. This led the
company to gain tremendous wealth. The most important income resource of the
company was tea. The value that the company sold tea in London for in 1720 was
200,000 sterling. By 1790, it reached 9 million sterling by gradually increasing year
by year. This trend continued to rise and in the nineteenth century, it doubled. In fact,
even though access taxes to England exceeded100%, it did not impact demand
negatively. Tea amounted to approximately 10% of all income of the British
government in 1834. However, it should be remembered that although western
merchants sold many products to China in exchange for Chinese silk, porcelain, tea
and so on, they generally had a foreign trade deficit with China. This led westerners
to pay the money trade inequalty and accordingly, silver flowed to China. Western
merchants started to look for a new product in order to reverse the silver flow, and
93
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they found it in the late of 1700’s. This was opium. The tea passion of Britain was
not same with the opium passion of the Chinese. However, there was no difference
between the two in terms of economic perspective.94 Demand was so low for English
products in China. According to the Chinese, China did not need British products,
and so, the trade balance was always in favour of China during the eighteenth
century.
At the begining, opium was not so much in China. Only 200 cases were
imported in 1729, when opium was banned by the emperor. Furthermore, local
production was little. A famine occurred in Bengal in 1770, which led the East India
Company to want help from the British parliament. Thus, a tea agreement was signed
and the company could sell its products to British colonies without paying taxes. The
East India Company became a monopoly in opium production in Bengal from 1773,
and so it could sell to China more than 60 tons of opium in a year. This trade went on
by increasing year by year. The Company kept on trade regardless of what Canton
officers said about the ban. Ignoring the opium ban was synonymous with a tea
embargo. To prevent this, the company sold opium by means of gangs. Thus, the
amount of opium increased and prices decreased. The issue became crucial more
than ever before in the eyes of the Qing emperor. Qing Jianqing made penalties
heavy and the opium trade was specifically forbidden. Consequently, the opium trade
moved to coastal islands like Singapore. Singapore was a perfect centre for the
opium trade in terms of Britain.95
Just as the tea import of Britain increased, so did the Chinese opium trade. It
reached 13,000 cases in 1828 and in the next eight years, it doubled. The value of the
opium trade was nearly 18 million dollars at this time. This meant that the opium
trade was the most significant and valuable trade for Britain during the nineteenth
century. Tea import must not be made with silver because opium was enough. Thus,
silver began not to flow to China anymore, and the balance of trade reversed.96
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In the period of emperor Douguang (1821-1850), opium was the basic
question. Many of the officers and authorities supported the idea that the opium trade
must be in the hand of the state, become legal, and the state must allow some people
to deal in it because they considered the ban failed due to the fact that implementing
the terms of the penalty was hard. According to supporters of this view, consumption
could be prevented by custom tariffs and this could provide quite high income for
government. Moreover, state control in the opium trade could persuade merchants to
implement the trade principle that came to force by the Chinese .
Independent British merchants made propaganda with regard to ending the
monopoly of the East India Company in Canton port for a long time. They wanted to
conduct their trade as freely as Americans did. Furthermore, the British government
was unsatisfied with regard to trade made via the East India Company. This
propaganda led the British government to end the monopoly of the company with a
decision takenby parliament in 1833. This meant that supervision of foreign trade
was not in the hand of theBritish government anymore. The British government sent
Lord Naiper to chına as both a supervisior and agent for the purpose of establishment
of more officials relations with China. Naiper arrived at Macao in 1834. He was the
agent of the British government, not a commercial company. He would come into
contact with counterparts being equal to him.97
The Viceroy, in Canton, would come to terms with Naiper as a commercial
agent not an agent of the British government and the Viceroy would become an
inferior to him. When L. Naiper arrived to China, he would establish relations with
China on the basis of equality. This gave rise to the question of institutionalization of
western countries in China, for equality of states was meaningless for the Chinese.
According to the Chinese perspective, they were the only civilized country in the
world and other states and peoples were barbarians. This is the reason why China
considers itself as a middle kingdom. All attempts in order to set up a relationship on
the basis of equality failed because of this attitude as well as in a supremacy sense.
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Great Britain was the first country to use power aimed at China. British
Merchants were always backed up by the British government. When it comes to
Americans, which were the most powerful in trade after Britain,were always
restricted less by their government compared to Britain’s. Americans went on
contacting with China in a non-diplomatic and politic way. For that reason, they
always supported the peace, which in this situation was valid after China opened to
foreigners. In fact, while British merchants withdrew from China, Americans went
on to trade. The existence of Americans in Canton helped British merchants to
discharge their cargos in safety in spite of the embargo.98
When Lord Naiper arrived at Macao in 1834, he had to inform theViceroyof
his arrivial as an agent of England, not as an agent of a commercial company.
According to his interpretation, the instruction given by government, he would not
use as a contact means Co-Hong and he was a guard of supremacy and honour of
Britain. The British government gave instructions to him to behave in a conciliatory,
modest and friendly manner with the Chinese, and not to put into risk trade, and
oppose the bias of the Chinese. Under the current circumstances, it was impossible to
make what he tried to do. When he began to go to Canton without informing the
Chinese and getting their permisson, the question broke out.99
Lord Naiper’s attempts in order to contact with the Viceroy were futile, and his
presence in Canton was an embarassing situation for merchants who preferred the
old conditions. L. Naiper was stopped by the Chinese when he went to Canton from
Macao. The Chinese wanted him to leave the country. He refused this suggestion and
in response this, he was blocked by the Chinese. Thus, when trade stopped,
merchants became unsatisfied. In the first mission, Lord Naiper did not become
successful, and he escaped to Macao where he died. Triumph depended on the
Chinese who determined the communication terms.100
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Mr, L.V Davis replaced Lord Naiper., but within a short time, this was
followed by Sir George B. Robinson. Both were associates of Lord Naiper. They
became successful with the help of Captain Eliot compared to L.Naiper. Neither
Britain nor any other nations attempted to establish relations with China officially for
a few years. The topic was postponed, but was not abandoned. During a few years,
the situation was supervised by the British Chief in Macao.
This success of the Chinese led some Chinese officers to think of ending the
opium trade by opposing the legalizing of it. The Chinese emperor assigned Lin TseHsü to negotiate the opium question with Britain by giving some special authorities
to him with regard to implementing the ban arrangement in 1838. This gave rise to
all questions to open once more between the sides. Lin left Beijing in order to go to
Canton to end the opium question.
Lin was aggressive with respect to the ban, and as soon as he arrived at Canton,
he began his activities without losing time. He decided to force foreigners for
implementing ban within a short time. He detained 1,700 Chinese between March
and July who dealt in opium and also, he acquired all the opium bars. He wanted
foreigners to deliver all opium in their possession without taking money or
something else. Smugglers could not sell opium anymore. However, Lin wanted
more, and he closed all shops belonging to foreigners. Foreigners refused Lin’s
demands, but then they delivered 1,000 cases opium to Lin. However, this was such
a little amount of opium. Lin perceived this as an invective action and Lin wanted
Lancelont Dent, linchpin of smugglers, to be on trial. Furthermore, he threatened
foreigners with being condemned to death. Two Chinese merchants, unless they
implemented what Lin wanted. According to the British Chief, Carles Eliot said that
this means a war. Eliot expected reinforcement from Britain and then he went to
Canton where he was blocked by the Chinese. Meanwhile, because Dent did not
surrender, Lin forbade all trade.101
However, C.Eliot did not have power and will declare a war. Trade chief of
westerners, C.Eliot was in a bad situtation since his authority was limited only with
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private businesspeople. He had not enough time to wait for instructions coming from
London in that it was too distant. Thus, Eliot said to foreigners to give all opium to
the Chinese and committed to them that the British government would pay their
losses102. In response this, foreign merchants gave to Lin 20,000 cases of opium, and
so, he could return to Macao. Lin annihilated all opium. Moreover, seeing that the
British government was reluctant with regard to paying the economic loss, the
economic loss became an important question. Lin wanted them to sign a commitment
related to they could not bring and sell opium to China anymore. Some Englishmen
rejected this because this meant that British citizen would be liable to Chinese laws.
Lin wrote a letter to Queen Victoria by referring to the opium question could
be resolved if China imported less detrimental products instead of opium from
Britain. Between the two sides, misunderstandings stemming from differences from
language to language and scepticism caused some problems like opium debates,
trade rights, commercial income, protocol and diplomatic representation. Meanwhile,
C.Eliot and his entourage moved to a new region called Hong Kong.103
All of these questions created a hostility between the two parties. Lord
Palmerston rejected the army demand of C.Eliot. However, after a while, the opium
barons led his decision to change. By June 1840, a large land and sea force left India
in order to go to China. In fact, it should be remembered that at the beginning,
hostilities were restricted with Canton and it’s neighbour, but then operations moved
inlands from the coastal areas.
The British navy was carrying a letter written by Lord Palmerston to give to the
Qing court. In his letter, L. Palmerston wanted that Chinese officials should
compensate the losses of British merchants and should apologize to the British
crown with regard to invectives. At this point, it was impossible to back. Therefore,
the British navy could blockade Chinese ports, it would not let them pass, and it
would acquire some Chinese lands. In fact, it should be pointed out as a reality that
Palmerston referred tothe opium question in his letter. To him, the Chinese had the
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right to forbid opium, but because the ban was not implemented by Chinese officials
adequately, and even they smuggled, the reality was that foreigners did not fit with
the ban was a normal and probable situation.104 However, this letter was not
delivered to the Qing court. After the British navy arrived at the Chinese coast on
March 1840, and went towards the Yangtze river, war broke out between the two
sides.
British military operations firstly, began in Canton, and went towards to the
North via Admiral George Eliot’s instruction immediately. Their aims were to
deliver a letter written by L. Palmerston to the Chinese. They took Tinghai in Chuson
island on 6 July 1840. Thus, even though Britain attempted to send a letter from
Amoy and Nigbo, they failed. The Navy moved to Peiho and soon after it would go
to Canton in order to start negotiations.105
Although the first negotiations started in Canton, it did not come to terms, and
hostilities between the sides kept on. In response to this, Britain occupied Canton
temporarily, but it withdrew as soon as China paid 5 million dollars. The Chinese
even let trade start once again in Canton, although hostilities had not finished yet, for
they were continuing in the Northern parts of China. Britain had already acquired
some important Chinese ports and provinces like Amoy, Tinghai, Chinhai, Ningpo
before they went towards Chinkiang and Nanking from Nigpo.
On June 1842 British forces firstly entered to Shanghai, and soon after they
went to Nanking within two months. Peace negotiations ultimately, started after
Britain cut the communication line from the Yangtze river to Nanking. Both sides
signed the Treaty of Nanking on 29 August 1842.
3.3.2 Port Treaties and Obligations of China
The following two years after the Treaty of Nanking was signed, China signed
a series of new agreements to western powers; supplementary agreement of the
Treaty of Nanking between China and Britain in 1843, Whampoa Treaty between
China and France in 1844 and Wanghia Treaty between China and United States. All
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of these treaties determined not only the access terms of western powers to China,
but also their activities in China. It is important to note that some terms of treaties
were related only to Great Britain.
The Terms of the Treaty of Nanking;
• A British agent would stay in Canton and this agent could negotiate with
Chinese officials without any prevention
• China would allow trade in Amoy, Shanghai, Foochow and Nigpo ports as
well as Canton
• Customs duty would be limited to 5%
• British citizens would not be on trial in Chinese courts
• Britain would benefit from the most favored nation clause
• A British colony would be set up in some parts of Hong Kong
• China would accept to pay 21 million dollars idemnity to Britain
• Trade agreement would be guaranteed
• Co-Hong system would be removed106
The Qinq emperor pronounced on 26 June 1843 that he accepted these terms.
However, it is interesting that there was no term with regard to banning of opium
smuggling, so smuggling went on for a long time as well. It was even conducted by
the British navy. This treaty opened a new epoch related to how China was exploited
by Europeans because following Britain, other European states opened this door as
well. Britain started to use Hong Kong as a military base in the Far East.
Furthermore, this treaty gave rise to a capitulation period to start in China. This was,
for certain, one of the most negative sides of the treaty in terms of China. The other
side was that it included the most favored nation clause in that Britain would also,
benefit from this agreement whenever China signs any new agreement or gives some
privileges to another country.107
In addition to Britain, the United States signed the Treaty of Wanghia with
China in 1844, but it did not gain any land or military base with this treaty. It only
gained some privileges for it’s citizens and trade ships.
The Terms of Wanghia Treaty;
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• U.S could open new legation in newly opened ports
• U.S citizens could dwell in these ports
• U.S citizens could hire place for hospital, school, church, graveyard,
workplace and dwelling
• U.S citizens could benefit from Chinese officials and servants
• U.S would not support opium trade and smuggling
France also, obtained the same rights by signing the Treaty of Whampoa with
China in the same year. France and the U.S obtained some priviliges about
missionary activities thanks to these treaties. China did not pose a question while
signing treaties because it aimed use of these two powers as a rival against Britain.
Yet, this tactic would be dangerous for China, since all states would benefit from the
most favored nations clause.108 The most favored nation clause paved the way for all
nations to give up competing with each other, and they triggered each other to
encourageit in order to gain more heavy terms. Consequently, it can be said that
western powers strengthened their positions in China in the next years.
3.3.3 Concessions and Foreigners Brings Under Control of Shanghai Customs
The concessions given by port treaties included some special privileged zones
that Chinese authorities could not access. In year of 1845, the governor of Shanghai
made an agreement to the BritishConsul as to land regulations in order to determine
zones where British citizens could buy or lease land. This was followed by France
and the United states so as to determine new zones in 1849. One of the important
features of these zones was that they were on the banks of Huangpu.
Altough Britain gained special rights to live in their own zones, it did not want
to make do with that, so it took action to gain new privileges in 1854. It is important
to note that at this time, the Shanghai local government had some problems in
particular, due to the legitimist uprising of Small Sword. By benefiting from this
internal problem, Britain established an autonomous municipal council.109 It was of a
municipal budget, made some works related to town planning, constituted a local
police force and also collected tax. It constituted a militia force based on volunteers
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since it had authority and power with regard to mobilizing foreign residents in
conflict times. While setting up this political and social body, Britain did not
consultthe Chinese authorities related to its political status. It was created
unilaterally.
A new act as to new municipal authority was enacted in 1854 but, not by
Chinese authorities. It was determined by Britain, France and the United States and it
defined the authority that the municipality had. Both Britain and the United States
decided to maintain fusion between themselves as to concessions but, France did not
and it maintained independently. On the other hand, it saw some signs of managerial
autonomy at this time.
Internal unrests in the 1850’s such as Taiping, Nian, Muslim rebellions and
other minor rebellions made the Chinese situation harder aimed at western powers.
Westerners benefited from these political unrests and brought under control of
Shanghai customs. Between 1852-1853, trade declined in Shanghai, and the Taiping
revolution led the financial situation of foreigners to get worse. That’s why the
British consul, Rutherford Alcock, sued that foreign merchants should be exempted
for a time from paying customs dues. Also, in 1853, Small Sword uprising grew out
of the Shanghai governor, western consuls wanted to collect customs dues
themselves. Yet, the Shanghai governor, Wu Sam-qua, came back to Shanghai in
1854. Thus, western consuls attempted to persuade him with respect to entrusting
collection of customs dues to a permanent organization that consisted of foreign
inspectors and they became successful. Wu Sam-Qua accepted this suggestion by
stipulating that the debts of the last two years would be paid. According to this
compromise, the consul would offer who would become inspector, but the governer
would appoint. Inspectors would collect taxes, but they would hand them over to the
governer.110
Foreign control of Shanghai customs was so important in terms of the Chinese
state system. In fact, it was thought of as a local temporary expedience, yet it turned
into a permanent system by extending all around China within a short time. In
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conclusion, whereas western powers were extending their economic and political
activities in China, China was regressing to the same degree.
3.3.4 The Influence of Treaty Ports on Chinese Economy
After the Canton system was removed by treaty ports, foreign merchants who
were freed operated their trade activities around treaty ports laying between Shanghai
and Canton, which ports were so important in terms of tea, silk and cotton because
their commerce was done here. The economic map of China was also proper to trade
and westerners were here, since these regions were the most developed and liveliest
areas of China in terms of its economic capacity. That’s why European merchants
wanted to enter these regions.
Even though it can be said that volume of trade between West and China
increased a little bit, this was not the amount that western merchants hopedfor. The
most significant reason for this was that the Chinese economy still produced by itself
its basic needs without needing to buy western manufactured goods, and trade was
limited with only five ports. To give an example, while Chinese purchases accounted
for 1,750.000 pounds sterling in 1843, by 1857, it only reached 2,450,000 pounds
sterling. As seen in the statistics, the increase was so limited.111
When it comes to the opium trade, the case was so different, for it gradually
went on to increase. In fact, even after the opium war, China exported goods to the
west, in particular to Britain, much more than it imported. Yet, western firms began
to sell opium to China by benefitting from the fact that there was no terms related to
opium in the Treaty of Nanking, because they wanted to balance foreign trade being
in favour of China. The selling of opium to China surged remarkably year by year.
One reason for this was that the Mandarin class did not oppose it due to defeat in
1842.
On the other hand, it is important to note that the increase of Chinese foreign
purchases did not lead to the same effect or benefit in the determined five port zones.
Some of them benefited from much more than others especially, Zhejiang and Fujian
where the production of tea and silk was abundant. From 1845 to 1858 whereas
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selling of tea in Shanghai was surging noticeably, in the same period in Canton it
was declining. Canton was not the main city of tea export anymore. In Canton and
neighbors surrounding it, the decline of trade created discontented masses who
would become the most prominent actors of the Taiping revolution.
3.3.5 Second Opium War and Treaty Revision
The sides of the Treaty of Nanking were dissatisfied because there was some
inadequacy in exerting. The most important situation was that China was faced with
the Taiping movement at this time. France and Britain, that wanted to benefit from
that internal situation, sued for extending the Treaties of Nanking and Whampoa by
applying to Chinese officials. In terms of sides, the most significant demand was that
diplomats of both sides would remain permanently in Peking on the basis of equality
of states. However, Chinese officials opposed and refused permanent missions, and
then they implemented distraction tactics as always.112
It is necessary to note that the treaty signed with the U.S in 1844 covered only
a 12 year period, and at the end it enabled a revision. The most favored nation clause,
thus, led other powers to demand the same rights. Firstly, Americans did not
organize a negotiation with Yeh, a Chinese commissioner in Canton, and then Britain
failed as well. Great powers were dissatisfied with conditions in Canton, and
according to many people, the only way to negotiate with China was the use of force.
Britain had allowed trade ships to use a British flag for a while in order to
encourage opium smuggling. Also, these vessels would be freed from bandits by
means of a British flag. The Chinese tried to prevent British activities too. Two
important events led the sides to conflict once more. One was that Arrow, a Chinese
ship registered by Britain, was stopped by the Chinese and some of ıts crew were
detained in 1856. Furthermore, according to British claims, Chinese disrespectedthe
British flag. Britain demanded the return of the ship and crew. 113 Although the
Chinese officials firstly refused this will, they fulfilled this demand with an
unsatisfactory manner. This gave rise to increased hostilities between the parties.
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Another important event was that a French Catholic missionary was killed by the
Chinese in 1856. Therefore, France participated with Britain in 1857, and the Lorcha
war broke out.
Four countries, Britain, France, Russia and the U.S that were of close contact
with China sought for ways of establishing more satisfactory relations with China.
The conciliation policy that Britain had exerted since 1842 came to an end after
1856. At that time, France was an unimportant trade partner for China, but it was of
two important interests on China. One was that Chinese would be tolerated aimed at
French mission, and the other was that France would take on responsibility of
protecting Roman Catholic missionaries. France had a problem against the Chinese
government with respect to the trialfor murder of Abbe Chapdaloine.114 Abbe
Chapdaloine was a missionary who penetrated China. He was captured by Chinese
officials, and then he was executed by a decision that a Chinese magistrate gave. In
response to this event, France joined Britain in the second bombardment of Canton.
Thus, Britain and France operated a common expedition under the leaders of Baron
Gros and Lord Elgin.
Altough Russian and American ministers took part in this operation, they did
not attempt any hostile activity aimed at China since they were instructed by their
governments in that direcion. The U.S continued to implement a policy with regard
to maintaining peaceful negotiations. Yet, according to the representative of the U.S
in China, the U.S must use force in order to extend their interests. Even furthermore,
the British ambassador in Washington suggested a triple alliance aimed at China, but
Washington went on with its own policy. Minister Reed was instructed with respect
to cooperate in peaceful methods, and not participate to hostile activities. Just as the
United States, Russia also, became involved in a peaceful process. Due to its advance
in the Pacific, Russia was constituting a pressure on China. Thus, she realized its
demand of chance with regard to regional status of the northern region between the
two countries by means of the Treaty of Augin with the Chinese court. China would
recognize Russian existence in the northern region of Argun and Amur.
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That’s why France and Britain moved tothe Tientsin region in the North. This
was followed by both American and Russian negotiators, and western powers
divided into two groups. On the other hand, even though Britain struggled with other
problems like the Crimean War, and war against the Mongols in India, it sent to
China troops, and Canton was bombarded and occupied by Britain and France.
Forces, that benefited from Chinese defence that was undeveloped, began to advance
towards Peking by acquiring many places. The Treaty of Tien-tsin was signed on 26
June 1858 with Britain and on 28 June 1858 with France. 115
The Terms of the Tien-tsin Treaty;
• Eleven new ports would be opened to European trade
• A British mission would establish in Peking
• Throughout Yangtze river freedom of navigation would be provided
• China would allow British citizen to buy land in China
• British citizen could be tried in their own courts.
• Missionary activities would be permitted by Chinese government
• Trade treaty would be revised
• Opium trade would be permitted
• China would pay a war indemnity
• Formosa would be opened to France trade
As a consequence of this treaty, it can be said that Britain made China a semicolonized country. In the Chinese point of view, the importance of these terms was
not understood exactly, for it did not believe relations on the basis of equality among
states. The Chinese considered some of terms as unimportant and unnecessary
privileges. Following the Treaties of Tien-Tsin, Russia and the U.S signed their
treaties with China by benefitting from the most favored nation clause.
When Frederich Bruce, new British ambassador, arrived at China in order to
exchange instruments of ratification of the treaty, he saw water ways going to Peking
were closed by the Chinese. In response to this, he demanded from the British naval
force a troop in order to remove obstructions on his way. However, Chinese forces
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responded to British force by shooting. When conflict came to an end, it left 519
deaths.116
This meant the first Chinese triumph against the west and removed temporarily
the thought of weaknesss of the Chinese army. Lord Palmerston sent Lord Elgin to
China to operate a joint expedition with France. After a long preparation period,
Britain and France sent a large army and navy to Pe-chili on August 1860. These
forces burned and destroyed the summer palace of the Chinese emperor on October
1860. In 1860, 200,000 troops were advancing from Tientsin to Peking. Meanwhile,
the Chinese emperor escaped to Jehol and did not come back to Peking. He died
there. On 25 October 1860, the Treaty of Tien-Tsin came into force via Peking
agreements.
China seems to have been opened to European trade through the Treaty of
Tient-Tsin, but in practice, the sitiuation was so different, since just as Taipings
dominated the whole Yangtze basin, they also established a capital and government
in Nanjing. They were opposed to foreign trade. Britain and France should have
reacted to this group in order to implement the 1858 Treaties. Thus, the Peking
government supported British and French forces against Taipings. After long
conflicts, western forces captured Nanjing and removed Taipings in the Yangtze
basin from 1862 to 1864. Therby, the last obstruction was eliminated with respect to
opening of China to the west.117
The penetration of the west on China rapidly started to rise, and as a result of
this penetration the trade balance of China was affected negatively under trade
agreements because it did not halt importation of European goods and did not
determine new liabilities. Moreover, it did not force foreigners, but Chinese goods
anymore. The efflux of silver constantly, paved the way for general impoverishment
in China in conjuction with inflation, stringency and financial crises. Because of no
liquid-capital, China had to take foreign loans to pay its debts. However, foreign
creditors wanted security gurantees in exchange for loans, which guarantees were
generally more economic privileges. As a result of the most favoured nation clause,
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these privileges were given to other countries, which did not give any loan to China.
Thus, China started to go to an economic and political disaster.
General impoverishment, of course, did not appear in all social classes. The
only exception groups were peasants and the old upper classes. They benefited from
trade made with the west and accumulated their capital. They became europeanized,
sent their sons to take a good education in Europe, and also bought land from the old
gentry. These groups who learned capitalist methods via trade with Europe set up the
first industrial undertakings in China. These people mainly, lived in trade ports in
particular, in southern China. The region between Shanghai and Canton was the most
developed region of China.118
It is important to note that the occupation of Peking and acknowledgement of
1858 Treaties did not lead the Chinese people and government to change their
thoughts about foreigners or belief in Chinese superiority. According to them, they
accepted these treaties under pressure and they would not give these privileges
voluntarily. While the world changed rapidly in the nineteeth century, China did not
keep up with the conditions of the time and continued to boast with its past. It did not
try to accommodate new conditions itself, except for its defence force partially. As a
result of China not accepting new conditions, it began to lose more than anyone else.
119

3.3.6 China Gives New Concessions to Russia
The second opium war and revision of treaties proved that the struggle that
China had conducted against western norms for more than 70 years in international
relations was in a serious crisis. Although China exerted distraction tactics
diplomatically, there was an important question, since the Chinese empire was facing
with more powerful countries than itself. Once upon a time, China disregarded the
demands of barbarians, particularly with respect to equal superiority, and she mocked
them whereas the situation was so different now that foreign powers made a show of
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force and they demonstrated their military superiority. Foreign armies managed their
demands to be accepted by Chinese governments by invading the Chinese capital.
Whereas China was signing new treaties with western powers, Russia joined
negotiations by wanting new rights. The frontier between Russia and China had not
changed since the Treaty of Nerchinsk signed in 1689. Russians had been
represented in Peking for approximately 150 years, and this made Russia in a
priviliged position compared to other countries, for Russia was the only country
having a mission in Peking. Also, the Russian population in Siberia increased
significantly in the same period. Russia was of more or less the same interests with
other western powers in China. While using power by Britain and France aimed at
China, Russia benefited from all concessions to westerners given by Chinese without
participating to conflict, but through the most favored nation clause. However, unlike
interests of other westerners, like spread of religious, trading in coastal area, Russia
also, had different aims. According to Russians, decline of Qing dynasty was an
opportunity for Russia to divide the Chinese empire and combine its external
colonies to Russia. For Russians, there were three important regions; Manchuria,
Mongolia and Xinjiang. Russia surged it’s existence in these zones step by step by
compromising with local princes via giving money and gifts to them.
On the other hand, one important point is that in 1847, Kont Nikolay Muraviev
was assigned by Tsar as governor of east Siberia. Muraviev benefited from both
Chinese external situations and internal situations while signing two important and
advantageous treaties with China. Muraviev’s policy was to support Russian advance
while China was in a state of war with Britain and France, and collapsing due to
internal uprisings. Thus, China ceded the left side of the Amur river to Russia with
the Treaty of Aigun signed in 1858.120
Russia appeared with a mediation proposal in the dispute of 1860, and this
meant an intervention and threat for use of force in a way. The plenipotentiary of the
tsar in China, Nikolay Ignatief, persuaded the Chinese emperor that only Russians
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could push out western powers from Peking, and only Russians could provide
Western powers to abide by the terms of the treaty suggested by the Chinese.121
Russia made stunning land demands in exchange for its help. She sued for a
region known as Vladivostok. Thus, Russia gained a significant foothold in the sea of
Japan, which it set up a naval base there, and also, gained such a big territory.
Furthermore, Russia made a deal with China with regard to opening of Ulaanbaatar
to Russian trade and a consulate. China supported Russia due to only one reason; in
order to use one barbarian against another barbarian. Whenever according to
Chinese, treaty powers were in a dominant position in Peking and a neighbor
surrounding it, it applied this policy. Yet, the consequences of this were very heavy
in terms of China.
3.3.7 Taiping Revolution
Defeats, in the first opium war were, for certain, the heavest defeats of the
Qing dynasty until that time. However, the empire faced with not only this defeat but
also, internal turmoils. In the following ten years, violation of internal turmoils
increasingly grew due to provocation of foreign powers. The Qing dynasty literally
collapsed in terms of economic and military situation. Furthermore, Manchus could
hope to recover thanks to the help of foreigners.
It can be said that nearly all of China faced with internal uprisings at that time.
On the one hand, those who fought to revive the Ming dynasty, which they terrorized
in Guangdong in the middle of 1850, and on the other hand, Muslim secessionists
dominated in Yunan in 1855 and other Muslim secessionist uprisings that started in
1862 advanced in both Shanxi and Gansu. Also, armed peasant groups became active
in Anhui and Jiangsu since the begining of 1851.122
Opium wars and opening of ports led to common discontent among people
against the Manchu dynasty. Some secret organizations were established in order to
destroy the Qing dynasty and replace it with the Ming dynasty once more. The most
interesting man of the following several decades was Hung Hsiu-ch’üan, a leader
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who declared a new religion in China under these circumstances, and also, Hung
claimed that he descended from Hakka. This new religion was a combination of
confucian doctrines and protestant. According to Hakkas, they were grandchildren of
Hakka who took part in the wave of the first immigration towards the south. Hakas
migrated to Southeast Asia within that time. The majority of people were farmers
who worked under negative conditions of that time in terms of financial,
environmental and demographic pressures. Hung failed in confucian examinations
several times. One of the examinations was related to quotations of the Bible
prepared by a Singapore branch of the London Missionary Society (LMS). This
would affect Hung in his later life. Thus, Hung declared a new religion being a
combination of Confucian doctrines and protestant. This was called “God
Worshippers”. He managed to band together impoverished Hakka peasants around
himself within a short time. According to Hung, he would become liberator of China
just as Jesus had been in the western world. Having announced his task, Hung firstly,
began his task with converting of his friends and relatives’s religion. He made first
comrades, charcoal makers, local doctors, peddlers and farmers into kings, and made
himself emperor.123 Later on, He and his followers started to destroy all Buddist and
Confucian temples. Afterwards in 1847 when he came to Guangzhou, he attempted
to spread his religion rapidly, and continued to collect worshippers. His movement
was a social movement rather than religious and it found response from peasants.
The program of Taiping took inspiration from Confucian doctrines as well as
Christian ideas and was prepared;
• All assets would become communal
• Land would categorize according to equal distribution between man and
woman and its fertility
• Systems of administration and tax would be revised
• Equal rights would be given to women with that of men and they could fight
together with men, and also, they had right to access official position. They
had to get married but with monogamist
• The use of alcohol, tobacco and opium would be forbidden and prostitution
was illegal
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• Foreigners would be accepted by Chinese as equal to themselves.
According to Taipings, Manchus were described as devil or hellhound.
Taipings considered that Manchu must be destroyed immediately, which lets The
Heavenly Kingdom of Great Peace be established. Except for the Taiping movement,
the main aim of all other movements was to revive the Ming dynasty and return the
time to 1644. However, according to Taiping, the Manchu dynasty was the last of the
foreign dynasties that followed each other, so time had to be returned to B.C 221124.
Having spent three years in Guangxi, the number of Hung’s worshippers
significantly surged. Some of them were capable of military organizations and
tactics. Taiping adhered to its program and exerted its bans. By 1849, Manchus sent
troops to Taiping for a sudden attack, but Taiping managed to repel the assault and
thus, the movement evolved into a nationalistic movement. Hung declared himself as
the king of heaven. Hung and his followers started to advance towards the North by
leaving Guiping.
This journey of Taipings lasted approximately two years and firstly, they
acquired Hankow in 1852. In spite of many attacks and many people who gave up
their beliefs, Taiping went on to gain new supporters. As Taiping grew in terms of
numbers and support, it managed to procure equipment. They had arms, their navy
consisted of small boats, and money. Thus, they acquired Nanjing in 1853 and made
it the capital.125
After Taiping entered Nanjing, commanders of Taiping celebrated their
triumphs and built a new capital instead of going towards Peking. This led them to
lose their momentum. Even though they decided to advance again two monthslater,
their king did not lead the Taiping army. They began the expedition towards Peking
in the North and Yangtze in West. Meanwhile, Manchus deployed their troops to
meet the rebelliouspeople. Therefore, insurgents went towards Kaifeeng in the west,
and they took support from Nian insurgents. The Taiping army had to halt near to
Tianjin due to lack of their cavalries and the winter of North, and they would not go
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more anymore. Though they succeeded to advance a little more in 1854 thanks to
reinforcements, they did not obtain anything and halted their advance in 1855.
The other branch of the operation was in the western front. Taiping
commanders saved Anquin and conquered Wuchang again. The Taiping Kingdom
was controlling almost all of the Chinese empire by one hundred thousand
soldiers.126 Their spheres of influence covered all regions from the Yangtze basin to
500 km inland. This affected trade in the region negatively. American missionaries
offered assistance to insurgents since the Taiping victory was far beyond what they
expected. Priest W.A.P. Martin thought they would revolutionize the empire and
open very large lands to preachers. When it comes to France’s point of view, it was
apprehensive because catholicism could be damaged just as buddhism and
confucianismhad been.127 As to other powers, they were mainly optimistic until the
Northern expedition came to grief. All foreign powers were concerned with the
inexperience of the Taiping army, which reports confirmed. Furthermore, there were
some conflicts within their leadership. Two kings who were interested in luxury were
dethroned in 1856 and their supporters were massacred by Taiping. All these kind of
events literally gave rise the Taiping Kingdom to be sent to hell. That’s why foreign
powers supported the Qing dynasty by giving up Taiping.
3.3.8The Collapse of Taiping andThe Role of Western Powers
The Taipimg Kingdom had lost significantly its main characteristics and
military energy in Nanjing at the period of advance between 1853-1855. It was not a
movement that was able to make an action collectively due to lack of mass of the
people. It was interested in regaining power it had lost and also, maintaining its own
existence.
After some assaults by Chinese imperial troops, which consisted of mainly
Manchus, Taiping began to lose and leave territories, especially in Central China,
where it had conquered with the help of another strong popular movement, the Nian
uprising. At the beginning of the 1860’s they were living in further east territories
they had conquered. Their supremacy in these zones was because of their military
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supremacy. In fact, the territories where Taipings lived were of rich resources, since
there were many production centres, and they were proper to trade. However, the
rulers of Taiping did not manage to procure what they needed, and in order to supply
their needs they made pressure on peasants. Thus, in terms of social, politics and
ideological, Taiping entered a period of collapse, and its anti-Manchu and religous
doctrines started to lose significance in the eyes of people.128
As to relations of Taiping to foreign powers, the Taiping state had two
alternatives; either they would work together or against it. The insistence of
Taipings, they were Christians, led missionaries to think that they could convert all
of China to Christianity. Yet, though Taiping represented its goodwill and
approached positively aimed at missionaries, they never allow them to play an active
role. Taiping gave to foreign powers some opportunities only with regard to trade.
Consequently, foreign powers deployed on the side of Manchu with the concern that
they could lose everything if the regime collapsed, after they had concluded their
treaties with the Qing dynasty (the Treaty of Aigun 1858, the Treaty of Tien-tsin
1858, Peking Convention 1860, and the Treaty of Tianjin 1861). According to
foreigners, a weak Manchu was much more preferable than powerful Taiping.
Foreign support was not the only reason of Taiping defeat, but it increased
remarkably the assault capacity of imperial forces against Taiping.
It is important to note that Manchus were not in a position that could overcome
Taiping without taking support, since they had lost their warring abilities due to a
long peace period, like the Mongols. They did not have a spirit to fight. Furthermore,
mandarins and other officials were satisfied, for they could take their money from the
state regularly thanks to the peace period. Three men played a key role in preventing
Taiping from acquiring Peking. Those were Seng-ko-lin-ch’in, Tseng Kuo-fan
(1811-1892) and Li Hung-chang (1823-1901).129
The milestone of struggle was that Tseng acquired Anqing on the North of
Nanjing and made it his central city in 1861 in that transformed the military balance
in the favour of imperial forces. In spite of some attempts of Taipings, defeat was
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inevitable for them, and Li Xiu-cheng was immediately removed from his capital,
Suzhou, and his followers were slaughtered by imperial forces with the help of
foreigners. Occupation forces maintained to advance by capturing other zones in
1862-1863. By the summer of 1864, imperial forces captured Nanjing from Taiping
and slaughtered hundred of thousands of people who included soldiers, civilians and
leaders of Taiping, and thus the Taiping revolution failed its aims, but this affected
the next movements, in particular, the Boxer uprising.
3.3.9 First Loans From Foreign Powers For Modernizataion
It is not certain exactly that when China, for the first time, borrowed foreign
loans. Yet, many resources demonstrate that after defeat in the first and second
Opium Wars, China went towards foreign loans in order to find funds for the project
of modernization in the 1860’s. Both European countries and the U.S sued for China
to borrow money from themselves, because they aimed to increase their influence on
China via loans. However, after the Opium Wars China did not make war with
western powers except for the Sino-French war in 1884-85, so she was dominant in
most of her territories and collected tax efficiently. She did not have to pay
indemnity to other powers. That’s why China would spend loans in two important
aims that she borrowed; modernizing military facilities and constructing the
railroad.130
In the progress, beginning with the first Opium war, many defeats and
rebellions proved the weakness of Chinese military capabilities. For that reason, the
most significant goal of the foreign loan was to modernize and develop the Chinese
army in particular in terms of the navy. Prince Gong established “Zongli Yamen” so
as to carry out relations with western countries via diplomacy and support the selfstrengthening movement. Zongli Yamen played an important role with regard to
adoption of western technology. The basic aim of the self-strengthening movement
was to reform military facilities and Chinese industry. Prince Gong and Li Hong
Zhang were responsible for this movement. They made use of foreign loans, advisors
and technologies. They backed up local governers, in terms of finance, trying to
build arsenals in some port cities like Shanghai, Nigbo, Nanking, Foochow and
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Tianjin with the help of foreign advisors. Consequently, though China had the 7th
largest navy on earth thanks to the self-strengthening movement, the project was so
expensive and inefficient since guns and other instruments manufactured in China
were of less quality and inferior models compared to that of the west. Thus, the
government imported foreign weapons, resources and components for weapon
production especially from European countries. In addition, China was of an
important economic burden, for he had to pay a large amount of cost to foreign
advisors and technicians. Therefore, she borrowed 100,000 Dollars two times in
1864 and 1884.
When it comes to railroad construction, the need of a railroad grew out of both
some commercial centres such as Shanghai and Tianjin developing so fast in the mid
19th century and the government had to meet the needs of a growing population in
large cities like Beijing. Furthermore, China needed a rail road system in terms of its
national defense due to threats that European countries caused.
Germany and the United States as well as Britain and France saw the railroad
system as a lucrative project so they were eager to lend money to China. Thereby,
they sent their diplomats, engineers and technicians to China in order to advocate and
convince the Chinese.
However, in spite of all the insistence of westerners, China managed to build
its rail road system by itself due to huge amounts of tax income. The Chinese
goverment allocated annually 2,000,000 taels for railroad construction without taking
financial aid from foreign powers.131 The cost of railroad construction was
approximately 80,000,000 taels and its construction took several years. The fact that
China could finance such a huge project demonstrated Chinese power in the late 19th
century.
Another loan that the Chinese government borrowed was for recovery from
damage caused by the Yellow River Flood that occured in 1877. Heavy rain led the
riverbed to overcome the dikes and resulted in a huge flood. The dimension of
disaster was so damaging that about 900,000 people died and two million homes
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were destroyed, centers of agriculure and commerce devastated. The Chinese
government borrowed money from foreign powers in order to compensate results of
this calamity.132
The loans that the Chinese government borrowed were demanded by local
governers. The amount of loans which European powers gave was not so large and it
had not so much influence on central governments of China. Moreover, the majority
of Chinese people opposed Chinese government borrowing money from European
powers. That pointed out that national sentiment aimed at Europeans was still strong.
China had a chance to increase its income through tax because she controlled most
of her land. All of these conditions were prone for China to construct railroads by
itself without the help of foreigners. In terms of economic status, the Chinese
government could have managed its modernization process in that Chinese utilized
loans to construct arsenals, dockyards as well as railroads. Yet, this situation would
change significantly after the Sino-Japanese war in 1894-95, since China would not
pay its indemnity installment to Japan. Thus, both public finance and modernization
process of China worsened year by year.133
3.4Foreign Presence in China and Sino-French War
3.4.1Western Political and Economic Activity
By the 1870’s about fifteen ports had already been opened to foreign trade in
China. In addition to these, five new ports were opened to trade through the Zhifu
Convention signed between Britain and China in 1876. Accordingly, British
concessions expanded more in these ports. However, it is important to note that
China had not virtually right to control these enclaves because temporary foundations
that westerners had created to administer them began to play a significant role and
became so powerful within time.134
As for international concessions, they formed by fusion of British and
American concessions in 1863, and they were valid in Shanghai. A municipal
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council was responsible for these concessions, and the council would be elected
annually by foreign landowners and leaseholders who were of estate more than value
of 500 tales. The decisions that the council took would be approved by both consular
corps and annual general meetings of electors. This council also, had a police force
for security. The council had the right to collect taxes, and it did it. It fulfilled its
tasks via three departments; public works, finance and police. Though Chinese living
in concessions paid their taxes they were not represented at the council. Thus, the
system considered and established temporarily through the Opium Wars transformed
into a merchant center that was dominated by heads of foreign firms. All affairs and
businesess of the region were determined and made by taking into consideration
interest and benefits of foreigners not Chinese. 135
When it comes to French concessions, they were minutely different from
British and American Concessions, but they were determined in similar lines. Just as
British and American concessions, it was administered by a municipal council which
elected by only foreign residents. The bodies, French consul and an annual meeting
of foreign residents controlled all actions and activities of council. The rights and
tasks of Council were to construct and maintain public works, to use revenues
collected from taxation and to have a police force for security. Chinese did not have
rights to vote and stand for election. Britain, U.S and France attempted to combine
their concessions in international concessions several times, but French opposition to
combination prevented it. In addition to all of these concessions in China, foreigners
had foreign law courts, postal service and organization of customs. Above all else,
foreign authority replacedChinese authority in some important sectors.
Consular courts, for the first time, were created in open ports. These courts
served many powers, via most-favored nation clause, such as Prussia, Denmark,
Holland, Spain, Italy, Austria-Hungry and Belgium as well as Britain, France, and
the United States. In fact, except for Britain, France and the U.S, other countries had
not signed a treaty with China yet. However, they declared that they were under the
protection of a treaty country in order to make use of consular courts. There was only
an appeal of court created by Britain in 1865 in China. That’s why a Chinese wanting
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to applyfor an appeal against a decision taken by other powers courts had to apply for
appeal to Saigon, Batavia, and Manila. The postal services were also, established in
open ports just as consular courts. But, it is important to state that setting up a postal
service was not determined by treaties, it was only a de facto measure.136
First foreign control over the Chinese customs was controlling of Shanghai
customs temporarily at the time of the Small Knife uprising. Yet, this temporary
control turned into a permanent institution within time. By 1861, H.N. Lay, an
Englisman who was an inspector of Shanghai customs became inspector of all
imperial customs. But, after two years, he was replaced with Robert Hart, a British
interpreter at Canton. The centers of customs were moved to Peking from Shanghai
in 1865 since Hart was responsible to the Chinese Foreign Ministry. 137 Just as Hart
had customs commissionaries in significant ports, all of them being foreigners, so
had each commissionaries their own staff. More or less, in 1864 total numbers of
customs workers was 400 westerners and 1,000 Chinese and this number surged to
500 westerners and 2,000 Chinese by 1885. Hart was of a powerful and autonomous
administration in customs because the commissionaries, in the ports were directly
responsible to Hart.
The customs service collected harbor dues and coastal taxes as well as import
and export taxes. In addition to these activities, it was responsible for the upkeep and
improvement of harbors and rivers, coastal geographic surveys, aids to navigation
and so on. In conjuction with the establishment of a postal service by customs
service, it became an independent organization immediately. Thereby, it can be said
that the westerners took over all Chinese administrative and economic structures and
life.
In fact, the creation of a customs service was directly related to the policy of
support, implemented by westerners since the second Opium War, for the Qing
dynasty because according to westerners, it was a preferable situation that the
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imperial government maintains its existence. The customs service provided a large
and regular income.
The inspector general, Hart, was in a very powerful position in customs, which
he represented in a memorandum in 1866 to the Chinese government with regard to
home and foreign policy. He was so influential in the Zhifu Convention in 1876 and
negotiations of the Sino-French in 1885. Whenever the Imperial government
appointed a person in a high rank, Hart had a say. He served as inspector general
until 1908.138 However, it is important to note that except for Hart, other important
figures played an important role in the Chinese machinery of state as well. For
example, an American diplomat, Anson Burlingame, represented the Peking
government in the west. Furthermore, Western military counsellors, especially
French and British, served as advisors in the army.
As to trade, it was as always, the basic economic activity of westerners in
China. From the Treaty of Nanking (1842) to the 1860’s the zone of operations for
foreign merchants was limited, but from 1860 on, it significantly expanded by the
opening of numerous new ports to trade both in Northern China and in the interior.
Foreign goods were exempt from inland customs duties. Foreigners had to pay only
surtax on inland traffic. Since 1870, steam navigation for foreigners was free on
coastal routes and inland waterways. By 1885, the two biggest, Jardine & Matheson
and Butterfield & Swire, eleven large British and American steam navigation firms
operated in Shanghai and Hong Kong, of which the two biggest had offices in both
places. Economic activities were more active in lower Yangtzi, but Shanghai
chamber of commerce bankrolled an expedition of exploration related to economic
possibilities of upper Yangtzi. Westerners grew their scope of operations. The most
important commercial products for westerners were Opium, raw cotton, cotton yarn,
cotton fabric, paraffin, iron and copper, tea, silk and soya beans.139
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Industrial foundations also played a significant role in terms of economic
activities of westerners in China. The first industrial foundations created by
westerners were established between the two Opium Wars; 10 British and 3
American. These 13 industrail foundations were in Shanghai. Later then, the number
of these foundations surged rapidly between 1860 and 1885 and reached 61 foreign
industrial foundations. These 61 firms operated in four distinct categories; 14
shipyards and ship repair shops, 10 workshops processing goods for export. 23 firms
operated with respect to providing everyday needs of foreign communities and
concessions, whereas other 14 firms operated related to cheap labor and Chinese raw
material for the local market. The majority of first foreign industrial foundations
were located in port cities like Shnaghai, Hong Kong, Amoy, Fuzhou, Canton and
Hankou.140
3.4.2 Cultural and Religious Activity and Chinese Reactions
Christianity, for the first time, arrived at China in the 7th century A.D via a
group of Nestorian men of god. It was accepted by a very limited number of people
and maintained until it was banned by a decision of the emperor, Wu Tsung in 845
A.D. However, altough the emperor forbaded it, it went on to exist. In the 16th
century, Catholic missionaries went towards the region once more in conjuction with
Portugesewho came to Asia by means of the sea. Particularly, a Jesuit missionary,
Matteo Ricci who first time, arrived at China played a key role among missionaries.
According to Jesuits, Chinese could accept Christianity without giving up Confucian
rites and doctrines because Christianity does not aim to replace Taoism or
Confucianism they said. To them, Christianity covers current belief systems in
China, but it is in a position over them. That’s why it represents a “supreme ruler”. It
is important to note that Jesuits had many special and important roles in the Chinese
court and scientific works. Yet, the Jesuits period came to an end in 1721, their
churches were looted, and they were exposed to pressure. However, some resources
estimate that there were approximately 215,000 Catholics in China in 1810.141
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Before the first opium war, China was self-enclosed both economically and
socially. China was exporting some products like tea, silk and porcelain to European
market, but according to Europeans, China was not importing adequately. This selfenclosed structure of China was broken up with the first opium war and the Treaty of
Nanking. This treaty made missionary activities possible in China. Roman
Catholicism was nearly established in all Chinese districts as well as open ports.
Especially, they were so active in Sichuan province due to their superiority
numerically. In addition to Foreign missions, Catholics were separated within
themselves and compared to Protestants they were less in number. Catholic groups
consisted of Franciscans, Lazarists, and Dominicans. Yet, each of them became
effectual in distinct provinces. For instance, foreign missions were effectual in
Yunan, Guizhou, Sichuan and Guangdong whereas Jesuits in Zhili and Jiangnan,
Franciscans in Hubei, Hunan, Henan, Shenxi, Shandong and Shanxi, Dominicans in
Fujian, and lastly Lazarists in Zhili, Zhejiang and Jiangxi. At this time, around 600
missionaries belonged to one of these groups, and the number of Chinese Christians
was a few over half a million.142
Catholic missionaries sometimes became interested in economic and technical
subjects. Even though there was only one organization that was interested inthem,
the Observatory of Xujiahuiin Shanghai. This organization was busy with weather
forecast and meteorology. The rest of the Catholic missonaries dwelled in villages
with peasants and small towns in general. They did not come into contact with urban
populations of Chinese society since contact was difficult.
On the other hand, Protestants began their activities in China at the beginning
of the nineteenth century. Their activitity zones were restricted with only Singapore
and Canton. Yet, they expanded their activities in other regions via opening of new
ports to trade. The first Protestant missionary organization in China was the London
Missionary Society (LMS). This was followed by the American Board of
Commissionaries for Foreign Missions (ABCFM) in 1830, American Baptist
Missionary Union (ABMU) in 1834, Board of Foreign Missions of the Protestant
Episcopal Church in the United States (BFMPEC) in 1835, British and Foreign Bible
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Society (BFBS) in 1836, Church Missionary Society (CMS) in 1836 and German
Missionas of Basil and Rhine (GMBR) in 1847, China Inland Mission (CIM) in
1865. Each of them installed in different provinces such as, CIM in Shanghai, LMS
in Canton and Yangtze Basin, BFBS in North, Presbyterians in Shanghai and
Methodists in Fujian and Jiangsu. By 1880, they completed their organizations in 79
towns with 132 missions.
American and British missionaries jointly, set up the China Inland Mission in
1865 in order to start new works inland. CIM was one of 988 missionaries in 1881,
and Protestant missionaries also, had centers in 350 different places.143
Protestant missionaries also played an important role in the Chinese education
system. They had approximately 2,000 primary schools, 400 secondary schools, 13
universities at the beginning of the twentieth century. The most important of them
were, for certain, Hongkong University, Foochow Medical School, St. John
University, Tientzin Anglo-Chinese College, Medical School in Bejing and Shantung
Christian University. Thus, the protestant missionaries activities obtained a
strong foothold in China by way of education foundations.144
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Table-6, Protestant Missionaries Organizations and Activitie in China Between

Church Members

Chinese Christian Teachers

Women Illuminators

473

73

511

90

290

5686

13035

No
Information

1895

1324

252

1157

326

1333

21353

55098

12495

1905

3445

345

5722

897

2583

57683

178251

78528

1913

5186

650

6851

2270

6436

118650

235303

356209

Followers

1876

Total Student Number

Missionaries

Chinese workers

Year

Church Priests

1876-1913

Source: Danacıoğlu Tamur, Esra, “Karşılaştırmalı Bir Perspektiften 19. Yüzyılda Çin ve Osmanlı
İmparatorluğunda Protestan Misyoner Faaliyetleri” ÇTTAD, (V/12,2006)

3.4.3Sino-French War
After the 1860 treaties, the yuangwu policy that the Chinese government
adopted was basically related to a means of getting along with western countries.
However, the wishes of conciliation of foreigners were not like Chinese statesmen
thought. Despite all the good will of the Chinese, in 1869 foreign powers rejected a
suggestion that was presented by the Chinese government on the basis of the 1858
agreements. Furthermore, foreign powers were increasing pressure on China to bear
in the peripheral zones of China whereas the Zhiu Convention went on the process of
debilitating Chinese sovereignty that unequal treaties of 1842 and 1860 gave rise to.
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This significant evolution paved the way for China to start resisting the assails of
foreigners and break out war between China and France when France attacked and
invaded Tongking.145
Prior to the Sino-French war, between China and foreign powers evolutions
that had taken place in China and it’s periphery were crucial. In Central Asia
interventions of foreign powers were directly associated with Moslem rebellion in
particular the Yakub-beg uprising. Russia suddenly invaded the Ili region of northern
Turkestan in 1871. The occupation was apparently temporary and on the aim of
conserving Russian interests in the region. Yet, this Russian occupation led Britain to
worry, after which Britain deployed in the southern part of Xinjiang. In response,
Britain supported Yakub beg because Britain thought that Yakub beg could unite
Moslem khans in the region and become a new Timurid. Thus, Britain would make
use of Yakub beg to constitute a buffer zone in front of the Russian advance. It is
also, important to note that the Ili region and Kouldja that Russia annexed were of
strategic importance for communications in Central Asia.146In spite of all thoughts
and plans of Britain, having suppressed uprisings in Shanxi and Gansu Zuo Zongtang
took Xinjiang region and extinguished Britain’s dreams. Russians were reluctant to
withdraw from Ili and they were even asking for some concessions on condition for
withdrawing. Therefore, a negotiator who Zongli Yamen sent to St. Petersburg in
order to negotiate with Russians signed the Treaty of Livaida in 1879. Yet, the treaty
was a disappointment in terms of Chinese aims due to the incapable negotiator. The
treaty led to important opposition in Peking and he was drawn back. Li Hong-zhong
signed a new treaty in St. Petersburg in 1881 and he could recover much of the
region and concessions and remove some of the indemnity. Xinjiang stayed as a part
of the empire and was opened to the Qing Chinese to settle.
In fact, both sides were reluctant to fight with each other since they were so
distant from their headquarters. However, the Chinese misunderstood this reality and
considered that Tsarist Russia had to acknowledge Chinese demands. This thought
was so dangerous, for the Russians agreed the Chinese demands due to their own
problems and international discontents. Moreover, Japan which had been modernized
145
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and became an imperial power in the far east by Meiji restoration in 1868 became
active on Chinese eastern coasts just as other foreign powershad. Japan gazedat
Korea, and meanwhile, she attacked Taiwan in 1874, but did not occupy the island
permanently. In 1875 Japan annexed the Ryukyu islands lying between Japan and
Taiwan, which Ryukyu islands were a tributary kingdom of China since the sixteenth
century. Consequently, China agreed that fait accompli in 1881.147
Between 1870 and 1880 the concern of foreigners surged on Korea, which was
a tributary kingdom of China and Korea became the main object of a number of
attacks and show of strength from France in 1866, Russia in 1869, the United States
in 1867 and 1871 and lastly Japan in 1875-76. There was a serious rivalry among all
powers, but Japan won the upper hand in Korea by forcing a treaty that opened three
Korean ports to Japanese trade. Despite the treaty, China was willing to conserve its
special relations with Korea.148 Li Hong-zhang, who was mainly responsible for
Chinese diplomacy at that time, sent Yuan Shi-kai to Seoul in order to encourage
Korea to sign new treaties with other foreign powers, in order that Korea could
counterbalance Japanese influence.
As to Vietnam, French annexations between 1862 and 1867 amputate ties of
Hanoi with southern provinces. Like Korea and the Ryukyu islands, Vietnam was
also a tributary kingdom and it was of such powerful economic and political ties with
China. French attacks to North Vietnam always met a strength of opposition of Qing
troops as well as Vietnamese. According to the Chinese, China was still, responsible
for defence of Vietnam though the French enforced by a treaty in 1874 Vietnam to
cut it’s ties with China. The emperor of Annam sued for Chinese help against bandits
in 1879 and he sent also, traditional tribute to Peking in 1881. Trade was so
dangerous and risky between two countries via both land and sea.149 Ultimately,
Chinese troops invaded a large part of the Tongking delta in accordance with the
agreement of the Vietnamese government. These Chinese troops together with
Vietnamese interdicted French designs and plans in terms of commercial expansion.
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However, French designs appeared in 1882 when Henri Riviere invaded Hanoi.
In compliance with Peking agreement some governors of China’s southern provinces
sent small numbers of troops to Vietnam in 1881 and 1882. The court of Vietnam
desperately agreed defeat and signed the French-Vietnam treaty which recognized
French control over Tongking. This situation led empress Dowager Cixi and her
advisors to opposethe treaty vigorously. According to them, Vietnam was not only a
tribute country but also a buffer zone for Chinese territorial security. For that reason,
both China and France rapidly increased their number of soldiers in Vietnam and by
1883 they were fighting. Li Hong-zhang considered that withdrawing of Chinese
soldiers would solve the question, in return France recognizedthe southern borders of
China. Yet, in 1884 defeating of a French troop by Qing troops in Bac-le
extinguished the possibility of negotiation. According to a French supervisor, “this
was the most heavy defeat that we took since Waterloo”. Moreover,on March 1885,
defeat of Langson led the French government to resign.150
Admiral Courbet attacked Fuzhou port and destroyed the modern Chinese navy
that China had just created, and captured the Pescadore islands and Chilung port in
northern Taiwan. In spite of some defeats, the French obtained limited successes as
well. The Treaty of Tientsin signed on June 1885 ended hostilities between both
sides. The treaty was nearly similar to that of last year. According to the treaty,
China agreed to renounce all rights to Vietnam, which Vietnam thus, became a
French protectorate. China would open it’s southwest to French trade. France would
wihdraw from Taiwan and the Pescadore islands. The treaty did not determine a war
indemnity in favor of the French. This was a success for Chinese diplomacy. The
Treaty was only a formula of compromise between the parties.
3.4.4Territorial, Political and Economic Consequences of The Sino-French War
Having signed the treaty of Tientsin on June 9, in 1885 China also signed, a
trade treaty of April 25, in 1886 and a convention of June 26, 1887. All of these
made worse in terms of China, humiliating restraints and terms that foreign powers
enforced on China via unequal treaties. The same situation was valid when Japan
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forced the Chinese government to sign a convention related to Korea on April 18,
1885. This sort of treaty became a part of unequal treaties.151
The Sino-French war led xenophobia to increase among the Chinese in
particular in southern China and Canton. Just as in previous years, peasants who
were supported by local gentry arranged meetings with respect to xenophobia, and
circulated pamphlets. Many of the Catholic and Protestant chapels were attacked by
Chinese peasants from 1883 onwards. In conjunction with the French bombardment
of Fuzhou, agitation reached an intense level. Many missionary centers like chapel or
church were pillaged. In the ports of Hong Kong and Wenzhou the strike broke out
against the French. All these kinds of movements were supported by local officials as
well as Confucian scholars.152
On the other hand, the treaty of 1885 did not include certain concessions just as
treaties that were signed after the opium wars. However, this defeat occured in the
process of self-strengthening and modernization. The Sino-French War of 1884–85
signaled the inadequacy of the Self-Strengthening Movement and the disastrous
consequences of the Dowager empress Cixi’s rule. Her pathetic ignorance would
lead China to further disasters.153 Thus, the prestige of the Chinese state was
damaged seriously.
One of the most significant political results of the defeat of 1885 was that
China was still too weak despite modernization and self-stregnthening policies that
began with the Tongzhi restoration in 1860. Defeat also proved that Chinese leaders
were incapable and a demand of political change start to be discussed among some
people. The humiliation that the Chinese felt strongly was addressed in a defensive
reaction to foreigners and foreigners usually disregarded it. After the Sino-French
war, opposition of foreign people among Chinese was so widespread that it was seen
even where foreigners already existed like Guangxi and Yunnan.
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Altough Guangxi and Yunnan were opened to French trade, in the negotiations
of 1885 and 1887 France agreed that she could not create any extraterritorial
concessions in these towns. That’s why China did not lose territory to France. Even
France renounced all it’s claims to a war indemnity. France hoped that they could
make up their losses via trade. Yet, she was not in a situation to do so. They were
hopeful of the clause of treaty related to railroads, but China was not responsible for
building them by clause.
As a territorial consequence of the Sino-French war, it can be said that China
ceded its right to protect Vietnam to receive tribute from Vietnam by recognizing all
treaties signed between France and the empire of Annam. In terms of that reality, it is
important that China recognized the Hue Treaty of 1883 that made Annam a
protectorate of the French.
Before signing the Treaty of Hue, Vietnam along with some countries in the
Asia like Nepal, Burma, Laos, Korea and Siam was a part of China’s system of
tributary countries. Though there was no written treaty, only by tacit agreement
China provided for protection of these countries without intervening in their home
and foreign affairs. In return, the Chinese emperor took some gifts from them at
regular intervals. These special relations with tributary countries were of vital
importance with regard to territorial and border security of the Chinese emperor
because the Chinese saw these countries as buffer zones.154
Another important territorial consequence of the war was that the French
wanting to maintain and expand their influence by use of force if necessary, appeared
as a very powerful neighbour on China’s southern border. That threat naturally paved
the way for other losses of territory since such concessions that foreign powers won
or obtained with unequal treaties became rapidly independent enclaves.155
The weakness of Chinese territorial power gave rise to economic penetration of
foreigners to increase pressure on the Chinese economic system. Two new places
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near the Tongking frontier, Longzhou and Mengzi were opened to trade by the 18851887 negotiations. Thus, while France was creating a consulate in Mengzi, China set
up a custom Office. Furthermore, according to treaty businnesmen could benefit
from dwelling under French protection. Manhao, where it was downstream from
Mengzi, was also opend to trade and France had the right to send an agent there from
the Mengzi consulate. By means of treaties customs dues on export and import were
reduced significantly in these regions. The treaty of 1885 included an important
clause for railroad construction. Namely, if China decided to build a railroad, she
would call French industry and capital to help in the construction project. All these
kinds of clauses or benefits contributed to consolidate privileges or judicial rights
foreigners won after the first opium wars.
3.4.5 The Challenge of Japan andSino-Japanese War
Unlike many of China’s neighbours, Japan had rejected for a long time the
consideration that China was the centre of the world. As an island country, Japan
have developed a culture and tradition that was special to itself because it was so
distant to any continent and was isolated. Japan was nearly a homegenous country in
terms of both race and language, and Japanese were of holy ideology that they were
descended from a holy lineage. For that reason they protected their unique indentity
like a religous duty.156
The traditional political philosophy of Japanese alleges that Japanese emperors
were descended from the sun goddess who gave birth to the first emperor and then
gave right to rule to her own lineage. That’s why Japan saw itself as different than an
ordinary state like China. The sense of supremacy which both countries were of
originated from distinct reasons. Namely, while the sense of Chinese supremacy was
related to a universal empire, Japanese supremacy was associated with insecurity of
being an island state. Chinese uniqueness saw China as the only real civilization and
it called for barbarians to come to the middle kingdom and transform. As to the
Japanese perspective, it supposed that Japanese uniqueness was based on racial and
cultural bases and accordingly, the Japanese rejected to share this uniqueness with
whomever was born outside of Japan.
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Japan had not set up any relations with foreigners for a long time since it would
damage Japanese uniqueness, and she was isolated. The only relations of Japan in the
international order was with the Ryukyu islands and Korea, where Japan constituted
its own intercourse. However, it is important to note that Japan took many
foundations from China in order to defend itself against China.
Other Asian countries acknowledged the Chinese tributary system so as to
enter Chinese markets. Yet, Japan did not accept this relation. According to the
Japanese, they were equal to the Chinese and they insisted. Between the sides,
discussions did not reach a solution, for both sides considered itself as a centre of the
world and rejected the protocol related to trade and considerations of the other.
Japanese leaders were hoping for a challenge and watching Korea where she
was under the superiority of successors of Chinese dynasties. Therefore, the foreign
policy of Japan was in paradox between isolating Japan from homeland and taking
the place of China. Just as China, Japan met with western ships in the nineteenth
century that were of foreign technology and superior strength. In the example of
Japanese an American admiral, Matthew Perry’s ships anchored in the Japanese port
in 1853. Yet, contrary to China, Japan avoided opposing them. Japan met with
western technology and rearranged it’s institutions with western style. When the
Japanese emperor, Meiji came to power in 1868, he announced a Japanese decision
“information would be looked for and so the basis of empire would be
strengthened.”157
In conjuction with Meiji’s restoration, great changes occured in both home and
foreign policy of Japan. The restoration extinguished feudalism in Japan at least on
the surface. As Japan westernized, it start to follow an imperialist policy in the far
east. Meiji restoration and use of western technology resulted in important economic
development in Japan as well. As Japan developed in terms of military as well as
economically she started to demand some concessions that China gave to other
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foreign powers in the previous years. Japan saw that Chinese supremacy was hollow
and started to look for ways of defeating China.158
Having begun to improve, Japan changed its foreign policy, for she was not
rich in terms of raw material that she needed to maintain her development, and her
population was increasing rapidly. For that reason she looked for new conquests in
Asia. Because of the geopolitical location of the country, as an island country, Japan
firstly wanted to obtain places where they were the nearest to itself. Thus, Japanese’s
expansionist policies started from the 1870’s and onward. Japan’s basic aim was to
constitute a wide girdle under Japanese domination so as to provide security and
prevent any attacks to the Japanese homeland. This girdle included the Kurile
islands, Sakhalin, Korea, the Ryukyo Islands, Formosa, the Philippines, the Caroline
Islands, eastern China, Manchuria, eastern Siberia, the Netherlands Indies, IndoChina and the whole of China.159 Japanese and Chinese ambitions significantly
conflicted with each other over Korea.
Even though the Chinese empire was an expqnsionist system, she did not enter
to a country forcibly. She always was of only demand: recognition of the Chinese
emperor and its superiority. The dependance was symbolic and countries was nearly
independent. Koreans who were independent in the 19th century came to agreement
in very convenient conditions with China. Korea expressed its adherence to China,
and she adopted confucian moral doctrines and the Chinese alphabet in offical
correspondance. As to Peking, it was so interested in all events in Korea because it
was seen that Korea looks like a bridge for possible invasions in terms of China.160
In the far east China and Japan signed a treaty called the first “Sino-Japanese
Treaty” in 1871 and since then Japan started to go towards imperialistic policies. She
attacked the Ryukyu islands and Formosa in 1874 by pretexting Chinese attacked
and killed Japanese who lived in the islands. Japan withdrew with war indemnity
provided by 1874 treaty. Yet, in spite of the treaty, Japan invaded the Ryukyu islands
by violating the treaty once more without declaring war on China in 1876. This was
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followed by Japanese penetration into Korea in the same year. By 1885, Japan
announced that Korea was a joint interest zone between China and Japan.161
Korea reflected the Japanese approach due to geopolitical conditions.
According to the Japanese, foreign supremacy over Korea was a threat to Japan.
Mongols had tried to invade Japan twice via the Korean peninsula in previous
centuries. Japan saw an opportunity in the weakness of Chinese supremacy in order
to obtain supremacy over the peninsula, and looked for ways for becoming supreme.
Furthermore, she brought forward some economic and politic demands.
The demands of China and Japan linked with Korea were controversial. In
1894 when a Korean uprising came out, both China and Japan sent their troops to
Korea: China 3,000 men and Japan 18,000 men. By capturing the king of Korea,
Japan established a government that was a supporter of Japan. Thus, two states
wanting to establish supremacy over Korea met in 1894 and China declared war on
Japan.
In response Japanese captured southern Manchuria via Korea and invaded
some places in northern China. The Japanese navy captured Formosa as well. After
The Japanese navy destroyed the Chinese navy, China asked for the United States to
become mediator and L Hong-zhang was sent to Shimonoseki in Japan in order to
negotiate an armistice. Thus, both sides signed the Teaty of Shimonoseki in 16 April
1895.
• China and Japan would acknowledge the independence of Korea
• China would cede Liaotung peninsula, Pescadores islands and Formosa to
Japan
• China would pay 145,800 war indemnity to Japan and until this indemnity
would be paid Wei-hai-wei would be held by Japan.
Thus, by means of the Shimonoseki Treaty, Japan proved to other powers that
Japan was a world power.
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3.4.6The Consequence of Shimonoseki and Reactions
The Treaty of Shimonoseki led Russia to worry about Manchuria and northern
China due to gains that Japan won via treaty, for these gains of Japan could prevent
Russia from carrying out its designs relating to the region. Accordingly, Russia was
dissatisfied that Japan settled on the Liao-tung peninsula of China and Korea. Russia
was relaxed when she learned that the independence of Korea was agreed in
Shimoneseki.162 However, Liao-tung was still the subject of discontent for Russia
since Japan could become a powerful prevention on the road of Russia wanting to go
towards the south and also capture Manchuria. It is important to note that Russia
started to construct the Trans-Siberian railway in 1891 and according to designs, this
railroad would go to Vladivostok. Yet, Manchuria would reduce the time if it passes
through Manchuria. Russia also wanted to extend this railway to Beijing.163
Moreover, with the settlement of Japan to Liao-tung peninsula it would be too
near to Beijing, so Japan was of an opportunity to pressure over Beijing easily. In
response to this reality, as soon as Russia learned of the peace terms that Japan
dictated to China the Russian cabinet met immediately and decided Russia needed to
have a port in the far east coast. This decision meant that Japan should be removed
fromthe Liao-tung peninsula.
However, Russia could carry out this decision only by means of war or
diplomacy. She did not opt for war because of its weakness of power in the far east.
That’s why she prefered diplomacy as a means. Yet, since she did not encourage to
move by itself she proposed a joint action with regard to removal of Japan from
Liao-tung by applying to France, Britain and Germany in April 1895. Germany and
France supported Russia in this subject. In fact, Germany was not intendingto
capture land in the far east. Yet, she was of other considerations. According to the
Germans, if Russia was busied in the far east, they could operate freely in European
politics.164 On the other hand, Germany suspected an alliance of Russo-French. For
that reason, Germany encouraged Russian events in the far east,as she wanted to
weaken that alliance by means of adventure of far east. Germany was
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apprehensivethat if Germany did not support Russia this would reflect on relations
between them over Europe. All of these calculations gave reason for Germany to
advocate Russia.
When it comes to France, she helped Russia due to the 1894 alliance agreement
between the sides. According to France, if they did not support their ally, the alliance
could weaken. Accordingly, France could stay by itself against the rise of Germany
in Europe. Thus, France supported its ally immediately.
On the other hand, the attitude of Britain was surprising for the Japanese during
the Sino-Japanese war. Britain started to have sympathy for Japan at the end of the
war. In conjunction with Britain suggested Japan to give up settlement to Liao-tung,
she did not oppose the treaty of Shimonoseki. Furthermore, Britain did not agree the
proposal that France, Russia and Germany insisted in order to move in concert.
Altough the terms of Shimoneseki was contrarian to the integrity of China, which
was a principle of Britain’s foreign policy, Britain did not reject the terms because
they thought that a powerful Japan could obstruct Russian extension in the far east
and equalize Russia. Moreover, China did not have a strong intercourse with Korea
for a time and Korea was a small part compared to China.165
Consequently, Russia, Germany and France sued for change of some terms of
Shimonoseki by giving an ultimatum to Japan on 23 April 1895 so as to downgrade
Japan in Asia politics. They announced, by setting forth the independence of Korea
and peace in far east were in danger, Japan needs to withdraw from Liao-tung. Japan
had to withdraw from Liao-tung by signing a new agreement with China in 1895,
since she could not struggle with three powers at the same time. Thus, Japan’s sphere
of influence in Asia reduced and this result proved that a war between Russia and
Japan was inevitable in Asia.
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3.5 The Breakup of China
3.5.1The Battle of The Concessions
European states moved away from the Japanese threat in Asia that constituted a
serious threat over China. It can be considered that they apparently served Chinese
interests, but they took some important concessions in exchange of this help. So they
competed with each other with respect to gaining new concessions that it was said to
that competition “battle of concessions.”166
Russia was, for certain, forerunner of this competition. According to the Treaty
of Shimonoseki China had to pay to Japan the first installment of 400,000,000 Franks
war indemnity in 1895. Yet, China was not capable of paying this installment, and so
she borrowed 400,000,000 Franks from both Russian and French banks, and the
Russian government granted this debt. However, Russia would get something in
return for this loan. One of the most eminent officials of the Chinese government, Li
Hung-chang, went to St. Petersburg in order to participate in the coronation of Nicola
II. The finance minister of Russia, Cont Witte, suggested an agreement for alliance to
Li, by stating the Japanese threat on China had ended for now, Russia wants to help
China more efficiently in case this threat appears once more, but China must provide
for necessary apparatus and opportunities, for Russia could help effectually. In
response, Li agreed to this suggestion and the sides signed a secret alliance treaty on
the 22 May 1896. That alliance was directly aimed at Japan. The Treaty pointed out
that the sides would help and support each other in the event that Japan attacks one
of the sides. Russia could take advantage of all Chinese ports and other opportunities
in the case of war. In return, Russia protected China, China allowed Trans-Siberian
railroads to pass in Manchuria.167
When China and Russia signed a concession agreement for a railroad project
on the 8 September 1896, they also, agreed the establishment of a Russo-Sino bank
which would finance the project. This concession was given to a Russian company.
This company would have right to operate mines and resources in certain distant
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areas in both sides of places where the railroad passes. Russian police would also
provide security in these areas. The term of the concession was limited to 80 years
and at the end of that time the railroads would be taken over by China without
paying. China had the right to take over this railroad after 37 years, but she would
have to pay at least 700,000,000 Rubles. Consequently, Russia was entering to
Manchuria with the project of the eastern Chinese railroad.168
However, concessions were not enough for Russia. In 1897, when Germany
took Kiaochow port, Russia invaded Porth Arthur in Liao-tung peninsula.
Furthermore, she signed a new agreement with China on March 27, 1898 and leased
Dalny port for a period of 25 years. This agreement permitted Russia to construct a
railroad between Harbin and Dalny. This project was the southern Manchurian
railroad. Russia took control of Manchuria like that. This was followed by a new
agreement signed on June 1, 1899, which gave Russia the right to link the Siberian
and Manchurian railways with Beijing. All of these concessions gave rise to Russia
setting up supremacy in the far east.
Germany also wanted to benefit from events because she supported Russia and
wanted to gain new privileges from China. According to the Germans they should
not have made the British fear and so they wanted concessions at places being distant
to British interests. Kiaochow, in Shantung was convenient for them, but they did not
have an excuse to invade. In response, Catholic missionaries who lived in Shantung
peninsula were killed, and Germany found the excuse that she looked for. This was
followed by German invasion of Kiaochow. Germany signed an agreement with
China on March 6, 1899, and by means of that agreement she leased Kiachow for a
period of 99 years. Germany could establish a naval base there and manage a 50km²
region around Kiachow, even though the region was under Chinse supremacy.
Lastly, even though Germany won the privilege of constructinga railroad in the
Shantung peninsula, unlike Russia, security around of railroad would be provided for
by the Chinese.
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On the other hand, France that maintained in Indo-China its existence was
concerned with southern China. She signed an agreement with China on June 20,
1895 as well. The agreement gave a large part of the upper Mekong region to France.
By means of a second agreement signed two years later, China opened Kwang-si,
Meng-tze and Yunnan to French trade. Just as Russia and Germany, France gained
the right to construct a railway between Tonking and Yunnan. Unlike Germany, she
could provide security around the railway. France also could operate mines of
Yunnan, Kwang-si and Kwantıng provinces.169
The third important agreement signed between France and China on April 5,
1898 led China to certify agreements signed with regard to railways. Another
agreement signed on May 27, 1898 between the sides determined the French leasing
time of Kwang-tcheou for a period of 99 years. Kwang-tcheou covered
approximately 800 km².
These kinds of concessions that Russia, Germany and France won led Britain
to become apprehensive. In fact, Britain obstructed France to go forward in south
east Asia by signing an agreement with France in 1896. Yet, agreements that France
signed with China contributed to French advances towards the north. Furthermore,
Russia and Germany won significant new concessions. They separated China into
spheres of interest. Britain chose as her sphere of interest a large region in Yang-tze
and it’s surroundings. Every movement and attempt was a threat for Britain in this
region. According to Britain, the worse movement was that Russia settled in Liaotung peninsula, since Liao-tung was so near to Beijing and Russia was building a
naval base there. Britain did not persuade Russia with regard to withdrawal from
Porth Arthur in negotiations. When Russia leased Porth Arthur via March 1898
agreement, Britain signed an agreement with China. China offered Britain to lease
Wei-Hei-Wei in order to balance Russia. Thus, China and Britain signed an
agreement on April 4,1898. According to this agreement China would lease WeiHei-Wei to Britain and Britain would operate its activities in all rivers of China.
China would not give concessions to any other power. Thus, on July 1, the sides
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signed a separate agreement that leased Wei-Hei-Wei to Britain. Accordingly,
Britain took under protection the Yang-tze basin via this agreement.170
However, according to Britain this was not enough to control its sphere of
interest and so they signed seperate agreements with Germany and Russia. By these
agreement the sides determined and recognized their spheres of interest. The
separation of China into spheres of interest among European powers meant the
“break up of China”.171
These sort of spheres of interest consisted of economic interests. Yet, these
agreements reduced Chinese political authority and supremacy over determined
regions. Consequently, the process of break up of China paved the way for American
reaction (open door policy), Chinese reaction (Boxer rebellion) and Japanese reaction
(Russo-Japanese war 1904-1905).
3.5.2 American Open-Door Policy (ODP)
The United States had two important policies in the framework of its open-door
policy aimed at China since she began trade relations with it. One was to protect the
land integrity of China, and the other was to protect the principle of equal
opportunity for every state trading with China. The way to provide equal opportunity
was, for certain, the principle of the most favored nation. According to this principle,
if China gives any new privileges to any other country, all states trading with China
benefit from these privileges.
The U.S did not obtain domain in China on the basis of these two policies.
However, new events run counter to policies of the U.S. In 1894-1895 the SinoJapan war, European states which saved China from Japanese invasion, some regions
belonging to China started to divide China among themselves as special domain.
This constituted a serious controversy to the U.S’s policy, for every state had the
right to decide and determine trade conditions in its own domain. This led them to
take a measure in order to conserve their own citizens’s interest in China. Thus,
every state within its own domain, became a monopoly in trade and made China
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accept not to give any concessions to other states in these domains. This meant that
every domain started to seem as if it was the land of a European state.
While European states obtained these new privileges from China, the U.S
stayed outside agreements since the U.S was busy with firstly, the Cuban uprising
and then the Spanish-American war. The only exception for the U.S was that one
American company obtained the Hankou-Canton railway concession.172
After finishing the Spanish-American war, the American position in the globe
changed by obtaining the Philippines from Spain, because the U.S became a pacific
power as well as an atlantic power. The nexus and relations of the U.S to the far east
became crucial. Furthermore, when this new situation combined with the Chinese
market taken over by European powers, America went towards an open-door
policy.173
In fact, the linchpin of the open-door policy was Great Britain because she
initiated the first movement. Britain had exerted an open-door policy since she
initiated trade relations with China. It’s most effectual instrument was the most
favored nation clause in that through this way, Britain protected equal opportunity
and provided that other powers did not obtain more economic advantages than itself.
Some events occured in 1898-99 that led Britain to take new measures;
• Britain would watch the partition of China by staying distant
• To join partition of China, Britain would follow a policy by itself in order to
stop this partition
• To conserve the land integrity of China, Britain would move in conjunction
with other powers
However, it is important to note that Britain was in conflict with France in
Africa, Russia in the near east, and the Boers in South Africa. For that reason, she
could not follow a common policy with both France and Russia. To be able to
implementan open-door policy, in 1898 Britain suggested to the U.S to follow a
common policy in order to prevent violation of the open-door policy terms by other
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powers. Yet, the U.S did not respond positively to this proposal, partly due to the
Cuban uprising as well as the Spanish war, and partly because this suggestion would
have led the U.S to become involved in European politics.174
However, following this suggestion,theAmerican invasion of Hawai and the
Philippines gave rise to the U.S attitude to change, since while American interests to
China were becoming more crucial, other states were trying to divide China. This
was an obvious threat for American interests. What kinds of policy could the U.S
follow in this situation ?. In fact, she had three alternatives. One was to watch events
and not to become involved, but China was seen by Americans as a large market and
investment resource, so this policy was not possible in terms of applicability. The
second alternative was to determine a domain for itself and compete with other
powers. Yet, as a power, the United states followed a policy aimed at the land
integrity of China,but since the begining could not implement this policy. The last
option was to protect American interests in other powers’s domains. This was the
most applicable policy compared to the former two options.175
This last option only could have been implemented in cooperation with other
powers. However, conditions of this time was not proper to cooperate. That’s why
the foreign minister of the United States, John Hay, decided to move by himself. He
made some demands by giving a note to Britain, France, Germany, Italy and Japan in
September 1898.
• States would not intervene in each other’s obtained rights and domains
• Chinese government would collect all customs dues of goods imported and
exported in domains in all ports
• In domains, with tariffs executed both in ship transportation and in railway
transportation, ports dues paid in these regions would not exceed the sum let
for their own citizens
They did not respond like what the Americans hoped. Rather, they neither
accepted not refused. All responded that they would accept only if other powers
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accept. The only vague reply was belong to Russia. But, Americans considered as if
it was a positive response.176
Meanwhile, new events were happening in China. The most important event
was for certain, the Boxer uprising that began in the summer of 1900. In response to
this event, America expanded the scope of the open-door policy by adding two new
terms and sent to other powers via a new note.
• The protection of land and administration integrity of China
• The principle of free and equal trade for every country all around China
Thus, open-door policy transformed into policy integrity of China rather than
parttion policy. The U.S made China accept this policy in this way by making a deal
with China in October 1903. However, European states would accept the open-door
policy in latter years, in the period of the Republic in China with Washington
Treaties in 1922.
3.5.3 Boxer Rebellion and Western Powers
The break up of China and benefits that Europeans obtained via wars and
treaties triggered a reaction of Chinese people to foreigners. These reactions were in
two different forms. One is xenophobia and the other is the reform movement. Yet,
the failure of the reformist movement and reformists led to xenophobia among the
Chinese to grow.
The reform movement grew among Chinese intellectuals after the Japanese
defeat in 1895. This defeat and success of Japan that had been opened for 50 years to
the west, led intellectuals to believe to be the necessary of making reform. The most
notable man of the reformists was Dr. Sun Yat Sen, who was educated in Hawai and
Canton and knew western ideas and culture. Sun attempted to prompt a revolt in
Canton in 1895, but he failed and so he escaped from China.
After the escape of Sun, Dr. K’ang Yu-we’i became a new leader of the
reformists. He had different perspectives and thoughts from Sun Yat Sen. Namely, he
wanted establishment of a constitutional monarchy rather than a revolutionary
movement, and to him, reforms should have been carried out step by step. 177 Kwang
Hsu rust who became the new emperor in 1889 was also a proponent of making
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reform. Thus, the new emperor carried out many reforms by making new laws.
Reforms brought about partial success in the army, administration of state and
economy. However, reformists could rule only for 100 days inasmuch as many
conservative soldiers and civil servants reacted to these reforms. Reformists and nonreformists clashed and theemperor fled from Peking in September 1898.178
Following these events, empress Tz’u Hsi, who was known as xenophobic,
came to power again. She supported xenophobia immediately. There were many
organizations, all of which were xenophobic.179 The most prominent of them was the
Boxers, which Europeans named. The Boxers prompted a revolt in Shantung in 1898
and went towards Beijing and entered the city on June 13,1898. The Empress
obviously advocated insurgents. The number of attacks increased against foreign
embassies in Beijing, the German ambassador was killed, and many foreigners
asylumed to foreign embassies.
In response to the spread of uprisings and attacks to other regions of China,
foreign powers having interests in China decided to suppressthe uprising under the
leadership of Germany, which proposed to interveney. The German general,
Waldersee, was appointed to command this foreign coalition. The United States sent
approximately 5,000 troops to China with the international coalition. The Coalition
consisted of troops of The United States, Britain, Germany, France, Russia, Japan,
Italy and the Austro-HungarianEmpire. Allied troops suppressed the uprising within
a short time and entered Beijing in August 1900. Europeans also benefitted from the
Chinese in this operation. The Boxer uprising was endedwith the Beijing Convention
signed in 1901.180According to the Convention;
• China would pay 700,000,000 Franks indemnity within 39 years. For this
incomes of Chinese’s salt and customs duties would be seized by foreigners
• Customs tariffs would increase with 5 % in order to simplify the payment
• Some Chinese officials would be sentenced with either punishment or jail
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• In order to protect embassies troops would stay permanently in each embassy
and Europeans would provide for security in areas from Beijing to sea
• The protocol rules would be increased for ambassadors and foreigners to
negotiate with the emperor
• Weapoon importation to China would be banned for two years and if
necessary, Europeans could prolong the time
As a result of this convention, it can be said that China paid a heavy penalty for
the Boxer uprisings. However, the uprising proved that the Chinese would not stay
without reaction with regard to the colonization of China. After the escape of Tz’u
Hsi foreign powers discussed the future of China. They even thought of sharing
China among them. In response to American insistence, they decided the Manchu
dynasty had to stay in power. However, in 1911 the Manchu dynasty would be
destroyed via a revolution started by Sun Yat Sen and China would declarethe
Chinese Republic.
3.5.4 Japanese Reaction (Russo-Japanese War 1904-1905)
The Russo-Japanese war wasa direct reaction to that break up of China caused
over Japan, because though Japan overcame China, Japan gave back the Liao-tung
peninsula, which it was on a strategic position in Asia for the Japanese. Furthermore,
European states won more concessionsfrom China. Japan especially, was angry to
Russia that settled and established a naval base in the Liao-tung peninsula. However,
Russia was such a powerful state that only military preparation was not enough in
terms of Japan. She also needed a diplomatic support.181
According to the Japanese the most beneficial alliance could be set up with
Britain since having abandoned an isolationist policy Britain wanted to sign an
agreement with Germany and Russia, but she did not manage it. Britain’s interests
conflicted with Russian interests in both the middle east and the far east, and so
Britain was looking for an alliance that could keep Russia busy in the east. Before
Britain moved, Japan had suggested to set up an alliance in April 1901. However, the
signing of the agreement came late seeing that Japan negotiated with Russia as well.
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In response to British discourse, the emperor of Japan decided to make an alliance
with Britain in December 1901.182
Ultimately, the Britain-Japanese alliance was signed on January 30, 1902.
According to the agreement, the sides particularly agreed certainty on Korea as well
as their interests in China. The sides stated, if any attack or uprising happens aimed
at their interests, they would protect their interests. Moreover, if one side enters into
war in order to conserve its interests, the other side would become or stay neutral and
try to interdict any other state to enter war against its ally. Yet, if a third country joins
the war, the other side would help its ally immediately and they would make war
until the end of the war and make peace only together. They would not make a peace
being against each other’s interests and the alliance would be valid for five years.
While this agreement was being signed, Britain provoked Japan on Russia and
promised that gains would not be taken back by any power just as in 1895. Thus,
Japan was in support to challange Russia with respect to Korea. In 1904, Japan cut
diplomatic relations with Russia and then the Japanese attacked the Russian fleet at
Port Arthur without declaring war, surprising the Russian navy and earning an early
victory. In the course of the following year, both sides battled in Korea and the Sea
of Japan, with the Japanese scoring significant, but costly, victories. Japan’s sea
supremacy played a key role in these victories. War casualties were high on both
sides. Just at the battle over Mukden, the Russians lost 60,000 soldiers whereas the
Japanese lost 41,000 soldiers. In terms of military costs the situation was not
different.
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and India, only to be half destroyed by the Japanese upon its arrival in Tsushima in
Northeast Asia. 19 warship of the Russians37 were sunk, and five of them were
captured by the Japanese under command of admiral Togo. By 1905, the
combination of these losses and the economic cost of financing the war led both
countries to seek an end to the war.184
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Japan asked the president of the United States, Theodore Roosevelt to become
intermediator and was ended up with the Treaty of Portsmouth on September 5,
1905. Korea. According to treaty;
• Russia recognized rights of Japan on Korea, but independence of Korea
would maintain.185
• Japan and Russia would withdraw from Manchuria by means of stipulation
Japan and Russia would not give up their rights on Liao-tung peninsula.186
• Russia was to renounce southern Sakhalin islands, Port Arthur and Liao-tung
peninsula to Japan. Furthermore, She was to recognize right of Japanese to
fish in its coast and Bering sea. 187
In terms of China, the Russo-Japanese war appeared to have important results.
Firstly, Japan gained new concessions with respect to Manchurian railroads by
signing an agreement with China on December 22, 1905. At the end of 1905, Japan
wanted to invade Manchuria, but it did not manage this because of Chinese
resistance and opposition as well as rejection of European states. Another important
result of the Russo-Japanese war on China was that it started the collapse of the
Manchu dynasty and establishment of the republic regime.
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CONCLUSION
Chinese civilization is one of the civilizations that have the longest histories of
humanity. Even in the periods of the Qin and Han dynasties, China built many canals
and roads, used standardized units of measurement and continued to expand in
Korea, Vietnam and its surroundings. She harmonized a Chinese culture consisting
of many different cultures and peoples. For that reason Chinese civilization is quiet,
old and rich. Unlike celestial religions, since Confucianism focuses on social order
rather than spiritual and human relations, Confucius and his doctrines plays a key
role in this civilization.
The Chinese had significant inventions in the history of humanity as well.
Paper, paper money, the compass are the most important of these inventions.
Furthermore, in the last period of the north Song dynasty (960-1120), scientific
research was supported, an examination system was developed, the birth of neoconfucianism occurred, and gunpowder was invented. That’s why this epoch is called
the “Chinese renaissance”. However, it is important to note that these inventions
were not useful in terms of technology. Inventions did not provide production.
Chinese civilization was far beyond that of the west in terms of a meritocratic
system, while choosing civil servantsand bureaucrats. Administrative ranks were
opened to all Chinese in the 6th century. Chinese were responsible for confucian
doctrines in examinations. Europe had an aristocratic system at this time and was
divided into many small kingdoms, after the fall of the Roman empire. Whereas
China was the most advanced country in the world and hadan important effect over
her neighbours. Her neighbours accepted her superiority. In the middle ages, Europe
could not compare to China, and, they borrowed many inventions from the Chinese.
The interesting point for Chinese civilization is that people knew that they could not
prompt a revolt and rulers could use everything and every method in order to
maintain their powers. This constituted a stable structure. Yet, natural phenomena
could trigger people and change the ruling dynasty, and then the system could go on
to a new dynasty.
On the other hand the creation of many inventions in China stopped between
around 1300-1500. Economic recession was common. The Mongol invasion nearly
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brought to an end scientific research, and the Chinese became a second class people.
The Yuan dynasty (1179-1368) ruled the country by overcoming the Song dynasty.
At that time, in England,the Manga Carta Libertatum (MCL) was acknowledged.
Unlike the individualism and freedom of the MCL, Chinese society was centralized
politically.
Although China was the leader of world with respect to navigation technology
in the epoch of the Song Dynasty (960-1279), she failed to start an age of conquests
and inventions because she did not want to obtain overseas colonies. In the age of the
Ming dynasty (1368-1644) China reached Java, the Horn of Africa, the Straits of
Hormuz, and India. The age of conquests of Europe had not begun yet in 1405-1433,
when China made many important expeditions. However, these expeditions declared
only the superiority of China and these expeditions of Admiral Zheng. He was
stopped by a sudden decision of the emperor, for threats from northern borders
changed Chinese priorities and the capital moved to Beijing from Nanking. The next
Chinese emperorswere also not interested in expeditions and the huge Chinese navy
was destroyed, and all records were extinguished. Thus, China did not make new
expeditions.
The isolation of China in the field of navigation led the idea of the Central
Kingdom to appear among them. According to this idea, China was unique and in the
centre of the universe. China did not go abroad looking for raw material, since she
was ruled by this idea for a long century. According to this view of the Central
Kingdom, other kingdoms were only stages of the central kingdom. China was far
beyond Europe at this time, not only in land and population size, but also in welfare.
Other peoples knew a little about China and her resources, because China was a selfsufficent and self-enclosed country. China was the biggest part of Asia by itself.
When it comes to relations of Chinese to Europeans, China did not come into
contact with Europeans for a long time by closing borders to them. Though first
contact was made by Marco Polo in the 13th century, contact and mutual interaction
did not continue. Mutual interaction could start in the 16th century ultimately. But
this relation was so limited because Canton was the only opened port to European
trade. China for the first time came into contact with a European state, Portugal, in
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1516.In the following years Portugal became a monopoly in Chinese trade and
became effectivein southern China, especially in Canton. Jesuits, especially Jesuit
missionaries, also were powerful in the Chinese court and in China. Even though
missionaries tried to spread Christianity in China by converting firstly lower class
and then the emperor to Chiristianity, they failed because religousbelief was private
in China and already at the begining of the 18th century all missionaries activities
were forbidden.
After Portugal other western nations, Spain, the Netherlands, Britain, the
United States, came to Chinese ports. As relations with Russia started to have border
problems in Siberia, and China for the first time signed a western style agreement
with Russia; the Treaty of Nerchinsk (1689). China was avoiding relations with
Westerners in that she did not see them as equal to herself. Moreover, she did not
need them inasmuch as she was rich in terms of resources. Trade relations were
carried out with a system called “the emperor’s merchant” since 1702. However, the
Cho-hong system replaced this system within 50 years.
In the late 17th century and at the begining of the 18th century it was China
that had the best living standards in the world. China manufuctured by itself one third
of total world production. Europe was a second class actor, and China was exporting
many products to Europe. However, it is important to note that events that took place
in China after the 1600’s remained at the local level, whereas events spread in
Europe and regionalized. This brought recession in the Chinese economy and in
many fields, while in Europe scientific and technological advances were starting.
Furthermore, natural disasters and popular movements became influential in
theChinese recession. Thereby, the downfall of China since the mid 18th century
started to be constant. The most significant reasons for this were foreign wars, rapid
population increase, natural calamities domestic uprisings, the desire of the emperor
to build and the financial burden that desire to build caused, and that Europeans
started to trade with China.
Plenty of silver began to flow to China in the 18th century when China started
to export tea and silk. High profit that commercial activities brought prevented
industrial developments in China, because trade was more profitable than industry.
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This thought is one of the factors that obstructed development of China, since
Chinese gentry adopted an attitude against industry. Though there were many
insttitutions in different fields, development was not enough. Businessmen who were
controllers of capital opted to buy land rather than support industrial investment,
seeing that they considered that land was safer. That’s why China did not transfrom
an agrarian nation into a modern nation.
Unlike China, Europe developed in shipbuilding, military and navigation
technology in the 17th and 18th centuries. Europe regarded science and technological
developments and also capital accumulation, and this thought paved the way for the
industrial revolution to start in Europe. Moreover, the financial system enabled
people to invest in and develop inventions. Thus, trade advanced and new regions of
world were exploited. Capitalism replacedfeudalism and effects of the west and the
industrial revolution were seen all around world.
Russia obtained the right to open a legation and commercial agency in Beijing
in 1727, when an agreement was signed that revised the 1689 agreement between
Russia and China. By means of this agreement China started to give foreign
capitulations for the first time. Europeans interpreted these steps as the beginning of
diplomatic relations between China and Europe. Yet, this was a misunderstanding
and led to important political conflicts in the 19th century. In the following period of
the industrial revolution, having completed the colonization of Africa, European
powers coveted China, that was the biggest empire of Asia.
Especially Britain that developed in navigation and industry rapidly in the 18th
century was interested in China. Britain was maintaining her trade via the EIC in
Canton. She sent McCartney to China with a large fleet and he brought a letter
written by British King George III who wanted the Chinese emperor to open China
to trade. However, the Chinese emperor did not accept British will in the negotiations
and the first attempt failed. The kowtow question arose between the sides in
negotiations. Furthermore, McCartney brought gifts not tributary, but according to
Chinese traditions the emperor was superior to everything. McCartney wasalso
claiming that the British king was equal to the Chinese emperor. For that reason a
reconciliation did not happen.
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At that time other western nations were interested in China, too, but in the eyes
of the Chinese, China did not need them, and they needed China. Accordingly, the
Chinese looked down on westerners by disdaining them. All these events led Britain
to change her policy and the new policy was to obtain the monopoly of the EIC.
Britain managed this aim in 1833. According to Britain, China was an important
market for the British textile industry, and commerce made by the EIC did not meet
the needs of Britain. Furthermore, Britain’s attempts to establish official relations
with China was rejected in every time, so Britain decided to change her policy once
more, but opium that the EIC brought from India and sold was a significant profit.
Accordingly when China banned the opium trade, Britain decided to follow an
interventionist policy. The first Opium War broke out in 1839 ended with the signing
of the Treaty of Nanking in 1842. Thus, China had to accept nearly all conditions.
This treaty was the first treaty to lead theunequal treaties period to start in terms of
China. China opened five new ports to trade and accepted to pay a heavy indemnity.
It can be said that the 19th century was a European century in conjuction with
technological developments and the industrial revolution. European powers spread
their superiority all around the world in that century. As to the Ottoman and Chinese
Empires, one was the sick man of Europe, while the other was the sick man of Asia.
The 19th century is remembered by the Chinese as a humiliation century. Her share
in total world production decreased 6% by 1900. China also would be surrounded by
new empires like France, Britain, Russia and Japan. Between 1790-1840, China
doubled her population, and this prevented mechanization in industry because labor
was so cheap.
In the years following the first Opium War, many events took place like
Taiping, Nian, Muslim, White-Lotus uprisings and natural disasters such as drought,
flood, led to weakness of China and intervention of western powers. Thus, Manchus
lost their authorities in some parts of the empire, but thanks to the mandarin class, the
country could evade absolute destruction. However, in spite of heavy defeat in the
first Opium War, the Chinese considered that they were still superior to Europeans.
This thought would change via defeat in the second Opium War. Allied forces
burned and plundered the summer palace of the emperor and the Chinese emperor
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escaped from Beijing to Jehol where he died. The Treaty of Tianjin and Peking
Convention signed after the second Opium War put an end to superiority thoughts of
China. Treaties gave European powers the right to set up a military base, diplomatic
immunity and right to move freely to their citizens. Thus, China lost her superiority
and authority even within her own country.
Foreign loans that were borrowed after the second Opium War led China to
give new concessions to both creditors and non-creditors through the most favoured
nation clause. This was to push China to political and economic turmoil. China did
not keep up with world conditions that developed and changed,and lost more than
everyone else in the 19th century.
The reason for Chinese weakness against foreign intervention lies in Chinese
philosophy. According to this philosophy, because China is the middle kingdom in
the centre of the universe, she should not establish any diplomatic relations and must
follow a self-enclosed policy. Therefore, China did not have enough information
about westerners and their technologies, since she did not set up diplomatic relations
for a long time. In short, China paid the penalty for her isolationalist policy.
On the other hand, all these wars and interventions led to domestic problems.
This forced China so much in terms of military and economic policies in the 19th
century and Manchus needed foreign help. Some secret organizations wanting to
destroy Manchus and reestablish the Ming dynasty were organized at that time. A
new religion called “God Worshippers” appeared under the leadership of Hung HsiuCh’üen in southern China and it spread among peasants rapidly. Their aims were to
destroy Manchus and set up The Heavenly Kingdom of Great Peace while aims to
other organizations were to destroy Manchus and reestablish the Ming dynasty. The
Taiping rebellion broke out in 1850 and advanced rapidly. They made Nanking their
capital by acquiring it in 1853. However, from this point onwards their advances lost
momentum. While Taiping’s controlleda large part of China, western powers were
indecisive with regard as to whether they would support it or not. However,
weakening of the Taiping movement led westerners to support the Qing dynasty.
Also, if they had supported Taiping,the concessions that they obtained via treaties in
1858 and 1860 would have put into risk. Accordingly, a weak China was more
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preferable rather than a Taiping victory. With the help of westerners Manchus put an
end to the Taiping rebllion by obtaining Nanking in 1864. Yet, the Taiping rebellion
would affect the next rebellions, especially the Boxer rebellion.
After the Opium Wars, China started a modernization policy, by adopting
western technologies, that aimed to develop mlitary capabilities. This policy was the
self-strengthening policy and covered military and industrial reforms. Yet, since
these policies had significant financial support from the first foreign loans China
borrowed for these aims between 1864-1884. In spite of all attempts, modernization
and the self-strengthening policy of China proved its failures in the Sino-Japan war
in 1894-1895.
The weakness and defeats of the Chinese in the 19th century led western
powers to give many concessions. To give an example, since the second half of the
19th century, foreigners had their own courts, postal services, customs organizations,
schools and so on. Rights that foreigners had in the economic field was tranfroming
China into a semi-colony bit by bit. For instance, China gave control of Shanghai
customs to foreigners temporarily, but it converted to a permanent situation within
time. Furthermore, foreigners took on the administrative and economic structure of
China over time. Foreigner’s most important aims were to trade since the first Opium
War. Opium, raw cotton, cotton yarn, cotton fabric, paraffin, iron and copper, silk
and soya beans were the most significant subjects of this trade.
Another field that westerners became effective in in China was cultural and
religous activities. Especially Jesuits became influential in the Chinese court since
the 16th century, in addition Catholic missionaries were in China with the aims of
religousconversion. However, missionary activities were forbiden in the18th century
until the first Opium War. After the first Opium War, missionary activities started
once more, and protestants began to come into China as well as catholic
missionaries. Protestants differing from Catholics came into China with commercial
aims rather than religious aims. Education foundations played a key role in Protestant
activities.
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After the second Opium War, China did not conflict with westerners until the
1884-1885 Sino-French War. Vietnam was a tributary country that had powerful ties
to China, and attacks and designs of France in northern Vietnam led Vietnam to ask
for the help of the Chinese, and so war broke out in 1884-1885. While China ceded
her rights on Vietnam with the Treaty of Tientsin signed in 1885, Vietnam became a
French protectorate. The most important result of the war was that it increased
xenophobia among Chinese especially, in southern China,and Chinesepeople
attacked some missionary centres. As to the political result,it was to prove the failure
of the Tongtzi Restoration, started in 1861, in which modernization and selfstrengthening policies played a critcal role in restoration.
In terms of China, the Sino-French War was not the last war in the 19th
century. A new rising power and war were at the door. The Japanese emperor, Meiji,
who came to power in 1868, started a restoration period and westernized Japan.
Japan would follow an expansionist policy in the far east, since she needed resources
in order to maintain her development and had not enough resources. Both countries’
interests over Korea conflicted with each other. Korea was a tributary country just as
Vietnamhad been. China and Japan sent their troops to Korea in 1894 when an
uprising broke out in Korea. When Japan capturedthe Korean king and established a
puppet government, war broke out. War spread to northern China, Manchuria and
Formosa islands rapidly, but the Treaty of Shimonoseki was signed in 1895, whereby
the United States mediated. This war was the last defeat of China in this humiliation
century.
Western countries reacted to the treaty because the treaty carried Japan to a
superior position in Asian politics. Westerners demanded new concessions on
condition that they help China against a Japan that threatened so seriously. These
demands were called th e“battle of concessions”. This battle means that it was a tacit
agreement that foreigners shared China among themselves. Russia, France, Germany
and Britain had their own “sphere of interest” in China, and so China lost her
authority and rights in these spheres. Spheres of interest led the US to follow an open
door policy aimed at China, and the Chinese to start the Boxer rebellion.
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The reason forthe American reaction was that the US remained out of sphere of
interest and every country that had a sphere of interest was in a domain position in
that sphere. That’s why the US began to follow an open door policy towards China.
In this context, the integrity of China, rather than partition of China, became crucial.
The other reaction to the break up of China was the Boxer rebellion, started by
the Chinese. The Rebellion included xenophobia and will for reform. Reform
movements arose after the defeat by Japan, but since it failed it triggered xenophobia.
The Reformist movement lasted only 100 days and the reformist emperor escaped
Beijing on September 1898. Thus, empress Tz’u Hsi, being a xenophobic, came to
power and supported the rebellion that Boxers, one of the secret organizations,
caused in Shantung in 1898. Thanks to the empress’s help, the Boxers went towards
Beijing and attacked foreign embassies. Therefore, under the lead of a German
general, the Europeans intervened to suppress the rebellion and captured Beijing in
August 1898. The Rebellion ended with the Peking convention, signed in 1901, and
China had to pay the penalty for the consequences of the uprising. However, the
rebellion proved that the Chinese would oppose colonization of China by foreigners.
Though Manchus remained in power, that would not last long. Consequently, over
the course of the 19th century, relations, wars, interventions and treaties between
Chinese and westerners, combined with a nationalistic movement against Manchu,
would destroy the Manchu dynasty in 1911 and the republic, for the first time in
Chinese history, would be declared in 1912.
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