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ÖZET

[Zorba,Fareed].

[Sakin Şehir Uygulamasının Jericho Şehri'ne Uyarlanabilirliği:

Filistin Jericho Şehri Örneğinde Betimleyici Bir İnceleme]. [İşletme Yüksek Lisans
Tezi Ankara, (2017)].
Cittaslow İtalya’daki küçük bir yerleşim merkezinde ortaya çıkan bir düşüncedir ve bu
düşüncenin sahibi insanların daha iyi bir hayat sürmesi gerektiğine inanan söz konusu
yerleşim merkezinin belediye başkanıdır. Bu düşünce geleneksel mesleklere ve el
sanatlarına sahip çıkan ve organik ve mevsimsel tarım yapmak suretiyle insanların
sağlıklı yaşama hakkına saygı gösteren geleneksel yaşam tarzını yeniden canlandırmak
için küçük yerleşim birimlerinde ortaya çıkan bir hareket olarak kendini göstermektedir.
Bu tez Cittaslow hareketine ilişkin kriterlerin, Filistin’in Eriha şehrinde uygulanma
ihtimalini incelemeyi ve ayrıca Cittaslow fikrini hayata geçirmek için turizm sektörünün
sahip olduğu imkan ve kapasiteyi ortaya koymayı amaçlamaktadır. Bu tez Cittaslow
kavramını uygulamak için gerekli güç ve kapasiteye sahip Eriha gibi bir şehirde yaşayan
insanlar için çok yararlı olan Cittaslow kavramı ve içeriğinin uygulanması konusunda
eksiksiz bir açıklama yapmak suretiyle bilimsel alana katkı sağlamaktadır. Ayrıca bu
çalışma Cittaslow kavramını uygulamak için Eriha şehrinde bulunan resmi kurum ve
kuruluşlar açısından da güvenilir bir kaynaktır.
Toplanan bilgiler görüşme ve anket araçlarının her ikisinin de kullanılmasıyla analiz
edilmiştir. Bu çalışmanın en önemli sonuçları şunlardı: Turizm Yasası sıkı bir biçimde
uygulanmamaktadır ve bu yasa Filistin’de Ürdün döneminden kalmadır. Eriha şehri
Cittaslow kavramını hayata geçirme ve onu yaşamın her alanına uygulama güç ve
yeteneğine sahiptir. Bunlara ilaveten Eriha şehri pek çok yönden Cittaslow yaklaşımına
uygundur.
Bu sonuçlara dayanarak araştırmacı Filistin Turizm Yasasının geliştirilmesinin ve buna
göre uygulanmasının gerekli olduğu ve buna ilaveten turizm alanında faaliyet gösteren
özel ve kamu sektörleri arasında ve uluslararası kurum ve turizmin tarafları arasında
ortaklıklar kurulmasının amaçlanması önerisinde bulunmaktadır.
Anahtar Kelimeler: Cittaslow, Eriha, Yavaş Hareket, Turizm, Sürdürülebilir Kalkınma.
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ABSTRACT
[Zorba Fareed]. [The Susceptibility of Applying the Cittaslow Approach in Jericho City].
[Master Thesis in Business Administration Ankara, (2017)].
This thesis aimed to study the possibility of applying the Cittaslow movement criteria, in
Jericho city in Palestine. In addition to discover, the capabilities of the tourism sector to
apply the idea of Cittaslow. There was an obstacle to find the literature related to
Cittaslow in Jericho, and this is strength for this study to be the first one done in this
subject in Jericho city, this thesis considering the contextual and cultural differences of
Jericho city. The thesis gives a full image of the applying of Cittaslow concept and
contents. In addition, this study is a trustful resource for the official bodies in Jericho city
to apply the concept of Cittaslow.
Cittaslow is an idea appeared in Italy in a small town, that idea has been developed to be
a movement works in the village in order to: restore the traditional life with traditional
professions and handicrafts. Respect people healthy life by producing an organic and
season agriculture.
Whereas, the study required another tools for achieving its objectives, which is the
quantitative tool by developing a questionnaire for the people who work in the tourism
sector. A poll survey purposed to discover the opinion of the community working in the
tourism sector by analyzing the gathered information using the both tools: Interview, and
Questionnaire. The most important results conducted from this study were that, the
tourism law is not applied in a strict way, and it is working from the Jordanian era in
Palestine. Jericho city has the capability to apply the Cittaslow concept and practice on
the aspects of life. In addition, Jericho city matches many aspects in with the Cittaslow
approach. One of the most important results of this study was that the Israeli occupation
affects negatively the development of many aspects of life in Jericho city in particular
and other cities in the WEST BANK in general.
Based on those results, the researcher has recommended that there is a necessity for
developing the Palestinian tourism law and be applied. In addition to developing, the
partnerships between tourism private and public sectors and between the tourism parties
with the international bodies intend in the tourism sector.
Key words: Cittaslow, Jericho, Slow Movement, Tourism, Sustainable Development.
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INTRODUCTION

Palestine is one of the Arab countries that located in the middle east with a
population of twelve millions (12,000,000) in total that is divided into three areas
which are: Westbank with an amount of three millions, Gaza with an average of two
millions, and 7 millions outside Palestine. It occupies lands of 27000 km2 that are
rich in water resources such as the Dead Sea in Jericho and many historical places
like Al-Aqsa Mosque in Jerusalem and Nativity Church in Bethlehem. Palestine has a
city that it considers as one of the oldest and lowest cities in the world with a 250m
level under the sea surface which is called Jericho (Al-Arab Newspaper, 2013).
Jericho characterized with it fertile lands that valid and useful for agriculture issues.
Moreover, the tourists come to Jericho for several purposes such as: relaxing in the
Dead Sea that is famous in all over the world with its treatment substances, and for
religious reasons (Baptism in Jordan River). Jericho has two key advantages makes it
worth to be visited that it has a nice weather in winter and spring seasons and it is a
safe city. The tourism sector in Jericho has many obstacles as well. The lack of
infrastructure,

foreign

investments,

tour guides,

and

independent bodies that

supporting the tourism in Jericho. For this purposes, the tourism sector must be
developed. Cittaslow is a Sustainable Tourism development strategy that promotes
the calm and cultural uniqueness of the city to rise economically by developing its
tourism sector. Also, Cittaslow is an Italian word that translates to “Slow City”. It is
the term that adopted by an international network of cities who have adopted this
concept and work collaboratively to develop an approach that is a contrast to the vast
global development imposed by a capital corporate-centric world. This thesis aims to
study the application of the Cittaslow concept on one of the most ancient city in the
world “Jericho”. The research in hand attempts to present the capabilities and
competencies of Jericho city, in order to decide if Jericho city can implement the
Cittaslow criteria and standards, In addition to the comparison between the Jericho
city
Capabilities and the “Cittaslow” criteria. A qualitative technique is used to answer
the research questions by conducting interviews with the official bodies in Jericho
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city as a tool to gather data. By using this data it is possible to attempt Cittaslow
criteria to the Jericho City for several reasons.
The research consists of five chapters, where chapter one includes the
theoretical framework, literature review, research objectives and research questions
as well, While the second chapter explains the general information about Jericho city
and its capabilities towards being a Cittaslow. In the other hand, chapter three
evaluates the Jericho City capabilities and competencies towards the Cittaslow
contents and criteria. The forth chapter illustrates research methodology and the
results of gathering information as well. In addition to, the opinion of the researcher
towards how Jericho city could be connected with the Cittaslow movement.
Finally,

in

chapter

five

the

reader

can

find

recommendations which reflect the outcome of the research.

the

conclusions and

3

CHAPTER ONE
CITTASLOW THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK AND
PROPOSAL OF THE RESEARCH

Cittaslow is an international organizing forming a union of the towns around
the world who adopted the concept of slow tourism. A Cittaslow town focuses on
highlighting what is important and special about that town and its surrounding area in
a slow-paced manner. These towns aim to preserve their unique qualities, to enhance
the quality of its local’s lives. Although the recent globalization trends created
numerous opportunities for new markets and cultural exchange, it also lead to
promoting uniformity in lifestyle, which blocks the expression of individuality and
creativity at the local level (Radstorm, 2011).
According to Cittaslow statistics, there are currently 238 members in 30
different countries. These members form 18 networks. A Cittaslow network is a body
that unites several Cittaslow cities that share common interests or geographic
proximities.

The

intension

behind

these

networks

is

to

maintain

direct

communication between members and to create a sense of cooperation and
accountability

among

the

members.

Cittaslow

organization believes that the

formation of such networks help individual cities focus on the track of preserving its
uniqueness (Cittaslow Website, 2017).

1.1. The Cittaslow Movement

Implementing the Slow City concept in a city provides uniqueness and
prosperity for the community in that city, both rural and urban development as well.
The majority of those cities are located in Italy. A number of Germany cities
have implemented the idea and concept and have enrolled in the Cittaslow
movement.
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In addition to a number of states that have cities applied the slow city concept,
and have been included in the Cittaslow international movement: Norway, UK.
For a town to become a member of the Cittaslow movement, the inhabitant’s
number of that town must be less than 50,000 citizens. Moreover, the city should
comply with a list of standards covering environmental policies, urban design, and
support for resident products, co-existence, and hospitality (Mayer & Knox, 2010).
Slow Cities everywhere, each one has its unique and distinctive products and
characters, and always their purposes meet in the protection and preservation of their
communities’ distinctive and unique aspects, this is what unite all the slow cities
around the globe.
That is how becomes a Slow City, now if the town needs to become a
certified Slow City town, as a rule, has to submit an application to a committee. A
committee of representatives from other Slow Cities (so far such a committee was
limited to Italian representatives due to their innovator in creating this idea and
concept), also visits the selected town and achievements the first impression of how
the applicant fits with the Slow City philosophy. Such a method helps those
candidates that already have a well-developed inventory of programs and policies
that fit with the Slow City principles.
furthermore to become a Slow City, town must already have a well-defined
substitute agenda, Alternative agenda as environmental channels such as air-quality
control, waste management, light pollution control, and another different energy
sources, While all of those purposes for defending the town’s environmental assets,
which are the most important criteria to be a Cittaslow.
Some of the criteria are related to the economic growth through the
production and consumption of local products. Also, Slow City movement suggests
procedure

seasonal local products,

preserving the local cultural events, the

development of organic agriculture, consolidating the local traditions, and initiatives
to encourage the protection of products and handicrafts of the local area. Equity
concerns are not directly addressed in the list of criteria, but they are included
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indirectly through the focus on local products and the resulting economic
opportunities.
While sustainability agendas are mostly motivated by issue of resource use
and consumption. Slow Food and Slow Cities utilize local products as mediators of
local economic, social, cultural distinctiveness and sustainability, with resources and
environmental quality only part of the concern (Mayer & Knox, 2010).

1.1.1. Criteria of a Cittaslow Town

A town can be considered a practicing Cittaslow member if the following
characteristics were principles was adopted:
1- Drafting and implementation of an environmental policy which focuses on
the environmental wellbeing of the city’s distinctive features and its surrounding
area, in addition to promoting recycling and recovery activities.
2- Preservation of the city’s historic sites, the city shall identify and maintain
these historic sites.
3- Utilize technology to improve the environmental conditions of the city.
4- Support organic food consumption and production.
5- Promotion and support the products of close relation to the city’s root
professions.
6- Encouraging the promotion of authentic food and its origins in the culture.
7- Promotion of hospitality and friendly spirits in the daily interactions between
locals and tourists (The Blue Mountains Gazette, 2008).

1.2. Benefits of being a Cittaslow city

The typical social and economic advantages of being a Cittaslow city can be
summarized in the following points (Karabag, Yucel & Inal, 2012):
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1.2.1. Independent Endorsement
The efforts that the town individuals have to spend to become a Cittaslow
member serves as an endorsement to the quality of life that the city can provide to its
locals and visitors. It will form the building block on which the city will start its
journey of development.

1.2.2. Differentiation
As a Cittaslow member, the city will boast a brand name that will motivate
the increase of incoming tourism and will help the city build a competitive advantage
over neighboring tourism cities.

1.2.3. Funding
The city under Cittaslow membership can benefit from the brand name it
acquired to increase its chances in securing funds to its various local development
projects. The Cittaslow organization itself plays an important role in providing funds
to its members.

1.2.4. Quality of life
Cittaslow principles and guidelines aim to flourish the life of the locals by
providing the space and time for local professions to expand and develop in addition
to the contribution to the sustainability of the tourism industry. Such practices will
help strengthen the economic backbone of the society and provide an open space for
the individual to exhibit creativity and authenticity with the absence of global effects.

1.2.5. Empowerment
Cittaslow membership cannot be achieved without collaborative efforts that
include all aspects of the society. These efforts bring the governmental bodies, local
business and consumers closer together as they share the same objective. This unity
empowers the society to develop furtherly its sustainability plans.
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1.2.6. Promotional advantages
The Cittaslow brand name helps the city enhance its position on the tourism
map and opens new tourism and business opportunities.

1.2.7. Exchange of Knowledge and Expertise
Cittaslow cities community is an important opportunity to getting to know
other cities’ success stories and experiences that will allow the city to draw
conclusions, learn from peer’s experience, and deploy this knowledge in local
development.

1.3. Cittaslow Memberships Categories
The Cittaslow charter describes three categories of membership as follows
(Cittaslow Charter, 2014):

1.3.1. Ordinary Members
These members include the cities that have been accepted by the Cittaslow
board. The main condition to become Cittaslow members is the number of habitants;
it must not exceed 50,000 residents. If this condition is met, the international
coordinating committee will study the city’s proposal to decide its eligibility. The
number of residents commits ordinary members to pay an annual fee that is
determined. For example, cities with residents count between 15-30 thousands are
expected to pay an annual fee of 2500 Euros.

1.3.2. Supporters of Cittaslow
“Supporters of Cittaslow are public institutions (Areas, Provinces, Cities,
Cantons, and Metropolises, unions of Municipalities which intend to support the
activities and life of the Association and promote Cittaslow projects in their area.”
(Cittaslow Charter, 2014). The supporters of Cittaslow acquire their memberships by
expressing their interest in supporting the Cittaslow organization to the nearest local
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or international coordination center and by stating the nature of support to be
provided. Supporters may help the organization’s projects financially or technically
by providing scientific expertise or logistics for example. The annual membership of
the Cittaslow supporters is 3,500 Euros.

1.3.3. Friends of Cittaslow
The friends of Cittaslow include a variety of private and public associations
which could be in the form of Non-profit organizations, scientific institutions, private
or public businesses for example. These institutions are interested in providing
financial support or scientific cooperation or other types of support to Cittaslow
activities; the annual membership fee for the friends of Cittaslow is 3,500 Euros.

1.4. Sustainable Development in Tourism Industry and Connection with
Cittaslow
Sustainable development is an increase that meets the wants of the existing,
without bargaining the capability of future groups to see their own needs. (Rempel,
2009) explained this through the publication of “our common future” (Bruntland UN
report, 1987). In addition, it is a process of aiming to human development goals to
continue providing the natural resources through strengthening the ability of the
natural system.
Cittaslow and tourism are connected in a great way with the sustainable
development concept.
Brumwell (1993) defines sustainable tourism as a helpful method targeted at
dropping stresses caused by a complex relations of the tourism industry; Tourists, the
environment, the hosts’ food for tourists, Lerner and Haber, 2000 [Quoted in (Ayas¸
2007)] list tourism resources, with respect to their chronological order of rising to
prominence, into two main parts.
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1. Natural Tourism Resources: climate, land structure and nature, flower
cover, natural monuments, warm springs, healing water, sands (beaches),
natural splendor, geographical creations, clean water capitals, and animal
type.
2. Developed Tourism Resources: practiced

employment,

info

capitals,

transportation, sewerage and discarded water, electricity, and communication
structures, infrastructure, and superstructure e.g. airfield, resort, guesthouse,
hotel, cafeteria, malls, frivolous area, swimming pool, and gallery.
Sustainable tourism requires the preservation of primary resources and, taking
into account sustainability and development. In this framework, the sustainability of
natural resources must be of importance during the application of tourism events and
the expansion of tourism resources constant with the sustainability of individuals,
animals and agricultures plants.
In an additional form of tourism resources, Wilford & Ytterhus (2004) states
that the product and packaged are traded by the tourism area depends on the
accessibility of fresh oceans, pristine mountains, uncontaminated water, clean
highways, and houses are good conserved and archaeological sites and several social
traditional.
Jiang (2009), on the other hand, includes people in his approach, says that
people in the tourist areas are the subsystem within the environment. This subsystem
is the environmental foundation. This chains social expansion and components
environmental things. The system allocates environmental resources, services and
consumes them for the maintenance of life for local community development.
(Sezgin & Kalaman 2008), sustainable tourism is managerial procedure
largely relates to the environment, and must be planned to meet the needs of both
hosts and vacation cultural unity and the environment and biodiversity and vital
functions.
Hawkins (2004) [Quoted in (Wilford & Ytterhus, 2004)] also highlights on
the managerial side, sustainable tourism, and makes some particular suggestions
accordingly. In this situation, the opening point for environmental administrative to
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improve programmers: energy efficiency; waste facilities needing dealers to decrease
packaging,

accomplishing

programmers

to

reuse

products,

composting

of

biodegradable wastes, and reusing of waste is not avoidable. Decreasing water use by
setting up water-saving equipment can reuse water for secondary events such as
agricultural efficient waste disposal.
All these are the package to link directly to the expansion of tourism, as it is
oriented towards the application of sustainable tourism activities.

1.5. Cittaslow Movement & Concept
Many types of research have shown interest in Cittaslow movement, for
example (Presenza et al, 2015) in their research titled “The Cittaslow Movement:
Opportunities and Challenges for the Governance of Tourism Destinations” analyzed
the contribution of Cittaslow (slow city) to Destination Management Systems (DMS)
by promoting "slow" outlook and the model of sustainable improvement at the local
level.
This movement toughly encourages policy makers to direct different efforts
primarily to recognize and implement policies, activities, and initiatives to maintain
economic improvement, social welfare, and environmental sustainability. In this way,
it stimulates an enriched quality of life for citizens and tourists destinations.
According to the qualitative inquiry focuses on "Cittaslow Association", this study
focuses on the opportunities and challenges views are supported as well as links
between the practices established by the Association of Cittaslow and sustainable
development.
Theoretically, research note contributes to the development literature, and
provide great highlighted DMS. From an administrative point of view, it supports
policymakers emphasize the key opportunities and challenges facing the tourist
destination be supported as Cittaslow.
Other

researchers

linked

the Cittaslow concept with the sustainable

development of the cities (Semmens & Freeman, 2012). In their research titled “The
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Value of Cittaslow as an Approach to Local Sustainable Development: A New
Zealand Perspective” stated that, Cittaslow which is an Italian-oriented global
network of towns that all of them resist globalization and mainstream corporatefocused on development through Urban planning, that put in priority each town’s
local, distinct and historic resources.
Internationally, bylaws for action approach have been obliged, which assisted
towns for more effectively implementing the sustainable development basics. This
paper presents research from three New Zealand case-study towns, to assess the
potential application of Cittaslow basics to help sustainable development and
economic growth in the small towns. The findings showed that decision makers and
community individuals generally perceived Cittaslow as a superfluous ‘brand’ that
oblige additional unnecessary regulations and an approach that lacked general
community support.

1.6. The Slow Tourism
Slow Tourism is one of new trends in tourism today nowadays. Slow Tourism
has two essential principles that are:
1-

Taking time.

2-

Attachment to a special place.

Taking time means an amendment of the day-to-day time relationship,
specifically a different awareness of nature and active in harmony with a place, its
citizens, and their culture. The environment is not seen by sight, but by using all five
senses. Tourists need be able to alteration pace, to look rather than to see, to
experience the zone rather than to endure it (Matos, 2004).
Slowness is an operational concept of Slow Tourism, while Slow Food
highlights the philosophy of slowness and it intends to a food that based on the
principles of high value and taste, environmental sustainability, and social justice in
essence, a food system that is good, clean, and fair (Yurtseven & Kaya, 2011).
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The quality of hospitality of the tourism sector in the city is promoted as a
significant link to the community, and it has distinct features that distinguish us from
other cities, abolishing the structural and cultural problems that might endanger a
total usage and a proper diffusion of the town’s resources. In addition, the awareness
is imported for all citizens in the local community, the awareness that they live in a
Cittaslow town, focused specifically on youth and schools through a systematic
education process in a good way.
Slow Tourism highlights an appointment with the place, support tourists to
establish a local custom, indulge in local foods, and become experts of local culture.
Slow Tourism captures a range of lifestyle performs that are linked to social
movements such as Slow Food and Cittaslow. Slow Tourism can be considered from
several different views. Traveling and moving to new places is the first element of
tourism activity. However, the Second element is the slow way of life that shares
common characteristics with sustainable tourism. Slow Tourism as a product requires
an argument on the value that the label slow attaches to a product or service and it
presents the third element of tourism activity (Yurtseven & Kaya, 2011). Finally, we
need to found who the slow tourist is and highlight ideas on how slow fits with
theories of consumer behavior.
Not much research has done on the Slow Tourism or Cittaslow in general.
The objective of this research is defining the concept of Cittaslow in term of tourism
in the light of Slow Food.

Cittaslow philosophy is in the direct cross-linking with tourism and
sustainable development as many researchers elaborated (Ekinci, 2014).
In his research titled “The Cittaslow philosophy in the context of sustainable
tourism development; the case of Turkey” studied the philosophy of Cittaslow (slow
city) in terms of sustainable tourism development (STD) in this research context of
the case of Turkey. Aimed at Cittaslow movement rooted in philosophy, to promote
the development of STD quiet cities known for historical and natural characteristics
and social, cultural, tourism, and the intent is to make a significant contribution to the
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rapid and systematic implementation of sexually transmitted diseases on a global
scale. This paper, making a special study of the practice of STD in Turkey, the
candidate of the new cities (lift are little bit small, well how, svernbolo, auroghob,
and alaznikih), therefore, seeks to contribute to the spread of sexually transmitted
diseases across the country.
In this study, the aforementioned cities were found to be a particularly good
candidate for membership of Cittaslow. In addition to these: found Tatvan, Midyat,
Alanya, Fethiye also has Cittaslows potential even though they do not meet the
standard population. Other researchers viewed Cittaslow as a bridge between the
globalization movement and local traditions.
For example, Servon & pink (2015) in their research titled “CITTASLOW:
GOING GLOCAL IN SPAIN” studied the long-term effects of development on the
basis of supporting capital for growth and gave rise to globalization viewed Punning
effects transactions, such as the Cittaslow (slow city), that promote alternative
strategies. These movements, which are found mainly in small towns and cities,
focus

on

location,

regular,

and

sustainable

local

economies. The

researchers make two arguments.
First, they say that the experiences of the Cittaslow cities in Spain, show the
support of the thesis, that globalization does not always lead to a harmony world, that
local and global are splatted against each other in a fight for good evil. Instead,
Cittaslow towns actively consume the global and local interventions.
Secondly, they say that we must build on this argument to show how the ways
that Cittaslow towns develop through the relationship between local and global
challenges liberal assumption that growth is the key to successful development
through initiatives that promote competition among cities.
The tourism industry has become a victim of global climate change and has
long been an essential economic means of life for many countries. Any efforts to
reduce it mean cutting off the livelihoods of millions of people. The Davos meeting
recognized a declaration that for the first time linked tourism to the environment and
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development. It was attended by representatives of several tourism agencies in the
world.
On the other hand, the head of the World Tourism Organization Francisco
Francali said that the tourism industry in the world contributes to poverty alleviation
and at the same time become a victim of climate change in the world and has long
been an essential economic means of life for many countries and any efforts to
reduce it means cutting the livelihood of millions of people.
Sustainable tourism meets the needs of tourists as it works to preserve the
tourist areas and increase the employment opportunities of the local community. It
works under a number of variables that may be difficult to control and deal with
heritage and cultural data, in addition to the need to maintain ecological balance and
biodiversity.
The World Tourism Organization (WTO) focused on the concept of
sustainable tourism in the Manila Declaration of 1980, in Acapulco 1982, in Sofia in
1985, and in Cairo in 1995.
On the other hand, if sustainability includes continuity, sustainable tourism
includes the optimal use of natural resources, including biodiversity resources,
mitigating the effects of tourism on the environment and culture, and maximizing the
benefits of environmental protection and local communities. It also defines the
organizational structure required to reach these objectives.
(UNEP,1999) sad Sustainable tourism provide returns for workers and local
residents, and also represents the point of convergence between the needs of visitors
and their host region Alejandro and Pablo (2008) leading to the protection and
support of investment opportunities, (UNEP 2002) so that all sources will be
managed in such a way as to provide economic, social and spiritual needs and
achieve the desired objectives of the investment of the tourism project, through the
conservation of natural resources. The reality of the environmental and cultural
pattern is necessary and biodiversity and all Life requirements and systems for
current and future generations.
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1.7. Research Aim and Objectives
This research aims to study the ability of applying the “Cittaslow” concepts
and practices on Jericho city.
Jericho could be a suitable candidate to join the Cittaslow organization.
Jericho’s population consists of nearly 18,000 inhabitants, which matches Cittaslow
criteria of not exceeding 50,000 inhabitants. Jericho is the most ancient city in the
world and filled with a variety of historical places such as Hisham’s Palace, AlQruntol Monastery, Dead Sea, AlNabi Musa’s monument and many other sites.
Jericho is one of the main tourism destinations in Palestine for locals and foreigners
as well. As nearly 800,000 tourist 30% of annually visits the city are foreigners
(Abdulhaq, 2009).

The research objectives are as follows:
1. To define the concept of the Cittaslow Movement and its benefits and
advantages toward the city.
2. To discover the capabilities of Jericho City (the case study of this research).
In addition, the extent of conformity of those capabilities with Cittaslow
contents.
3. To compare between Cittaslow concepts and applications, with Jericho City
capabilities and contents.
4. To give recommendations toward the applying of the Cittaslow concept and
movement in Jericho City. That will benefit the decision makers in Jericho
city.
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1.8. Research Questions:
At the end of this research, the following questions will be answered:
1. What is the definition of the Cittaslow concept and movement, and what are
the benefits of applying that concept in Jericho City economically and
socially and other aspects?
2. Is Jericho city capable of meeting the requirements of becoming a Cittaslow
member?
3. What are the main challenges that Jericho city will face in the attempt of
becoming a Cittaslow member?
4. What are the differences between Jericho city capabilities, and the Cittaslow
concepts and contents?
5. What are the recommendations that the research will provide at the end of the
research process?
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CHAPTER TWO:
JERICHO CITY “GENERAL INFORMATION, VALUES,
SETTINGS”

2.1. Jericho
Since ancient times, Jericho has been considered an important crossing point
for war invasions and trade convoys heading west to Jerusalem and East to Amman.
Christian pilgrims coming from Jerusalem pass through the city on their war to the
Jordan River and the Dead Sea. The city is, as well, considered the Eastern gate to
Palestine, as many immigrant groups have passed through it due to the fact that it is
located at an attitude of 250 meters below sea level; making it the lowest city in the
world (Al-Arab Newspaper, 2013).
According to a report published in world Al-Arab Newspaper (2013), Jericho
is 30 kilometers away from Jerusalem. The name Jericho, historian says, is of
Semitic origins being attributed to Areeha Bin Malik Bin Arfakhshd Bin Sam Bin
Noah peace be upon him. As for Canaanites, Jericho meant “the moon” and Arabs
called it Areeha’. The city was, also, known as “Wadi as Saisaban” (Valley of
Sesban), due to the abundance of a certain plant growing there; densely entwining
round its groves like a fence. “Tal as Sultan” (Hill of the Sultan) or “Ein Al-Isha’”
(spring of the Al-Isha’) was one of the names given to the city because ancient
Jericho was merely a small artificial hill called “Tal as Sultan”, which is the origin of
the first city. In Syriac, Jericho means the scent. Jericho was , also, called the city of
palm and modern sky and is known for having many archeological sites including:
Tal Ain As Sultan, Qasr (palace of) Hisham, Deir Al-Quruntal (Monastery of the
Temptation) or Jabal Al-Arb’een, which was founded by Archimandrite Aframus and
dates back to the time of Jesus Christ, the Monastery of Saint John or John the
Baptist, which includes Church of the Good Shepherd, a statue of the Virgin Mary
and Baby Jesus and another of Jesus Christ.
Based on the history of the city’s archeological sites, Jericho is surely one of
the oldest Palestinian cities, as it dates back to the Old Stone Age. A number of
historians even believe that it is the oldest city in the world. Experts have located the
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city’s ruins at Tal As Sultan located two kilometers north of the current city and near
the Spring of Ain As Sultan. Arab geographer Yaqout Al-Hammouri once said about
Jericho, “the city has many palm trees, sugar cane and banana in bulk and the finest
types of sugar in Palestine are extracted from the lands of the Jordan Valley”. The
city was under the crusader rule after they had conquered Palestine. It became a post
for the royal crusader army led by Raymond who left Jericho with his army after
hearing about the coming of the Ayyubids under the leadership of Saladin. The
Ayyubids made Jericho their bridge in Palestine to connecting with their forces in the
Levant. After the Ayyubids, the city underwent the Mamluk rule and became part of
the Kingdom of Damascus.
According to (Abdallah, 2014), after the demise of the Ottoman state by the
end of the First World War, Jericho became under the British mandate. Britain has
built several forts with the help of the Jewish company “Solielle Bonet”, in addition
to explosive bridges in preparation for a possible German attack.
The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan took over Jericho during the Arab-Israeli
war of 1948, and his Majesty King Abdullah was announced king of the whole of
Palestine during the Jericho conference of 1948, which was organized by the king
himself and attended by more than 2000 delegates from Palestine. The king called for
the unification of Palestine and East Jordan as a step towards full Arab unity. In mid1950, Jordan officially affiliated the residents of Jericho who became Jordanian
citizens like other residents of the West Bank. It was during the six-day war of 1967
that Israel occupied Jericho and the rest of the West Bank. Jericho was one of the
first cities to be handed to the PA (Palestinian Authority) in 1994 and in accordance
with the Oslo conventions.

2.2. The Streets of Jericho
Some of Jericho’s streets unfit for driving and walking, which leads to
boredom that is dangerous for children and increases the possibility of accidents.
This lack of infrastructure is caused by the excavations carried out by the
municipality of Jericho for the purpose of extending sewer lines. Yet, despite the fact
that the installation work is done, the tragic state of streets has remained the same for
more than a month. The picture below demonstrates the situation:
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Picture 1: The streets of Jericho City

In another place, work has been done on a round-about which reflects the
touristic character of the city and includes landscapes. However, the work was
carried out differently from what was planned, as the structure shown in the blueprint
is more elaborate and creative. The implementation did not match the pictures
indicating the existence of a gap between planning and implementation, which
affects the quality of the infrastructure of streets. The picture 2 below show the
blueprint:
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Picture 2: A project already done recently for the main street of Jericho

(Source: Planning Department, Municipality of Jericho, 14/12/2016)

As shown in the picture below, the finished project differs from the blueprint:

Picture 3: The Circle project in Jericho City as planned in Picture 2

(Source: the researcher, 17/12/2016)

The researcher finds that a touristic map of Jericho should be included in the
research, the map will show the heritage sites and tourist places in Jericho city, with
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some information about Jericho from the touristic aspect. In addition, the map shows
the geographical location and its features, by contour lines, and the background of the
map, and the names of the places located nearby the city of Jericho.

Picture 4: The Tourism Map of Jericho City

2.3 Sewerage in Jericho
The sewerage services are provided in Jericho, which is necessary for
residential areas, tourist buildings and the different facilities in the city, cost a lot
compared to other infrastructure-related services. A research by (Abu Seiba, 2016)
mentioned that when Jericho was under Israeli control, the infrastructure was not
given proper and adequate care and no sewer network that meets the needs of citizens
and workers in the city was built. Only 3.1% of the buildings were connected to the
sewerage system, while the rest of the buildings discharged their wastewater through
cesspits. In accordance with a report issued by the Palestinian Central Bureau of
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Statistics (2013) on sewerage, this percentage increased in 2013 reaching 7.4%, and
there was a general increase of 3.4% in the percentage of buildings connected to
cesspits. The report attributed this increase to the fact that the geological features of
the surface in the West Bank in general and Jericho in particular affect the sewerage
projects because it is a valley area. These projects in such a land are considered
costly compared to projects in other types of land, which made cesspits the perfect
solution for discharging wastewater in Jericho.
In general, tourist and residential buildings in Jericho are provided with
sewerage services, which was affirmed in a study (Abdallah, 2014) as 94.5% of the
buildings in the city are connected to sewerage system whether through networks or
cesspits.

2.4.

Jericho’s Evaluation According to “Cittaslow” Criteria

2.4.1. Environment in Jericho and Related Laws
Thinking of the world since 15,000 years ago, the people lived in larger
communities. Human society became more complex. Agriculture began a revolution
that transformed

human civilization.

That transformation led

to the amazing

complexity of the modern world. Early settlements like Jericho were an important
early step in that process. Climate change plays a large role in the history of Jericho.
Climate change led to farming in early Jericho. But why there? What natural
advantages have allowed Jericho to survive for so long? (Benjamin, 2013).
Eventually, towns, cities, states, appeared for the first time. However, cities
and states emerged only in a few regions, and they need certain environmental
factors to make them possible exist. Environmental reasons allowed some villages to
continue to grow. They expanded into towns and cities. There are many examples of
villages that grow up large, such as: Religious sites, Archeological and historical
sites, water springs and supplies.
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2.4.1.1.

Jericho’s Environment

Jericho lies deep in this Jordan Rift Valley. A rift, that rift formed between
the African and Arabian tectonic plates, formed the valley. Because of the rift among
these two plates, the land dropped 3,000 feet. It eventually settled almost 900 feet
below sea level. At this astonishingly low elevation, Natufians established the
settlement that became Jericho around 14,000 years ago. But we still haven’t
answered the question why. What attracted these affluent foragers to this particular
location? Again, geography and biology provide the answer. The Jordan River is the
only major water source that flows into the Dead Sea. Jericho is located at the west of
the Jordan River. The city of Jericho well protected by Mount Nebo to the east and
the Central Mountains to the west (Benjamin, 2013).
These geological characters are forming natural defenses for the city.
Jericho’s location in the center of the WEST BANK is ideal for the controlling of
trade and migration routes.
Access to water explains the city’s origin and long history. It is supplied by
an amazingly dependable underground water supply known as Ain es-Sultan (AlSultan Spring). This natural spring has apparently never dried up since the 14,000
years humans have lived there. The farmers of Jericho city quickly figured out a
system of canals to transmit the water to farmland nearby.
Natural defenses, strategic location, rich soil, abundant sunshine and nondisrupted water; have made Jericho an attractive and sustainable place for thousands
of years.
Jericho is surrounded by mountainous country which slopes toward it like a
theater. It is mixed with all kinds of cultivated and fruitful trees, though it consists
mostly of palm trees. It is everywhere watered with streams.
The city of Jericho is located in the West Bank, about 250 meters below sea
level, in a large and flat area about a few kilometers north of the Dead Sea. The
municipality of Jericho is the largest in Palestine, with an area of about 57 square
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kilometers. The topography of the area is characterized by the following typical
features: Oasis defines the city of Jericho.
Although increasing urban growth in the city, and those who arrive from
Jerusalem through the desert; the city is seen as a green spot in the dry Jordan plain.
Desert Even if it is often considered empty land, the desert is one of the most
important topographical features, one of the major components of the ecosystem in
the region.
The Wadis (Valleys went down to Jericho City). Two main Wadis “Valleys”
cross Jericho City area, which are:
Wadi Qelt: in the south.
Wadi N’wemeh: in the north.
For most of the time in the year, the both Wadis are dry, but the enormous
quantity of water flows in those Wadis during the winter season and after winter for
about one month.
The two The wadis have typical topographical features along with flat space:
a few deep riverbed, often it reach less than 5‐10 meters, in the same time they are so
long in term of the two Wadis extend from Jerusalem Area to Jericho City area.
Another feature is that the both Wadis are steep, in a way that it is dangerous to walk
in or through, but they are the main Wadis that community tourism organizations especially hiking and biking - promote to visitors. Where visitors can notice banana
trees and other crops have been planted on the sides of the Wadis.
In addition to the both main Wadis, several numbers of shorter Wadis flow
down across the area in the south and north of Jericho city. It is full of water in the
winter season, but it is dry for most of the time during the year.
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2.4.1.2.

Natural and Cultural Heritage

The Jericho city and its rural areas formed a quantity of both natural and
cultural heritage sites, with high interest at local and international scale. Among, the
cultural heritage components that are very important, they are:
1- The archaeological sites in the city of Jericho such as: Tell el Sultan, Khirbat
al-Mafjar (Hisham’s Palace), Jesus’ baptism site, Herod’s Winter Palace, the
Mount of Temptation, the monastery of St. George (Deir Al-Qelt), and Nabi
Musa mosque.
2- The natural and geographical characters of Jericho city, are revealed by the
design of the landscape – the plain of Jordan river in the east of the city
identifies the region of Jericho city, that also featured by wadis to the east.
Also, a semi‐desert environment marked by dispersed oasis onto the slopes of
the hills. The Dead Sea, which has a historical and religious story, located on
the southern border of Jericho region.
All of the mentioned features form the five different landscapes: the desert,
the oasis, the accumulative plain, the mountains and the Dead Sea. In the same time,
the

conservation

policies

for

those

landscapes

differentiate,

by

taking

in

consideration the circumstances of each place, and those policies not related to the
Palestinian authority because those landscapes located in Area C.
Nowadays, the Jordan River is not allowed for people to visit for military
reasons, except the site of Baptism, where it could be closed also for most of the
time, and open just in the religious occasions. Wadi Qelt is an important natural and
historic area. However, the desert area keep the natural feature and it is still not used
by anybody, and it just used for military trainings and some scattered places where
Bedouin live.
The area of Jericho has been hugely developed and it has lost most of the
features that characterized it as an oasis. However, the western area of Jericho between the mountains and the two sides of Ain es-Sultan Street, is keeping follow
the ancient rural style and water network (Benjamin, 2013).
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2.4.1.3.

Economy

The economy sector in Jericho consists of several economic aspects. Due to
its character, location, and logistics, tourism sector and agriculture sector give the
economy of Jericho city a competitive advantage, because Jericho city is distinct with
those sectors due to its sites and geographic location. In the same time, there are
many service sectors such as: shops, restaurants…etc. in addition to the small private
farming that forms an internal market-oriented sector (Benjamin, 2013).

2.4.1.4.

Agriculture

Jericho city is located on the largest open land in Palestine, which has a rich
spring and surface water, fertile soil and warm climate. The Jordan Valley is famous
since ancient time with its agricultural large production. Today, the agricultural area
keep occupies a large percentage of the Governorate and the city, even though it has
a flow downtrend in recent years.
In the year of 2001, about 15% of the supposed farmable land of Jericho
District, which means 40,000,000 square meters, should be cultivated. Nowadays,
more than 30,000,000 square meters are cultivated, even though the farmed area
differentiates from year to year.
Jericho district characterized by three main types of era systems:
1- The sharecropping system: in the year of 2000, this system accounted for
around 70% of agricultural employment and used almost half of the existing
cultivated land in the Jericho district.
2- The owning-operated farms: according to Jericho Farmers Union these farms
develop a non-specialized agriculture with a rather low productivity.
3- Farms are operated by the owners themselves: with seasonal or long-term
labors and they are basically completely produced the fruits and vegetables.
Some of the enterprises working in the food-processing sector cover a
national and international trading range, which exports daily products from Jericho,
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and several date factories sell their products on the international market (Benjamin,
2013).

2.4.1.5.

Tourism

The tourism sector is considered as one of the main economic components in
Jericho, and it has rated with high potential. It had a notable increase since 1994 until
the beginning of the second intifada in Palestine in 2000; tourism movement in
Palestine has recovered in the recent years.
According to the Jericho Chamber of Commerce, the largest group of tourists
is Palestinians. Moreover, they have a long tradition of visiting Jericho in the winter
and often own holiday homes in the city.
However, in order to exploit this potential in a sustainable way, a broader
vision should be strengthened. Different types of tourism (combination of health,
recreation,

sports/adventure,

environmental,

agricultural,

cultural

and

religious

tourism) can be developed. The main attractions must be interconnected and
locations outside the city (e.g. the Jorden River, the water springs, Wadi el Qelt, the
Dead Sea, etc.) should be included. Natural resources should be considered as a
fundamental part of the tourist attractions (MOTA, 2013).
Table 1: the number of overnights for the inbound tourism (Domestic &
International) in Jericho in the period of 2011 – 2016
Year

Number
overnights

of

Percentage
change

2011

766,423

-

2012

915,126

19.4

2013

977,951

6.9

2014

1,066,281

9.0

2015

866,675

-18.7

2016

908,608

4.8

Resource: Palestinian Ministry of tourism and antiquities 2017

of
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Table 2: the numbers of inbound visitors (Domestic & International) in Jericho for
the period 2011-2016
Year

Number

of

inbound tourism

Percentage

of

change

2011

2,280,920

-

2012

2,560,645

12.3

2013

2,661,405

3.9

2014

2,527,173

5.0

2015

1,907,069

-24.5

2016

2,167,184

13.6

Resource: Palestinian Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities 2017

Table 3: Summary of tourism statistics for the year 2016 compared with years 2014
& 2015
Indicator

2016

2015

2014

Percentage

Percentage of

of

change 2015

change

2016
Number of overnights for 71,562
inbound

&

58,815

82,835

21.6

-29

740,861

967,570

28.5

-23

domestic

tourism
Number of inbound tourism 952,436
(Domestic & international)
Resource: MOTA 2017

The table above shows, that Jericho is one of the most visited cities in the
west bank, as one of the golden tourism square in Palestine that consists of:
Jerusalem, Bethlehem, Jericho, and Hebron. Whenever, a group of tourists planned to
visit Palestine, their itinerary includes all the four cities mentioned. Where, the
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number of tourists is rising up every year, in spite of the practices of the occupation
that intends to decrease the number of visitors in the Palestinian cities.
The environmental laws are not working in Jericho or any place in the West
Bank, but the Israeli’s law works. That makes Jericho under the environmental laws
of Israel in the areas of C and B, which Oslo agreement has conducted. Inside Jericho
city and the rural areas under the Palestinian control, there are some municipality’s
laws which control and organize the environment in each town. For instance, there is
a law says that farmers in Auja ( a town in Jericho) farmers must distribute the water
in the day between each other, which leads to that each farmer will have his right and
share of the mineral water sources.

2.4.2. The Conservation Policies of the Heritage Sites
The Palestinian law speaks about the procedures of conservation the
archeological sites in Jericho, and here are some of the bylaws organizing and
supervising the conservation of the heritage sites:
Article # 3 from the Palestinian archeological law says that the department of
Antiquities in Palestine, is responsible for the excavation of new antiquities, and
maintains the existed ones, and makes all the heritage sites beautiful, and well used
to receive Visitors. And cooperate with the international antiquities associations,
which have the experience of protecting the archeological sites. (Palestinian
Archeological Law)
About the possession rights of the archeological sites, Articles 7 and 8 from
the law say that: the possession of any founded archeological site is related for the
state of Palestine. And the responsibility of supervising is for the tourism and
antiquities director of the district.
Article 10 from the law of archeological sites; say that it is forbidden for any
person without permission from the director of the region to do the following:
1- To excavate or drill in any archeological site exposed in the list of the site by
the ministry.
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2- To root trees or build or burn trashes or compose irrigation lines beside and in
any archeological site.
3- To destruct a wall or any piece of an archeological site.
The archeological sites possessed by a religious party, are accepted from the
implementation of the law because there is privacy for those sites and there is a
certain law implemented for these sites.
Article 11 says, that a person who finds an archeological site or archeological
things, should inform the ministry of antiquities of any findings. In which the
ministry should take action and set of procedures to explore the site and maintain it
properly.

2.4.3. Using Technology in Conserving the Environment and the
Heritage Sites in Jericho
The Jericho Master Plan was funded and implemented by the Directorate
General for Development Cooperation of the Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs in
cooperation with the Jericho Municipality and the Ministry of Local Government of
the

Palestinian

Authority

and

the

Jericho

Governorate.

Ferrara

University

scientifically and technically supervised the implementation of the master plan.
Jericho's master plan consists of a set of planning tools that fully meet the need to
preserve the archaeological, historical, cultural, landscape and natural heritage of
Jericho, and on the other hand to provide adequate solutions for properly planning
the development of the region (Jericho Municipality, 2017).
All agricultural production, high mechanical, with the partial exception of the
owner's operating system. Jericho is a distinct area of agricultural production, with
very good results in international trade: dates and fresh herbs are the best
performings, with the growth of more than 30% since the last 10 years. There were
12 agricultural products such as bananas and citrus have mentioned shown a decrease
since 2007.
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2.4.3.1.

Objectives of the Master Plan

The Master Plan of Jericho city based on five main objectives, which are
important opportunities for Jericho. The objectives are:
1. The conservation of Jericho world distinct historical and cultural tangible and
intangible heritage as a basic element of the Palestinian identity.
2. The conservation of the cultural landscape of the oasis and the natural
landscape of the Jerusalem Wilderness, the sequence of mountains, the water
system from the Dead Sea, the Jordan River and the Wadis.
3. The enhancement of its future role of Palestinian Gate (Jericho) towards
Jordan and the rest of the world. A showcase of creating stability with
sustainable development.
4. The consolidation of the recent model of sustainable development, through
the conservation of enough space for farming, the development of advanced
specialized agriculture, a correct use of the water.
5. The development of sustainable tourism based on tangible and intangible
heritage, natural resources and outdoor activities and respectful of the
environment with an enough supply of guest houses, cultural tourism
facilities, tourist collection points (municipality of Jericho, 2014).

2.4.3.2.

The Oasis

The oasis is the core and basic living style for the existence of a human in
Jericho. Away with the balance of green areas and built areas, that means to increase
an already existing phenomenon of the desert, which is in a short time would make
life in Jericho’s hot summers unaffordable. In this area the physical and functional
features of an oasis still quite tolerated.
It is a set of community and rich cultural landscape, which main features are:


The irregular and organic shape of the plots, which are mainly identified by
the traditional open channel irrigation system, that is often still obvious and
working.
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A mixture of residential and agricultural uses in the same piece of land.



Detached houses with fruit and vegetable gardens.



The concentration on Jericho’s heritage and archaeological sites, which form
a tourism system at the slope of the mountain on the northeastern part of the
municipality.



Large plots of high-value agricultural lands still exist in this area, although
they are subjected to increasing urban development.
This area has the potential of becoming the structured area of a wider cultural

and tourist system in Jericho, link the entire main heritage sites through a link pattern
created by footpaths, open spaces, and rural spots.

This will be achieved through:
1. The creation of wider protection areas around the main archaeological sites
by realizing a new group of buffer zones.
2. The preservation of the rural landscape through a controlled and appropriate
urban development in the existing agricultural areas.
3. The

development

of a

pedestrian and

bicycle path of the whole

archaeological/landscape area that touches all the archaeological sites, from
Herod’s Palace, along Wadi Qelt up to Qasr Hisham, allowing visitors to
discover the cultural landscape of the oasis.
4. The development of a widely spread hosting system in the oasis area (family
guesthouses).
5. The improvement of suitable tourist facilities in sensitive strategic areas, with
most consideration of the area of Tell es-Sultan/Mount of Temptation.

2.4.3.3.

City Centre

The city center of Jericho is the heart of the public and commercial life of
Jericho city. It has a high strategic value and a key role in the functioning of the city,
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and corresponds to the main commercial and institutional part of the town. It
characterizes a mix of building typologies.
Plots of abandoned land interrupt the continuity of the built fronts along the
main roads. The aim of the Plan is the preservation of the area as the commercial
core of the city and the reorganization of the urban structure while keeping the
relationship with the rural landscape (municipality of Jericho, 2014).

This will be achieved through:


Creation of a vibrant and pleasant commercial area in the heart of the city.



Regularization and improvement of the existing urban pattern.



Environmental upgrading of the Wadi areas.



Rehabilitation of the heritage buildings and complexes.



Redevelopment of the public spaces, creating a network of public squares and
green areas.



Implementation and improvement of pedestrian and bicycle connections.



Redevelopment of the neglected land as new residential rural areas with highquality standards.

Hisham’s Palace (Qasr Hisham):
There is a laboratory for rehabilitating the mosaic floor of Hisham’s Palace,
in order to conserve the floor from destroying, by the visitors and the environmental
factors.
The laboratory in Hisham’s Palace is also working for other mosaic floors or
walls in any other sites in the West Bank, and the lab uses the modern technologies
and tools regarding the conservation of the mosaic walls and floors.
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2.4.3.4.

The Organic Food in Jericho

The Jericho and Al-Aghwar area extends from the Dead Sea (Jericho
Governorate) in the south to Fruish Beit Dajan (Nablus Governorate) in the north, the
eastern slopes of the Jerusalem, Ramallah, and Nablus governorates in the west, and
the Jordan River in the east. This area is approximately 609.19 km2 and is inhabited
by 53,562 Palestinians (forming 1.8 percent of the total population in the West
Bank). The average population density is approximately 68/km2 in Jericho and AlAghwar (PCBS, 2017).
Approximately 17.3 percent of households in Jericho and Al-Aghwar were
food-insecure during the second trimester of 2011. This represents nearly 733 foodinsecure people, with another 4,528 persons who are vulnerable to food insecurity
(10.7 %); 16,294 persons are marginally secure (38.5 %), and 14,177 persons are
food secure (33.5 %).
Food-insecure households in Jericho and the Jordan Valley are unable to
provide adequate income to meet their basic food and non-food needs due to the lack
of income-earning potential. It also appears that people inhabiting the Jericho area
are mostly marginally secure and vulnerable to food insecurity when compared to
people who inhabit the rest of the West Bank, as it is an agricultural area.
The agriculture sector forms the main economic activity in Jericho and AlAghwar, however, unemployment reached 12 percent in the year 2011, where labor
force participation is 50 percent and the daily nominal wage is NIS 73 per day per
capita. However, 17.4 percent of the Jericho and Al-Aghwar population are unpaid
family members. It is worth noting that 80.8 percent of Jericho inhabitants work in
Jericho itself, 3.2 percent work in other governorates of the West Bank, and 16
percent work in Israel and Israeli settlements.
Jericho in general and particular, famous in many kinds of agriculture due to
the lands and climate of this city, besides the exporting of those agricultural products,
such as: Banana, Palms, seasonable citrus fruits. And the most famous crop is the
palm that grows up in this period of the year, and this crop is rooted in a large area of
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the city. Also, there are some herbs grow in this period (spring) like Bakla and
Khubaiza.
In addition to the food processing that some associations are producing such
as the natural honey, which in the summer time the cells of bees go to Ramallah area,
and in winter and spring come back to Jericho.
There is a factory in Jericho produces food supplements from the olive leaves,
to be used in producing medical and cosmetic products.

(1)

2.4.4. The Traditional and Old Professions in Jericho
In Jericho, there are many kinds of traditional and old professions that have
disappeared, like the thatching profession. Nowadays, there are a little of this
profession that is existing till now, which is adopted by some associations in Jericho
that would conserve the profession (Benjamin, 2013).
Those organizations and associations produce more than thatching, some
associations have ceramic production, and others have traditional food production.
The most of the productions sold to tourists, and productions of food more sold to the
local people.
In addition to the thatching profession, Jericho is famous in the pottery
profession, which has known since the ancient time of Jericho and still exists until
now, but nowadays the pottery profession is not known as much as it was since
thousands of years, (Erikat, 2017).
Whereas the pottery profession could be seen obviously in Jericho shops,
however, the quality and the material are not the same when it was producing since
years.

1)

Note: There was a lack of resources regarding this issue (the Organic food in Jericho), when the

researcher was forced to use a little bit old information from 2011.
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2.4.5. Women Cooperatives
The women cooperatives that are located in Jericho do an important work
regarding the recreation of the old productions and professions. As some of the
cooperatives do a food production including: Natural Honey, traditional food for
visitors (which generates income and fund the budget of the cooperatives), in
addition to the traditional professions they do include: thatching, pottery, and
agricultural work (Nuwaima’, 2017).
The Ministry of Economy, the municipality of Jericho, and some by Auja
municipality, officially register all of the women cooperatives that are working in
Jericho. Which means that the cooperatives working in Jericho to serve a needs of the
community.
The work of the women cooperatives is the basic of serving the community
against a little bit of charge and helps in the development of Jericho community and
city in general. In all aspects of the life, women are the pillar of a community.
Women make the cleaning works, the cooking, and any homemade production.

2.5.

Comparison between Jericho Competencies with the Idea of
“Cittaslow”
The “Cittaslow” movement, is an idea purpose to change the lifestyle of the

community in a town, by working on the slow food production which is the seasonal
agriculture productions, which means that the town should practice the slow
movement in the life. Traditions and traditional methods and ways to do things are
valued. That is the cities will be away from the fast rapidly world, which leads to
fewer noise, fewer crowding, and less traffic.
With thinking about Jericho city, that if we can apply the idea of slow city
“Cittaslow” in Jericho. I presented the competencies of Jericho city above in this
chapter, and when comparison will occur, we can find that Jericho city has the
potential to be a Cittaslow, but when we will conclude this result, we should present
the advantages of Jericho city to apply the Cittaslow idea.
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2.5.1. Jericho City
There are several advantages for Jericho city that make it possible to
implement the Cittaslow criteria which are:
1- The agricultural productions in Jericho, where the banana’s and palms rise,
and a large number of area that could be used for agriculture for other kinds
of vegetables and fruits.
2- The traditional professions.
3- The women cooperatives.
4- The modern ways of irrigating.
When we look at the above four points that are features Jericho city, we can
conclude that there are a possibility to apply the Cittaslow idea in Jericho, by
initializing the idea to the municipality of Jericho, and then discussing if it is
applicable or not. But in the first impression by reading the facts where I mentioned
in this chapter, I think this is applicable.

2.5.2. Criteria of Cittaslow in Jericho and SOWT Analysis
The certification of towns concerns 59 requirements for quality, subdivided
into 7 macro areas as stated below. The evaluation of certification requirements is
mentioned below from Jericho City's perspective. The evaluation has been made in
consideration of interviews by using qualitative research method. This table may
provide decision makers a road map as it provides a general picture in terms of the
current position of the city with the comparison of the requirements.
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Table 4: Cittaslow Criteria According To Jericho City.

39

40

41

Resource: https://www.cittaslowgoolwa.com.au/cittaslow-charter/criteriaaccreditation

The criteria is used for getting the information it’s partially satisfied for
evaluate each sub-criteria for Cittaslow if it’s in the Jericho City or not, and to
analysis this criteria to make it easy for decision maker.
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2.5.3. SWOT Analysis for Cittaslow Criteria
Table 5: SWOT Analysis

43

44

As it is stated in the above SWOT analysis, City has many advantages and
opportunities that may encourage and allow the decision makers and other local
bodies to work for and apply to certification of being Cittaslow. On the other hand,
the weaknesses and threats part of the framework definitely require more attention
and collaborative work from the variety of participants. As also Semmens and
Freeman (2012) stated: "The success of Cittaslow towns depends on the support of
existing active community organizations, local businesses, alternative development
programs and a strong sense of community". Therefore, for Jericho city also, the
governmental institutions such as local municipalities and the Ministry of Tourism,
plus NGO's should create a network and work in a collaborative way for turning the
weakness into strength and threats to opportunities wherever they are suitable.
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2.6.

How could the Cittaslow idea be connected with Jericho city?
When the Cittaslow idea came out for implementation in the small Italian

village, the mayor has already an image of the Cittaslow and what is required to
implement the idea in that village.
By reading the above capabilities of Jericho city, we can see that there is a
possibility to apply the Cittaslow idea and connect it with Jericho city. Whereas the
procedures and steps of applying that idea are very important and should be
organized by timetable and action plan, however, this research provides an action
plan that can help in applying the idea of Cittaslow in Jericho city:
1- Official

bodies

should

understand

deeply

the

benefits

from

the

implementation of the Cittaslow, and they should understand the capabilities
that Jericho city has to develop the idea.
2- A committee consists of all the sectors working in Jericho: tourism sector,
agricultural sector, unions of the professions, municipality, governorate, and
international organizations.
3- Awareness campaigns for the community of Jericho city should be conducted,
whenever the committee decided to carry out the implementation of the
Cittaslow idea.
Those are the most important three steps to initiate in implementing the
Cittaslow idea in Jericho city.
The efforts of all sectors in Jericho should meet together in order to submit a
detailed application for the Cittaslow organization, that contains the details of
capabilities of Jericho city, which the purpose of submitting this application is to be a
member in the Cittaslow organization.
That means that people in Jericho city believe in their capabilities regarding
what have been saying in this research, and this is a strength for Jericho City for ease
and facilitation applying of the Cittaslow idea in the city.
Jericho city is still living in an ancient nature, with a few technological
development, where the idea of Cittaslow says that the city should change the living
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of the people, from the fast life to slow life by relying on the healthy food,
seasonable agriculture, respecting the life of the human being, restoring the
traditional professions, and traditional food production methods as well … etc. Here
we can say that Jericho in general has the fertile incubator for implementing the idea
of Cittaslow.
Nevertheless, since Palestine has been divided into three main areas A, B, C.
by the Oslo agreement, this made every Palestinian city has divided into three areas;
Area A, means that this area is located under the full Palestinian control, and there is
accessibility for the Israeli military into this area after coordination. Area B means
that the area is under Israeli full control with the accessibility of the Palestinian
police into the area after permission from Israel. Area C means that this area related
to Israeli privacy, and the Palestinian people who live in that area related to the
Israeli policy.
The ministry of tourism in Palestine has a vision for the development of the
tourism cities in the West Bank, where the ministry has control over them. Jericho
definitely included (Suzan Safi said). For this purpose, the ministry welcomes any
project or initiative purpose of developing the tourism sector.
Cittaslow is an important initiative that can make a change in the tourism
sector and other aspects of life in Jericho, especially when the city has the
competencies and capabilities to implement the concept of Cittaslow in Jericho city.
When, the mayor of Jericho said that the municipality is ready to support
those kinds of projects, which has sustainable results and impacts. Other official
bodies in Jericho city said the same thing. This is an important prospect that can help
in applying the Cittaslow concept and contents in Jericho city, where the orientation
of the heads of the city goes up to the development of the city.
As a summary, the above-mentioned words confess and confirm that the most
of the official bodies, and the community of Jericho City, intend to apply the
Cittaslow idea in Jericho city, whereas, the city has the capabilities to be a Cittaslow
city.
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CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

3.1. Research Methodology
This research will attempt to answer the research questions through data
gathering and analysis by adopting a qualitative descriptive approach. Data will by
gather by interviewing the officials in Jericho city, Ministry of Tourism and
Stakeholders of the Tourism industry in the city. The current infrastructure of Jericho
city and its tourism related facilities and projects will be analyzed. The analysis of
the collected data of the tourism industry in Jericho will help to conclude whether the
city is fit for Cittaslow membership, How will Jericho benefit from the membership
and what challenges could face the city in acquiring the membership and practicing
Cittaslow principles.

3.2. The Community of the Research
The community of this research represented in all of the cities in Palestine /
West-Bank.

3.3. The Sample of the Research
This research takes Jericho City as a case study, to know if Jericho has the
capabilities to be a Cittaslow city or not. Regarding this issue by chose two official
heads of Jericho city, who are the municipality of Jericho and the tourism department
in Jericho.
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3.4. The qualitative analysis of the interviews
3.4.1. Analyzing the Interviews answers (Qualitative Analysis)

Persons who have been interviewed are listed on the table in the annex. They
were very helpful and cooperative in answering the questions of the interview, and
their responses were as following:
Q1: do you believe that Jericho has the enough infrastructure competencies to
be a touristic destination?
The mayor of Jericho City answered that Jericho city has the enough
competencies to be a touristic destination, due to the abundant of the tourism places
in the city such as: Hisham’s Palace, Dead Sea, the natural landscape, and the
abundant of the water. In addition to the geographical site of the city which makes it
the east gate of Palestine.
Whereas, the deputy of the tourism director in Jericho said that there are an
enough competency for Jericho City to be a touristic destination, but not in the
required level to be a touristic destination. And there is a possibility in the short term
to work on the development and renovating the tourism infrastructure, and
completing the implementing of the current projects.
Q2: do you believe that there is a relationship between the tourism movement
and the political stability?
The political stability means the security stability, and there will not be a
tourism movement if there is no security stability in the city, the mayor of Jericho
city said. He added, that in the theories of tourism industry, the researchers explain
that the security situation is very important for the tourism movement; the tourists
should feel secure and safe if they will visit any place in the whole world.
While, the tourism deputy director in Jericho said that there is a positive
relationship between the political stability and the tourism movement. Which is when
the political situation is stable and there is a solution for the Palestinian suit; there
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definitely will be an increased tourism movement in Jericho particularly, and the
WEST BANK in general.
Q3: was there a sufficient investment in the tourism sector in the past five
years?
The mayor of Jericho city said that: there are no enough investments in the
tourism sector, because Jericho city has every day a movement of half million
persons during the daytime, which means that the size of the investments in Jericho
much less than the size of the people movement in the city, but nowadays the tourism
investments have been increased.
On the contrary was the answer of the deputy director of tourism in Jericho,
which is that there is a sufficient tourism investment in Jericho city, including: the
resorts, hotels, souvenir’s shops. And other tourism projects like: water cities, in
addition to projects dedicated to the tourism handicraft products, besides the
traditional and food production in the city by the women cooperatives.
Q4: are the persons who are working in the tourism sector, are well trained to
serve tourists? Are there enough investments for concerning and training those
persons?
The deputy director of tourism in Jericho city finds that there are sectors and
establishments dedicated to developing and offering services for the employees in the
tourism sector. For the purpose of raising up the quality level of the services offered
by the employees, to the tourists and visitors, either in the private or public tourism
sector. In addition, the tourism private sector works on providing everything new, to
be adapted to the development in that field, which is the tourism field.
While, the mayor of Jericho city finds that the employees in the tourism
sector, including the tourism organizations, need training and development of their
skills because the tourism sector is in a sustainable development globally.
Also, he said that there is a concern of the employees who are working in the
tourism sector, and the evidence is: the plenty of workshops, forums, and conferences
related to the issue of training employees in Jericho.
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Q5: what are the kinds of partnerships and cooperation with the nonPalestinian organizations in Jericho? How those partnerships implement?
Both of the respondents find that the organizations work in Jericho city are
NGOs. The mayor said that the relationships with those organizations could be
developed by cooperation in the tourism sector. Those organizations could support
the tourism sector in Jericho city, by the diversity of the projects they presented. The
mayor guesses that those organizations could do awareness campaigns regarding the
tourism development for the community of Jericho city, and they can work on
conserving the heritage and touristic sites in Jericho.
Since, the deputy director of tourism in Jericho said that most of the
relationships with NGOs have been built officially by the governmental party that
related to those relationships; such as Municipality, and the cooperation between the
Ministry of Tourism and the private sector with the donors and fundamental
international organizations in Jericho city.
Q6: did you hear about the word of “Cittaslow”? If so, what do know about
this?
The mayor of Jericho city has heard about “Cittaslow” movement and the
deputy director of tourism in Jericho city as well. They heard about it from the
internet and the conferences held in Jericho and other cities in the world. However,
they both said that they have a little information about the “Cittaslow” movement.
Q7: do you believe that Jericho city could be a “Cittaslow” City? Why?
Mayor of Jericho city find that Jericho could be a “Cittaslow” city, due to that
Jericho is the ancient city in the world, and it has been inhabited since 10,000 years.
Moreover, it has many tourist places. In addition to the number of the community of
Jericho city, that is not more than 30,000 inhabitants.
Whereas, the deputy director of tourism in Jericho City, says that if the
Palestinian suit has been resolved, and the political situation is stable; Jericho city
will be a “Cittaslow” city. Due to the abundance of environment and tourism, places
and the rich tourism destinations exist in Jericho city.

51

Q8: does the Israeli occupation affect the tourism industry in Jericho either
positively or negatively? How?
In all cases, the occupation affects negatively in each aspect of life, the mayor
said. Moreover, he paid the attention of Check Points between the Palestinian cities
that prevent the internal tourism; the policy of preventing the Capitals to be invested
in the tourism projects; the violence practices that prevent the security situation to be
stable, which leads to less investment in Jericho city.
The mayor said that the occupation policies and practices lead to unstable
situation in Jericho, and limit of tourism movement in Jericho city.
Moreover, the deputy director of tourism in Jericho city accepts what the
mayor said, and she added that the occupation practices affect negatively the
investment in Area C, which is under the occupation control. Where most of the
tourism places located into Area C.

3.4.2. The opinion of the researcher toward the Jericho city’s capabilities to
be a Cittaslow city, in consideration of the answers of the respondents:
According to the answers came out from the respondents on the interview
questions, which the researcher has developed and conducted, the researcher can say
that Jericho city could be a Cittaslow city with the most of the Cittaslow concepts
and contents that included in the implementation of the Cittaslow movement in
Jericho city.
After revising the answers of the respondents to the interview questions, and
presenting the capabilities of Jericho city, the opinion of the researcher can be
summarized as following:
Jericho city can be a Cittaslow city, with all of the concepts and contents of
the Cittaslow movement. However, the traditional things are not activated as
required, but the concept could be applied in Jericho city, by cooperation and
consideration from the official parties in Jericho city.
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According to the large areas of the agriculture, that Jericho city contains, In
addition to the large tourism market provided by the heritage, archeological sites in
Jericho. The researcher can say that tourism is the core factor that will help Jericho
city to be a Cittaslow city.
Jericho city will have many benefits from being a Cittaslow, in which it has
the competencies required to be a Cittaslow. The criteria of Jericho city such as:
traditional Professions, archeological sites, touristic resorts and places, the areas of
agriculture, the lifestyle of the people in Jericho city which is related to the slow
living, and the geographical location that Jericho has, that make the city of Jericho a
suitable incubator for applying the Cittaslow concept and idea.
The research tells the decision makers in Jericho city about the benefits and
advantages of applying the concept of Cittaslow in Jericho city. In addition to the
challenges will be faced. According to this, the researcher will provide some
recommendations that can help other researchers or decision makers in the city of
Jericho, regarding the applying of the Cittaslow concept.
At the end, in all the aspects of the life in Palestine in general, and Jericho in
particular, people cannot forget the impacts of the Israeli occupation and its violent
practices towards the community in any city of Palestine. The occupation became the
only obstacle towards any attempt of development in any field of life. By the
checkpoints in the roads lead to Jericho or any Palestinian city, and the extreme
procedures that occupation forced. All of those practices, constraint the movement of
tourism, agriculture, development in Jericho city and Palestine.
But with all these things facing the population in Palestine, the city of Jericho
is considered the only outlet and the first tourist destination for the residents of the
West Bank and even the citizens inside the occupier, the tourists come to the city to
enjoy the appropriate climate in the winter and spring, the resorts and places of
entertainment in the city were multiplied and on the other side The city enjoys
security because on the areas of friction with the occupation are far from the center of
the city and because it is considered the only corridor for Palestinians.
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In spite of the occupation, the community of Jericho and other tourism cities
around Palestine, still work on tourism development in order to expose the real image
and reputation of the Palestinian communities and its competencies.
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CHAPTER FOUR
CONCLUSION & RECOMMENDATIONS
4.1. Conclusion
By analyzing, the data collected from interviews with official parties, and the
data collected from the inhabitants of Jericho city, in addition, the theoretical
information that has been written. This thesis concludes the following:
Cittaslow is a word includes many ideas that are very useful and helpful for a
city to implement, for respecting the inhabitant's life of this city. Nowadays, the food
and the aspects of life in many places around the globe, have a different way to live
than the past, which the world has different ways to produce food, life productions,
and others. That is making risk every day on the people’s life.
The idea of “Cittaslow” is better to implement in any city, has the
competencies to be like “Cittaslow. When, this thesis takes Jericho city in the West
Bank in Palestine, as a case that could be implementing the ideas of the Cittaslow,
whenever it has the competencies that Cittaslow recommends.
During the searching and collection of information from the inhabitants of
Jericho city and the official heads of the city, I found that Jericho could be a
Cittaslow city regarding what competencies it has, this conclusion depends on the
following reasons:
First: Cittaslow movement suggests the agriculture competency, where
Jericho is famous in agriculture, due to the large areas where agriculture kinds rise
up. And to be developed and increased using the technological way of irrigation and
other things related.
Second: the respect of the people life by the heads of the city is important,
which leads to better and natural life, in addition to the health of the people who live
in the city. This comes from the type of food they have, and the healthy food which
comes from the seasonable agriculture.
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Third: respecting the traditions and the traditional professions, and to develop
the disappeared ones, traditional handicrafts and professions, that are people can
work in as part of their life, which will be a profitable way to get income from, and in
the same time contributing in the whole image of the city, by visitors can see and buy
those products come from the traditional professions.
Fourth: The tourism movements, which attract people from the entire globe to
visit Jericho, can make an enormous change in the life of the city. By the existence of
abundant archaeological and holy places in Jericho city, agriculture could be raised
up and improved, traditional professions and handicrafts of Jericho can be known by
the world, the health of people also will be respected.
By implementing the laws, and issue legislations that take in consideration
the people of the city, and the health of people who live in the city, Jericho could be a
“Cittaslow” City.
In other hand, the researcher concludes that the person who lives in Jericho
city tend to work in the tourism sector in a sustainable way and this is a general
feature over the community of Jericho city.
When Jericho city has large areas of agriculture, the people of Jericho city
consider that the working in tourism field generates financial income more than
working in another field in the city. The researcher believes that this result is correct,
due to the Israeli control over those areas of agriculture. In addition to the
classification of those areas onto area C, this is the area under Israeli control.
The specialized parties into Jericho city such as: Municipality, and the
governmental institutions, work on concerning and conserving the facilities and
infrastructure of the tourism sector, for the purpose of providing a tourism
atmosphere fits with the tourism movement in the city.
The most important thing of applying the Cittaslow idea is the internal
security situation in Jericho city mainly contributes in facilitating the tourism
process, and in improving the tourism situation and services in Jericho city as well.
In the same time, the Israeli occupation affects negatively on the tourism
processes in the city, by its violence practices in many aspects of life, which leads to
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retreatment of tourism in the city, despite of the stability of the internal security
situation.
In spite of the negative image of the occupation in Jericho city, the tourism
investments largely happen in a sustainable way, because of the stability in the
internal security situation in Jericho. Inhabitants of Jericho city have a high tourism
culture and knowledge, by 51% of them speaks another language except the mother
language, and their continuous greeting for the tourists and visitors into Jericho and
their high tendency for working the tourism field.

4.2. Recommendations
During the research process, and the results of the research that show the
possibility of implementing the “Cittaslow” terminology in Jericho City, this thesis
presents the following recommendations:
1-

There is a necessity for implementing the tourism law in a strict way, and
other laws related to the aspects of the life, that organize the living of people
in one entity. Including the security situation inside Jericho city.

2- Organizing the work between the parties included in the tourism process, and
other related parties such as women cooperatives, traditional handicrafts and
food production institutions.
3- Developing the relationship between the private and government sectors, in
all aspect of life. The government sector holds the organizing and legal
issues, and private sector produces and serving people in the city and visitors.
4- Awareness campaigns should be held continuously for the city of Jericho
inhabitants regarding the “Cittaslow” Definition, and its benefits in the short
term and long term of life.
5- Decision makers are responsible for community, and its aspects of life, in
Jericho the decision makers should take in consideration the Idea of
“Cittaslow” and start working on implementing the contents of the Cittaslow
idea in Jericho city.
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ANNEXES
Annex #1: List of interviews
No

Institution/organization

Interviewed

Position

Date

Deputy Director

12/5/2017

Person
1

Ministry
Antiquities

of

Tourism
of

& Suzan Safi

Palestine-

Jericho Department
2

Jericho Municipality

Salem Ghrouf

Mayor

11/5/2017

3

Jericho Municipality

Wiam Erikat

Public

Relations 11/5/2017

director
4

Honey Association in Jericho

Sami Abu

Al- Executive Director

27/4/2017

Asal
5

Women Activity Association

Jamila Abu Al- Chairwoman of the 25/4/2017
Asal

6

6

The Commercial Chamber of Tayseer

association
Al- The Director of the 20/4/2017

Jericho

Yaseeny

Chamber

Nue’ma Women Cooperative

Rasila Drei’at

Chairwoman

18/4/2017

62

Annex # 2: the results of a poll has done in the city
The results of the Quantitative analysis:
The researcher has developed a questionnaire, for studying the existence of the
Cittaslow competencies in Jericho

city. The researcher has distributed 200

questionnaires for a random sample of Jericho community. And the results of the
questionnaires came out as following:

No

Sentence

YES

1

I tend to work in the tourism 124

%

Neutral %

62

37

NO

%

18.5 39

19.5

55.5 --

--

99

44.5

68

16

8

48

24

59

20

10

62

31

are 152

76

5

2.5

43

21.5

Tourism movement is sustainable 108

54

39

19.5 53

26.5

65

15

7.5

55

27.5

4

29

14.5

field
2

I speak another language except 101
the mother tongue (Arabic)

3

Tourism work generates financial 136
income more than other works in
Jericho City.

4

Jericho

municipality

treat

with 118

archeological sites in Jericho in a
unique way.
5

Streets

and

services

improving for the tourism.
6

in all of the four seasons.
7

There are handicrafts in Jericho 130
City.

8

Security situation in the city of 163
Jericho

stable

enough

prosperity of tourism.

for

81.5 8
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9

There are enough investments in 140

70

19

9.5

41

20.5

the tourism sector in the past five
years.
10

People of Jericho city welcoming 109

54.5 29

14.5 62

31

71.5 5

2.5

52

26

51

12

74

37

the tourists.
11

Occupation affects the tourism 143
movement in Jericho.

12

There is a large area for the 102
agricultural
city.

production

in

the

24
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Annex #3: the interview form

Survey about Cittaslow:
Cittaslow is a sustainable tourism development strategy that leverages the tranquility
and the cultural uniqueness of the city to rise economically by developing its tourism
sector. Cittaslow is an Italian world that translates to “Slow City”, it is the term
adopted by an international network of cities who have adopted this concept and
work collaboratively to develop an approach that is contrast to the vast global
development imposed by a capital corporate-centric world.

Dear __________________;
Kindly answer the questions of the survey, your identities will be kept anonymous
and your answers will be used for the purpose of scientific research only.
Do you believe that Jericho has enough infrastructural capabilities to become a
tourism destination?
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________
Do you think there is a correlation between tourism traffic and political stability?
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________
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Has there been enough investments in the tourism sector in the last 5 years?
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________
Are the people working in the tourism sector well trained to service the tourists? Is
there

enough

attention

and

investment

in

training

those

workers?

____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________
What kind of partnerships or cooperation Jericho’s tourism facilities has with nonPalestinian organizations? How such partnerships are being achieved?
____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ _______
_______________________________________________
Have you heard of the word “Cittaslow”, if yes, what do you know about it?
____________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________ ____
_______________________________________________
Do you think Jericho can become a “Cittaslow” city? And why?
____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________ _______________
_______________________________________________
Does the Israeli occupation affect the tourism industry in Jericho whether negatively
or positively? And how?
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________
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Annex #4: Survey for people in Jericho

Questionnaire about slow tourism:

Cittaslow is a sustainable tourism development strategy that leverages the
tranquility and the cultural uniqueness of the city to rise economically by developing
its tourism sector. Cittaslow is an Italian world that translates to “Slow City”, it is the
term adopted by an international network of cities who have adopted this concept and
work collaboratively to develop an approach that is contrast to the vast global
development imposed by a capital corporate-centric world.

Dear citizen.
This is an opinion poll about the features of Jericho city; I hope you answer
its paragraphs.
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Paragraph
I tend to work in the tourism field
I speak another language except the mother tongue (Arabic)
Tourism work generates financial income more than other
works in Jericho City.
Jericho municipality treats with archeological sites in Jericho in
a unique way.
Streets and services are improving for the tourism.
Tourism movement is sustainable in all of the four seasons.
There are handicrafts in Jericho City.
Security situation in the city of Jericho stable enough for
prosperity of tourism.
There are enough investments in the tourism sector in the past
five years.
People of Jericho city welcoming the tourists.
Occupation affects the tourism movement in Jericho.
There is a large area for the agricultural production in the city.

Yes

I don’t
know

No
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