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ÖZET
Abudullah, Sharaf Younus. Dickens’ın Oliver Twist ve David Copperfield
Romanındaki çocuk işçiler, Master Tezi, Ankara, 2015.
Bu tezin amacı Charles Dickens’ın Oliver Twist(1837- 1839) ve David Copperfield
(1850) romanlarında ifade edildiği gibi sanayi çağındaki sosyal değişiklikleri,
çocukların ıstırapları ve çocuk işçileri analiz etmektir.
Sanayi Devrimi, bir el işi ve tarımsal yaşam biçiminden 1760 ve 1840
yıllarındaki dönemi kapsayan sanayi ve makine üretimine dayanan sanayileştirilmiş
topluma geçişten bahsetmektedir. Sanayileştirme özellikle İngiltere’de olmak üzere
çoğu ülkede pamuk üretimi ve kıyafetler ile başlamıştır. Bu da varoşlarda ve
kalabalık alanlarda yaşayan insanların şehirlere göç etmelerine sebep olmuştur.
Kadınlar ve çocuklar bu dönemde çok az maaşlar ile çok zor çalışma ortamlarında
istihdam edilmiştir. Fabrika sahipleri büyük sosyal hiyerarşiye sebep olan üstün
pozisyonlarını korumak için ellerinden geleni yapmışlardır.
Bu romanlarda, Charles Dickens fakir çocukların nasıl çalıştırıldıklarını,
suistimal edildiklerini, sömürüldüklerini ve eğitimden uzaklaştırıldıklarını ve sınıf
farklarına dayanan kapitalist sistemin, sosyal merdiveni devam ettirmek için her
şekilde zulüm yaptığını anlatarak eleştirmiştir.
Bu tez bir giriş, iki ana bölüm ve bir sonuçtan oluşmaktadır. Giriş bölümünde,
sanayi devriminin sosyal ve tarihsel içeriği açıklanmıştır. Çocuk işçiler ve tarihi
geçmişi ile ilgilenmektedir. Ayrıca Victoria Toplumu ve Sınıf Ayrımı,çocuk işçiler
ve Victoria romanları bağlamında Victoria dönemine odaklanmıştır.
Bölüm II’de, Charles Dickens’ın Oliver Twist (1837-1839) romanı çocuk işçiler
ile Marx ve Engels kaynak alınarak analiz edilmiştir. Bozuk sistemde çocukların
çalıştırıldığı, sömürüldüğü ve suistimal edildikleri savunulmuştur. Islah evlerinin
çocukların kötü koşullarda olmasının sebebi olduğu açıktır.
Bölüm III’te, Dickens’ın David Copperfield romanı çocuk işçiler ve Marx ve
Engels kaynak alınarak analiz edilmiştir. Bu tür sömürünün ve çocuk işçilerin,
sömürülerin ve çocuk suistimallerinin kapitalist sistemin kötü sonuçları olduğu
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vurgulanmıştır. Ayrıca zengin insanların sosyal pozisyonlarını korumak için her
olanağı değerlendirdikleri kapital toplumdaki sınıflar arasındaki yaşam koşullarında
arasında büyük farklılıklar olduğunu onaylanmıştır.
Sonuçta, endüstriyel devrimin, çocukların çalıştırılması ve tecavüz edilmesi ve
fakir kişilerin büyük şehirlere göç ederek gecekondu mahallelerinde ve kalabalık
alanlarda yaşamaları gibi fakir insanların yaşamı üzerinde pek çok kötü sonuçları
olmuştur. Dickens iki romanında, etkilenmiş ve uzun saatler boyunca kötü şartlar
altında çalışmaktan dolayı eğitim almamış olan anne babalarından ayrılmış olan fakir
çocukların acılarını çizmektedir. Diğer roman yazarları ile karşılaştırıldığında,
kendisi bu konuları daha iyimser bir biçimde çizmektedir.
Anahtar Kelimeler:Çocuk işçi, Sanayi Devrimi, Sınıf Farkı,Çalışan Sınıf,Burjuva

v

ABSTRACT
Abudullah, Sharaf Younus. Child Labour in Dickens’ Oliver Twist and David
Copperfield, Master Thesis, Ankara, 2015.

The purpose of this thesis is to analyse child labour, the sufferings of children
and the social and economic changes in the Age of Industrialization as reflected in
Charles Dickens’ Oliver Twist(1837-1839) and David Copperfield (1850).
The Industrial Revolution refers to the transition from handcraft and agrarian
ways of life into industrialized society that is based on industry and machine
manufacture that covered the period between 1760 and 1840. Industrialization began
mainly with cotton manufacturing and clothes in many countries, particularly in
England. It led to the large migration of people from the countryside to cities living
in slums and crowded areas. Women and children were highly laboured in this period
working in hard conditions with little wages. The factory owners tried their best to
keep their superior position that led to social hierarchy.
In these novels, Charles Dickens criticized how the poor children were
laboured, abused, exploited, deprived of their education and how the capitalist
system, that is based on class differences, produced villains who used every means to
maintain their social ladder.
This thesis consists of an introduction, two main chapters and a conclusion. In
the introduction, the social and historical context of the Industrial Revolution is
explained. It deals with child labour and its historical background. It also focuses on
the Victorian Era in terms of Victorian society and class division, child Labour and
the Victorian Novel.
In Chapter II, which deals with Oliver Twist (1837- 1839), it is asserted that
children in the corrupt system were laboured, abused and exploited. It has become
clear that the workhouses are among the reasons of children’s bad conditions.
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In Chapter III, Which deals with Dickens’ David Copperfield (1850), it isen
emphasized that child labour, child abuse and child exploitation are the bad the
consequences of the capitalist system. It has also been affirmed that there are big
difference in living condition among the classes in capitalist societies where the rich
used every opportunity to maintain their position.
In conclusion, it is concluded that the Industrial Revolution had many bad
consequences on the life of the poor, such as child labour and abuse, and the
migration of poor to big cites living in slums and crowded areas. Dickens, in the two
novels, draws the sufferings of poor children who were deprived of their parent’s
affection and education working for long hours under bad conditions. He draws these
issues with more optimism, compared with other novelists.

Key Words:Child Labour, Industrial Revolution,Class Difference,Working Class,
Middle Class
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INTRODUACTION
This study analyses Charles Dickens’ two masterpieces Oliver Twist and David
Copperfield in regard to the problem of child labour. Starting with the Industrial
Revolution and the Victorian Era moving forward to the analysis of the two novels,
this study aims to examine the economic and social changes that came with the
Industrial Revolution and continued along the Victorian age, focusing on children’s
conditions at that time, particularly their work and life in general, and how Charles
Dickens represents the problem of child labour in his two novels as a social criticism
of Victorian society. The study approach will be an analytic one with a comparison
of the two novels given in the last two chapters.
In fact, the reason why I choose this subject is because I also was an orphaned
child, like Oliver and David. Being orphan was the destiny for many Iraqi children
because of the long Iraq- Iranian war that claimed the life of many Iraqi soldiers,
including my father. I am also very keen to write about this subject to relieve myself
of many sad memories about my childhood.
It is of great importance to mention that this thesis consists of an introduction
and two main chapters. The introduction of the thesis focuses on the Industrial
Revolution. The main concern of this thesis is child labour and this issue is explained
historically alongside children’s status as well. Since the Industrial Revolution
changed the whole social life in England, moving forward to the Victorian age, this
period is examined with special concern given to class differences and child labour.
The next part of the chapter is devoted to the Victorian novel, which was the most
significant genre in this period used as an effective means by novelists to educate
people, to evoke their awareness about what was going on and to criticize the ruling
class and force them to make social reforms. The last part of the introductory chapter
focuses on how Charles Dickens responds to the new changes brought by the
Industrial Revolution, particularly how he reveals what the authorities tried hard to
hide in order to put pressure on the authorities to make reforms.
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The second chapter of this study, deals with the thems in Oliver Twist, particularly,
child labour and abuse, and class distinction. The chapter analyses the novel in
relation to child labour, particularly, how the children are abused in every aspect,
how they are deprived of their childhood, potential, education and dignity, and who
they feel and suffer.
The third chapter deals with the same themes in David Copperfield. The novel is also
analysed in terms of child labour and abuse, and class distinction.
1.1. THE INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION
The Industrial Revolution refers to the transition from handcraft and agrarian
ways of life into industrialized society that is based on industry and machine
manufacturing. This transition occurred first in Britain and covered the period from
1760 to nearly 1840. To move on in this subject, it is important to say that these few
pages will give information about the nature of the revolution and how the situation
was before it, and also why Britain was the first state to be industrialized, along with
its effects on people as well.
The definition of this term looks to be a challenging matter, yet there are many
definitions that can be given in this regard. One of them implies that the Industrial
Revolution refers to the fast industrial development that started in England nearly at
the middle of 18th century and extending many years affecting later on other
countries including France, the USA and many others. Pat Hudson defined it as “a
shift from agrarian and rural based occupations to predominantly urban-based
industrial and service employments,” which resulted in “radical shifts in social
relations.” It can also be defined as the fast growth of some sectors of industry,
especially cotton and iron, extending from the later 18th up to the 19th century
(Radja 18).
In fact, historians sometimes date the period from 1760 as the starting point of
the Industrial Revolution when a number of inventions appeared transforming the
textile manufacture. However, the effect of these inventions were not commonly
realized until the early beginning of the 19th century when the application of steam
to power was adopted creating many industrial cities in different parts of England,
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especially the northern areas, with the existence of the railways that made the
transportation of industrial raw materials between cities easier and more available
(Davis 188).
When the revolution reaches its mature stage, everything was changed. As the
new and more developed machines were made and the existing machines were
developed, difficulty and the speed of operating machines were also increased that
required stronger and more skilful labour. That is to say, the easily-run machines that
were used in the early stages of the revolution were now replaced by more complex
and developed machines so that children were replaced by adults. This means
industrialization caused both the increase on child labour during the early stages of
its eruption and was also a reason for reducing child labour at the time when it
reached maturity (Hindman 59).
It is important to look at the pre-industrial period to be aware of what had
happened earlier. During this period, the need to expand trade was an urgent matter
for the general economic organization since the constant demand for English made
goods for export was increasing (Cheyney 170). In Britain, there had been a great
number of goods that were exported, using certain methods and instruments which
were under the auspicious of labour origination, outside the country every year by
English ships to different colonies, continents, such as to Asia, Africa and inside
Britain itself. Cottages of demotic weavers located in the rural areas of the western
and eastern parts of England were places in which the cotton and woollen goods
were manufactured and then exported to the West Indies and the Americas. These
cottages had very simple and old instruments, such as spinning –wheel, oldfashioned loom. After the goods were manufactured, they were gathered slowly from
those cottages and were transported to seaports across the poorest roads, using very
primitive ways of transportation (172).
In these phases of manufacturing, it was the spinning that was the biggest
obstacles that might be faced, which took the most time to manufacture since it was
done whether by hand or by spinning-wheels, if they were available. In this domestic
industry, weaving was done usually by the father of the family with the help of the
sons whereas other simple items were made by mothers with their daughters. Later
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on and nearly in 1738, there had been drop boxes and flying shuttles which made it
possible for a man to sit and to pull two cords. Therefore, one man had the ability to
weave clothes instead of two as it was earlier which led wavering to be faster, with
no changes being made into the process of spinning (Hindman 51). Although
everything was still primitive and simple, the spirit of invention was awakened and
the development of more mechanical devices continued during the middle of the
century. The first of these was Hargreaves’ spinning-jenny, which was invented in
1764.
Regarding the reasons why England pioneered the Industrial Revolution, there
were many explanations about it. Robert C. Allen states that “the famous inventions
of the British Industrial Revolution were responses to Britain’s unique economic
environment and would not have been developed anywhere else” (28). Joel Mokyr in
his book The Lever of Riches: Technological Creativity and Economic
Progressfocused on the availability of natural resources and many other points:
Reasons include natural resource abundance (or alternatively scarcity!);
relative isolation; adequate supplies of skilled mechanics, and a practical
empirical approach to solving technical problems; the ‘right’ kind of
political and social structures, including property rights, patent laws,
rational tax systems, laissez-faire attitudes, Poor Law provisions, and
tolerance to deviant ideas; and the existence of extensive foreign trade
(exporting 15 per cent of GDP in 1760); and so on (4).
ErdalYavuz in his article "The Industrial Revolution and Consequences"
mentions the Geographical situation as the main reason that put England in an
adequate position towards industrialization:
England of the 18th century by having the following particularities had
more chance in fulfilling the above conditions. Geographical situation of
England was an advantage with regards to sea transport and this helped
the growth of British overseas empire to expand its market. On the other
hand, England had, in its territories, the necessary raw materials like coal
and iron ore. (4).
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Robert C. Allen’s approach in his article "The British Industrial Revolution in the
Global Perspective: How Commerce Created the Industrial Revolution and Modern
Economic Growth"is slightly different from what was argued stating that the
Industrial Revolution was basically a technological one and if one wants to
understand it fully he or she has to take the sources of invention into account. His
view is based on the social circumstances in which these inventions come into
existence including, the martial conditions. Therefore, it means that the reason why
the Industrial Revolution happened in England was not based on luck or culture or
technological development, but it was the success in the international economy. This
success gave the Britain’s inventors unique economic possibilities, and consequently
this revolution happened as a response to these opportunities (Allen 3).
It is true that the Industrial Revolution brought many positive and bright points,
yet many dark and painful sides were also seen. It led to the large migration of
people from the countryside to the cities. Family life was dramatically changed,
especially for the poor and working class people. Workers and their families found
themselves living in slums and poor areas and were subjected to hard labour
conditions. The living conditions of children were deteriorating. The population
increase, which began after the 1730s, forced poor families to live in crowded and
dirty areas. Upper class families tried their best to keep their superior positions that
led to social hierarchy. At the same time the poor and working classes were forced to
seek new means of employment and this increasing demand reduced the wages, since
there were many of those who wanted to work (Yavuz 2).
In short, this revolution has been the main focus for many studies. Arnold
Toynbee in his well-known lecture on the industrial Revolution at Oxford in the early
1880s states that, “the Industrial Revolution has held an undiminished fascination for
generations of economic historians, development economists, students, and the
general public” (11).
The reason behind this interest in this industrial phenomenon is an easy matter to
find. It is because the Industrial Revolution connects the modern period of economic
development produced by successive technological changes and the early period of
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human experiments. It also represents the technological transformation that cast a
shadow on different aspects of life (Snooks 1).

1.2. VICTORIAN ERA (1830-1901)
The beginning of the Victorian age is a controversial issue. For some scholars,
1830 or 1832 is the beginning of this period. While others believe 1837, the year in
which queen Victoria ascended the throne, was the real start. This thesis adopts 1830
as the starting point. While the end of this period is in 1901, the year in which Queen
Victoria died. Although England in this period witnessed prosperity, stability and
development, many years were characterized by fear, concerns and problems.
However, it is essential to shed light on the three Victorian periods, early, middle and
late periods, in order to cover the most important events.
The early Victorian period (1830-1850) can be perceived as a controversial one.
Although in this period the Reform Parliament was passed, including the Reform Bill
of 1832, and the time first railway was built, it was esteemed as a period of social
and economic difficulties, which were brought on by the industrialization, to the
extent that it was described as the “time of trouble.”
The first important event happened in this period was the opening of Britain’s
first railway, extending from Liverpool to Manchester, in December 1830 by the
Duke of Wellington. In the following years, the expansion of railway tracks was
being continued. For instance, the railway track in the country reached 6.000 miles
by the end of 1850 before it was only 100 miles in 1830. The coming series of
constructions, especially the big London termini, raised the self- confidence of the
nation as a powerful state. The building of Euston terminus and similar monuments
were great achievements for Britain; they particularly coincided with the “Hungry
Forties”, the time in which Europe was experiencing a high rate of unemployment
and high price of food (White 251).
Another important event in the early period was the issue of first Reform Bill of
1832 by Lord Grey and the Whigs. According to this Bill, enfranchising was given to
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those who owned 10 or any properties that are worth to this amount. Although it
gave voting rights to the lower middle class and excluded the working classes, who
did not obtain this right until 1867 when the second Reform Bill was passed, this Bill
was considered a giant step towards more developed and democratic society. Even
the Duke of Wellington stated that “this Bill was the first concrete step towards a
gradual moving forward towards “fierce democracy.” The abolition of the British
electoral system, whereby many industrialized cities were excluded from the
parliament, was also another important event in this period (White 242).
However, all these developments were not enough to solve the economic,
social and political difficulties that hindered the country on its way towards a
democratized and industrialized society. These problems and shortcomings were
large enough to threaten many people, especially the poor and the working class. The
dark side of this period, or the upside down change, started early at the beginning of
1840s when the shortcomings and defects of the industrialization appeared on the
surface. Along with the period of the “Hungry Forties,” during which the spread of
political unrest, unemployment and high prices were prevalent, that had an impact on
the life of the people (O’ Gorman 149). Unemployment that spread in the 1840s was
the result of a depression that threw many people out of their jobs. Statistics gathered
in 1842 showed that more than 15% of the population received public assistance and
many others received charities. The crime rate increased compared with any period
of the age. The London police force and Pentonville Prison were established in 1882
as a result (Mitchell 5).
At the same time, the price of bread, the main food for the working class, were
kept higher by orders issued by Corn Laws which imposed a high taxation on
important grains to protect domestic agriculture and the land owner income and also
to provide revenues for the government. Meanwhile, the upper class supported this
approach that kept the income higher and the working classes, on the other hand,
detested the Corn Law that made food prices more expensive.
The conditions of the workers, especially the children, in the mines, collieries
and factories were among these concerns. The places in which these workers lived
were very poor and very crowded. Being the cheapest available labourers, child
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labour was very common in this early period. Those children worked under very bad
and dangerous conditions. They worked in hazardous factories, coal mines, mills and
many other unsafe places. There were dreadful cases of abuse, high rate of accidents,
sexual exploitation and inadequate food. Their families had no other alternatives
other than working their children (Hindman 39).
Sally Mitchell in her book Daily life in Victorian England describes how
industrialization was a reason for the turmoil and difficulties that appeared in the
early Victorian period. She mentions how poor and working class people were forced
to move to urban areas living in crowded and polluted areas:
The first years of the period were marked by social and political turmoil,
largely in response to the rapid changes that came with industrialization.
In 1801 most people lived in villages or on farms; by 1851 more than
half of the population was urban. Only one-fourth of the people who
lived in a city such as Manchester had been born there (5).
However, the working class did not stand silent towards these conditions.
During the period of the 1830s and 1840s, the Chartist movement, led by working
class people, worked hard to achieve some political, economic and social
amendments. Chartists did not only aim to produce economic goals but the
democracy and liberty were among their high priorities as well. They established a
People’s Charter containing six demands: yearly parliaments, suffrage for all the
adult men, abolishing the property privileges for the House of Commons, secrecy in
voting, the same electoral districts and finally the salaries for the members of the
Parliament so that the men who had no private wealth could participate and to be
elected later on. After several meetings, speeches and negotiations, the Charter was
proposed to the House of Commons in 1839 but unanimously was rejected (Hindman
60).
However, all the above mentioned bad circumstances and difficulties cast a
shadow on literature of that time especially the novel. The term that describes the
novel in this period is the Industrial novel. What is meant by these terms is that the
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novel in this period represents the early Victorian period that reflects the
shortcomings and the defaults of industrial societies.
In the mid-Victorian period (1851–1875), everything changed dramatically.
Although this period was not free of discomforts and problems, it was a time of
optimism, prosperity, growth and stability. Investment, development and technology
contributed to establishing the British Empire. Modern, flourishing and prosperous
society was established in this period. Throughout this period, England witnessed
domestic stability, development and increasing prosperity. The period also saw the
growth of agriculture and industry. Standards of living rose due to the increase in
wages. The beginning of this period came side by side with the Exhibition of 1851,
the Great Exhibition of the Works of Industry of All Nations, which glorified the
development, progress, invention and the British leading stance in the world market.
Later on, the Exhibition was named the “Crystal Palace” denoting the development
in engineering and design. Many people around the world came to see this
exhibition. The existence of the railway facilitated the arrival of thousands of people
in a comfortable way. Money gained from this exhibition was used to build more
exhibitions. The new Houses of Parliament and Big Ben were also erected. Water
pipes and sewers are built. London Times was spread in whole Europe, thanks to
telegraph, cheap paper and the existence of the rail ways, to be the most reading
newspaper. On the political demotic level, the second Reform Bill was passed giving
more rights to people to participate in voting. The vast majority of the working-class
were given this right (Radja17).
New laws were issued protecting the food industry, protecting children from
abuse and imposing standards of sanitation in every field. Many universities were
modernized and the education was incredibly improved. The factory act, which was
established in 1874, limited child labour and the hours of work. The Acts specified
56 hours of working that contributed in the improving working class conditions. The
developed transportation reduced the cost of food and factory productions that led
the wages of workers to be higher, which motivated them for better productions. This
period also witnessed the spread of newspapers and magazines, professional sports
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and arts. Efficient police forces were founded that made the crime rate lower
(Němcová 14)
Women’s conditions in this period were also improved, although the amendment
for the Reform Bill of 1867 did not give all the women the right to vote. Unmarried
women who had property had the right to vote in Poor Law Officials, while married
women were granted some control over their salaries. Nursing colleges were also
formed (Loeb 11).
The late Victorian period started from 1876 and ended in 1901. During this
period the costs of the British Empire became increasingly heavier and the growing
threats to the dominant position of the Empire became apparent. Many socialist
movements grew stronger being affected by Karl Marx and Frederick Engels’
revolutionary ideas. All of these events, along with the great depression, were strong
evidence that this period was called the “Time of Decay”.
According to Lori Anne Loeb, there had been many factors that led to the
degradation of the British Empire in the late Victorian period: “the Great Depression,
the rise of socialism, trade-union activity, the proliferation of evolutionary theories,
and increasing questions about belief, religion, and morality seemed to augur the
precipitous decline of a great empire” (100).
The picture of economic prosperity that characterized the mid-Victorian period
was turned upside down. A sequence of catastrophic harvests, especially wheat,
affected the life of the people. Low prices of vegetables and fruits made farmers
bankrupt. People’s migration from the country to the towns caused a decline in
agricultural production. The bad agricultural production led the people to move to
towns and to take rural life as the backbone (101 Loeb).The industrial growth that
occurred in the mid-Victorian period began to vanish and capital investment was also
in decline.
As the domestic affairs inside Britain moved towards the gradual collapse, the
scene on the international level looked similar. The emergence of Germany headed
by Bismarck after defeating France in 1871 represented a threat to Britain’s naval,
military, trade and industrial stance. The new appearance of the United States after
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the Civil War as a new power in terms of agriculture and industry and the expansion
of the railways, were also significant events that destabilized the situations in Britain.
J.R Seelcy, writes in article “the famous historian of Decadent Style" that :
Britain must create an Empire if she were not to be eclipsed by new giant
states. The fall of the British Empire (1905) in fact expressed a popular
view—Britain faced not only military and financial competition, but the
actual physical degeneration of its citizens the alarm was caused by the
economic decline and moral degradation (103).
1.3. VICTORIAN SOCIETY AND CLASS DIVISION
Three social classes divisions can be seen in Victorian England: the upper,
middle and lower class. The lower class included two divisions: upper middle class
and the lower middle class. Apart from the above-mentioned classes, there were also
many unclassified destitute people. The common point in these classes was the fact
that people in this period were fully aware of their social place (Hawes 34). To know
more, this part tries to explain the situations inside these classes and to what extent
the existed economic and social factors were essential in determining people’s status.
However, in the early nineteenth century the terms “working class” and “the
middle class” were already familiar while the upper class evolved later representing
the aristocrats and land owners to be a dominating class. The middle class, on the
other hand, worked hard to change their position, especially after the issue of the
Reform Act of 1832 and the abolition of the Corn Laws in 1846, which were obvious
proofs for their later success. While the people of the lower class left with no more
options other than working and toiling and their life turned to be a “struggle for
survival (Pasaribu 185).
The upper class was the dominating one. It included aristocrats, landed gentry,
and the owners of natural resources and factories (Hawes 34). Their domination
came as a result of their wealth. Along with the Victorian period, they were so keen
to preserve their superior position through supporting the acts that imposed high
taxation on bread, vegetables and other goods.
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Azmir Pasaribu in her articles “Social Stratification in the Victorian Age in Charles
Dickens’s Oliver Twist” states that the aristocratic people, after they appeared as the
dominating class, thanks to their financial power, deprived not only the working
class of political process, but the middle class as well:
The old hereditary aristocracy, reinforced by the new gentry who owed
their success to commerce, industry, and the professions, evolved into an
“upper class” (its consciousness formed in large part by the Public
Schools and Universities) which tenaciously maintained control over the
political system, depriving not only the working classes but the middle
classes of a voice in the political process (3).
To keep their superiority, aristocrats tended to send their children to elite
boarding schools, such as Eton and Rugby, where they taught the values of
aristocrats and the landed class. Affected by the ideas of aristocrats, which they
received from their schools, those children unconsciously considered themselves
superior and tried hard to maintain this position as they were growing up, as did their
fathers before them. This strategy made the hierarchical gap wider as years passing
(Radja 25).
The Middle Class, on the other hand, was divided into two parts: the upper
middle class that included the professional, clergies, parsons, businessmen and the
second the lower middle class involved clerks, officers and shop owners who were
given the name of “shabby- genteel” (Hawes 34). This class comprised about fifteen
percent of the population. (Radja 22).
Gradually, new roles were identified for men and women of this class. Men went
for work in business, while their women could find respectable work in offices,
telephone exchanges and schools, or working as governess or maybe staying at home
caring for the family (Mitchell 20). As a matter of financial stability, people of this
class usually did not marry until the age of 28 or 30. Their children were sent to
private boarding schools and did not have the opportunity to go to elite schools,
where the children of upper class could be found (Mitchell 22). Since many of them
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became rich by their own work, middle class people valued hard work, perseverance
and individual responsibility.
Family union and togetherness were the common scenes that could be seen in
this class. Children worked at an early age, sometimes they were brought to work
with their fathers, and being raised by their mothers, were among the reasons why
the family relations were strong, compared with the upper class whose children were
raised by servants and sent to elite schools where they spent long hours and working
class children who spent long hours working outside the house. Their children were
also ambitious, creative and positive users of their leisure time. They were fully
aware of the importance of being financially secure as their fathers did (Radja 21).
Moving to the lower class or working class, it could be noted that the people of
this class suffered and were obligated to work. This class included factory hands,
mine workers, building workers, agricultural workers and domestic servants. It
included also “the homeless and permanently unemployed, as well as the “working
poor” (Pasaribu184). Work for this class was the key point for their survival, which
means that all family members had to work to stay alive. Children laboured in mines,
factories, chimney sweeping and many others dangerous and difficult works.
Moreover, in their work, men, women and children, suffered much in terms of the
unsafe environment, long work hours and bad treatment that they received. They also
were forced to pay regular and high taxes, about twenty pounds per year (Radja 22).
According to Azmir Pasaribu, lower class people were not given enough
educational opportunities and the nature of their work confined them to manual work
that depended on physical strength:
The lower class was distinguished from the upper one in terms of having
less education, no pretensions to gentility, fewer resources or
opportunities, and in some cases, simply less luck. The lower class in the
Victorian Age commonly has division occupations. They embraced those
of the labour force who do manual labour, who join unions, who earn a
“wage” (hourly rate) rather than a “salary” and whose characteristic
symbol is the blue rather than the white collar of the middle class. The
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occupational character of the working class is that labour physically; they
use their hands and manipulate things (194).
As mentioned earlier, most people of this class worked for their survival and
were vulnerable to poverty at times they did not work, such as in cases of illness,
layoffs, sudden urgent matters or factory or workshop fires. Therefore, every
member of the family had to work. Women, apart from their work outside the house,
did piecework or other jobs. Children worked from very young ages about 12 or 14
hours assisting their families to stay alive; therefore, the new family who had still no
children was more vulnerable to poverty (Massuda 18).
However, people of this class showed a hostile stance towards the upper and
middle class as they were marginalized and remained with no political voice. With
the progression of the Victorian age, their conditions were turning from bad to worse.
For instance, capitalists exploited those workers by paying them low wages since
they knew that those workers had no alternative other than work. Their income and
salary varied according their skills and abilities. Skilled labourers had gained the
power to establish trade unions as a way to improve their situation while unskilled
workers remained susceptible to exploitation and could not defend themselves
(Pasaribu 186 & 187).

1.4. CHILD LABOUR AND ITS HISTORICAL BACKGROUND
Child labour refers to the employment of children who are under the age of
eighteen working in conditions that might affect them physically, mentally, morally
and deprive them of attending schools. However, not every work done by children
can be called child labour. Therefore, this part of the thesis aims to differentiate
between what is child labour and what is child-positive work, which may have a
good impact on the children in return. Further aims include giving more definitions
about this concept and following the historical view of childhood and the existence
of child labour.
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According to the International Labour Organization, the term child labour is
defined as “the work that deprives children of their childhood, their potentials and
their dignity, and that is harmful to physical and mental development.” Faraaz
Siddiqi and Harry Anthony Patrinos state in their article "Child Labour: Issues,
Causes and Interventions"that child labour is “the activity that deprives children of
the simple joys of childhood through putting them in conditions that include health
hazards and potential abuse” (3).
However, not all work done by children can be categorized under the term of
“child labour.” Children’s participation, especially adolescents’, in types of works
that do not affect them healthily, mentally and morally or do not prevent their
education is considered to be positive work. This includes practices such as assisting
their parents at home, helping in a family business or gaining pocket money in their
spare time or during summer holidays. On the other hand, these sorts of activities
contribute to children’s mental development. They provide them with experiences
and increase their self-confidence to be productive people in society during their
adulthood (14 ILO).
Following the historical existence of child labour, it can be said that this kind of
labour can be found across the ages and with different extents. According to the
history of the Hebrews, Greeks and Romans, whose cultures affected Western
society, children were like objects and their existence was invisible as Rame Kant
Rai states in her article "History of Child Rights and Child Labour"that parents and
the patriarchal society at Greeks and Romans time treated children as objects of
intervention rather than as legal subjects in their own right. Many labelled them as a
‘problem population’ whereas others reduced them to being seen as property and
thus treated them as non-entities (1).
Furthermore, ancient Greeks put children with special needs on the top of wild
hills, where they were vulnerable to wild animals, especially falcons and eagles. This
practice was followed in Rome until the time when Christianity became the state
religion. Killing unwanted children, especially handicapped children, became less
later on in the centuries but it may never be totally abolished (Rai 1).
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However, looking at historical view of childhood and the existence of child
labour in the Middle Ages, it can be said that there are two different perspectives
regarding this issue. The older historical view holds that the period had no concept of
childhood considering children no more than “little adults.” On the other hand,
modern views of the Middle Ages disagree with what have been adopted by earlier
views, stating that the medieval world had a clear concept of childhood, considering
children’s rights to live in a suitable environment and to receive education. (Hindman
33).
Child labour existed during the Middle Ages, especially in agriculture, due to
families’ economic difficulties and the absence of obligatory schooling. Apart from
the work in agriculture, children could find other work in town, in rich households
and church as well. Furthermore, it is important to say that the appearance of child
labour happened gradually, whether in agriculture or in towns, and it was seen as a
natural thing that happened without objection and comment. Far worse than this,
children during the Middle Ages were involved in the daily life issues as what was
called “little adults” (Hindman 33).
During the Industrial Revolution, which is considered to be a controversial
period, most children were forced to work in factories, coal mines and mills and as
chimney sweepers. According to Edward P. Cheyney, “the new industry required
bodies of labourers working regular hours under the control of their employers and in
the buildings where the machines were placed and the power provided” (178). Being
the cheapest man labourers and the fact that industrial growth needed huge amount of
workers, child labour was common at that time. Those children worked in bad and
dangerous conditions. During their work, they were exploited, beaten, and even
sexually abused.
Starting with coal mines, it can be noticed that this type of work was so difficult
and dangerous for children since roofs caved in and mines collapsed, resulting in
many casualties. Children worked in these mines under few safe rules. Their work
was to cut and move coal. While younger children were put into damp and draughty
areas where they pulled ropes that extended to the door and when they heard the
sound of coaches coming ahead, they would open the door for them by pulling the
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door. Working in these dark and unventilated places, children were suffering from
many diseases, especially black lung and pneumonia. Nevertheless, carrying loads of
coals on their backs was familiar work for children in these mines (Schmidt 35).
Factories and mills, on the other hand, were places in which children could also
be found. Sometimes orphans were brought to live inside these factories and mills.
They spent most of their time working with no fresh air or regular breaks. Even
children spent some time on Sunday cleaning the mills and machines. Many serious
accidents occurred and some children were badly injured. Their hands were cut and
in many casesthey died. Edward P. Cheyney writes in his book An Introduction to
the Industrial and Social History of England that “the early mills were small, hot,
damp, dusty, and unhealthy. They were not more so perhaps than the cottages where
domestic industry had been carried on. No regular work hours were organized;
twelve, thirteen, and even fourteen hours a day were usual” (199).
Chimney sweeping was also common work in this period. Being physically
small, children who were between 5 and 10 years were forced to enter through the
narrow chimneys passages houses and factories. Being put inside these small, dark
and unventilated chimneys, children were vulnerable to bruises, arms breaking and
suffocation.
They were required to scrape away and clean soot and other tar deposits caused
by wood or log fire smoke from the inside of the flue as Ray Gessner states:
There were no safety regulations, and children often suffered because of
it. The children were poorly fed and often slept in cellars on bags of soot.
Life for these boys was hard; some choked to death or suffocated due to
the lack of oxygen. Casualties were also caused from being stuck in
narrow flues or from falling to the ground from old rotten chimney stacks
(2).
Other than what has been mentioned, homeless children were roaming the streets
with no money and shelter. They stole money to buy food or find places to sleep.
Others sold cigars and flowers.
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Child labour in the Victorian age was also big issue and is explained later in this
chapter. Moving forward to the twentieth century, the modern feature of childhood
had formed. Children were no longer money earners but they were pupils.
Furthermore, the period witnessed many significant developments (Schmidt 36). The
period from 1860 to 1920 witnessed the formation of children’s welfare concepts,
which was mainly concerned with their safety. The later years saw children’s
psychological orientations, focusing on children’s minds, which were influenced by
Freudian ideas, emotions, dreams, habits, instincts and fantasies as Harry Hendrick
describes the concept of the psychological child:
The “psychological child” was in large part the product of psychologists
such as Cyril Burt (in his work on individual differences), the
psychoanalyst and educationalist Susan Isaac (in her work on children’s
emotional and social development), and the Child Guidance movement,
which dealt with the “minor problems” of “normal” childhood. The
principal concern was to produce children who were emotionally
adjusted to their environment. Understandably, then, child labour—
despite continuing among poor families during the Depression—did not
figure in these constructions (37).
Later on in the century, the Children’s Act of 1948 was passed establishing
local child-care departments which aimed to give children more privileges focusing
on the concept of “child democracy” and “child rights,” which were to some points
exaggerated concepts since children in many cases were denied full citizenship and
became only “citizens in waiting.” Regarding child labour during this period, it was
regarded as minor and useful in terms of providing young people with their pocket
money, a feeling of being responsible rather than money earning, and a beneficial
way of taking advantage of their leisure time. However, reports were issued in 1970
confirming that before and after school work had harmful effects on the pupils’
attendance and concentration. Despite these reports, no actual measures were taken.
Further reports were issued in the 1980s and 1990s indicating that the existence of
child labour, although many authorities tried to hide this picture, estimating 35 and
43 percent of children who were found in part-time paid work (Hendrick 36 & 37).
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Despite the everlasting myth of “jobs suitable for children,” which gives the priority
for young people works rather than their study, education remains the most essential
opportunity that all children should be given.

1.5. CHILD LABOUR IN VICTORIAN BRITAIN
Although child labour can be traced back to the medieval ages, as it was
explained earlier in this chapter, the beginning of the Industrial Revolution was the
real start of child labour. Being the cheapest available man labour and the fact that
many machines did not require physical effort, such as pressing buttons, and the bad
economic situation for the poor were among the important factors that forced
children to work in the Victorian Era. In this period, the consequences of
industrialization were reflected. The common characteristics of children’s work was
characterized by long hours, low wages and dangerous environments. To know more
about this subject, the economic status of the poor and working class, their incomes
and the children conditions along this period will be highlighted.
Sally Mitchell in her book Daily life in Victorian England explains the nature of
child labour during the Victorian age and under which conditions children worked as
she criticizes the nature of reforms which dealt with working issues, neglect and
parental abuse:
Twenty-first-century readers are shocked by accounts of the Victorian
children—some of them very young—who worked long hours under
terrible conditions. However, child labour was not invented by the
Victorians. Children in pre-industrial societies had always worked. Most
took some part in their parents labour, whether in agriculture or in
producing goods at home. (41).
Children in this period were made to work in factories. Despite the existence of
factories and machines in the Victorian age, there were about 20% of children who
worked in agriculture. The remaining was laboured in small workshops, domestic
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industry and domestic service, unlike the children at the begging of the Industrial
Revolution who were laboured in factories (Forst 55).
However, it is important to mention that the reason child labour was important
lies in the low income of families. For example, the highest skilled workers (e.g.
engineers) could make one-hundred to two-hundred pounds in one year, thereby
having their families live in comfort. The most skilled workers (e.g. carpenters)
earned eighty to one-hundred pounds per year; their children started apprenticeships
and were ready for any circumstance. Semiskilled workers earned about fifty pounds
per year (e.g. butcher). Unskilled workers (e.g. millers and dockworkers) earned
forty to fifty pounds a year (e.g. garmers). In these two groups, child labour became
an important aspect of family survival. The larger families suffered much since any
accident and illness led to economic disaster. Therefore, working class children were
considered as basic income for their families (Forst 55 & 56).
In fact, poor children found no other alternative than working, as had Charles
Dickens himself when his father was imprisoned. In 1840, there were only 20% of
Londoner children who were receiving education. The fortunate workers at that time
were laboured in respectable trades; trade workers worked 64 hours per week and 52
in winter. Those children sometimes worked as general servants; there were 12,000
domestic servants mid-century in London working 75 hours a week. Prostitutes
numbered in the thousands in London. Their ages were between 15 and 22 years
(Cody).
There were also many orphans who were brought from the work houses and
were made to work in factories. Those who brought children from the workhouses
were given money for every child, which means children were at the mercy of
people. It was easier to pay low wages to those children who were powerless and had
no ability to revolt. Consequently, children became an important factor on whom
employees depended to operate their factories.
Although Victorians worried less about children’s work in agriculture, this work
was full of danger. Agriculture remained an important income for Victorian people.
In 1851, there were about 20% who were still on the land. Just like those who
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worked in factories and mines, those children worked under unpleasant conditions.
Their wages were also low compared to the long hours they spent in the land. During
the harvest seasons, the working day lasted from dawn until dusk. Even children of 4
years worked on the land scaring crows out of the corn. Generally, boys tended to
work in these places more than girls who helped their mothers with dairies works and
gathering wheat stalks which were left by the harvesters. At the age of 11 or 12, boys
were prepared to start full time work (e.g. shepherding and ploughing). Those
children were vulnerable to many dangerous conditions including cold weather and
physical disease caused by the difficult work they performed (Forst 560).
Apart from children’s work in factories, mines and agriculture, inside work or
demotic work was another type of work that children suffered from. Handwork with
all of its types (e.g. box making, colouring fashion items, sewing and embroidery)
was performed at home by women and their daughters, who were paid in low wages.
Little girl’s assistance was essential for work to be finished. In many cases, such as
when there was no available income, women and their children had to keep working
for 14 or 16 hours a day for their survival. Those children were trained in order to be
able to follow the work.
Another type of children’s work can be seen on the city streets, particularly in
London. For example, a child, boy or girl, with a small sweeper who cleaned the path
in which a rich man with his wife wearing a long dress, as today when children clear
the class, hoped to receive tips in return. Girls can be found in the streets selling
flower gums and cigarettes. Boys could also gain money by holding dogs and horses
or carrying parcels. Before the invention of the telephone at the end of the century,
boys were standing near business offices waiting for someone holding a message and
wanting to send it to take money in return. Although the above mentioned examples
of work were done at an early age, it reflected children’s responsibility as being able
to perform regular work while growing up (Mitchell 44).
Child Prostitution was another dark scene existing in the Victorian age,
especially in the late Victorian period. It involved girls under 16 and was supervised
by many of those who exploited girls regulating their work. Although Rescue
security of London, whose mission was to rescue young girls and women, denied the
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existence of child prostitution, many sexual crimes were seen and discovered by
police. Moreover, at London Lock hospital, about 6.5% of young girls under 16
stayed in the hospital for sexual illness between 1840 and 1850.
However, it is important here to say that many acts and articles were passed to
make reforms, regulate, or eliminate child labour. Although some of these acts were
not organized enough, their existence was important to some extent. The Factory Act
of 1802 limited work hours to 12 hours a day and mill owners were imposed to give
the workers some education. The Act of 1833 on the other hand prohibited the work
of children who were under nine in textile mills and specified the work children who
were between nine and twelve to forty-eight hours a week. In 1842, coal mines were
annexed among regulated industries and underground work was prohibited for all
women and girls and boys who are the age of ten.
In 1840, for instance, using climbing boys to sweep chimneys was forbidden. As
years passed, many jobs and activities were annexed to prohibited employment lists.
The minimum age for full-time work was re limited again. Work hours were
shortened, night work was prohibited and organized breaks were given. At the end of
the Victorian age, children who are under 12 were not allowed to work in factories or
workshops. Children work in agriculture was also organized, they could still work,
but part-time (Radja 43).

1.6. VICTORIAN NOVEL
The novel was the most significant genre of English literature during the
Victorian age. Its plot, in many cases, centred on protagonists who were as the same
as the readers that made them involved in the events. Its setting was mostly the same
city in which the readers lived. In the conclusion, readers could see that moral
lessons and events of the novel mirrored the existing society where the reader’s selfidentification was possible. Its style was characterized by the presence of authorial
techniques; sometimes omnificent narratives could be seen, which gave the novelists
the space to teach their readers, as O’Gorman states:
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The strong authorial presence, which is the common characteristic of the
Victorian fiction, was put differently where the novelist’s role was
similar of teachers who guide and teach the readers. A passage of
commentary about fictional episodes, sometimes written in the style of
religious flavour, was put by authors as an introduction for the readers to
know about the novels they were reading. Even the dialogue between
characters reflected the author’s viewpoints (Wheeler 39). The end of
this sub-genre is thought to be ended in 1866 when George Eliot’s Felix
Holt was published (O’Gorman 149).
Herbert F. Tucker states in his book A Companion to Victorian Literature and
Culture that the plot of the Victorian novel is what made it an important genre in the
Victorian period where solutions of individual’s real life problems can be given: “In
their very form, their forward-moving and morally progressive plots, their emphasis
on individual solutions, their mirroring of a diverse but finally all-inclusive social
sphere, they inscribe their readers more comfortably and therefore more insidiously,
within a master plot of cultural control” (323).
Before going deeper, it is important to know why the readers of novels increased
during this period and to what extent their social and economic status was important
in this regard. To answer these questions, the social and economic conditions that
existed at that time should be explained. However, the good economic status for the
middle class, who were the avid readers, enabled them to buy or borrow books. The
new ways of publications were also important reasons for the widespread popularity
of the novel.
Kate Flint in her article The Victorian Novel and ItsReaders states that the growth
of the cities, the way in which books were distributed, the technology and the good
economic situations, especially for middle class readers, were reasons that increased
the novel’s readability: “this was due to the economic factors: the growth of the
cities, which provided concentrated markets; the development of overseas readership
in the colonies; cheaper production costs when it comes to both papers and printing
processes; better distributed networks, and the advertising and promotion of books”
(19).
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However, the rise of education, on the other hand, was also an effective reason that
motivated people to read. Although it is hard to be certain about the rate of literacy in
the early years of the Victorian age, since procedures used to measure the ability to
read and write were old and unreliable, we can see that the literacy rate in 1840 was
67% for men and 54% for women. In 1870, the Education Act was issued making it
easier for the people to receive education and to raise their ability to write and read.
In the 1880s, the rate increased to 91% for men and 88% for women (Flint 20).
As a way to make the novels available to poor people, many attempts were made.
One of these was the cheap reprinting of novels that came after years of the first
edition. The price of the reprinted novels was not expensive, which gave the
opportunity to the working class people to read, teach themselves and to take moral
lessons as well (Wheeler 3).
Since the novel was an important genre in the Victorian period, the focus will be
of the form, plot, type of characters, and the most important novelists with their
famous works and the period in which they wrote.
Starting with the early years of the Victorian period, we can see a common type
or, if it could be said, sub-genre of the novel that is called Victorian “social novels”
or “condition of England fiction,” “Industrial fiction” or “social-problem” novels.
The topic or the theme of these novels centred on the difficulties and shortcomings of
industrial society. Although these novels did not have political positions, they had
obvious agendas of reform. The real flourish of these novels was in the 1840s, a
decade that was characterized by political problems and unrest that became wellknown as the “Hungry Forties.” Charlotte Bronte’s Shirley (1849), Charles Dickens’s
Oliver Twist (1837-8), The old Curiosity Shop (1840-1), Barnaby Rudge (1841),
Martin Chuzzlewit (1843-4), Dombey and Son (1846-8) and Daivd Copperfield
(1849-50); Elizabeth Gaskell’s Mary Barton (1848) and North and South(1855);
Benjaman Disraeli’s Coningsby(1844), Sybil (1845) and Tancred (1847); and
Charles Kingsley’s Yeast (1848) were examples of the novel in this period
(O’Gorman 149).
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Michael Wheeler states that the early novel concentrated mainly on the social evils of
the industrialization with special attention given to the poor and working class
people:
These early novels and stories, however, tend to exaggerate the evils they
expose by focusing exclusively on extreme cases, sometimes giving the
impression that factories were piled high with human limbs wrenched off
by machines or rapacious overseers. They tend to sentimentalize the
poor, thus treating the working class monolithically, and are often
documented with ponderous footnotes in the style of the blue book. Their
significance lies in the fact that they began the process of educating
middle- and upper-class novel readers, many of whom had formerly been
quite ignorant of what was going on in the manufacturing areas of Britain
(21).
Being highly concerned about exposing the shortcomings of the industrial
societies, the novels of this sub-genre dealt deeply with the issue of poor and rich
topics. Disraeli’s masterpiece Sybil (1845) was about the ignorance of habits between
the poor and rich as if they were not living in the same society or as coming from
different places. Elizabeth Gaskell in Mary Barton (1848) and North and South
(1845-5) depicted class struggle in early Manchester where the upper and middle
class members walked around streets without entering the slums of the city that made
them ignorant about the conditions of the poor people in these slums. Kingsley in his
novel Yeast (1848) described how the aristocrats were not willing to enter the slums
as Carlyle stated that “a man’s eyes can only see what they have learnt to see.”
Dickens’ novels Oliver Twist and Hard Times were also reflecting the same issues
with other industrial problems (Wheeler 38).
The mid-Victorian period, on the other hand, was characterized as the productive
phase of the novel since the conditions were suitable for the novel to flourish due to
the fact that the major and minor novelists reached maturity. Examples of these
novels that contained variety of form and subject-matter include: Charlotte Bronte’s
Jane Eyre, Thackeray’s Vanity Fair, Disraeli’s Tancred, Emily Bronte’s Wuthering
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Heights, Trollope’s the Macdermots of Ballycloran and J.H. Newman Loss and Gain
(David 41).
Although every novelist in this mid period had his own style, many common
concerns and fears were shared. Life inside the family, marriage, social class
differences, the status of the innocent child and women’s issues were among these
common concerns. Dickens David Copperfield and Florence Domby, Charlotte
Bronte’s Jane Eyre and Thackeray’s Henry Esmond, are novels in which child status
were represented (David 37).
However, “domestic realism” was the prevailed dominant form of fiction in this
period. In these novels, life-like events could be traced. In this regard Richter states:
Around 1860 the dominant form of fiction is “domestic realism”: stories
of characters working out their destinies within a contemporary
provincial or London setting. The setting signifies that society as a
whole, if not the protagonist of the novel, becomes a sort of “character”
whose limited moral and spiritual views (in the form of “public opinion”)
have an impact on the outcome of the story. (125).
One of the most significant sub-genres of this period was the epic novel, which
described works of fantasy and was a sensational novel that flourished in 1860s and
died out on decade later. The last sub-genre focuses on criminal tales biographies and
murder as Patrick Brantlinger states in his article What Is “Sensational” about the
“Sensation Novel”?:
The sensational novel was and is sensational partly because of content: it
deals with crime, often murder as an outcome of adultery and sometimes
of bigamy, in apparently proper, bourgeois, domestic settings The best
sensation novels are also “novels with a secret” or sometimes several
secrets, in which new narrative strategies were developed to tantalize the
reader by withholding information rather than divulging it (1 & 2).
However, there were many novelists of this sub-genre, such as Sheridan Le
Fanu, Mary Elizabeth Braddon and Wilkie Collins, who were able to mix the modern
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domestic realism with the element of Gothic romance forming types of novels that
were very famous at that time (Brantlinger 1).
In the late Victorian age, many important events occurred in regard to novels
such as the death of many famous novelists; “George Eliot died in 1880, As Sally
Mitchell writes, Thomas Carlyle and Benjamin Disraeli in 1881, Charles Darwin and
Anthony Trollope in 1882” (11). Michel Wheeler points out that “male novelists in
this period were photographed wearing neckties, turning-down collars and jackets
and fashionable ladies smoked cigarettes” (171). At the same time, sub-genres
appeared on surfaces such as the “Gothic novel” and “slum novel”
The “Gothic novel” was a kind of novel that centred on the atmosphere of
mystery and horror with settings related to medieval times. It focused on the external
world rather than the eternal world of the characters. According to David H. Richter
“the Gothic novels of the late eighteenth century had been structured as suspense
actions, as melodramas, the neo-Gothic is more typically a supernatural morality
tale” (139). An atmosphere of mystery and suspense is one of the Gothic elements.
The work is pervaded by a threatening feeling, a fear enhanced by the unknown.
On the other hand, the slum novel, which was also an important genre in this late
period, appeared also as an important genre. It is mainly concerned with the
conditions and sufferings of people in slums and crowded areas as Andrzej Diniejko
states: “Slum novels shared many features of naturalistic fiction, i.e. they tended to
be concerned with the murky aspects of contemporary urban life; their typical
settings were the slums, i.e. overcrowded urban areas characterized by substandard
housing and squalor.” (104)
Although slum fiction was pioneered by Walter Besant and George Gissing in
the 1880s and later developed by the young Rudyard Kipling, Arthur Morrison and
Somerset Maugham, it is much indebted to Charles Dickens’s social novels, but they
were free of their sentimentality and Gothic extravagance (Forst 54).
Matthew K. McKean in his article "Rethinking Late-Victorian Slum Fiction: The
Crowd and Imperialism at Home"stated that the novelists of sub-genre reflected poor
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people’s conditions, especially in slums. They hoped that their novels might be
reasons for changing their lives:
The goal was to alert readers to the conditions of the slums in hopes of
kindling awareness, charity, and social reform. The second generation of
slum novelists was similarly lauded for its realistic portrayal of slum
environments. They were generally considered to have rediscovered the
slums and revived the tradition of urban-pastoral writing to which
London’s working classes owed a great debt of gratitude (2).

1.7. CHARLES DICKENS AND THE INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION
Charles John Huffam Dickens was born in Landport, Portsmouth, England on 7
February 1812, the second of eight children of John and Elizabeth Dickens. His
father, John Dickens, was a clerk in the Navy office at Portsmouth. At the age of 12,
Dickens was sent to work at Warrens Blacking Warehouse. His job there was to
paste labels onto bottles. This event forced Charles to live in lodgings. This period
was so hard and humiliating for him to the extent that he did not speak of it in his life
except to his wife and his closest friend, John Forster (11).
Charles Dickens wrote about social class differences, child labour and living
conditions in the light of the Industrial Revolution that made the rich richer and the
poor poorer. His works gave the readers a full vision about how it was difficult to
live and to work, especially for children, in a period of time where a traditional way
of production and manual labour were replaced by machine-driven works that were
more dangerous and threatening. Many of his novels, such as Oliver Twist, depicted
the severity and cruelty of the new urban and industrialized life style that appeared as
a result of the Industrial Revolution. Other of his works such as David Copperfield
and Little Dorrit reflected his personal life. However, it would be important to
mention that through this part of the thesis, Dickens’ view about the Industrial
Revolution, how his novels reflected the sufferings of working classes and children,
especially child labour since he himself worked at a very young age after his father
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was put in jail debt, and some other novels that criticized this industrial phenomena,
will be discussed and explained.
According to Donald Hawes, Dickens’ view and stance towards the new changes
brought by the Industrial Revolution were formed in his early age. The people he
met, his school days in London and in the lawyer office, shaped his personality,
attitudes and works:
More potent influences were the people, scenes and things he saw, heard
and felt at first hand: the noisy crowded London streets of the 1820s and
1830s, the boys who worked alongside him in the blacking warehouse
(including one named Bob Fagin), prisoners in their cells in the
Marshalsea, his schooldays in Chatham and London, the cases he came
across in the lawyers offices and witnesses in the courts, and the
parliamentary debates and elections he reported for newspapers using his
amazing skill in writing shorthand (11).
On 20 February 1824 Dickens’s father was jailed in Marshalsea Prison for his
debts. Dickens was sent to work in spite of his early age. As Trikaloka Handayani
Putri states in his article, “Charles Dickens’ view of the Industrial Revolution as
reflected in Hard Times: “Dickens had a hard life since he was a boy. He becomes
close to poverty, misery, pain and things that go to the pauper society. With his bitter
experience, Dickens becomes the subject collective of a social class; lower class” (4).
It is important here to mention that the novelist’s purposes behind writing their
novels, including Charles Dickens, were not just material or entertaining purposes
but to educate people by showing them what was going on in that period, which were
among their high priorities. These novelists like Charles Dickens and Mrs. Gaskell
gave a variety of views and perspectives about the problems of industrialization.
They wrote about fear and the danger of this new society. At the end of their novel,
they made it clear that cooperation and communication between the classes,
especially the working and middle classes, were the most effective ways to overcome
the consequences of industrialization (Simmons 336). These novels were effective
weapons because they represented the voice of the working class to put pressure on
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the ruling class at a time when reforms were urgently needed for the poor and
working class people. As James Simmons states in his article "the Industrial
Revolution and Condition of England Novels" that: “Reforms was on the mind of
England, and the novel was the apparatus by which many matter of concerns would
be presented to the public in a manner and language not suited only for the lawyers
and politicians, but for the common man and woman as well” (337 & 338).
Louis Althusser in his article "Ideology and Ideological State Apparatuses"
states that literature, especially novel, is among the apparatuses that can be used to
influence the society. He states that the novel has the ability to attract all the subjects
in the society. Through its charming quality, the subjects, the readers, are controlled
and shaped by the novels. However, the Victorian novelist, such as Dickens, used the
novel in the right and sound way in educating the readers (Keshavarzi 2).
Charles Dickens was among those who used his writings to write about people’s
suffering during this revolution. Trikaloka Handayani Putri states that “Charles
Dickens was one of the greatest English novelists who were mainly concerned about
the social reformation. Moreover, most of his works highlight the Industrial
Revolution as the cause of suffering and misery” (1).
However, Dickens played a great role in educating people of the great danger of
industrialization. He was aware of the social changes brought by the Industrial
Revolution and tried hard to act as a reformer. As Abdollah Keshavarzi states in his
article "Charles Dickens: A Reformist or a Compromiser": “Dickens was familiar
with the social problems and issues of his age because of his active participation in
social activities and his involvement with different social institutions. It is his
familiarity with social issues that lead many critics to consider him a reformer”
(1).Hugh Cunningham states that Dickens was not only calling for reforms but he
criticized the ruling power as well:
Both in his lifetime and afterwards, Dickens had a reputation as a
reformer. Many have credited him with creating the climate of opinion
that facilitated the reforms in education, public health, and criminal law
that helped to make Britain a safer and less strife-ridden society. He was
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also well known as a critic of the existing structure of power, puncturing
the pomposity and self-delusion of politicians and other officeholders
(158).
However, Charles Dickens believed in the role of literature, and the novel in
particular, as a force that could change the painful reality to bring the necessary
social reforms to society. Therefore, he used the novel as a tool to criticize the social,
economic and moral shortcomings brought about by the Industrial Revolution. He,
through his novels, tried to diagnose the ills in society while seeking some remedies
for those ills. His treatment of the social illnesses in his novels was magnificent.
Yazdan Bakhsh Gholami writes in his article “A Social Study of Poverty in Charles
Dickens’s Hard Times, Bleak House and Oliver Twis"t:
He uses fiction as an outlet for his enduring fascination with the darker
side of human nature. The treatment of crime by Charles Dickens was far
more than an authorial device; it was a focal point for his deep concern
with social problems and played a significant role in his attempts to
understand these social ills. His works are not only about crime, but they
also raise questions on the Poor Law system and the living conditions of
the working class (646).
Hard Times, Bleak House and Oliver Twist, were amongst his well-known
novels narrating the conditions of the working class during industrialization. Oliver
Twist is analysed in detail later in this thesis.
Bleak House was first published as a serial between March of 1852 and
September of 1853. Although Dickens was in his highest intellectual maturity, it was
not his best novel (Hawes 83). In Bleak House, Dickens criticized the social
administration of justice and law through of lawsuit of Jarndyce. He also criticized
the society that failed to assist the poor. Dickens touched upon the inequities in
industrialized society; it depicts the corruption of the Chancery court and
administrative incompetence. Furthermore, he criticized the slum housing, neglect of
contagious diseases, overcrowded houses, the lack of education for the poor and
many similar issues (Gholami 649). According to Paul David, Bleak house“describes
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England as a bleak house, devastated by an irresponsible and self-serving legal
system, symbolically represented by the Lord Chancellor.” In this regard, Donald
Hawes states:
Besides his primary purpose of exposing and satirizing the Court of Chancery
and the legal system, Dickens portrays the social evils and shortcomings of England
in the middle of the nineteenth century: the condition of the poorest classes, political
inefficiency and corruption, the prevalence of dirt and disease (including smallpox),
and overcrowded burial grounds. His graphic scene of Krook’s death by Spontaneous
combustion excited controversy (83).
In Hard Times, Dickens draws a materialist society through the characters of Mr.
Thomas Gradgrind, Louisa Gradgrind, Tom Gradgrind and Cecilia Jupe. As it is
stated by Putri:
In Hard Times, the working class is called ‘The Hands’ since the worth
thing from the working class according to the bourgeois class is their
hands, in other words, their power. The working society is described as
‘the subject of a nameless, horrible dread, a mortal fear of one particular
shape with everything took. Whatsoever he looked at grew into that form
sooner or later. The object of his miserable existence was to prevent its re
cognition by anyone among the various people he encountered. (81).
In Hard Times, Stephen Blackpool represented the working class. He had to
confront the unjust treatment by the factory owners. Ha was accused of being a bank
robber with not strong evidences. He dies while exerts his all efforts to clean his bad
reputation as a robber.
However, it is important here to shed light on Gaskell’s famous two: Mary
Barton and North. They were mainly written to criticize the Industrial Revolution.
MaryBarton was published in 1848. The events of the novel occurred in England
during the period between the 1830s and 1840s and concentrated on the harsh
conditions of the working class. Manchester during this period witnessed social,
economic and human problems caused by rapid industrialization. As Ameera.V.U
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writes in h+s- article The "Condition of England Novels’ and Victorian Women
Novelists": Mary Barton dramatizes the urban ills of the late 1840s; an era marked by
industrial conflict, by strikes and lock-outs, by low wages and enforced
unemployment, by growing class consciousness and by Chartist agitation which
reached its climax in the year of the novel’s publication” (2).
The focus in this novel is on the Bartons and the Wilsons, the two families from
the working class. Mary Barton, since her early childhood, learned that life can be as
a struggle when one is poor. She aspires to escape from poverty to wealth. Her father
was a poor weaver and therefore the family was deprived. The family had to work
hard to survive in a society that is not supportive to the working class (Ameera 3).
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2. CHILD LABOUR IN OLIVER TWIST
Oliver Twist, or The Parish Boy’s Progress is one of Charles Dickens’ most wellknown novels. It was published in a monthly edition from 1837 to 1839 and narrated
by the third person omniscient narrator. The novel focuses on the sufferings of
children, especially orphans in the corrupt systems. It is an early example of the
novels that draws public attention to many social issues, such as class difference,
workhouses, child labour and the involvement of children in criminal activities.
Dickens in this novel depicts these issues sensitively with bitterness, highlighting the
realistic situations using dark humour (Didelyté 5).
Regarding the character of Oliver, the protagonist of the novel, there are some
claims on which this character is actually based on. According to John Waller in his
book The Real Oliver Twist: Robert Blincoe; A Life That Illuminates An Age, Charles
Dickens’ main motivation for writing Oliver Twist that it is based on the real story of
Robert Blincoe, who left the workhouse and never went back to his family again. At
the age of seven, Robert was sent to 300 miles north to work in cotton mills. There,
he was abused and mistreated. Blincoe’s biography was written by John Brown in
the pamphlet, A Memoir of Robert Blincoe, An Orphan Boy, in 1832 (Waller 3). Yet
it may also be based on a boy named Peter Tolliver whom Dickens knew while
growing up in the workhouse of which Richardson Ruth mentions in his book
Dickens and the Workhouse: Oliver Twist and the London Poor (Pasaribu 3).
Here it seems necessary to mention that many chapters of Oliver Twist are
devoted to satirizing the organizations of charity that were run at that time by the
church officials and the Poor Law of 1834, which stipulated that poor who chose to
move to workhouses would receive governmental assistance. On the contrary, the
poor who entered the workhouses suffered and their life turned from bad to worse.
In fact, the Poor Law was passed by the Whig government of Earl Grey and
contained many articles that were not passed in the previous Act of 1601. It was
aimed that this Act would change the poverty relief system in England and Wales.
The Act was described as “the classic example of the fundamental Whig-Benthamite
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reforming legislation of the period”. It was accepted unanimously by large majorities
in Parliament, with a few Radicals who voted against it.
It was intended that this Act would curb the cost of poor relief, and to amend
many articles of the old system. In this regard, Timothy Besley, Stephen Coate and
Timothy W. Guinnane state:
The Poor Law Act of 1834 sought to change the organization and basis
of English poor relief policy. Central to the New Poor Law was the
reduction of the authority of local parishes and the elimination of outdoor
relief for the able-bodied through the use of the workhouse test.
Workhouses were large, centralized institutions for housing and feeding
paupers (1).
Although this Act was seen as a suitable solution for the problem of the pauper,
it did not change the lives of the poor. It did not improve the material or the moral
conditions of the poor. It was ruthlessly enforced in rural southern England and later
on in the northern parts. Some people were happy with this Act because they believe
that it would improve the living conditions of the poor through taking the beggars
from the streets and encouraging the poor to work hard to support their families. On
application, many wrong aspects in this Act became highlighted, among them: the
separation of family members and providing mothers of illegitimate children with
much less support.
The Law supposedly enacts the transfer of unemployed rural workers to urban
areas where they could find work. It also aimed to protect urban ratepayers from
paying more. However, it was impossible to achieve these two aims where the
principle of a lower eligibility policy enforced people to search for work in towns
and cities alike.
The Act also sadly stipulates separation of married couples. The Commissioners
view that a person, who chose to join the workhouses, must abandon his obligation
towards his family; therefore, he has to be separated from them. The children were
also separated from their parents. Although the Act ensured the children received
some schooling, clothes and food, unfortunately, children had to work for long hours
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in dangerous places such as in stone breaking, bone crushing, oakum picking or
grave undertaking in local industries.
This Act was condemned by politicians, religious leaders and workers.
Moreover, many novelists criticized it, such as Dickens, and called for reforms.
Under this pressure and because of the Andover workhouse scandal, which took
place in Andover, Hampshire, where inmates were kept starving because the corrupt
workhouse master who stole the food, the Act was amended later by removing the
very hard articles, especially measures concerning workhouses.
In fact, the workhouses that were established according to the Poor Law were
places where the poor were poorly fed and observed and forced to work. Labour was
then an essential condition if anyone wanted to stay in these workhouses. Families
entering the workhouses were separated and their sexual affairs were limited. The
children were separated from the adults. Infants were sent to “baby farms.” The
workhouse followed the idea that the difficult situations in the workhouse would
inspire the poor to improve their own circumstances. Therefore, the food in the
workhouses was not enough and no additional meals were provided (Cramer 12).
The adventures of young Oliver Twistfurther reflect the suffering of children in
the workhouses. In this novel, Dickens wanted to show how life in the workhouses
looked like. Supposedly, the workhouses were established to help the poor but
actually, they were the places where children were abused and in some cases died.
Dickens tried to use the novel as a way to provide truths about the authority trying
hard to hide the cruel treatment. His aim was to shed the light on the inhumanity and
corruption of the workhouses. He raises questions about the Poor Law Amendment
of 1834 and its disastrous consequences. He showed the greed and arrogance of
charitable workers such as Mrs. Mann and Mr. Bumble. Therefore, Dickens makes it
clear that the workhouses were places of suffering rather than comfort (Bhatt 1). In
this regard, Dovilé Didelyté states in his article "Charles Dickens’ Oliver Twist a
Thief or a Victim?"that:
Charles Dickens wrote Oliver Twist in order to reflect the lives of those
who were in need and suffering, to lift the voice of the lower class that
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seemed to be forgotten or simply dismissed as a disturbing noise. In this
essay I intend to show what it was like for the population, especially the
lower class and their children, to live in 19th century London,
concentrating on the conditions within the workhouses, the Poor Law
Amendment Act 1834 and criminal life (5).
Many other novelists and poets portrayed this issue. Frances Trollope in
Michael Armstrong: Factory Boy (1839-1840) draws the suffering of children.
Trollope launched a fact-finding mission to Manchester. She visited many factories
and met with people taking part in the factory reforming campaign (Janet 22).
Michael Armstrong: Factory Boy is the first industrial novel written by a woman
writer and published in Britain. The story of the novel depicts the life of, Blincoe a
factory boy who is at first taken by a wealthy benefactor and returns to the mills.
When he is seven, Blincoe works as an apprentice in the textile factory. Same as
many other children like him but of different ages, he is employed to work for
fourteen hours per day. He is fed only porridge and black bread. The novel is told
from Mary Brotherton’s view, a young woman in the textile town of Lancashire, who
is left well off after the death of her father. She gains her wealth exploiting the
people she knows and champions. Trollope’s actual aim behind this novel was to
reveal the misery of factory life and to suggest how private philanthropy was not
enough to solve the suffering in the factories (Brenda 11). According to Pei-Hsuan
Lo “ Frances Trollope intended that the low price would help to get her message into
the greatest number of hands, to be read by people who would be so moved that they
would compel Parliament to alleviate the plight of the labouring classes, especially
the children” (23). It also touches upon many issues such as class division and
working conditions. In this regard, Brenda A. Ayres states: “The novel has much to
say about the wretched conditions of industry workers and about the class divide. It
also subverts class restrictions by arguing that the poor, despite popular notions held
to the contrary by those who were not poor, were not animals, and given the
opportunity, could be educated enough to become gentlefolk” (4).
Charlotte Elizabeth Tonna’s Helen Fleetwood: A Tale of the Factories (1841) is one
of the social-problem novels that mainly concerned with the subject of child labour.
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It was first published in serial parts between 1839 and March 1841 in The Christian
Lady’s Magazine. It was published in a full edition in the late of 1841. Before
writing it, Tonna made detailed study on government reports, especially in the
testimonies of females and children in the Sadler Report of 1832. Just like many
others concerned with life of the poor, Tonna, in this novel, expressed her concern
about the bad consequences of rapid industrialisation (Ross 11). The novel follows
the life of a poor village orphan named Helen Fleetwood, who is adopted by the poor
widow and grows up together with her grandchildren. Because she is unable to pay
the rent, the widow is convinced by a poor-law commissioner and an agent to move
with the children to an industrial city to work where Helen and the children are
employed to work in a factory in their early age (Diniejko 1). In this regard, Galla
Benziman states in her article "Aspects of Child Labour in Tonna’s Helen
Fleetwood"that:
Helen Fleetwood was pioneering in its market interest in the material and
mental effects of industrialism and in its realistic and detailed depiction
of the lives and labour of the poor. Tonna’s importance, seen especially
in Helen Fleetwood lies in her intriguing use of the child labour as a
central image, this image enhances the novel’s overall religious and
political critique of industrial Britain (2).
Here we can give yet another reference of a children’s novel, Charles
Kingsley’s The Water-Babies, A Fairy Tale for a Land Baby is an important novel
which depicted the suffering of poor children. It was written between 1862 and 63 as
a serial for Macmillan’s Magazine and it was published in the form of a full edition
in 1863 (Ross 22). The protagonist of the novel is Tom, a young chimney sweeper,
who falls into a river after encountering Ellie, an upper-class girl. Then, he drowns
and is taken into a “water-baby”, as a caddisfly—an insect that sheds its skin. After
that, he begins his moral education. The book contains many themes including child
exploitation and child labour
Apart from novels, many poems were written directed to the suffering of
children. William Blake’s poem Chimney Sweepers is the title of his two poems
Songs of Innocence in 1789 and Songs of Experience in 1794. Blake draws a dark
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picture of child labour. The poem The Chimney Sweeper is set against the dark
background of child labour that was prominent in England in the late 18th and 19th
century. In Songs of Innocence, Blake relates the suffering of a young chimney
sweeper who tells the dream of his friend, where the angel saves the boy from the
coffins and takes him to green meadows. In the Songs of Experience, Blake describes
the feeling of an adult speaker talking to a young chimney sweeper who is left in the
snow and whose parents suffer to death (Wright 22).
Similarly in Dickens’ Oliver Twist, one of the important themes in this novel is
the status of orphans. Orphans, like Oliver, were a large number of the children at
that time. Because of the widespread epidemics and the lack of treatment for the
parents, the number of orphans grew dramatically at that time. The term orphan was
then not used only to describe the children who lost both of their parents but also was
considered if the children had one surviving parent or if they were neglected by their
own parents. Moreover, these unfortunate children were deprived of their parent’s
affection, abused and mistreated, whether at work or in houses where apparently they
were adopted. Some of them were put into workhouses and others went to streets
searching for work. In the streets, they turned into serial criminals or alcohol
addicted. The authorities did not play any role to help them and they suffered in the
corrupt system. Furthermore, adoption was a common fate for these children (Janet
22). They were adopted by neighbours, rich relatives and even strangers. Because
there was no law regarding adoption, children were not included in inheritance and
other legal rights. Moreover, children who were adopted by neighbours or relatives
might receive fair treatment but the ones adopted by rich families were mistreated,
beaten or even forbidden to speak in the house (Rose 22). They were also seen as
unfavourable children. According to Marah Guba, adopted children need to be given
many privileges, including legal rights and to be treated equally. She states in her
article “The Victorian Child” that:
Adoption is a way of forming a family, involving the placement of a
child with adoptive parents which is followed by a legal process
transferring all parental rights and responsibilities to the adoptive
parents. After an adoption order is granted by the court, a new birth
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certificate is issued which recognises the adoptive parents as the child’s
legal parents (22).
However, in such a corrupt system that is based on greed and egotism, orphans
were neglected, beaten and even forced to work and then there were no laws issued
to protect them. Therefore, novels such as Oliver Twist, Michael Armstrong: Factory
Boy and David Copperfield, were written to be effective means to raise the voices of
the children and to put pressure on the authorities to make reforms.
Therefore, in this chapter the status of children, their suffering and the term child
labour, in the novel, is explained and analysed. Furthermore, four types of child
labour in the novel are traced: child apprenticeship, chimney sweeping, undertaking
and criminality. Starting with child apprenticeship until criminality, Oliver’s and
other children’s sufferings and their type of work is explained in detail, with
reference to the novel. The novel is also analysed with reference to Marx and Engels.
Child apprenticeship was common during Dickens’ time. Poor families had no
ability to support their children. Therefore, they put them in local orphanages,
wishing that they would be provided with sufficient food and clothes. These children
were named “pauper apprenticed” or “pauper children.” According to the English
Poor Laws, they would become apprentices, to learn a trade or profession. They
worked under the corrupt government. Many of those children were orphans; the rest
could be victims of negligent family or parents who are unable to provide their
children with food and other needs. All were under the protection of Parish
authorities (Cramer 8). This can be further confirmed by Lawrence W. Reed
description of apprenticed children:
These youngsters, it turns out, were under the direct authority and
supervision not of their parents in a free labour market, but of
government officials. Most were orphans; a few were victims of
negligent parents or parents whose health or lack of skills kept them from
earning sufficient income to care for a family. All were in the custody of
“parish authorities” (3).
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In fact, these orphanages were only places for suffering rather than comfort. The
masters of the orphanages gave the children a very small portion of food (Cramer 5).
Charles Dickens in his novel Oliver Twist reflects and describes in a very picturesque
way how children suffered in the workhouses.
When Oliver is nine, he is sent to a branch-workhouse for “juvenile offenders.”
Mrs. Mann, the overseer; receives sufficient food for each child and yet keeps the
children hungry:
Mrs. Mann knew what was good for children; and she had a very
accurate perception of what was good for herself. So, she appropriated
the greater part of the weekly stipend to her own use, and consigned the
rising parochial generation to even a shorter allowance than was
originally provided for them. Thereby finding in the lowest depth a
deeper still; and proving herself a very great experimental philosopher
(Ch. 2; 9).
When Mr. Bumble asks to see Oliver to make sure if he is good, Mrs. Mann
warns Oliver to speak nothing about his bad conditions. She gives him some bread
and butter so that he would not look hungry.
All the children in the workhouse experience slow starvation. They are also
forced to work. For example, when Oliver arrives at the workhouse, he is asked to
learn to pick oakum. He also has to sleep in a big hall with many children. His bed is
hard and uncomfortable. The children cannot complain or even ask for more food
other than Oliver who asks and is flogged, beaten and locked. “He remained a close
prisoner in the dark and solitary room to which he had been consigned by the
wisdom and mercy of the board” (27; Ch. 3).
However, Dickens in Oliver Twist wanted to show how the children in the
workhouse are mistreated (Pasaribu 2) He explains how the children are step by step
dragged into slow starvation since the Parish officials orders that each child gets a
small bowl of gruel:
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Oliver Twist and his companions suffered the tortures of slow starvation
for three months: at last they got so voracious and wild with hunger,
…that unless he had another basin of gruel (r) per diem, ¯ he was afraid
he might some night happen to eat the boy who slept next him, who
happened to be a weakly youth of tender age. He had a wild, hungry eye;
and they implicitly believed him. (2; Ch. 23).
Karl Marx in Das Kpital criticized capitalist societies and many other issues
such as the Poor Law that led to the establishment of workhouses. He mentions that
the workhouses were “House of Terror: instead of ideal workhouse. He says that the
poor in the workhouse had to work to 14 hours per day to survive. Children were also
forced to work under bad circumstances. He states in the first volume of Das Kapital
that “In this “House of Terror,” this “ideal workhouse, the poor shall work 14 hours
in a day, allowing proper time for meals, in such manner that there shall remain 12
hours of neat-labour” (184).
Another common job at that time was chimney sweeping. It was very a
dangerous work, since chimneys were narrow and unventilated. Children were highly
laboured in these chimneys because of their small bodies. Children were required to
enter through the narrow chimney passages of houses and factories to scrape away
and clean soot and other tar deposits. Children suffered from bruises, arms breaking
and suffocation. In some cases, many of them died. Although in 1832, the work of
children in chimneys was forbidden, children continued to work in chimneys of large
houses (Dumovska17).
Furthermore, when the child is between 12 and 18, he was sent to work outside
the workhouse such as in mills, factories, or as a chimney sweeper (Dumovska 32).
In the novel, one can see Oliver when asks for more food, is sent to be an apprentice,
although his age is not enough. Mr.Gamfield, the brutish chimney sweep, offers to
make Oliver as his apprentice to work as a chimney sweeper. Mr. Gamfield is a cruel
man and several children died under his hands. He claims that those boys who died
or got injured happen to do so because of their own mistakes He explains the reasons
why he wants to take Oliver and the children as apprentices:
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‘Young boys have been smothered in chimneys before now,’ said
another gentleman. That’s a cause they damped the straw afore they lit it
in the chimbley to make ‘em come down again,’ said Gamfield; ‘that’s
all smoke, and no blaze; vereas smoke ain’t o’ no use at all in making a
boy come down, for it only sinds him to sleep, and that’s wot he likes.
Boys is wery obstinit, and wery lazy, Gen’l’men, and there’s nothink like
a good hot blaze to make ‘em come down vith a run. It’s humane too,
gen’l’men, acause, even if they’ve stuck in the chimbley, roasting their
feet makes ‘em struggle to hextricate theirselves (31; Ch.3).
Mr.Gamfield, Mr. Bumble and Oliver appear before the magistrate to sign the
bargain. Before the bargain is completed, the magistrate abolishes it because he
notices Oliver’s pale face. The magistrate asks Oliver why he is so afraid. Oliver was
about to faint and begs the magistrate not to lock him. Then, the magistrate rejects
the apprenticeship, saying, “We refuse to sanction these indentures,” said the old
gentleman: tossing aside the piece of parchment as he spoke (40; Ch. 3).
Because the bargain is not signed, Oliver is considered a bad boy and then is
punished. As a way of punishment, the board decides to send him to sea as a cabin
boy hoping the he might die soon. This decision is hard for a child like Oliver who
does not know about sea. Luckily, this decision is cancelled since Mr. Bumble
decides to sell him to Mr. Sowerberry, the undertaker, as an apprentice.
By narrating this incident, Dickens wanted to show how the new emerging
classes worked hard to put the poor under their controls using new ways of
oppression. As Marx and Engels state ‘‘the modern bourgeois society that has
sprouted from the ruins of feudal society has not done away with class antagonisms.
It has but established new classes, new conditions of oppression’’ (1). According to
them, the capitalist society was divided into classes, based on the social and the
economical background. They believed that this division is based on their
socioeconomic background, occupation and income, money and social state, that is
to say, on their social stratification. According to Azmir Pasaribu, social stratification
theory is:
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largely a condition that builds a community after a certain level of
development. Stratification, as a form of social reality, is not an
organized interaction system (a group); the system developed by a
society (or community). Social stratification is essentially the
organization of inequalities within society, the distribution of rewards,
the allocation of scarcities, and the formalization of positions in some
hierarchical order (183).
As the Industrial Revolution moves to its mature stages, there was further social
stratification. According to Azmir Pasaribu “different social classes can be (and were
by the classes themselves) distinguished by inequalities in such areas as power,
authority, wealth, working and living conditions, life-styles, life-span, education,
religion, and culture” (196). In Oliver Twist, the upper class is not mentioned in the
novel but Dickens only draws attention on the middle class, lower middle class and
lower class.
Dickens draws many middle class characters such as Mr. Brownlow and Mr.
Maylie, who behave in a proper way throughout the novel. Mr. Brownlow is a very
good-natured gentleman, who deals with Oliver very caringly when he is shot in his
house. He adopts Oliver at the end of the novel. Mrs. Maylie, on the other hand, is an
old woman who adopts Rose. She is very dignified and stately. She has the mansion
that Sikes attempts to rob.
On the other hand, many working class characters are drawn, such as Mr.
Bumble and Mr. Mann. Even Mr. Bumble belongs to the working class, he manages
the workhouse. He does everything he can to marry Mrs. Corney, who runs another
workhouse, to possess her property, and later on he becomes the master of the
workhouse. Mr. Bumble works hard to change his social class. Mrs. Corney also
belongs to the working class, but Mr. Bumble knows that she has precious things.
Then, he marries her taking all her property. He mistreats the children in the house.
He is not only drawn as a comic character but also as a materialistic and corrupt one.
Mrs. Mann, a workhouse matron, who earns her living by managing the workhouse,
is a corrupt matron. She gives Oliver unhealthy little food, only bread, flour and
milk.
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In Oliver Twist, Dickens shows also the class conflict between the characters and
contrast in the living conditions among the classes. Mr. Brownlow, who is
representing high society, leads a comfortable life. The rich have big homes with
lighting and heating while the poor suffer and lives in the dark, old and cold houses
since many of them migrate from countryside to city in search of better life (Pasaribu
22). On the other hand, Oliver and other poor children, in the workhouses, receive
small portion of food and are forced to work in the workhouses. The children in the
workhouse are starving and fed just to stay alive. When Oliver asks for more food
saying “Please Sir, I want some more,”(24; Ch. 2), he is locked in a dark room.
Dickens in Oliver Twist shows how the poor were put under the supervision of
cruel overlookers, such Mrs. Mann, to reflect the suffering of the poor in the
workhouses, who were put at the mercy of the corrupt people. As Marx and Engels
wrote their Communist Manifesto, “Not only are they slaves of the bourgeois class,
and of the bourgeois State; they are daily and hourly enslaved by the machine, by the
overlooker, and, above all, by the individual bourgeois manufacturer himself” (16).
They also think that the proletariat is enslaved by the bourgeoisie and their machines.
The poor workers were put under government supervision. The overlookers were
appointed to see whether or not the workers were working but these overlookers had
the right to punish and fire those they saw as not qualified with proper justification or
qualification to do so.
Then Oliver works with Mr. Sowberry, the undertaker. He starts his work
among coffins and dead bodies. With Mr. Sowerberry, Oliver suffers a lot. He does
not complain since Mr. Bumble warns him. Therefore, his life with Mr. Sowerberry
is difficult. Mrs. Sowerberry treats him badly and one day, she serves him a dog’s
meal. Being very hungry, Oliver devours the meal. Mrs. Sowerberry leads him to a
dark room where he sleeps: “With this, the undertaker’s wife opened a side door, and
pushed Oliver down a steep flight of stairs into a stone cell, damp and dark: forming
the ante-room to the coal-cellar, and denominated ‘kitchen’; wherein sat a slatternly
girl, in shoes down at heel, and blue worsted stockings very much out of repair” (54;
Ch. 4).
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However, with Mr. Sowerberry, Oliver’s condition is no better than his days in
the workhouse. He even has to eat dog’s food and to sleep near the counter in front
of the coffins. He receives cruel treatment form Noah, Mrs. Sowerberry and
Charlotte, her maid who hates him. Oliver is not happy in his work. Physically, this
work is difficult for a child. Psychologically, it affects his emotions to work among
dead bodies at this early age:
“Then come with me,” said Mrs. Sowerberry: taking up a dim and dirty
lamp, and leading the way up stairs; “your bed’s under the counter. You
don’t mind sleeping among the coffins, I suppose? But it doesn’t much
matter whether you do or don’t, for you can’t sleep anywhere else.
Come; don’t keep me here all night!” Oliver lingered no longer, but
meekly followed his new mistress. (55; Ch.4).
Oliver next work is with Fagin. When Noah, the charity boy, insults Oliver’s
mother, saying that she is a down bad woman, Oliver cannot control himself and
beats him. Oliver cannot stand hearing Noah insulting his mother. Therefore, Oliver
is punished and locked again in a small dark room:
For the rest of the day, he was shut up in the back kitchen, in company
with a pump and a slice of bread; and, at night, Mrs. Sowerberry, after
making various remarks outside the door, by no means complimentary to
the memory of his mother, looked into the room, and, amidst the jeers
and pointings of Noah and Charlotte, ordered him up stairs to his dismal
bed. (54; Ch. 4).
Noah is the best example of how the environment creates criminals. He hates
Oliver and insults his mother many times. Through the character of Noah, Dickens
does not only criticize him for his bad nature but also the society that turns him into a
greedy and evil child.
Apart from working in factories, mills and chimney sweeping, children turned
into criminals, in many cases, to survive. The poor families were forced to send their
children to the large cities where they would find work. The children worked under
bad and dangerous conditions and were poorly paid. On the other hand, the children
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who were not strong enough to work, escape outside the workhouses and were forced
to become criminals, pickpockets, thieves or even prostitutes. In many cases, poor
children could not afford money to buy food or to find a shelter. Therefore, they were
ready to be criminals or to do anything to survive. The bad consequence of this
situation was they became used to committing crimes or joined large criminal
groups, similar to today’s Mafia (Dutta 22). Furthermore, in this corrupt society,
where the poor had to toil to stay alive, their parents did not find other alternatives
other than sending their children to work. The whole poor family had to work to
survive. The poor were considered as a commodity (Dutta 21). As Karl Marx and
Engels states:
In proportion as the bourgeoisie, i.e., capital, is developed, in the same
proportion is the proletariat, the modern working class, developed – a
class of labourers, who live only so long as they find work, and who find
work only so long as their labour increases capital. These labourers, who
must sell themselves piecemeal, are a commodity, like every other article
of commerce, and are consequently exposed to all the vicissitudes of
competition, to all the fluctuations of the market (5).
According to Marx and Engels, the proletariat, the working class, had to toil in
the capitalist society as long as the bourgeois are growing. They believe that because
of the difficulty of life, the working class cannot live if they do not find work.
Therefore, the workers were forced to work even under bad circumstances (Robert
3). In addition, they believe, the workers did not find any alternative other than
sending their children to work in terrible conditions in factories, chimney sweeping
and many other places. Therefore, the workers were subjected to price fluctuations
that the bourgeois were controlling and making.
It is no wonder juveniles presented the large number of the criminal class in
England. With the migration of the man labour into the towns, living conditions
became inadequate and employment opportunities were reduced. As Karl Marx and
Engels put it “The bourgeoisie has subjected the country to the rule of the towns. It
has created enormous cities, has greatly increased the urban population as compared
to the rural, and has thus rescued a considerable part of the population from the
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idiocy of rural life” (Marx and Engels 13). They mention that one of the bad
outcomes or consequences of the industrial Revolution is the migration of the poor
from the countryside to big cities searching for works. In these big cities, such as
London, the poor suffered and worked long hours and received low pay. In addition,
they lived in crowded and unhealthy areas (Robert 4).
Dickens depicts the people’s migration to London through the character of
Oliver. After Oliver quarrels with Noah because the latter insults Oliver’s dead
mother, he is locked in the dark room. Then, Oliver escapes to London. His escape to
London represents the migration of the poor to the big cities, such as London. In
London, Oliver, like many immigrant poor families, tries to find work to survive.
When, he first arrives in London, Oliver meets Dodger who takes him to Fagin. In
order not to starve, Oliver accepts Fagin’s offer to work with him.
However, the main reason for migration from the villages to the cities is to find
work. While some people moved to big industrial cities, such as London, others
preferred to move to another country. The bad working conditions and traditions
forced them to migrate. They were attracted by the technology and modern cities
where they thought they could travel and live better. However, the fast change due to
industry casts a shadow on the life of many people working in the countryside. In
1837, Britain was still a rural country. A large majority of the population were still
living in the countryside. Newly invented machines replaced the work done by hands
leaving many of these working people unemployed and out of work. Therefore, they
travelled to big cities working under terrible conditions. They lived in crowded
houses, worked long hours, and got paid poorly.
Therefore, many children moved to the streets searching for work. In the street,
many of them turned into criminals. They did not choose to be criminals but they
were raised up in criminal places (Dutta 22). In order to survive, they committed
many crimes. They learned criminality by copying what they were observing around
them. Up to the mid-eighteenth century, there were few schools available to them.
Honest work for children was harder to find. Few worked in ‘honest’ work such as
sweatshop labour, hawking cheap articles and street sweeping. However, homeless
children, who had no homes, nobody to care for them, nobody to provide them with
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food, were found committing crimes. To these children prison could be a good place
where they could find food and shelter (Duckworth 5).
Dickens’s in Oliver Twist, portrays the children who joined the criminal
organisations controlled by adults, such as Fagin. Oliver escapes from Mr.
Sowerberry’s because of the bad treatment he receives there. Oliver passes the
seventy miles to London. On his way, Oliver suffers from hunger, cold weather and
fatigue. In London, he meets Jack Dawkins, one of Fagin’s pickpockets. Dawkins
takes him to Fagi,n who has a group of homeless children that he collects from
streets. Before working with Fagin, those children do not have lodging to sleep in or
food to eat. Therefore, they are ready to do anything to get lodging and food. Many
of these children, such as Dodger and Charley and even Oliver, turn into criminals
(Didelyte 3). It is not their fault to be criminals but the bad social and economic
conditions forced them to do so.
Dickens portrays Fagin as a cruel corrupt person. Through this description,
Dickens hints that there are many individuals such as Fagin at that time (Grossman
22). Jeannie Duckworth states in the article “In the character of Fagin, in Oliver
Twist, the character of Fagin was probably based on the famous Jewish fence, Isaac
(Ikey) Solomon, whose methods of employing and training boy pickpockets were the
standard practice and remained so for several decades” (25).
It is important to explain how the capitalist system can produce villains like
Fagin. According to Webster, self-interest is “regard for one’s own interest or
advantage, especially with disregard for others or a “personal interest or advantage.”
Adam Smith said that, “It is not from the benevolence of the butcher, the brewer, or
the baker, that we expect our dinner, but from their regard to their own interest”
(Smith, 1776: 26-27). He compares the butcher, brewer, and baker, and the people in
the capitalist system. The butcher, brewer, and baker do not prepare food unless they
are paid. On the other hand, the capitalist system does not produce anything unless
there is something in return. This policy produces “self-love,” which Webster defines
as “the instinct or tendency to promote one’s own welfare or well-being” or “an
excessive regard for one’s own advantage and interests,” or “conceit; vanity.”
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Therefore, capitalism produces villains, like Fagin, whose main concern is “selflove,” no matter it is on the expense of others.
Fagin provides the children with food and lodging but he orders them to steal
and pickpockets for him. Children working for Fagin are beaten, flogged, and locked
if they return home empty-handed. For instance, Dodger and Charley, the two
children who work for Fagin, are ordered to steal handkerchiefs. When they come
with nothing, Fagin punishes them;
Whenever the Dodger or Charley Bates came home at night, empty-handed, he
would expatiate with great vehemence on the misery of idle and lazy habits; and
would enforce upon them the necessity of an active life, by sending them supperless
to bed. On one occasion, indeed, he even went so far as to knock them both down a
flight of stairs; but this was carrying out his virtuous precepts to an unusual extent
(Ch. 4; 59).
Jack Dawkins, who is known as the Artful Dodger, has a different character and
way of life when compared with Oliver. He smokes, drinks alcohol and steals
handkerchiefs. Being deprived of parents’ love, Dodger is used to steal and he is not
ready to change his lifestyle (Pasaribu 13). He is smart but he gets involved in illegal
activities with Fagin that corrupts him and turns him into a criminal. His turning to
crime is not because his is bad boy but it is due to the environment he lives in and the
influence of bad people he meets such as Fagin, who turns him to a thief. Fagin also
punishes him when he comes home empty-handed thus forcing and conditioning him
to steal for survival.
Just like Jack Dawkins, Nancy joins Fagin as a child. She suffers a lot with
Fagin and tells Oliver that death is better than working with Fagin, which means she
knows of her pitiful condition but finds no way out and therefore does what she is
brought up to do. Although Nancy is a prostitute and works with Fagin’s Gang, she is
portrayed as a good character. She is forced to be a prostitute. When Oliver sees her,
he senses that she is a good girl. In fact, she is Bill Sikes’s lover. She does not intend
to be a prostitute or to work with criminals like Fagin but due to circumstances and
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the environment in which she is brought up, her poor conditions forces her to do
what she did.
Through many characters in the novel, Dickens shows how poor, especially
children, had to work to survive. Nancy knows what she is doing is wrong but she
has no power to change it (Bloom 22). This is obvious when she tells Oliver that
death is better than working with Fagin. Although she takes part in criminal
activities, she is depicted as the noblest and most sincere character (Pasaribu 13).
Nancy protects Oliver whenever Sikes tries to beat him:
“I won’t stand by and see it done, Fagin,” cried the girl. “You’ve got the
boy, and what more would you have? - Let him be - let him - or I shall
put that mark on some of you, that will bring me to the gallows before
my time.” The girl stamped her foot violently on the floor as she vented
this threat; and with her lips compressed, and her hands clenched, looked
alternately at the Jew and the other robber: her face quite colourless from
the passion of rage into which she had gradually worked herself.” (221;
Ch. 16)
In fact, children, like Oliver, Nancy and Jack Dawkins were highly laboured in
Britain. Marx states in Das Kapital , “Half the workers are children under thirteen,
and young persons under eighteen” (112). Marx states that in Manchester,
Birmingham, Liverpool, at that time, there were still many children working in spite
of their young age. The children were working in factories, mills and chimney
sweeps and in the streets. The poor children worked in dangerous and unhealthy
environments, many of them were injured and other even died (Eagleton 2). Those
who do not find work were forced to join gangs and many of them turned into
criminals.
In Oliver Twist, many children are forced to work. Oliver, Noah, Dodger and
Nancy work in spite of their young age. Although he is just a child, Noah, the charity
boy, works with Mr. Sowberry in undertaking. Dodger is forced to be a pickpocket at
his early age. After Mr. Sowberry makes Oliver his apprentice and works among
dead bodies as an undertaker. Then, Oliver joins Fagin’s gang and is forced to work
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as a pickpocket and thief. Nancy also started working as a child when she joined
Fagin’s gang. She tells Oliver that death is better than working with Fagin. Nancy is
later brutally killed by Sikes in her effort to protect Oliver.
After Oliver is taught how to steal, he is sent to steal with Dodger. When they
see a wealthy man standing around, Dodger sneaks and steals his handkerchief.
Assuming Oliver as the child who steals the handkerchief, the police catch Oliver
and then send him to court. The judge treats him very cruelly, he even does not
believe that Oliver is about to faint and slaps him on his face and moves to ask him
questions. This also denotes that there is no mercy in dealing with poor and orphan
children. The judge does not understand Oliver’s situations telling him “Hold your
tongue this instant, or I’ll have you turned out of the office!’ said Mr. Fang. ‘You’re
an insolent impertinent fellow. How dare you bully a magistrate!” (67; Ch.6). Then
he sentences him to hard labour saying “‘He stands committed for three months—
hard labour of course. Clear the office (67; Ch.6). Later on, luckily Oliver is saved by
the person whose handkerchief is stolen. The man tells the police that person who
stole his handkerchief is not Oliver.
However, the reason why Dickens mentions handkerchief stealing lies in the fact
that for meagre things or offenses, the children were mistreated and punished in
British society at that time. In the novel, Fagin lives in the Saffron Hill town which
is, in the 1830s, famous for harbouring thieves’, flash houses, dens and, especially,
the stealing of handkerchiefs, that were made of silk (Grossman 22). When he wrote
Oliver Twist, Dickens was living at 48 Doughty Street between 1837 and 1839, the
town which is very near to Saffron Hill, where he observed all of what he writes of in
his novel. In the preface of 1844, he mentions specifically the characters in Oliver
Twist being based on what he himself had seen in real life in that same town
(Duckworth 25).
Oliver is forced to take part in stealing with Sikes. Sikes tells Fagin saying “I
want a boy, and he musn’t be a big ‘un. Lord!’ said Mr. Sikes, reflectively, ‘if I’d
only got that young boy of Ned, the chimbley sweeper’s (19; Ch. 256). Oliver is
deliberately chosen as the boy for this robbery. At the crime scene, Sikes wants to
shoot Oliver if he refuses to listen to what he orders. Oliver begs Sikes to leave him.
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Sikes gets angry and decides to shoot Oliver. The reason why Sikes does not shoot
Oliver is not because he forgives him or he regrets to say that, but because Crackit,
the other thief he came with, warns him that if he shoots Oliver, the house owners
will hear and they will be caught. Then, Oliver is shot and is taken by the house
owner. Being a small innocent child, Oliver is terrified. In fact, this accident shows
children’s misery and its effect on them and exemplifies the suffering of children at
that time.
Dickens purpose behind his narrating such a crime scene and the accident is to
show how children turn to be criminals although they do not want this. He is actually
questioning and criticizing the British society of that time. He, through this novel,
emphasises that homeless children, like Oliver, cannot live in this corrupt society by
which they turn into criminals. (Pasaribu 11).
Oliver stays at that house where he is shot. After they understand that he is a
good and innocent child, Mrs. Maylie and Miss Rose and the others are happy to
know him and they help him to recover. He spends a wonderful time at their house
and recovers fast:
It was a happy time. The days were peaceful and serene; the nights
brought with them neither fear nor care; no languishing in a wretched
prison, or associating with wretched men; nothing but pleasant and
happy thoughts. Every morning he went to a white-headed old
gentleman, who lived near the little church: who taught him to read
better, and to write: and who spoke so kindly, and took such pains, that
Oliver could never try enough to please him (452; Ch. 320).
To sum up, Dickens aims to show the sufferings of children who were working
in these places. He wants to say that children of Oliver’s age need to have fun and
enjoy themselves with their parents. Dickens makes it clear that children like Oliver
need a good environment in which to grow up. Being a criminal is against their will
and it destroys their children’s potential. Oliver, who is still nine years old, is sent to
work with a funeral man, coffins and dead bodies. This is not suitable work for
children like Oliver (Dumovska 22).
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3. CHILD LABOUR IN DAVID COPPERFIELD
David Copperfield is one of Dickens’ famous novels. It is told in the form of a
first-person narrative. It is a Bildungsroman that follows the maturation and
development of David from his childhood to his manhood. In the novel, Dickens
portrays the harsh early years of his life. Although Dickens uses new names, cities
and other details instead of the details of his life, it is believed that it is Dickens’
autobiography. It was published in a series of instalments between May 1849 to
November 1850 as The History and Experience of David Copperfieldthe Younger
(Khadidja 3). The novel starts in the early parts of the 19th century, probably in
1812, the year of Dickens birth. Dickens uses a fictional name for the real town,
Blundeston, which Dickens visited many times. It is located in the eastern part of
England in the county of Suffolk. Other cities where the actions are set are London,
Yarmouth, Dover, Canterbury and Highgate. In the last few chapters, the Peggottys,
Emily and Micawbers travel to Australia and David visits Switzerland.
Dickens wrote this novel in the middle of his career. It came after his early
comic books and before the pessimistic novels that he wrote later on. According to
critics, the novel is his autobiographic account of life with changes of names of
people and places. James A. Hamby believes that, David Copperfield represents
Dickens’s fictionalized exploration of his own life journey in his rise from a child
labourer to the English-speaking world’s most celebrated contemporary author (11).
According to Smiley Jane, “Dickens re-created in mythic terms his relationship with
his mother, his father, his siblings, particularly his sister Fanny, and with his wife
and his wife’s sisters” (250). In addition, David’s marriage to Dora is taken from his
first marriage. Dickens is inspired by Maria Beadnell in writing the character of
Dora. Dickens and Maria met in 1830 and felt in love with each other at first sight.
She was the friend of his sister Fanny. Her parents loved Dickens and thought he was
a lively man, but everything was changed when they knew that he was serious to ask
for her hand. They refused his marriage proposal because of his job, his lack of social
position and his father’s period in prison. Therefore, they sent Maria to Paris to study
hoping that she might forget him. When she came back many years later, she
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changed her view to Dickens and when Dickens declared his love for her again, she
called him a boy (Hawes 11). Dickens’ description of Dora in the novel resembles
Maria Beadnell, except that Dora in the novel loves David truly.
As stated earlier, to create the character of David Copperfield, Charles Dickens
draws on many experiences of his early life. The main events in his life are reflected
in the novel such as his days at Blacking factory while his family lived with his
incarcerated father, his work as a clerk and as a journalist, his triumph as a lawyer
and his successful career as a writer (Janet 23). In this regard, Donald Hawes states
that “David Copperfield has elements of an autobiography, including Dickens’s
boyhood reading, the likenesses between his father and Mr. Micawber, Dickens’s
experiences in Warren’s Blacking Warehouse, and his early days as a reporter and
up-and-coming novelist” (34).
Therefore, Dickens worked hard to write a story to reflect his hardship and
disappointment he had to face in his life (Hamby 12). Vereen M. observes Dickens’
desire to put his life into a fictionalized form to portray the life that he wished. In the
preface of David Copperfield, Dickens states, ‘Of all my books, I like this the best. It
will be easily believed that I am a fond parent to every child of my fancy, and that no
one can ever love that family as dearly as I love them… But, like many fond parents,
I have in my heart of hearts a favourite child. And his name is DAVID
COPPERFIELD’ (Dickens5).
According to Harold Bloom, Dickens wrote David Copperfield as a way to
relieve the pain of his hard childhood. He states in his book Novelists and Novels that
“It is the first therapeutic novel, in part written to heal the author’s self, or at least to
solace permanent anxieties incurred in childhood and youth’ (105). William Eliot
states that “in the entire treatment of his hero’s double love-story, Dickens has, to my
mind, avoided that discord which, in spite of himself, jars upon the reader both in
“Esmond” and in “Adam Bede.”” (8). According to Scientific American, people who
have undergone trauma or loss they may find treatment if they turn their life stories
into a narrative form. Writing a story from the real events in one’s life, not
necessarily has a happy ending, can give a relief from anxiety and depression though
(Clarke 3).
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Here in this chapter, one examines the children sufferings and child labour in the
novel. David’s early years, his life after his mother marrying Mr. Murdstone and his
working in Mr. Murdstone’s wine factory are analysed and explained. The novel also
is analysed with reference to Marx and Engels.
David’s birth on Friday at midnight is the first sign that he will be a miserable
child. According to the people in his neighbourhood, the child who is born at this
time will be unlucky. He says “to all unlucky infants of either gender, born towards
the small hours on a Friday night” (Ch.1; 7).
David is also considered unfavourable because he is a boy. When Clara is about
to give birth, Miss Betsey, David’s aunt, visits her. Miss Betsey insists that the child
will be a girl and she will name her Betsey Trotwood Copperfield. When Mr. Chillip,
the doctor who delivers David, tells her that the child is a boy, she “vanished like a
discontented fairy; or like one of those supernatural beings, whom it was popularly
supposed I was entitled to see; and never came back any more” (Ch. 1; 23).
However, David’s early childhood is happy. He stays in the house with his
mother and Peggotty, the housekeeper. He narrates stories to Mrs. Peggotty. His life
turns upside down when his mother marries Mr. Murdstone, who sends David with
Mrs. Peggotty to Yarmouth to marry her in his absence. When David comes back,
Mr. Murdstone tells his wife about the need of firmness in dealing with David. When
Jane, Murdsone’s sister, comes to run the household, David suffers more in the
absence of his mother’ role.
The Murdstones are among the main villains in the novel. Mr. Murdstone is a
cruel man who treats David badly. He hates David and wants to get rid of him. Mrs.
Murdstone, on the other hand, treats David and his mother harshly. The result of their
evil deeds is the death of Clara, David’s mother, who loves Mr. Murdstone
innocently. They destroy David’s early childhood and have Copperfield’s family
under their control. Dickens’ description of Murdstones appearances reveals their
evil characters. Mr. Murdstone is described as a man “with ill-omened black eyes”
(Ch. 1; 33). Dickens portrays his eyes as “Shallow black that has no depth in it to be
looked into.” (Ch. 1; 28). Dickens also describes him as a handsome man to give a
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realistic image of the description of the characters. On the other hand, Miss
Murdstone is described as a “Gloomy-looking lady” (Ch. 1; 27). This means that she
is similar to her brother not only in terms of their evil deeds but also in terms of their
appearances.
Jane Murdstone is a strong, bad and heartless woman. Dickens describes her as a
metallic woman with a “bag which hung upon her arm by a heavy chain, and shut up
like a bite” (Ch. 4; 74). She works hard to use her power over her brother to run the
house. She tells Clara “give me your keys, my dear, I’ll attend to all this sort of thing
in future” (Ch. 4; 76).When she and her brother enter David’s house, they mistreat
Clara and David. They deprive David of his education, claiming that they intervene
to solve the troubles of the house. David suffers from the bad treatment he receives at
the hands of Mr. Murdstone and his sister Jane. When David’s marks are bad, Mr.
Murdstone holds a cane, which he “poised and switched in the air” (Ch. 87; 4).
David says that he is sorry but Mr. Murdstone refuses to excuse him.
It is clear that David suffers with Mr. Murdstone and Mrs. Jane. He loses his
mother’s affection. His mother also loses her power in the house, especially when
Jane comes to run the household. On the other hand, Mr. Murdstone refuses to listen
to David and goes on beating him. David tells Mr. Murdstone that his study is going
bad because of his and Jane’s presence in the house.
Here Dickens wants to show how the children were beaten and abused. He
wants to draw the attention of authorities towards this abusive behaviour. Dickens,
who had a miserable childhood, was aware of the bad psychological effects and
consequences of child beatings. In this regard, John Clarke states that:
The psychological consequences of child beating include the immediate
effects of isolation, fear, and an inability to trust. They also tend to
develop low self-esteem, anxiety, depression, and hopelessness. These
difficulties can lead to life-long relationship problems and may also lead
to the development of anti-social behavioural traits. These children are
also more likely to engage in violent behaviours and to be diagnosed
with conduct and personality disorders (7).
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David is terribly sad during the five days he spends in the dark room. He stays
alone and thinks about his days with his mother and how everything changed after
her death. David describes his days in the dark room saying:
The length of those five days I can convey no idea of to anyone. They
occupy the place of years in my remembrance. The way in which I
listened to all the incidents of the house that made themselves audible to
me; the ringing of bells, the opening and shutting of doors, the
murmuring of voices, the footsteps on the stairs; to any laughing,
whistling, or singing, outside, which seemed more dismal than anything
else to me in my solitude and disgrace - the uncertain pace of the hours
(Ch. 4; 86).
It is very difficult for a child like David to stay alone for five days. Alison
Clarke explains in her article Effects of Parental Incarceration on Young Children
the psychological effects of isolating and imprisoning a child by stating that:
Children exhibit internalizing problems, such as anxiety, withdrawal,
hyper vigilance, depression, shame and guilt. They exhibit somatic
problems such as eating disorders. And, perhaps most clearly, young
children exhibit externalizing behaviours such as anger, aggression, and
hostility toward caregivers and siblings (6).
Mr. Murdstone continues to treat David badly. Then, he suggests sending him
to Salem House to get rid of him. David is taken by a horse-drawn cart. However, it
is hard for David, who is still a child, to leave his mother at his age, who represents
home for him. David says “I felt, all the more for the sinking of my spirits, that it was
my nest, and that my mother was my comforter and friend (Ch. 3; 96). “His mother
waves Good Bye saying,” I forgive you, my dear boy. God bless you!” (Ch. 4; 96).
David’s sufferings in Salem House, his new school, are not any different from
the one with Murdstones. He knows that he is sent to Salem School on purpose. The
school is so old and “There could not well be more ink splashed about it, if it had
been roofless from its first construction, and the skies had rained, snowed, hailed,
and blown ink through the varying seasons of the year” (Ch. 5; 119).
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David meets Tungay, the caretaker of Salem house who has one wooden leg.
Tungay hates David and all the students in the school. He is closely tied to Mr.
Creakle and works for him when Mr. Creakle is in trade, before the opening of the
school. David states, “The cruel man with the wooden leg aggravated my sufferings.
He was in authority; and if he ever saw me leaning against a tree, or a wall, or the
house, he roared out from his lodge door in a stupendous voice” (Ch. 5; 120). Then,
David is informed that other students, who are not punished, are sent to their homes
for holidays. That makes David even sadder to find himself left behind:
I said to Mr. Mell I supposed the boys were out, but he seemed surprised
at my not knowing that it was holiday time that all the boys were at their
several homes. That Mr. Creakle, the proprietor, was down by the sea
side with Mrs. and Miss Creakle, and that I was sent in holiday time as a
punishment for my misdoing all of which he explained to me as we went
along (Dickens Ch. V, p. 67).
One month passes when David is introduced to Mr. Creakle, who is the owner
of the school. Mr. Creakle uses many ways to torture the children. He has a sharp
“tooth” and uses it to bite the children, he says “what I thought of THAT, for a tooth?
Was it a sharp tooth, hey? Was it a double tooth, hey? Had it a deep prong, hey? Did
it bite, hey? Did it bite? (Ch. 3; 135). He does that as a way to get sadistic pleasure.
He likes to whip the fat boys and to see the trace on their skin, especially Traddles
the fat boy.
Among other children who suffer in Salem House is Tommy Traddles. He is a
poor and fat child who is described as a boy whose legs are similar to German
sausages. He is a miserable boy who is beaten much other than any other child in
Salem House. Mr. Creakle whips him many times to make traces on his skin. David
describes him as “Poor Traddles – I never think of that boy but with a strange
disposition to laugh, and with tears in my eyes - was a sort of chorus, in general; and
affected to be convulsed with mirth at the comic parts, and to be overcome with fear
when there was any passage of an alarming character in the narrative” (Ch. 7; 142).
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Tommy is caned and flogged every day during the days he spends in Salem
House except Monday Holiday when his hands are tied. He writes to his uncle many
times telling him of his suffering in Salem House, but unfortunately, his uncle does
not come to help him. When there is no one around him, he puts his head on the desk
and thinks about his bad situations, he cries knowing that here he has no other
alternatives other than staying in this treacherous place, apparently a school. He
draws skeletons as a sign that he will be caned forever.
Tommy is a very honourable and good-natured child. He is a good and loyal
friend, especially to David and Mr. Micawber. But his good qualities are not enough
to stop Mr. Creakle and others to beat him. One day, Tommy is taken into custody
because he is thought that he laughs in the church. Steeforth, who laughs, is forgiven.
He never says that Steeforth is the real offender. He is imprisoned for many hours
taking with him the skeletons and his Latin dictionary. In custody, Tommy, ‘‘is
despised by the congregation” (Ch. 7; 142). Then David is introduced to Micawber
and they live in a room together. However, Dickens based the character of Mr.
Micawber on his father John Dickens. John was a clerk in the Royal Navy Office in
Hampshire. Mr. Micawber has financial crisis and was not able to support his family.
He asks for debts and cannot pay his creditors. Mr. Micawber is arrested and put in
Debtors’ Prison. His wife and the children moved to the prison to stay with him.
However, the reason why Dickens draws many poor characters, such as Tommy
and Mr. Micawber, is because he wants to show the difference in living condition
between the poor and the rich. Therefore, class difference is among the prominent
topics in the novel. In this regard, Marx and Engels states in their Communist
Manifesto:
In the earlier epochs of history, we find almost everywhere a complicated
arrangement of society into various orders, a manifold gradation of social
rank. The modern bourgeois society that has sprouted from the ruins of
feudal society has not done away with class antagonisms. It has but
established new classes, new conditions of oppression (1).
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Marx and Engels explain that the class antagonism existed in the earlier times
and extended to the modern times taking new forms. According to them, new forms
of oppression, suppression and exploitation by the bourgeois are introduced in the
modern times (Robert 5). Dickens in David Copperfield showed this kind of conflict.
He draws many characters that represent the rich bourgeois, middle class and
working class. Mr. Steerforth, Steerforth and Rosa Dartle belong to the bourgeois.
Throughout the novel, they behave with cruelty and contempt towards the poor
working class characters. For example, all the children in the Salem House are beaten
and punished except Steerforth, the son of coal-merchant. He even insults the
teachers and the headmaster. Realizing that he is a rich student, no one can insult or
criticize him. When there is an argument between him and Mr. Mell, the poor teacher
whose mother lives in an alms house, it is decided that Mr. Mell will be fired.
Steerforth tells Mr. Mell: “When you take the liberty of calling me mean or base, or
anything of that sort, you are an impudent beggar. You are always a beggar, you
know; but when you do that, you are an impudent beggar” (Ch. 7; 147). However,
Steerforth is brought to this school by his mother not because it is cheap but for her
son to be treated with reverence. His mother explains:
It was not a fit school generally for my son, ‘she said; ‘far from it; but
there were particular circumstances to be considered at the time, of more
importance even than that selection. My son’s high spirit made it
desirable that he should be placed with some man who felt its
superiority, and would be content to bow himself before it; and we found
such a man there (Ch. 20; 443).
It is clear that from the quotation that Mrs. Steerforth wants her son to be
superior in this school. She considers herself and her son above others. She shows
her contempt for the poor. When she finds out that Steerforth has run away with little
Emily, she says that her son cannot be with a poor girl like Emily. Steerforth explains
to his mother that he does not want to stain their reputation by marrying Emily. He
tells her “since you oblige me to speak more plainly, which I am very unwilling to
do; her humble connexions would render such a thing impossible, if nothing else
did” (Ch. 7; 141). On the other hand, when Rosa Dartle gets to know about Mr.
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Steerforth and Emily’s love affair, she is so angry and scorns Emily, who belongs to
the working class. She says that this poor girl is “a worthy cause of division between
lady-mother and gentleman-son; of grief in a house where she wouldn’t have been
admitted as a kitchen-girl; of anger, and repining, and reproach. This hour, and then
tossed back to her original place!’’ (Ch. 7; 122).
Even Steerforth describes the Peggottys as people who do not have lots of
feelings who are insensitive to pain or shock. This is clearly expressed in the
conversation between Steerforth and Rosa Dartle regarding the Peggottys:
Another order? I want to know so much.’ ‘That sort of people. - Are they
really animals and clods, and beings of ‘Why, there’s a pretty wide
separation between them and us,’ said Steerforth, with indifference.
‘They are not to be expected to be as sensitive as we are. Their delicacy
is not to be shocked, or hurt easily. They are wonderfully virtuous, I dare
say - some people contend for that, at least; and I am sure I don’t want to
contradict them - but they have not very fine natures, and they may be
thankful that, like their coarse rough skins, they are not easily wounded
(Ch. 20; 440).
Many middle class characters are drawn in this novel, such as the Murdstones,
Mr. Creakle, and Uriah Heep. In Dickens’ time, the middle class grew dramatically.
It made up about 15% of the total population. This class included factory owners,
rich bankers, engineers and many others. They worked hard to maintain their social
positions (Janet 22). In the novel, Mr. Murdstone has a wine factory, in which many
poor people work. His marriage to Clara is not based on love but on greed. He wants
to take Clara’s house to maintain his social position. Mr. Creakle is the headmaster in
Salem House. He is a cruel man and has another business to deal with, which is run
sometimes by Mr. Tungay. While Uriah Heep works hard to pursue Agnes’s father to
be his partner, to exploit him, he tries hard to get the opportunity to marry Agnes to
keep him in the same position. In general, all these characters treat the poor cruelly
and make use of every opportunity to maintain their social ladder.
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Dickens draws many lower class families in the novel, such as the Peggottys and
Micawbers. Mr. Peggotty lives in an upturned ship. He makes his living as a
fisherman. Mrs. Peggotty describes him ‘Oh, what an agreeable man he is!’ cried
Peggotty, holding up her hands. ‘Then there’s the sea; and the boats and ships; and
the fishermen; and the beach” (Ch. 2; 42). He is so poor and does not have the ability
to buy or rent a house. The upturned ship, in which Mr. Peggotty lives, is evidence of
the poor’s bad conditions in the novel. David tells Steerforth about Mr. Peggotty’s
house saying “You never saw such a good house, Steerforth. It’s made out of a boat!’
‘Made out of a boat, is it?’ said Steerforth. ‘It’s the right sort of a house for such a
thorough-built boatman’ (Ch. 2 46). Mr. Peggotty is an honest and good-natured man
although he is poor.
Emily, another poor character, lives with Mr. Peggotty. She says, “My father
was a fisherman and my mother was a fisherman’s daughter, and my uncle Dan is a
fisherman” (Ch. 7; 170). She lives with Mr. Peggotty in the upturned ship. When she
grows up, she falls in love with Steerforth and escapes with him and Littimer, whom
David thinks is a good man: “I believe there never existed in his station a more
respectable-looking man (Ch. 7; 171). With Steerforth and Littimer, Emily suffers
and wants to return to Mr. Peggotty and her fiancé Ham. She falls ill and stays in a
nurse house, who treats her. When she comes back, she travels to Australia with Ham
and Mr. Peggotty.
Mr. Micawber and his family belong to the lower class. David meets Mr.
Micawber in Murdstone’s Grinby factory when Mr. Quinion rents a room for him
and Mr. Micawber. He is a poor man and a good friend to David. He tells David,
who is almost 10 years old, about his financial crisis and David suggests that he will
help him, by giving him his money he earns for the work. Mr. Micawber borrows
money and does not pay the creditor. He is visited by debtors who threaten to call the
police. Then, he is arrested and put in Debtor’ prison. In this prison, Mr. Micawber
brings his family with him.
Dickens in David Copperfield portrays how the money is distributed unequally
in the capitalist society. As Marx states in Das Kapital: Accumulation of wealth at
one pole is, therefore, at the same time accumulation of misery, agony of toil slavery,
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ignorance, brutality, mental degradation, at the opposite pole, i.e., on the side of the
class that produces its own product in the form of capital (1: 452). According to Karl
Marx, in the capitalist system money is distributed unequally. On one side, the
wealth is accumulated in the hands of the rich bourgeois class. On the other side, the
working, suffer from misery and poverty.
In David Copperfield, Dickens shows this point clearly. He draws many
bourgeois and lower class characters. The Steerforths and Rosa Dartle, who belong
to upper class, live in luxurious houses and they have servants. They lead a
prosperous life. Mr. Steerforth is sent to Salem house to be treated with reverence.
Rosa Dartle insults Emily because she cannot imagine that a poor girl like Emily can
marry a rich man. Throughout the novel, they show hatred and distaste towards the
poor characters, whereas lower class characters, such as the Peggottys and
Micawber, have to work to survive. Mr. Peggotty lives in an upturned ship. He works
in Clara’s house as an undertaker. The Micawbers live in poor conditions. Mr. Mell,
the teacher at Salem House, is fired because he argues with Steerforth in class. Mr.
Micawber is put with his family into debtors’ prison because he cannot pay his
debtors. They all are treated cruelly by the rich. Dickens, however, shows how
accumulation of wealth in the hands of the bourgeois, creates inequality, suffering
and much more poverty for the already poor people. In this regard, Erik Olin Wright
states:
The private accumulation of wealth and large disparities in earnings in
capitalism give some people inherent, unfair advantages over others.
Particularly with respect to children, the huge inequalities in the material
conditions under which children grow up violates principles of equality of
opportunity, both because it gives some children large advantages in the
acquisition of human capital and because it gives some young adults access to
large amounts of capital and others none (22).
However, David’s days at the school end when Mr. Sharp tells him that his
mother died. David is so sad to hear that because his mother represents the home for
him. He returns to stay with Mr. Murdstone. In this period, David is not abused,
beaten or starved. Instead, he is neglected. He is put alone in a room. Nobody asks

65

about him. David states that he is afraid of being ill because nobody will ask about
him. He has to cook for himself. One day, Mr. Murdstone tells him that he will not
pay for his school. Then he orders him to leave the school. At this moment David
“becomes aware that without his mother his home would mean nothing: and I felt, all
the more for the sinking of my spirits, that it was my nest, and that my mother was
my comforter and friend” (Ch. 3: 65). By the death of his mother, David is left alone
in this harsh society and all alone in the entire world of cruelty and hypocrisy. He
loses his mother’s affection. He has no one to ask for him or to comfort him other
than Mrs. Peggotty, who seldom visits him.
Peggotty now is married to Mr. Barkis and has responsibility towards his house.
David is also not allowed to visit her except for a few times:
And now I feel into a state of neglect, which I cannot look back upon
without companion. I feel at once into a solitary condition, - apart from
all friendly notice, apart from the society of all other boys of my own age
… all this time I was so conscious of the waste of any promise I had
given, and of my being utterly neglected, that I should have been
perfectly miserable (Ch. 10: 224-226).
He seldom visits Dr. Chillip and spends a nice time with him. He enjoys reading
some of Mr. Chillip’s medical books. Mr. Murdstone warns him of going outside the
house. David “was free to walk in the garden for half an hour and no longer; and
retired, leaving the door open, that I might avail myself of that permission” (Ch. 4;
78).
David suffers during the days he spends there and even misses his days at Salem
House. Children at his school have to be taken care because loneliness might affect
child’s psychology. According to Janet Currie and Erdal Tekin, “Victims of crime or
violence at school are likely to experience loneliness, depression, and adjustment
difficulties, and they are more prone to truancy, poor academic performance,
dropping out of school and violent behaviour (6).
Then, Mr. Murdstone sends David to work in his wine factory. It is very difficult
for David, who has to work to survive. David is told that he will leave the job in a
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short time. Jane, on the other hand, tells him that she will lock his clothes, referring
that he will return soon. David knows that the reason why they sent him to wine
factory is to get rid of him. Mr. Quinion, who manages the factory, tells David that
“you will earn enough for yourself to provide for your eating and drinking, and
pocket-money. Your lodging (which I have arranged for) will be paid by me” (Ch. 7;
128). It is hard for David, who is just ten, to leave his house and to work. However,
Dickens wants to make it clear here that this was the destiny of many of the children
at his time and so it was the same for David. Dickens himself worked in his
childhood. In this regard, Marah Gubar states:
Poor children who survived infancy were often put to work at an early
age. In the 1830s and 40s, many children laboured in textile mills and
coal mines, where working conditions often proved deadly. Girls as
young as five went into domestic service as nurses or maids to wealthy
families. Rural children worked on farms or in cottage industries, while
thousands of urban children worked as street hawkers, selling matches or
sweeping (1).
During this period, David is so sad because he knows that he has good abilities.
He says “a child of excellent abilities, and with strong powers of observation, quick,
eager, delicate, and soon hurt bodily or mentally” (Ch. 213; 11). His gifts vanish in
this factory, especially when the people around him are cruel and uneducated. The
factory is dirty and very old. It is contaminated with poisonous smoke. David
describes it thus:
It was a crazy old house with a wharf of its own, abutting on the water when the
tide was in, and on the mud when the tide was out, and literally overrun with rats. Its
panelled rooms, discoloured with the dirt and smoke of a hundred years, I dare say;
its decaying floors and staircase; the squeaking and scuffling of the old grey rats
down in the cellars; and the dirt and rottenness of the place; are things, not of many
years ago, in my mind, but of the present instant (Ch. 11; 232).
In fact, one of the important themes in the novel is education for the poor. David
receives little education before he is sent to work in the factory. Education for
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children, like David, is an important aspect in their lives and in their work to avoid
the dangers of their work. As Marx writes in Das Kapital, “In order to modify the
human organism, so that it may acquire skill and handiness in a given branch of
industry, and become labour-power of a special kind, a special education or training
is requisite” (1: 121). He expresses the importance of education. He states that
workers, especially children, should be given education to know how to avoid the
dangers of their work.
In David Copperfield, Dickens reflects the suffering of children who are
deprived of their education. After he receives little education, David is told to leave
the school when his mother dies. Mr. Murdstone tells him, “I suppose you know,
David, that I am not rich. At any rate, you know it now. You have received some
considerable education already. Education is costly; and even if it were not, and I
could afford it, I am of opinion that it would not be at all advantageous to you to be
kept at school” (Ch. 10; 229). Then, David is sent to work in Mr. Murdstone’s
factory. The children receive little education or do not have any education. Their
situation is very unpleasant because they lose the opportunity to be in good places,
but also because they may be harmed while working since they do not know how to
protect themselves.
In the factory, there are many poor people working. David and other children are
employed to check the bottles. If the bottles are flawed, they are put aside and if they
are not, they are pasted. David works in the corner of the warehouse under the eye of
Mr. Quinion, who stands on the bottom rail watching him from the window. His days
are very difficult. He states that:
No words can express the secret agony of my soul as I sunk into this
companionship; compared these every-day associates with those of my
happier childhood; and felt my early hopes of growing up to be a learned
and distinguished man, crushed in my breast. The deep remembrance of
the sense I had of being utterly neglected and hopeless; of the shame I
felt in my position; of the misery …, I often forget in my dreams that I
have a dear wife and children; even that I am a man; and wander
desolately back to that time of my life.” (Ch. 11; 234).
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As in the case of Oliver Twist, who moves to London to survive, David is sent
to London to work in the factory of Mr. Murdstone. The factory is dirty, old, and full
of poisonous gases. David has to stay in a room with Mr. Micawber. He is sad in this
factory, but he knows that in order to survive, he has to work. Mr. Murdstone tells
him “What is before you is a fight with the world; and the sooner you begin it, the
better” (Ch. 10; 229). David and many others have to work under bad conditions. His
moving to London reflects the migration of poor people from villages to big cities.
Marx and Engels state that “[t]he bourgeoisie has subjected the country to the rule of
the towns” (Marx and Engels 13). According to Marx and Engels, the poor people
were forced to move to big cities searching for work. With technology and
industrialization, poor people found no other alternatives other than to move to the
big cities such as London.
To sum up, Dickens, like David, suffered in his childhood. Dickens touches
more upon his life experience in this novel rather than in his other novels. Dickens
also had a happy childhood but when his father, John Dickens, was arrested, Dickens
suffered and had to work to help his family. Dickens, who was 12 years, rented a
room near the warehouse. He pasted labels on bottles. Dickens also wants to reveal
the harsh capitalist reality that is based on antagonism and social difference. He also
wants to convey a message to the authorities about the bad situations of the poor to
make necessary reforms.
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4. CONCLUSION
This study, which aims, to analyse Dickens’ Oliver Twist and David
Copperfield, proposes that these two novels have many things in common. The
novels are concerned with the bad outcomes and consequences of the rapid
industrialization that turn people’s life upside down, particularly child labour and
abuse, and the migration of the poor to big cities living in slums and crowding.
Dickens in Oliver Twist and David Copperfield depicted the suffering of children in
terms of child labour, child abuse and mistreatment of children. He wanted to show
what the authorities tried to hide. Anindita Dutta in his article argues that :
The children in his novels represent the real children of the actual world
with actual experience and a tragic background – they experience
poverty, orphanage, neglect and deprivation of education. They are a
reflection of Dickens’s own childhood experiences – he could well
understand the pain of oppression. “Dickens believed that his own
imagination – in fact, his overall well-being depended on the contact he
kept with his childhood. He had abiding faith in the innocence and magic
of children. The characters he created were thus very close to his heart.
(2).
Most of th Dickens’ novels are classified under the subgenre of industrial novels
which deal with the social, economic and political issues with an emphasis on the
representation of gender, class, the plight of children as well as the growing
antagonism between rich and poor. Examples of these novels include Charles
Dickens’s Dombey and Son and Hard Times, Elizabeth Gaskell’s Mary Barton and
North and South, Benjamin Disraeli’s Coningsby and Sybil,, Charlotte Brontë’s
Shirley and Charles Kingsley’s Alton Locke, and Yeast.
The novels discussed in this thesis depict the suffering of children in the corrupt
capitalist system. Supposedly, the orphans would receive equal treatment and
appropriate education but in this corrupt society, they were unfortunately neglected,
deprived of their basic needs and education because in many cases they were adopted
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by rich families. These two novels particularly portray the sufferings of these
unfortunate children who are deprived of a normal life. In Oliver Twist, Oliver is not
given the opportunity to get education after he is sent to a juvenile workhouse. In
David Copperfield, after David receives a little education, his stepfather sends him to
work in his wine factory, claiming that he cannot afford his school.
Oliver Twist and David Copperfield deal with the arrogance of upper or middle
classes, who mistreat the poor. In both, Dickens portrays the conflicts between
classes. He shows how the poor are exploited in the workhouses. In David
Copperfield, Mrs. Steerforth hates Emily as she is poor and she is angry when she
hears about his son’s love for her. Mr. Steerforth describes Peggotty as the people
who do not have any feelings emotions and who are insensitive to pain or shock. In
the novel, the rich feel themselves superior to the poor. In general, the rich, in the
examined novels, live in luxurious houses and have servants. The poor, on the other
hand, live in very old houses, or in the workhouses, as in Oliver Twist, and they have
to work and even become involved with criminals to survive.
The most obvious issue in the two novels is child labour. Many novelists wrote
portraying the suffering of children in terms of child labour. Charlotte Elizabeth
Tonna’s Helen Fleetwood: A Tale of the Factories (1841) and Frances Trollope’s
Michael Armstrong: Factory Boy (1839-1840) were novels written dealing with child
labour. However, Dickens is the master on writing children’s sufferings because
Dickens himself had a very hard childhood. Dickens in Olive Twist portrays children
working in picking oakum, undertaking and, in some parts of the novel, children’s
involvement in criminal activity. David, in David Copperfield, is sent to work in a
wine factory, after his mother’s death, where he depicts the bad working conditions
in the wine factory.
Dickens in Oliver Twist and David Copperfield acts as a social reformer. He
wants to invite the middle class and the working class to cooperate with each other
and solve their own problems. Dickens in these novels draws some middle and upper
class characters that empathize with the poor. Mr. Brownlow in Oliver Twist
empathizes with Oliver, when Oliver is shot at his house. He loves Oliver and adopts
him at the end of the novel. Miss Betsey Trotwood in David Copperfield supports
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David when he passes out by travelling on foot for two days to reach her house. In
the end, it can be said that Dickens did a good job in highlighting the grim facts of
society such as child labour and the Poor Law, in a way to reveal what the authorities
trying hard to hide and to put pressure to make reforms.
In conclusion, it can be deduced that in these novels, the Industrial Revolution
and its social and economic effects turned the people’s lives upside down. The
Industrial Revolution changed all the aspects of life. Poor families were forced to
send their children to work. Many children turned to crime in order to survive. The
issues of child labour, child abuse and child exploitation were the main concerns of
many novelists such as Charles Dickens, Elizabeth Gaskell and Frances Trollope. In
their novels, they portrayed the sufferings of children in the corrupt systems. Among
these novelists, it can be said that Dickens was more optimistic. In Oliver Twist, the
happy end for Oliver comes when he is adopted by Mr. Brownlow. He makes it clear
that the poor cannot survive without the rich. In David Copperfield, Dickens hints
that the poor can climb the social ladder if they worked hard.
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